


Improved Communication in Hanford
A Marquee for Events and Announcements
March 21, 2026


Summary 

Residents of the City of Hanford (“Hanford”) and citizens/visitors of Kings County would benefit from a marquee in Hanford that displays special events and community alerts. The marquee would improve communication about local happenings and enhance public safety by quickly publicizing important information.


Background 

Hanford’s median age is 32.5 years, suggesting that many residents are comfortable with technology. However, there are still individuals who may not use digital platforms regularly. These individuals may not have the desire, knowledge or time to look up events online.

Hanford is currently the only incorporated city in Kings County that does not have a city marquee for public information dissemination, which means residents may miss timely updates on community events and emergency alerts that other cities receive. 

Many schools in Kings County have marquees on school grounds that are easily seen by students and parents alike. These marquees are used to keep parents and students up to date with important school information such as schedule changes, upcoming exams, holiday reminders, as well as special events like sporting events, student birthdays and school social gatherings.

Citizens and visitors would benefit from having a large marquee in a frequently visited location in Hanford such as in Civic Park. This marquee should be easily visible for drivers to see as they drive by and could display important community announcements, such as:

· Schedules for Thursday night markets
· City council meetings, board and commission meetings
· Emergency alerts like severe weather warnings
· Promotions for upcoming events
· Enhance communication during social gatherings
 
By providing timely information and reminders, the marquee could foster greater participation in local events and ensure residents are well-informed about city initiatives and emergencies.
Methodology 

The Grand Jury interviewed members of several Kings County Departments, City of Hanford officials, local schools and reviewed various sources of information including public records and policy documents.

2024 Census https://censusreporter.org/profiles/16000US0631960-hanford-ca

Outdoor electronic sign prices: the hidden costs your quote doesn’t tell you https://bestledsigns.com/blogs/learn/outdoor-electronic-signs-prices?srsltid=AfmBOoqZWe9LFLryxFU0sLtkP-q5oIV9T6teiHPDbiyS9Bp6AwpOf3Tk

Costs of school signs: https://www.petro-ledsigns.com/digital-school-sign-led-school-signs-double-sided-25-x-151-5-year-warranty/?srsltid=AfmBOopkHMPHzNJyJ8f8SapCuf3GrCBUFxZYbFqjetAlcA5k0WRP-Yj2


Discussion (facts-tells the story):

Hanford has a population of 59,754 residents. The age distribution breakdown is:

                Age                     Percentage
                                         By Age Range
·   0-9                          15%
· 10-19                       17%
· 20-29                       15%  
· 30-39                       15%
· 40-49                       12%
· 50-59                       10%
· 60-69                         9%
· 70-79                         6%
· 80+                             3%

The median age is 32.5 years (as of 2024-2025) and is approximately 48.5% female.

The City of Hanford promotes upcoming events primarily through digital platforms such as email, telephone, and social media (Facebook, Twitter [X], Instagram). The “My Hanford” app is dedicated to service requests, while the official City website serves as a central hub for both general information and public alerts. The city also uses “Hanford 311” for public reporting and the Police Citizen RIMS for crime data.

A needed tool would be a large marquee that would promote and remind citizens of upcoming events. Marquees can show pictures, text, videos, etc. A typical digital school marquee costs between $10,000 and $80,000+ for standard, double-sided, outdoor rated LED installations. The average ranges between $20,000 to $70,000. The total cost is usually higher depending on factors such as size, pixel pitch (resolution), structural or masonry work, permitting, software, and electrical requirements.

Hanford is currently the only incorporated city in Kings County that does not have a marquee for public information dissemination. Other incorporated cities in Kings County have marquees already. 

Avenal has a marquee located at the entrance to town and at each of their schools.  Corcoran has a marquee at the RAC, and Lemoore currently has a marquee at City Hall. 

Avenal                                                          Avenal
   Town entrance                                            School signs          
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Corcoran                                                          Lemoore
   The RAC                                                            City Offices
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An example of a non-city sign is Hanford West High School’s large marquee, which displays school announcements and events rather than city announcements.
  
[image: ]Because of its size it had to go out for bids and be approved by California's Division of the State Architect (DSA). http://www.dgs.ca.gov/dsa/forms  
(The DSA requires that all school and essential services construction projects be fully designed by a licensed architect or engineer, submitted for review, and approved for structural, fire/life safety, and accessibility compliance before work begins. Key requirements include using approved testing labs, specialized inspectors, and submitting verified reports.) In 2023, $80,000 was the cost for Hanford West digital sign and the cost for permitting, structural work and electrical requirements was an additional $15,000 to $20,000.  All Hanford Joint Union High School sites have an appropriately sized marquee. Lakeside Elementary Schools sign cost was $92,000 to $95,000 which included design, permitting, labor, electrical etc.

There are grant opportunities available for city marquee signs which focus on downtown revitalization, community development or historic preservation. Funding sources include:

· Historic Preservation: The William G. Pomeroy Foundation offers grants for signage
· Downtown Revitalization: Loc	al Commercial Signage grants often fund design and installation for signs in designated business or Tax Increment Financing districts. “This is where a local government can in a designated geographic area freeze the baseline property tax revenue for schools and city services, using all future increases in tax revenue to fund redevelopment, infrastructure, and improvements within that same area.”
· Community Impact: Main Street America with other partners offer grants for projects that improve public spaces.

While most grants are available to local government agencies, matching funds may be required and the application process may require there to be detailed plans, budgets and in some cases, approval from local managers.


Findings/Recommendations

F1.  A centralized marquee in Hanford, the county seat, would provide timely information such as city council, meeting dates, emergency alerts, and community event reminders, foster greater participation and ensure residents are well-informed about city initiatives and urgent situations.  

R1.  Hanford City staff, under the direction of Hanford City Manager, should install a marquee as tall as allowed following appropriate city ordinances, in Civic Park or in an appropriate location. The design and permitting should be done by October 1, 2026.  


REQUIRED RESPONSE

Hanford City Council
400 North Douty Street
Hanford, California 93230

Hanford City Manager
400 North Douty Street
Hanford, California 93230

Requirements and how to respond to a Grand Jury Report
§ 933. Findings and Recommendations (Excerpt)

No later than 90 days after the grand jury submits a final report on the operations of any public agency subject to its reviewing authority, the governing body of the public agency shall comment to the presiding judge of the superior court on the findings and recommendations pertaining to matters under the control of the governing body, and every elected county officer or agency head for which the grand jury has responsibility pursuant to Section 914.1 shall comment within 60 days to the presiding judge of the superior court, with an information copy sent to the board of supervisors, on the findings and recommendations pertaining to matters under the control of that county officer or agency head and any agency or agencies which that officer or agency head supervises or controls. In any city and county, the mayor shall also comment on the findings and recommendations. All of these comments and reports shall forthwith be submitted to the presiding judge of the superior court who impaneled the grand jury. A copy of all responses to grand jury reports shall be placed on file with the clerk of the public agency and the office of the county clerk, or the mayor when applicable, and shall remain on file in those offices... 

As used in this section, “agency” includes a department.

§ 933.05. Responses to Findings (Excerpt)
1. For purposes of subdivision (b) of Section 933, as to each grand jury finding, the responding person or entity shall indicate one of the following:
      (1) The respondent agrees with the finding.
      (2) The respondent disagrees with wholly or partially with the finding, in which case the response shall specify the portion of the finding that is disputed and shall include an explanation of the reasons therefor.

1. For purposes of subdivision (b) of Section 933, as to each Grand Jury recommendation, the responding person or entity shall report one of the following actions:
      (1) The recommendation has been implemented, with a summary regarding the implemented action.
      (2) The recommendation has not yet been implemented, but will be implemented in the future, with a timeframe for implementation.
      (3) The recommendation requires further analysis, with an explanation and the scope and parameters of an analysis or study, and a timeframe for the matter to be prepared for discussion by the officer or head of the agency or department being investigated or reviewed, including the governing body of the public agency when applicable.  This timeframe shall not exceed six months from the date of publication of the grand jury report.
      (4) The recommendation will not be implemented because it is not warranted or is not reasonable, with an explanation, therefore.
1. However, if a finding or recommendation of the grand jury addresses budgetary or personnel matters of a county agency or department headed by an elected officer, both the agency or department head and the board of supervisors shall respond if requested by the Grand Jury, but the response of the board of supervisors shall address only those budgetary or personnel matters over which it has some decision making authority.  The response of the elected agency or department head shall address all aspects of the findings or recommendations affecting his or her agency or department. 
      …                                                    
1. A grand jury shall provide the affected agency with a copy of the portion of the grand jury report relating to that person or entity two working days prior to its public release and after the approval of the presiding judge.  No officer, agency, department, or governing body of a public agency shall disclose any contents of the report prior to the public release of the final report. (Emphasis added.)
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