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COUNTY OF KINGS
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

GOVERNMENT CENTER HANFORD, CALIFORNIA 93230 (559) 852-2362
Catherine Venturella, Clerk of the Board of Supervisors

AGENDA ITEM
February 17, 2026

SUBMITTED BY: Administration — Kyria Martinez/Michael Amin
SUBJECT: RECOGNITION LETTER - SHEN YUN PERFORMING ARTS

SUMMARY:

Overview:

Shen Yun Performing Arts is an internationally recognized performing arts company dedicated to
presenting classical Chinese dance and music and reviving traditional Chinese culture through artistic
performance. Since its founding in 2006, Shen Yun has grown into multiple touring companies
performing in hundreds of cities worldwide each year. Shen Yun Performing Arts will present upcoming
performances in Fresno, California on March 21-22, 2026, and in Sacramento, California on March 26—
29, 2026. These performances attract attendees from throughout the Central Valley and surrounding
communities, including Kings County residents. The Kings County Board of Supervisors will present a
letter of recognition honoring Shen Yun Performing Arts for its cultural and artistic contributions and
acknowledging its upcoming regional performances.

Recommendation:
Authorize the Board to sign a letter of recognition recognizing Shen Yun Performing Arts for its
artistic excellence and cultural contributions for its upcoming 2026 performances.

Fiscal Impact:
No fiscal impact.

BACKGROUND:

Shen Yun Performing Arts is known for presenting original productions featuring classical Chinese dance,
orchestral music, and storytelling rooted in traditional culture and universal themes. Its performances are
attended by diverse audiences and are widely recognized for artistic quality and cultural enrichment.
Recognition by the Board of Supervisors supports awareness of cultural and performing arts organizations and
acknowledges their contributions to community enrichment and cultural diversity.

BOARD ACTION: APPROVED AS RECOMMENDED: OTHER:

I hereby certify that the above order was passed and adopted
on ,2026.
CATHERINE VENTURELLA, Clerk to the Board

By , Deputy.
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February 17, 2026

Shen Yun Performing Arts

Subject: Recognition of Shen Yun Performing Arts

Dear Shen Yun Performing Arts Representatives:

On behalf of the Kings County Board of Supervisors, we are pleased to extend this letter of recognition to
Shen Yun Performing Arts for its cultural and artistic contributions through classical Chinese dance and
music.

Founded in 2006, Shen Yun Performing Arts is an internationally recognized performing arts company
dedicated to presenting traditional Chinese culture through artistic performance. Through original
productions featuring classical dance, orchestral music, and storytelling, Shen Yun brings historical
themes and cultural traditions to audiences around the world.

We thank Shen Yun Performing Arts for bringing its upcoming performances to the region, including
Fresno, California on March 21-22, 2026, and Sacramento, California on March 26—29, 2026. These
performances draw audiences from throughout the Central Valley, including residents of Kings County
and surrounding communities.

The Kings County Board of Supervisors recognizes the value of cultural and performing arts
organizations in promoting artistic expression, cultural awareness, and community enrichment. We
commend Shen Yun Performing Arts for its dedication to artistic excellence and for sharing cultural
traditions with diverse audiences.

We extend our best wishes for continued success in your upcoming 2026 performances and future
endeavors.

Sincerely,

Kings County Board of Supervisors

Joe Neves, District 1 (Vice Chairman) Richard Valle, District 2

Doug Verboon, District 3 Rusty Robinson, District 4 (Chairman)

Robert Thayer, District 5


https://www.countyofkingsca.gov/

COUNTY OF KINGS
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

GOVERNMENT CENTER HANFORD, CALIFORNIA 93230 (559) 852-2362
Catherine Venturella, Clerk of the Board of Supervisors

AGENDA ITEM
February 17, 2026

SUBMITTED BY: Administration — Kyria Martinez/Alex C. Walker
SUBJECT: LETTER OF SUPPORT FOR THE INSTALLATION READINESS PROGRAM

SUMMARY:

Overview:

The Office of Local Defense Community Cooperation (OLDCC) functions under the United States
Department of Defense, also known as the Department of War. OLDCC furthers the priorities of the
National Defense Strategy (NDS) by providing financial assistance to states, counties, municipalities,
regions, and other communities. OLDCC manages the Installation Readiness program, a needs-based
grant program, codified under 10 USC § 2391, designed to assist states and communities to work with
nearby installations to plan, enhance infrastructure, and implement measures that contribute to
maintaining or improving a military installation’s readiness and lethality. Before the Board is a letter of
support, requested by the City of Lemoore, for the city to pursue Installation Readiness program
funding.

Recommendation:
Authorize the Chairman to sign letters of support for the City of Lemoore pursuing funding
through the Office of Local Defense Community Cooperation’s Installation Readiness program.

Fiscal Impact:

There is no fiscal impact on the County General Fund for issuing a letter of support. There is the
potential for the City of Lemoore to receive federal funding to support the local community and Naval
Air Station Lemoore (NAS Lemoore). The exact amount and impact of this funding is unknown at this
time. Per the most recent “Grantee Guide”, the awarded community (i.e. City of Lemoore) would act as
the fiscal agent of the grant, as well as provide approximately 10% of the non-federal share of the award.
NAS Lemoore has a direct impact on the economies of Kings County and the surrounding region,
supporting local jobs and driving economic growth.

(Cont’d)

BOARD ACTION: APPROVED AS RECOMMENDED: OTHER:

I hereby certify that the above order was passed and adopted
on ,2026.
CATHERINE VENTURELLA, Clerk to the Board

By , Deputy.




Agenda Item

LETTER OF SUPPORT FOR THE INSTALLATION READINESS PROGRAM
February 17, 2026

Page 2 of 2

BACKGROUND:

The Installation Readiness program is designed to help states and communities work with local military
installations to address civilian encroachment or threats to installation readiness that could impact the military’s
operations and mission. Many factors impacting an installation’s industrial base, so these program efforts can
have far reaching benefits for the local mission.

Eligible entities for the Installation Readiness program include states, counties, municipalities, other political
subdivisions of a state; special purpose units of a state or local government; other instrumentalities of a state or
local government; and tribal nations. Under the Installation Readiness program, eligible entities analyze
external threats and vulnerabilities to the installation, develop mitigation strategies, and identify resources
necessary to ensure the continuity of Department of Defense and installation mission capabilities.

Eligible projects may include the following:
e A comprehensive review of natural and man-made threats and vulnerabilities;
o Targeted studies or plans concerning, but not limited to, transportation, land use/encroachment,
utility services, housing, stormwater management, sewer, and communications; and,
o Table-top exercises with local military and civilian (public and private) leadership to review
capacities of hard infrastructure and public services to respond to natural and/or man-made
disruptions.

Proposals and projects under the Installation Readiness program are considered through a rolling, nomination-
based process. Military Services may nominate installation(s) for assistance through annual requests or may
also nominate installations out of cycle. Through the Community Nomination Process, state and local
governments may submit an inquiry to OLDCC, expressing a need for a Compatible Use Study or Installation
Resilience Review. This process allows the community to self-nominate with the installation’s support. The
City of Lemoore intends to self-nominate and has requested that the County support its pursuit of Installation
Readiness funds, through a letter of support. The City of Lemoore aims to examine community infrastructure
systems that serve community residents and the local military base, NAS Lemoore. The Installation Readiness
program enables both the city and NAS Lemoore to address shared concerns and enhance the mission readiness
of NAS Lemoore. The Installation Readiness program will require NAS Lemoore to recommend and support
the nomination, as well as serve as an active partner in the application and program.

NAS Lemoore is the Navy’s only West Coast Master Jet Base and is the largest Master Jet Base in the Navy.
NAS Lemoore is home to Commander, Strike Fighter Wing Pacific (CSFWP) and Commander, Joint Strike
Fighter Wing (CJSFW). More than half of the Navy’s F/A-18E/F Super Hornet aircraft reside here, and it is the
only Navy installation to house the F-35C Lightning II. As the West Coast’s home for the F-35C, NAS
Lemoore plays a critical role in the Navy’s mission. The expansion of the fleet and preservation of the base
provides significant economic benefits to Kings County and the surrounding region, supporting local jobs and
driving economic growth.

Before the Board is a letter of support for the City of Lemoore pursuing Installation Readiness funding. If
approved by the Board, County staff will distribute the letter to the appropriate recipients.
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February 17, 2026

The Honorable Mr. Patrick O'Brien

Director, OLDCC Office of Local Defense Community Cooperation
2231 Crystal Drive, Suite 520

Arlington, VA 22202

Re: Kings County Supports the City of Lemoore’s pursuit of Installation Readiness Program funds
Dear Mr. O’Brien:

On behalf of the Kings County Board of Supervisors, | am writing to express our strong support for the City of
Lemoore's pursuit of funding through the Office of Local Defense Community Cooperation's (OLDCC) Installation
Readiness Program.

As the West Coast’s home for the F-35C, NAS Lemoore plays a critical role in the Navy’s mission. NAS Lemoore is a
vital regional asset, and we are confident that the City of Lemoore is best positioned to lead this effort in examining
community infrastructure systems that serve community residents and the military base. The comprehensive
strategies and improvements this program will make possible address shared concerns and enhance the mission
readiness of NAS Lemoore. The County anticipates that this project will provide significant benefits for NAS Lemoore
and the local community alike. We look forward to seeing the City of Lemoore’s engagement and collaboration with
NAS Lemoore and regional stakeholders, as well as the positive impacts of this grant.

Thank you for your consideration, and please do not hesitate to reach out if you have any questions or require
additional information. Should you have any questions or require any additional information, please contact Hasan
Sarsour, Kings County Federal Representative, at 202-898-1444, or at hs@paragonlobbying.com.

Sincerely,

Rusty Robinson, Chairman
Kings County Board of Supervisors


https://www.countyofkingsca.gov/
mailto:hs@paragonlobbying.com




COUNTY OF KINGS
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

GOVERNMENT CENTER HANFORD, CALIFORNIA 93230 (559) 852-2362
Catherine Venturella, Clerk of the Board of Supervisors

AGENDA ITEM
February 17, 2026

SUBMITTED BY: Public Works Department — Chuck Kinney/Mitchel Cabrera

SUBJECT: HIGHWAY SAFETY IMPROVEMENTS PROGRAM 5945(122) CYCLE 11
SAFETY IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT

SUMMARY:

Overview:

Through the request for proposals (RFP), the Public Works Department retained O’Dell Engineering,
Incorporated to prepare the Plans, Specifications & Estimate (PS&E) package for the Highway Safety
Improvements Program (HSIP) Cycle 11 Safety Improvements project. Improvements consist of the
construction of dedicated left turn lanes at the intersections of Excelsior Avenue with 11" Avenue and
13 4 Avenue including striping and signing as applicable. Improvements also include the installation of
flashing beacons at stop-controlled intersections and as advanced warning at several locations
throughout the County.

Recommendation:
a. Approve the Plans and Specifications for the Highway Safety Improvements Program
5945(122) Cycle 11 Safety Improvements project;
b. Authorize the Public Works Department to advertise the project.

Fiscal Impact:

The project will not have an impact on the General Fund. The project is programmed through the
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP). The
estimated construction amount of $444,900 is funded at a ratio of 90% federal funds and 10% local
match funded through the Road Fund. Funds for the project are shown under Budget Unit 311000 as
programed in Fiscal Year 2025-26.

(Cont’d)

BOARD ACTION: APPROVED AS RECOMMENDED: OTHER:

I hereby certify that the above order was passed and adopted
on ,2026.
CATHERINE VENTURELLA, Clerk to the Board

By , Deputy.
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BACKGROUND:

In 2022, the department submitted three applications for funding to construct safety improvement projects
throughout the County. In 2023, one application was successful and selected for funding under the FHWA
HSIP. The approved application requested safety roadway improvements by adding flashing beacons at the stop
ahead and/or stop signs at the following intersections: Grangeville Avenue at 7" Avenue, Idaho Avenue at
17" Avenue, Jersey Avenue at 19" Avenue, and Jackson Avenue at 14" Avenue. On December 5, 2023,
the Board approved the agreement with O’Dell Engineering to prepare the Plans, Specifications, &
Estimate (PS&E) for the Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP) Cycle 11 Roadway project.
During the topographic survey for the project, it was determined that the new improvements fit within the
existing County right of way. As such, the agreement with O’Dell Engineering was amended as approved
by the board on October 1, 2024, to remove the right of way acquisition scope of work from the consultant
agreement.

In addition, the approved application included the addition of dedicated left turn lanes at the intersection of
Excelsior Avenue at 11" Avenue, and Excelsior Avenue at 13 4 Avenue. Preliminary recommendations from
the Systemic Safety Analysis Report (SSAR) were used to select candidate projects for the HSIP Cycle 11
round for funding. This systemic report takes into consideration traffic patterns, collision history and trends in
developing projects for consideration. The use of these recommendations for HSIP funding and other grant
opportunities was the reason behind developing this report. Work is expected to commence in the summer of
2026.

THE ATTACHMENT IS ON FILE WITH THE CLERK OF THE BOARD AND CAN BE LOCATED ON OUR
WEBSITE AT:

https://www.countyofkingsca.gov/departments/board-of-supervisors/calendar-agenda-and-action-summary



https://www.countyofkingsca.gov/departments/board-of-supervisors/calendar-agenda-and-action-summary

COUNTY OF KINGS
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

GOVERNMENT CENTER HANFORD, CALIFORNIA 93230 (559) 852-2362
Catherine Venturella, Clerk of the Board of Supervisors

AGENDA ITEM
February 17, 2026

SUBMITTED BY: Public Works Department — Chuck Kinney/Mitchel Cabrera

SUBJECT: KINGS COUNTY ROADWAY SIGN AUDIT PROJECT NOTICE OF
COMPLETION
SUMMARY:
Overview:

On February 25, 2025, the Board approved the construction agreement with Statewide Traffic Safety
and Signs, Inc. doing business as (dba) AWP Safety for the Roadway Safety Sign Audit project. The
project consisted of the replacement and/or relocation of roadway signs to meet the requirements of the
California Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) on several arterial and collector roads
throughout the county. Pursuant to the agreement with AWP Safety, a Notice of Completion (NOC)
must be filed to provide notice to interested parties that the work has been completed.

Recommendation:
Approve the Notice of Completion for the Kings County Roadway Safety Sign Audit Project to
provide notice to interested parties that the work has been completed.

Fiscal Impact:

The project is utilizing funding secured from the Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP) Cycle
10 at a reimbursement rate of 100%. The total construction cost including change orders is $1,301,297
with project savings in the amount of $163,207 due to signs that were removed from the project as these
belonged to the cities or Caltrans. The original contract amount was $1,464,505. Funding for the project
is shown in Fiscal Year 2025-26, Budget Unit 311000.

BACKGROUND:
On March 30, 2020, Caltrans released a call for projects for HSIP Cycle 10. The Department of Public Works
submitted three applications with two applications being selected for funding. One application is the Roadway

(Cont’d)

BOARD ACTION : APPROVED AS RECOMMENDED: OTHER:

I hereby certify that the above order was passed and adopted
on ,2026.
CATHERINE VENTURELLA, Clerk to the Board

By , Deputy.
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Safety Sign Audit (RSSA), with the purpose of analyzing the roadway signage along the County’s arterial and
collector roadway segments. The intent was to examine the sign type, size, placement, pole type, and several
other factors to evaluate the effectiveness of the signage along the studied roadway sections. After the sign
analysis a report with recommendations to replace and relocate signs or posts was developed. A total of 1,913
signs were replaced, relocated, adjusted or removed in arterial and collector roadway sections throughout the
county. The arterial and collector road classifications are shown on the California Road System (CRS) maps.
The necessary sign tasks were developed based on conformance to the current version of the MUTCD and sign
condition at the time the sign survey was performed. The locations of the signs are listed in the RSSA Report
and the relevant plan exhibits.

Construction of the RSSA project was completed on September 19, 2025, with final punch list items completed
in November 2025. The project had one change order due to additional work required to hand dig sign footings
at locations where high-pressure gas lines were identified by the respective utility companies. The change order
amount was for a total of $51,695 for 211 sign locations that required hand digging. The total construction
amount was $1,301,297 which is a project saving of $163,207 from the original contract amount of $1,464,505.
The project savings were as a result of signs that were removed from the inventory as these signs belong to the
cities or Caltrans.

The department requests approval of the Notice of Completion for the Roadway Safety Sign Audit project.



Recording Requested by:

When Recorded Return to:
Department of Public Works

Mitchel Cabrera, P.E., Chief Engineer
Govt. Code 6103

NOTICE OF COMPLETION

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED:

1. The owner of the work of improvement: County of Kings, 1400 West Lacey Blvd.,
Hanford, CA 93230.

The undersigned is the Chairman of the Board of Supervisors of the County of Kings.

The work of improvement is located: Arterial and collector roadways throughout the
County of Kings.

2. The work of improvement is particularly described as: Furnishing of all material,
installation, relocation and removal of road signs at arterial and collector roadways
throughout the County.

3. The date of completion of the work of improvement: September 19, 2025.
5. The nature of the interest or estate of the owner is in fee.
6. The name of the original contractor for the work of Improvement: Statewide Traffic Safety

and Signs, Inc., dba AWP Safety, 3049 S. Golden State Frontage Road, Fresno, CA 93725.

Rusty Robinson, Chairman, Board of Supervisors
County of Kings, State of California

I, the undersigned, say:

I am the person who signed the foregoing notice of completion. I have read the above notice of
completion; the same is true of my own knowledge. 1 declare under penalty of perjury that the
foregoing is true and correct.

Executed at Hanford, California, this 17" Day of February 2026.

Rusty Robinson, Chairman, Board of Supervisors
County of Kings, State of California






COUNTY OF KINGS
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

GOVERNMENT CENTER HANFORD, CALIFORNIA 93230 (559) 852-2362
Catherine Venturella, Clerk of the Board of Supervisors

AGENDA ITEM
February 17, 2026

SUBMITTED BY: Sheriff’s Office — Dave Putnam
SUBJECT: PURCHASE AN OVERHAULED AIRCRAFT ENGINE

SUMMARY:

Overview:
The Kings County Sheriff's Office requests authorization to purchase an overhauled engine for the
Cessna T206H airplane from Ly-Con Aircraft Engines.

Recommendation:
a. Authorize the Sheriff’s Office to purchase an overhauled engine for the Cessna T206H
airplane;
b. Adopt the budget change. (4/5 vote required)

Fiscal Impact:

There is no impact to the General Fund. The purchase of this aircraft engine will be made from the
Sheriff's Office Operations budget, budget unit 222000. Actual costs after shipping and receipt of the
engine will be reimbursed by the Sheriff's Office Contingency Fund - Fund 100836. The purchase is not
to exceed $145,000.

BACKGROUND:

The Kings County Sheriff's Office currently operates a 2000 Cessna T206H fixed wing airplane in a patrol
capacity approximately five days per week. The airplane is equipped with one TIO-540-AJIA engine. The
current engine was an overhauled engine installed in July of 2023 and was built by Ly-Con Aircraft Engines.
Each aircraft engine has a Time Between Overhaul (TBO) which is established by the engine manufacturer and
is a recommendation as to when the manufacturer recommends the engine should be overhauled (rebuilt). An
engine overhaul consists of rebuilding the airplane engine to factory specifications. The Sheriff’s Office
airplane engine has a TBO of 2,000 hours. Currently, the airplane has approximately 1,400 hours and is flown

(Cont’d)

BOARD ACTION: APPROVED AS RECOMMENDED: OTHER:

I hereby certify that the above order was passed and adopted
on ,2026.
CATHERINE VENTURELLA, Clerk to the Board

By , Deputy.
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approximately 51 hours per month. This average of 51 hours per month is significantly lower than expected for
the average hours per month due to the airplane being down for extended periods of time in the past few years
for unexpected maintenance. It is anticipated that the airplane could reach the TBO time on the current engine
as early as 8-10 months from now. The overhauled engine has an estimated 14 - 18-month completion time.
The Purchasing Manager has approved a Sole Source request to purchase from Ly-Con Aircraft because all
other vendors would take more than 24-25 months for completion. After the overhauled engine has been built,
the Sheriff’s Office will work with vendor(s) to contract for the installation of the overhauled engine into the
airplane. The cost of the installation will be budgeted in the Sherift’s Office FY26/27 budget.



2Wgo

AIRCRAFT ENGINES & ACCESSORIES

(559) 651-1070 OFFICE 8231 W. DOE AVE. WEB: http://www.lycon.com
(559) 651-3212 FAX VISALIA CA. 93291 e-mail: chris@lycon.com
FAA REPAIR STATION # CT3R435L

DATE 11/05/25
CUSTOMER KINGS COUNTY SHERIFF PHONE:
ATTN: ERIC E-MAIL: eric.johnson@co.kings.ca.us

REF: LYCOMING TIO-540-AJ1A OVERHAUL EXCHANGE

LY-CON MAJOR OVERHAULS ARE TO FACTORY NEW LIMITS. ALL PERTINENT AD's AND MANDATORY SERVICE
BULLETINS WILL BE COMPLIED WITH. ALL MANDATORY AND RECOMMENDED PARTS WILL BE REPLACED. THIS
ENGINE WILL BE BALANCED INTERNALLY. THE ENGINE WILL BE TEST RUN AFTER ASSEMBLY FOR A MINIMUM OF
1 1/2 HOURS. TURN AROUND TIME WILL BE DETERMINED AFTER RECEPT OF YOUR DEPOSIT.

LY-CON MAJOR OVERHAUL $124,300.00
LY-CON SUPPLIED ENGINE CORE CHARGE $45,000.00
NOTE: CURRENT LEAD TIME 1S APPROXIMATELY 14 MONTHS

OVERHAULED ENGINE INCLUDES

OVERHAULED CYLINDERS, NEW MAGNETOS, HARNESS, MASSIVE PLUGS, FUEL INJECTION SYSTEM, FUEL PUMP AND
STARTER. NOTE: THE CRANKSHAFT, CRANKCASE, GEARS AND RODS MUST BE SERVICEABLE WITH EVERYTHING
ELSE REPAIRABLE. OVERHAUL OF TURBO, WASTEGATE, AND CONTROLLER ALSO INCLUDED.

OPTIONS AND EXTRAS

FACTORY NEW CYLINDERS UPGRADE (IF AVAILABLE) INCLUDED
PORT FLOW AND BALANCE CYLINDERS $2,250.00
SPECIAL COATING ON PISTONS, VALVES AND VALVE SPRINGS $1,475.00
ALODINE HEADS, PAINT BARRELS BLACK FOR IMPROVED COOLING $375.00
LY-CON CRANKCASE O-RING MODIFICATION STC SE01954SE $1,278.00
UPGRADE TO DLC COATED PISTON PINS $550.00
UPGRADE TO DLC COATED ROCKER SHAFTS $960.00
EXHAUST SYSTEM OVERHAUL INCLUDED
CRYO TREAT ALL MAJOR ENGINE COMPONENTS $3,000.00
COMPLETE ENGINE BALANCE INCLUDED
TEST CELL RUN INCLUDED

INCONEL EXHAUST WILL SEE ADDITIONAL CHARGE. STAINLESS EXHAUST INCLUDED

TOTAL PRICE DEPENDS ON OPTIONS AND EXTRAS SELECTED, ALL APPLICABLE TAX ON PARTS AND IS F.O.B
VISALIA, CA.

A 50% DEPOSIT IN THE FORM OF A CHECK OR WIRE TRANSFER IS REQUIRED TO BEGIN THE JOB WITH THE BALANCE DUE UPON
COMPLETION. THIS PRICE QUOTE IS GOOD FOR 30 DAYS FROM THE DATE ABOVE AND DOES NOT INCLUDE ANY APPLICABLE SALES TAX
AND FREIGHT. THIS IS AN ESTIMATE ONLY - AFTER DISASSEMBLY AND INSPECTION OF YOUR ENGINE, AN ACCURATE PRICE WILL BE
QUOTED. TURN AROUND TIME WILL BE DETERMINED AFTER WE RECEIVE YOUR DEPOSIT. IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS, PLEASE CALL
OR EMAIL FOR ASSISTANCE.

THANK YOU,
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If approved by the Board, this would be the second year this earmark is submitted for consideration. It is being
resubmitted to support the full project cost.

The third proposed project from Administration is as follows:

$825,000 — Armona Park Revitalization Project

Armona is an unincorporated community, served by the County and Armona CSD, with a population of about
4,084, of which over 75% are Hispanic and the employment rate is only about 54%. The average income level
of about 50% of the national average and 40% of the state average. Therefore, Armona is nearly half of what the
national average is and 40% of the state average. Armona is in great need of many resources. The overall
population of Armona consists of young families, and those children need a safe place for recreation. Currently
there are virtually no parks or green spaces in Armona other than school property.

There is a park that is in great need of rehabilitation. The park has old, antiquated, and dangerous electrical
lighting which should be upgraded to LED lighting. The ground and fields are not level and not safe for anyone
to play sports such as soccer, baseball, softball, etc. The basketball courts also need to be improved in order to
give children a safe environment in which to play. This is the only area of recreation for these families because
they do not have the disposable income for other forms of recreation. It is of the utmost importance that this
underserved area be allocated funds to have its blighted park be brought up to reasonable safety standards.

This project would rehabilitate the only available recreational park for Armona. It is critical to allocate funds to
such an underserved area to have its blighted park brought up to reasonable safety and recreational standards.
Residents on mass commute out of Armona to access recreation, with those without flexibility and means to
leave being left with no alternatives. Supporting this project will address community desires, long-experienced
inequities, and bring much needed development into the area.

If approved by the Board, this would be the third year this earmark is submitted for consideration. It is being
resubmitted per the need in the community.

Administration reached out to all department heads and Board of Supervisors and received the three requests
outlined here.



KINGS COUNTY EARMARK REQUEST #1 FY 2027
Department Name: Administration
Name of Project: Kings County Fire/OES Headquarters (HQ)
Project Justification:

Please provide a concise (4 to 5 sentence) explanation of the project. This should be a summary of the
necessary information about the project in order for the County to “make its case” for federal funding.

This project would support the development of a new fire and emergency operations services (OES)
headquarters, and improving public safety and mobile response capabilities. The existing fire and OES
headquarters is well over 50+ years old, quickly deteriorating and unfit for the demands of the
emergency response operations in this community. Furthermore, the existing headquarters is in serious
disrepair, with chronic AC/heating issues, plumping, and other basic infrastructure improvement needs.
This project will fund the construction of a new fire headquarters, Emergency Operations Center, and
area unified dispatch center that modernizes capabilities, eliminates redundancy, and drives the
department forward into capabilities that prepare us for future growth and better service to the
community. These infrastructure improvements would serve the needs both directly and indirectly of
over 154,000 people.

Project Description:
Please provide a detailed description of the project. Key questions to consider and answer:
. Why is there a need for this project and why is it important to the local community?

The Kings County Fire Department (KCFD), operating with a $21.5 million dollar budget, is broken up
into five divisions: Administration, Community Risk Reduction (CRR), Fire Operations, Training, and
Office of Emergency Services (OES). Kings County Fire Department protects a county with a population
of approximately 154,000 residents and responds to an approximate 1,391 square mile region through a
combination of three divisions, ten fire stations, and one grossly outdated headquarters office with 92
full-time employees. The current state of the building is beyond improvement, with OES specifically
operating out of a portable office, due to the site’s deteriorating conditions and limited space. This
project is important to the local community because the new headquarters will help improve the public
safety services County residents and communities depend on every day.

. Why is the project a good use of taxpayer funds, what is the federal nexus, and what is the
positive impact for the County?

This project serves as an excellent use of taxpayer funds because it directly addresses a core need of the
County spanning 46 years. The Kings County Fire Headquarters was originally located in the Human
Resources office space when it was established in 1979. At the time, it had four small offices on the east
side of Human Resources. Then years later it moved to its current location, the Ag Commissioners’
Office. KCFD has never had its own building space that was not a former office or jointly shared with
another department. To provide effective fire and OES services, the County requires a modernized
headquarters that would facilitate emergency response. The federal/state nexus is that this project
meets funding priorities on fire and OES services. The positive impact on the County is that this project
will fill a void and gap in its existing capabilities, and overall, greatly improve public safety.



. Who will the project serve? How many individuals/families would benefit from this project?

KCFD primarily serves the rural areas of our county and provides contractual services to the cities of
Avenal and Corcoran. The OES division serves the entire 154,000 population of the County and provides
support to its four incorporated cities and special districts. KCFD also has mutual aid agreements with
Lemoore Volunteer Fire Department, Hanford Fire Department, and Naval Air Station Lemoore,
furthering the importance of a centralized, modern headquarters for cross-jurisdictional response.
Without a modernized headquarters for fire and OES operations, the County will continue to have
limited capacity and reside in a grossly deteriorating building. This project will directly improve public
safety by ensuring County fire and OES staff have access and overall enhance the County’s service
delivery.

o How will the money be spent?

The money will be spent to construct a modern headquarters, meeting reasonable standards, and
ensuring effective service delivery. Recently, the existing headquarters closed for over two weeks, due
to plumbing issues that made basic necessities such as bathroom and hot water inaccessible. During the
past winter, basic AC/heat systems were inoperable, resulting in fire staff needing to bring in space
heaters to stay warm. This project will help ensure that KCFD and OES staff have adequate, reasonable
access to a facility so that they can do their job effectively, while improving public safety by improving
existing response capacity and responding to growth in the County. Specifically, the funds secured for
this project will pay for costs of the architect/engineer estimate, final planning, and early construction.
In addition to housing Fire and OES operations, the headquarters will include community spaces and
conference rooms, to facilitate effective crisis communication with the public.

Amount of Funding Requested from the Federal Government: $10,000,000

Potential sources of project funding include the Rural Community Facility Grant. The following may also
be a fit, if conditions are met;

o General Services Administration, Federal Buildings Fund, Construction and Acquisition
o Emergency Operations Center Grant (OES piece)
Total Cost to Complete the Project (Federal AND Non-Federal Funds): Approx. $10,000,000

e Has the project previously received any federal, state, or private funding, including federal
discretionary grants and/or formula funding? If yes, how much, from what source, and when?

As of February 9, 2026, this project has not previously received any federal, state, or private funding.
This request derives from multi-year-old county needs.

e Ifalocal match is required, what is the amount and source of the match?

N/A.

e (Can the County Obligate all Requested Funding Within 12 Months of Receipt?:

Yes.

e |jst of Stakeholder Groups and/or Elected Officials who Support the Project:

Kings County Board of Supervisors, Kings County Fire Department, and Kings County OES.



e Estimated Project Start Date:

Within 1 month after receiving funding, the County could implement Phase 1 of the Project.

Phase 1: Planning (14-16 months); 1) Secure an architect/engineer (2-4 months total; includes going to
RFP, advertising, receiving and reviewing bids, and going to Board for approval). 2) Complete
architect/engineer plans/estimate (includes drawings, specifications, site walks) (12 months total)

Phase 2: Construction (13-17 months); 1) Secure a contractor (2-4 months total; includes going to RFP,
advertising, receiving and reviewing bids, and going to Board for approval). 2) Pre-Construction (<1
month). 3) Construction (10-12 months)

Phase 3: Connection & Operation (<1 month)

e Estimated Project Completion Date:

28-34 months at a high end from the Project Start Date. This assumes the timeframes established for
legal review and procurement. There may be opportunities to expedite project review where applicable,
this reflects a “standard practice” with California law.

e Current Developmental Status of the Project:

This project is currently in the planning stages. Conceptual floor plans and renderings have been
developed.



KINGS COUNTY EARMARK REQUEST #2 FY 2027
Department Name: Administration
Name of Project: Wells for Armona Community Service District (CSD)
Project Justification:

Please provide a concise (4 to 5 sentence) explanation of the project. This should be a summary of the
necessary information about the project in order for the County to “make its case” for federal funding.

This project would vastly improve water quality and access for the Armona Community Service District
(CSD): a disadvantaged, underserved, unincorporated community in Kings County. The district currently
only has one active water well, with the other two being off-line due to dangerous contaminants. It is
critical to allocate funds to improve water access for Armona residents, bringing quality and reasonable
safety standards. Residents rely on the one operational well, and should it go off-line, they are left with
no alternatives. Supporting this project will ensure continued service for residents, and fundamentally
improve the area’s water infrastructure for the better.

Project Description:
Please provide a detailed description of the project. Key questions to consider and answer:
. Why is there a need for this project and why is it important to the local community?

Armona CSD is pursuing funding to drill a new well to supplement their only active well. Currently, the
CSD is supplying water to the district via a single well, the other two wells are off-line due to arsenic and
other contaminants. The district’s water system is currently supplied by one well with an arsenic
treatment plant. The district’s water system cannot meet maximum day demand (MDD) if the only
active well goes out of service. The district’s other two wells have been designated for emergency use
only due to compliance orders related to water quality caused by high levels of arsenic and other
contaminants. These wells are only allowed to be used for five consecutive days and fifteen (15) total
calendar days per year. They have also reached the end of their useful life. The new well would provide
a reliable back-up source of water for the community whenever Well 3 is out of service.

. Why is the project a good use of taxpayer funds, what is the federal nexus, and what is the
positive impact for the County?

This project is a good use of taxpayer funds because it provides urgently needed infrastructure
improvements to one of the County’s most under-resourced areas. The district currently relies on a
single active source of water, Well 3, to meet the demands of the system. A new well would provide a
reliable back-up source of water whenever Well 3 is out of service. The proposed location of the new
well would make use of the existing treatment plant at the nearby Well 3 site, saving the high cost of
installing a new water treatment plant. The district also already owns the property that the new well
would be located on saving the time and cost associated with property acquisition. The federal nexus is
this project’s connection to providing safe drinking water and serving rural communities. The positive
impact for the County is that ensures continued water access for Armona, which is in jeopardy of
collapse.

o Who will the project serve? How many individuals/families would benefit from this project?



The project would serve the entire disadvantaged community of Armona that is served by the Armona
CSD water system. The district’s water system presently serves approximately 4,143 people across 1,255
service connections including 1,226 residential and 29 commercial/industrial including two schools.
Armona benefits from this project because it will meet an urgent need the community is facing. Once a
new well operational, the district would then be able conduct the necessary maintenance to the
district’s only operational well, without delaying or discontinuing service to residents, schools, and
businesses, that rely on the district’s water system.

o How will the money be spent?

The money will be spent to support the design and construction of a new well. Specifically, the funds will
support the drilling of a new well, as well as provide for site improvements. Furthermore, the money will
be used to make connections to the existing well, to ensure effective service delivery and sufficient

supply.
Amount of Funding Requested from the Federal Government: $5,007,000

Well Drilling: $2,130,000

Well Site Improvements: $1,651,000

Well 4 to Well 3 Raw Water Main: $653,000
Well 3 to Well 4 Water Main: $573,000

O O O O

Potential sources of project funding include the Rural Community Facility Grant.
Total Cost to Complete the Project (Federal AND Non-Federal Funds): Approx. $5,007,000

e Has the project previously received any federal, state, or private funding, including federal
discretionary grants and/or formula funding? If yes, how much, from what source, and when?

As of February 9, 2026, this project has not previously received any federal, state, or private funding.
This request derives from community engagement and understanding of local needs.

e Ifalocal match is required, what is the amount and source of the match?
N/A.

e (Can the County Obligate all Requested Funding Within 12 Months of Receipt?:
Yes.

e List of Stakeholder Groups and/or Elected Officials who Support the Project:

Kings County Board of Supervisors, Armona Community Services District

e Estimated Project Start Date:

Environmental and Design would start as soon as funding is available and take about 12 months.
Construction would start approximately 2 months after completion of design to allow time for bidding
and award. Construction is expected to last about 18 months.

e Estimated Project Completion Date:



Assuming a start date of April 1, 2027, construction would be complete by October 1, 2029.

e Current Developmental Status of the Project:

Project planning is complete and the District has acquired the property for the well site. The District is
ready to begin environmental review and design.



KINGS COUNTY EARMARK REQUEST #3 FY 2027
Department Name: Administration
Name of Project: Armona Park Rehabilitation
Project Justification:

Please provide a concise (4 to 5 sentence) explanation of the project. This should be a summary of the
necessary information about the project in order for the County to “make its case” for federal funding.

This project would rehabilitate the only available recreational park for Armona: a small, underserved,
unincorporated community in Kings County, with an average income level of about 50% of the national
average and 40% of the state average. The current park is not safe for recreation, having inadequate
lighting, uneven grounds and fields, and basketball courts in need of improvement. It is critical to
allocate funds to such an underserved area to have its blighted park brought up to reasonable safety
and recreational standards. Residents on mass commute out of Armona to access recreation, with those
without flexibility and means to leave being left with no alternatives. Supporting this project will address
community desires, long-experienced inequities, and bring much needed development into the area.

Project Description:
Please provide a detailed description of the project. Key questions to consider and answer:
. Why is there a need for this project and why is it important to the local community?

This project is needed because residents in Armona have no other options for local recreation, without
driving out of town or spending limited disposable income. With an employment rate of 54%, residents
have limited to no means to explore other safe, reliable options for recreation for their families. By
rehabilitating the local park, the young families and their children will be provided with a safe place for
proper recreation which will help improve physical and mental fitness. Recreation in local communities
has been tied to improved health outcomes and increased life satisfaction. This project is important
because it will have a direct, meaningful difference in quality-of-life outcomes for Armona families.

o Why is the project a good use of taxpayer funds, what is the federal nexus, and what is the
positive impact for the County?

This project serves as an excellent use of taxpayer funds because it directly serves a community in
crucial need of development and investment. In many communities, additional land for parks is either
too costly or difficult to repurpose. If this project is selected, it will rehabilitate an existing site, which
will create long-term positive impacts for the County, specifically by improving the quality of life of
Armona residents, and attracting future investments and development into the area. Furthermore,
decades of research affirms that recreation spaces support human health and wellness, with Kings
County ranking worse than the average county in California. The federal nexus is that this project serves
an historically underfunded region of California’s Central Valley, an area of interest by state and federal
partners.

. Who will the project serve? How many individuals/families would benefit from this project?

This project will primary serve Armona’s 4,143 residents and 960+ households, primarily young Hispanic
families. Armona residents have long expressed a sincere desire to see investments in their community,
addressing the lack of access for amenities and services. Furthermore, establishing this space may
attract other families from neighboring communities of Lemoore and Hanford to visit, creating



community gathering spaces through sports and play. Armona as a community is stuck in the middle
between Lemoore and Hanford, isolated in part from Highway 198, and from its lack of development,
furthering its experience as an impoverished, passthrough community. Projects like this have the
opportunity to fundamentally shift the status quo, address chronic inequities, and overall meet the
needs of the community.

o How will the money be spent?

The money will be spent to rehabilitate the park. Specifically, the money will be spent on upgrading the
lighting to LEDs to promote safety and park use. Furthermore, the funds will provide field grading to
ensure that grounds are properly leveled for safe sports activities, such as baseball, softball, soccer,
etc..., and fund upgrades to the existing basketball courts in significant disrepair. It is critical to allocate
funds to such an underserved area and have its blighted park brought up to reasonable safety and
recreational standards. This request is fundamentally focused on bringing quality enjoyed by other
county peers to Armona residents.

Amount of Funding Requested from the Federal Government: $825,000
Potential sources of project funding include the Rural Community Facility Grant.
Total Cost to Complete the Project (Federal AND Non-Federal Funds): Approx. $825,000

e Has the project previously received any federal, state, or private funding, including federal
discretionary grants and/or formula funding? If yes, how much, from what source, and when?

No, this project has not previously received any federal, state, or private funding. This request derives
from community engagement and understanding of local needs.

e [falocal match is required, what is the amount and source of the match?
N/A.
e (Can the County Obligate all Requested Funding Within 12 Months of Receipt?:

Yes.

e Ljst of Stakeholder Groups and/or Elected Officials who Support the Project:

Kings County Board of Supervisors and Armona Community Services District.

e Estimated Project Start Date:

Six months after receipt of funding.
e Estimated Project Completion Date:
Six months from the Project Start Date.

Current Developmental Status of the Project:

This project is currently in the planning stages.



JOE NEVES - DISTRICT 1

COUNTY OF KINGS
RICHARD VALLE — DISTRICT 2

AVENAL, CORCORAN, HOME GARDEN

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

DOUG VERBOON - DISTRICT 3
NORTH HANFORD, ISLAND DISTRICT

4NORTH LEMOORE MAILING ADDRESS: KINGS COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER, HANFORD, CA 93230

RUSTY ROBINSON - DISTRICT 4 OFFICES AT: 1400 W. LACEY BLVD., ADMINISTRATION BUILDING # 1, HANFORD
ARMONA & HANFORD

(559) 852-2362
ROBERT THAYER - DISTRICT 5 Web Site: https://www.countyofkingsca.gov/

HANFORD & BURRIS PARK

February 17, 2026

The Honorable Melissa Hurtado
1021 O Street

Room 6510

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Kings County Community Project Funding Request — Kings County Fire and Emergency Operations
Headquarters

Dear Senator Hurtado:

On behalf of the Kings County Board of Supervisors, | am writing to respectfully request your support in securing
Fiscal Year 2027 Community Project Funding for the development of a new Kings County Fire and Emergency
Operations Services (OES) headquarters.

The current fire and OES headquarters, which is over 50 years old, is rapidly deteriorating and no longer meets the
operational demands of our emergency response services. Furthermore, the facility is plagued by chronic
infrastructure issues, including persistent HVAC malfunctions, plumbing failures, and inadequate space to
accommodate critical functions. In fact, the OES division currently operates out of a portable office due to the site's
deteriorating conditions and space constraints. Without a modernized headquarters, the County's ability to respond
to emergencies and protect its residents will remain significantly compromised.

Federal funding for this project would contribute toward the construction of a new facility designed to meet the
County's growing emergency response needs. The new headquarters will include a state-of-the-art Emergency
Operations Center, a centralized dispatch center to streamline communication and eliminate redundancies, and
modern administrative offices to support our 92 full-time employees. These improvements will significantly
enhance the County's emergency preparedness, response, and recovery capabilities. In addition to bolstering
emergency response operations, the new facility will include dedicated community meeting spaces and conference
rooms to facilitate public communication during emergencies. These spaces will serve as hubs for community
engagement, fostering stronger relationships between first responders and residents and promoting a culture of
preparedness and resilience.

We deeply appreciate your consideration of this request and your ongoing commitment to supporting the well-
being of Kings County residents. Should you require any additional information or have any questions, please
contact Paul Yoder, Kings County State Representative, at 916-446-4656, or at paul@SYASLpartners.com.

Sincerely,

Rusty Robinson, Chairman
Kings County Board of Supervisors


https://www.countyofkingsca.gov/
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February 17, 2026

The Honorable Melissa Hurtado
1021 O Street

Room 6510

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Kings County Community Project Funding Request — Armona Water Supply Reliability Project
Dear Senator Hurtado:

On behalf of the Kings County Board of Supervisors, | write to respectfully request your support in securing Fiscal
Year 2027 Community Project Funding for the Armona Water Supply Reliability Project. This critical investment is
essential to addressing an urgent public health and infrastructure crisis in Armona, an underserved and
unincorporated community in Kings County, by ensuring reliable access to safe drinking water.

The residents of Armona currently face a severe and precarious water supply issue. At present, the entire
community is dependent on a single operational well for its water supply. The two other existing wells are offline
due to arsenic contamination, rendering them unusable except under emergency orders. If the sole functioning well
fails, there is no alternative source of water, jeopardizing the well-being of families, students, and local businesses.
Such a failure would have catastrophic consequences, depriving residents of safe drinking water and disrupting
essential services.

The Armona Water Supply Reliability Project proposes to address this critical vulnerability by funding the design and
construction of a new well. This new well is essential not only to meet the community’s daily water needs but also
to serve as a reliable backup water source in the event the current operational well requires repairs, maintenance,
or experiences unexpected outages. Beyond providing redundancy, the new well will also help improve water
guality and system reliability. Additionally, this project will enhance the resilience of Armona’s water system,
protecting the community from a potential water crisis and enabling the Armona Community Services District to
conduct necessary maintenance on the existing well without service interruptions.

We deeply appreciate your consideration of this request and your ongoing commitment to supporting the well-
being of Kings County residents. Should you require any additional information or have any questions, please
contact Paul Yoder, Kings County State Representative, at 916-446-4656, or at paul@SYASLpartners.com.

Sincerely,

Rusty Robinson, Chairman
Kings County Board of Supervisors
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HANFORD & BURRIS PARK

February 17, 2026

The Honorable Melissa Hurtado
1021 O Street

Room 6510

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Kings County Community Project Funding Request — Armona Park Revitalization Project
Dear Senator Hurtado:

On behalf of the Kings County Board of Supervisors, | am writing to respectfully request your support in securing
Fiscal Year 2027 Community Project Funding for the Armona Park Revitalization Project. This funding will be utilized to
rehabilitate and revitalize a public park in Armona, a small, low-income community within Kings County.

Parks play a vital role in fostering strong, healthy, and vibrant communities. Research consistently demonstrates that
access to well-maintained parks encourages physical activity, reduces stress, and promotes mental well-being. Parks
also contribute to improved quality of life by fostering social connections and providing accessible recreational
opportunities for individuals of all ages. Beyond these direct benefits, public parks positively impact property values,
attract new businesses, and serve as a catalyst for broader economic development.

The Armona Park Revitalization Project will enhance the park's infrastructure to create a safe, engaging, and inclusive
environment for residents. Planned improvements include upgraded playground equipment, renovated sports
facilities, enhanced picnic and seating areas, and improved lighting and pathways to ensure safety and accessibility.
These enhancements will provide a welcoming space for families, youth, and seniors to engage in outdoor activities,
build positive relationships, and support physical and mental health.

Additionally, the revitalized park will serve as a hub for community events, educational programs, and recreational
activities. By investing in this project, we aim to address the socio-emotional needs of our residents by encouraging
healthy lifestyles and fostering a sense of pride and community ownership.

We deeply appreciate your consideration of this request and your ongoing commitment to supporting the well-being
of Kings County residents. Should you require any additional information or have any questions, please contact Paul
Yoder, Kings County State Representative, at 916-446-4656, or at paul@SYASLpartners.com.

Sincerely,

Rusty Robinson, Chairman
Kings County Board of Supervisors
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February 17, 2026

The Honorable Alexandra Macedo
1021 O Street, Suite 5530

P.0O. Box 942849

Sacramento, CA 94249-0033

Re: Kings County Community Project Funding Request — Kings County Fire and Emergency Operations
Headquarters

Dear Assemblywoman Macedo:

On behalf of the Kings County Board of Supervisors, | am writing to respectfully request your support in securing
Fiscal Year 2027 Community Project Funding for the development of a new Kings County Fire and Emergency
Operations Services (OES) headquarters.

The current fire and OES headquarters, which is over 50 years old, is rapidly deteriorating and no longer meets the
operational demands of our emergency response services. Furthermore, the facility is plagued by chronic
infrastructure issues, including persistent HVAC malfunctions, plumbing failures, and inadequate space to
accommodate critical functions. In fact, the OES division currently operates out of a portable office due to the site's
deteriorating conditions and space constraints. Without a modernized headquarters, the County's ability to respond
to emergencies and protect its residents will remain significantly compromised.

Federal funding for this project would contribute toward the construction of a new facility designed to meet the
County's growing emergency response needs. The new headquarters will include a state-of-the-art Emergency
Operations Center, a centralized dispatch center to streamline communication and eliminate redundancies, and
modern administrative offices to support our 92 full-time employees. These improvements will significantly
enhance the County's emergency preparedness, response, and recovery capabilities. In addition to bolstering
emergency response operations, the new facility will include dedicated community meeting spaces and conference
rooms to facilitate public communication during emergencies. These spaces will serve as hubs for community
engagement, fostering stronger relationships between first responders and residents and promoting a culture of
preparedness and resilience.

We deeply appreciate your consideration of this request and your ongoing commitment to supporting the well-
being of Kings County residents. Should you require any additional information or have any questions, please
contact Paul Yoder, Kings County State Representative, at 916-446-4656, or at paul@SYASLpartners.com.

Sincerely,

Rusty Robinson, Chairman
Kings County Board of Supervisors


https://www.countyofkingsca.gov/
mailto:paul@SYASLpartners.com

JOE NEVES - DISTRICT 1

COUNTY OF KINGS
RICHARD VALLE — DISTRICT 2

AVENAL, CORCORAN, HOME GARDEN

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

DOUG VERBOON - DISTRICT 3
NORTH HANFORD, ISLAND DISTRICT

4NORTH LEMOORE MAILING ADDRESS: KINGS COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER, HANFORD, CA 93230

RUSTY ROBINSON - DISTRICT 4 OFFICES AT: 1400 W. LACEY BLVD., ADMINISTRATION BUILDING # 1, HANFORD
ARMONA & HANFORD

(559) 852-2362
ROBERT THAYER - DISTRICT 5 Web Site: https://www.countyofkingsca.gov/

HANFORD & BURRIS PARK

February 17, 2026

The Honorable Alexandra Macedo
1021 O Street, Suite 5530

P.0O. Box 942849

Sacramento, CA 94249-0033

Re: Kings County Community Project Funding Request — Armona Water Supply Reliability Project
Dear Assemblywoman Macedo:

On behalf of the Kings County Board of Supervisors, | write to respectfully request your support in securing Fiscal
Year 2027 Community Project Funding for the Armona Water Supply Reliability Project. This critical investment is
essential to addressing an urgent public health and infrastructure crisis in Armona, an underserved and
unincorporated community in Kings County, by ensuring reliable access to safe drinking water.

The residents of Armona currently face a severe and precarious water supply issue. At present, the entire
community is dependent on a single operational well for its water supply. The two other existing wells are offline
due to arsenic contamination, rendering them unusable except under emergency orders. If the sole functioning well
fails, there is no alternative source of water, jeopardizing the well-being of families, students, and local businesses.
Such a failure would have catastrophic consequences, depriving residents of safe drinking water and disrupting
essential services.

The Armona Water Supply Reliability Project proposes to address this critical vulnerability by funding the design and
construction of a new well. This new well is essential not only to meet the community’s daily water needs but also
to serve as a reliable backup water source in the event the current operational well requires repairs, maintenance,
or experiences unexpected outages. Beyond providing redundancy, the new well will also help improve water
guality and system reliability. Additionally, this project will enhance the resilience of Armona’s water system,
protecting the community from a potential water crisis and enabling the Armona Community Services District to
conduct necessary maintenance on the existing well without service interruptions.

We deeply appreciate your consideration of this request and your ongoing commitment to supporting the well-
being of Kings County residents. Should you require any additional information or have any questions, please
contact Paul Yoder, Kings County State Representative, at 916-446-4656, or at paul@SYASLpartners.com.

Sincerely,

Rusty Robinson, Chairman
Kings County Board of Supervisors


https://www.countyofkingsca.gov/
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February 17, 2026

The Honorable Alexandra Macedo
1021 O Street, Suite 5530

P.O. Box 942849

Sacramento, CA 94249-0033

Re: Kings County Community Project Funding Request — Armona Park Revitalization Project
Dear Assemblywoman Macedo:

On behalf of the Kings County Board of Supervisors, | am writing to respectfully request your support in securing
Fiscal Year 2027 Community Project Funding for the Armona Park Revitalization Project. This funding will be utilized to
rehabilitate and revitalize a public park in Armona, a small, low-income community within Kings County.

Parks play a vital role in fostering strong, healthy, and vibrant communities. Research consistently demonstrates that
access to well-maintained parks encourages physical activity, reduces stress, and promotes mental well-being. Parks
also contribute to improved quality of life by fostering social connections and providing accessible recreational
opportunities for individuals of all ages. Beyond these direct benefits, public parks positively impact property values,
attract new businesses, and serve as a catalyst for broader economic development.

The Armona Park Revitalization Project will enhance the park's infrastructure to create a safe, engaging, and inclusive
environment for residents. Planned improvements include upgraded playground equipment, renovated sports
facilities, enhanced picnic and seating areas, and improved lighting and pathways to ensure safety and accessibility.
These enhancements will provide a welcoming space for families, youth, and seniors to engage in outdoor activities,
build positive relationships, and support physical and mental health.

Additionally, the revitalized park will serve as a hub for community events, educational programs, and recreational
activities. By investing in this project, we aim to address the socio-emotional needs of our residents by encouraging
healthy lifestyles and fostering a sense of pride and community ownership.

We deeply appreciate your consideration of this request and your ongoing commitment to supporting the well-being
of Kings County residents. Should you require any additional information or have any questions, please contact Paul
Yoder, Kings County State Representative, at 916-446-4656, or at paul@SYASLpartners.com.

Sincerely,

Rusty Robinson, Chairman
Kings County Board of Supervisors
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HANFORD & BURRIS PARK

February 17, 2026

The Honorable Vince Fong

U.S. House of Representatives
243 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Re: Kings County Community Project Funding Request — Kings County Fire and Emergency Operations
Headquarters

Dear Congressman Fong:

On behalf of the Kings County Board of Supervisors, | am writing to respectfully request your support in securing
Fiscal Year 2027 Community Project Funding for the development of a new Kings County Fire and Emergency
Operations Services (OES) headquarters.

The current fire and OES headquarters, which is over 50 years old, is rapidly deteriorating and no longer meets the
operational demands of our emergency response services. Furthermore, the facility is plagued by chronic
infrastructure issues, including persistent HVAC malfunctions, plumbing failures, and inadequate space to
accommodate critical functions. In fact, the OES division currently operates out of a portable office due to the site's
deteriorating conditions and space constraints. Without a modernized headquarters, the County's ability to respond
to emergencies and protect its residents will remain significantly compromised.

Federal funding for this project would contribute toward the construction of a new facility designed to meet the
County's growing emergency response needs. The new headquarters will include a state-of-the-art Emergency
Operations Center, a centralized dispatch center to streamline communication and eliminate redundancies, and
modern administrative offices to support our 92 full-time employees. These improvements will significantly
enhance the County's emergency preparedness, response, and recovery capabilities. In addition to bolstering
emergency response operations, the new facility will include dedicated community meeting spaces and conference
rooms to facilitate public communication during emergencies. These spaces will serve as hubs for community
engagement, fostering stronger relationships between first responders and residents and promoting a culture of
preparedness and resilience.

We deeply appreciate your consideration of this request and your ongoing commitment to supporting the well-
being of Kings County residents. Should you require any additional information or have any questions, please
contact Hasan Sarsour, Kings County Federal Representative, at 202-898-1444, or at hs@paragonlobbying.com.

Sincerely,

Rusty Robinson, Chairman
Kings County Board of Supervisors
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February 17, 2026

The Honorable Vince Fong

U.S. House of Representatives
243 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Re: Kings County Community Project Funding Request — Armona Water Supply Reliability Project
Dear Congressman Fong:

On behalf of the Kings County Board of Supervisors, | write to respectfully request your support in securing Fiscal
Year 2027 Community Project Funding for the Armona Water Supply Reliability Project. This critical investment is
essential to addressing an urgent public health and infrastructure crisis in Armona, an underserved and
unincorporated community in Kings County, by ensuring reliable access to safe drinking water.

The residents of Armona currently face a severe and precarious water supply issue. At present, the entire
community is dependent on a single operational well for its water supply. The two other existing wells are offline
due to arsenic contamination, rendering them unusable except under emergency orders. If the sole functioning well
fails, there is no alternative source of water, jeopardizing the well-being of families, students, and local businesses.
Such a failure would have catastrophic consequences, depriving residents of safe drinking water and disrupting
essential services.

The Armona Water Supply Reliability Project proposes to address this critical vulnerability by funding the design and
construction of a new well. This new well is essential not only to meet the community’s daily water needs but also
to serve as a reliable backup water source in the event the current operational well requires repairs, maintenance,
or experiences unexpected outages. Beyond providing redundancy, the new well will also help improve water
guality and system reliability. Additionally, this project will enhance the resilience of Armona’s water system,
protecting the community from a potential water crisis and enabling the Armona Community Services District to
conduct necessary maintenance on the existing well without service interruptions.

We are deeply grateful for your leadership and your unwavering commitment to addressing critical infrastructure
needs in rural California. Should you require any additional information or have any questions, please contact Hasan
Sarsour, Kings County Federal Representative, at 202-898-1444, or at hs@paragonlobbying.com.

Sincerely,

Rusty Robinson, Chairman
Kings County Board of Supervisors
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HANFORD & BURRIS PARK

February 17, 2026

The Honorable Vince Fong

U.S. House of Representatives
243 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Re: Kings County Community Project Funding Request — Armona Park Revitalization Project
Dear Congressman Fong:

On behalf of the Kings County Board of Supervisors, | am writing to respectfully request your support in securing
Fiscal Year 2026 Community Project Funding for the Armona Park Revitalization Project. This funding will be utilized to
rehabilitate and revitalize a public park in Armona, a small, low-income community within Kings County.

Parks play a vital role in fostering strong, healthy, and vibrant communities. Research consistently demonstrates that
access to well-maintained parks encourages physical activity, reduces stress, and promotes mental well-being. Parks
also contribute to improved quality of life by fostering social connections and providing accessible recreational
opportunities for individuals of all ages. Beyond these direct benefits, public parks positively impact property values,
attract new businesses, and serve as a catalyst for broader economic development.

The Armona Park Revitalization Project will enhance the park's infrastructure to create a safe, engaging, and inclusive
environment for residents. Planned improvements include upgraded playground equipment, renovated sports
facilities, enhanced picnic and seating areas, and improved lighting and pathways to ensure safety and accessibility.
These enhancements will provide a welcoming space for families, youth, and seniors to engage in outdoor activities,
build positive relationships, and support physical and mental health.

Additionally, the revitalized park will serve as a hub for community events, educational programs, and recreational
activities. By investing in this project, we aim to address the socio-emotional needs of our residents by encouraging
healthy lifestyles and fostering a sense of pride and community ownership.

We deeply appreciate your consideration of this request and your ongoing commitment to supporting the well-being
of Kings County residents. Should you require any additional information or have any questions, please contact Hasan
Sarsour, Kings County Federal Representative, at 202-898-1444, or at hs@paragonlobbying.com.

Sincerely,

Rusty Robinson, Chairman
Kings County Board of Supervisors


https://www.countyofkingsca.gov/
mailto:hs@paragonlobbying.com
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February 17, 2026

The Honorable David Valadao

U.S. House of Representatives

2465 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Re: Kings County Community Project Funding Request — Kings County Fire and Emergency Operations
Headquarters

Dear Congressman Valadao:

On behalf of the Kings County Board of Supervisors, | am writing to respectfully request your support in securing
Fiscal Year 2027 Community Project Funding for the development of a new Kings County Fire and Emergency
Operations Services (OES) headquarters.

The current fire and OES headquarters, which is over 50 years old, is rapidly deteriorating and no longer meets the
operational demands of our emergency response services. Furthermore, the facility is plagued by chronic
infrastructure issues, including persistent HVAC malfunctions, plumbing failures, and inadequate space to
accommodate critical functions. In fact, the OES division currently operates out of a portable office due to the site's
deteriorating conditions and space constraints. Without a modernized headquarters, the County's ability to respond
to emergencies and protect its residents will remain significantly compromised.

Federal funding for this project would contribute toward the construction of a new facility designed to meet the
County's growing emergency response needs. The new headquarters will include a state-of-the-art Emergency
Operations Center, a centralized dispatch center to streamline communication and eliminate redundancies, and
modern administrative offices to support our 92 full-time employees. These improvements will significantly
enhance the County's emergency preparedness, response, and recovery capabilities. In addition to bolstering
emergency response operations, the new facility will include dedicated community meeting spaces and conference
rooms to facilitate public communication during emergencies. These spaces will serve as hubs for community
engagement, fostering stronger relationships between first responders and residents and promoting a culture of
preparedness and resilience.

We deeply appreciate your consideration of this request and your ongoing commitment to supporting the well-
being of Kings County residents. Should you require any additional information or have any questions, please
contact Hasan Sarsour, Kings County Federal Representative, at 202-898-1444, or at hs@paragonlobbying.com.

Sincerely,

Rusty Robinson, Chairman
Kings County Board of Supervisors
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HANFORD & BURRIS PARK

February 17, 2026

The Honorable David Valadao

U.S. House of Representatives

2465 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Re: Kings County Community Project Funding Request — Armona Water Supply Reliability Project
Dear Congressman Valadao:

On behalf of the Kings County Board of Supervisors, | write to respectfully request your support in securing Fiscal Year
2027 Community Project Funding for the Armona Water Supply Reliability Project. This critical investment is essential
to addressing an urgent public health and infrastructure crisis in Armona, an underserved and unincorporated
community in Kings County, by ensuring reliable access to safe drinking water.

The residents of Armona currently face a severe and precarious water supply issue. At present, the entire community
is dependent on a single operational well for its water supply. The two other existing wells are offline due to arsenic
contamination, rendering them unusable except under emergency orders. If the sole functioning well fails, there is no
alternative source of water, jeopardizing the well-being of families, students, and local businesses. Such a failure
would have catastrophic consequences, depriving residents of safe drinking water and disrupting essential services.

The Armona Water Supply Reliability Project proposes to address this critical vulnerability by funding the design and
construction of a new well. This new well is essential not only to meet the community’s daily water needs but also to
serve as a reliable backup water source in the event the current operational well requires repairs, maintenance, or
experiences unexpected outages. Beyond providing redundancy, the new well will also help improve water quality
and system reliability. Additionally, this project will enhance the resilience of Armona’s water system, protecting the
community from a potential water crisis and enabling the Armona Community Services District to conduct necessary
maintenance on the existing well without service interruptions.

We are deeply grateful for your leadership and your unwavering commitment to addressing critical infrastructure
needs in rural California. Should you require any additional information or have any questions, please contact Hasan
Sarsour, Kings County Federal Representative, at 202-898-1444, or at hs@paragonlobbying.com.

Sincerely,

Rusty Robinson, Chairman
Kings County Board of Supervisors
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HANFORD & BURRIS PARK

February 17, 2026

The Honorable David Valadao

U.S. House of Representatives

2465 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Re: Kings County Community Project Funding Request — Armona Park Revitalization Project
Dear Congressman Valadao:

On behalf of the Kings County Board of Supervisors, | am writing to respectfully request your support in securing
Fiscal Year 2027 Community Project Funding for the Armona Park Revitalization Project. This funding will be utilized to
rehabilitate and revitalize a public park in Armona, a small, low-income community within Kings County.

Parks play a vital role in fostering strong, healthy, and vibrant communities. Research consistently demonstrates that
access to well-maintained parks encourages physical activity, reduces stress, and promotes mental well-being. Parks
also contribute to improved quality of life by fostering social connections and providing accessible recreational
opportunities for individuals of all ages. Beyond these direct benefits, public parks positively impact property values,
attract new businesses, and serve as a catalyst for broader economic development.

The Armona Park Revitalization Project will enhance the park's infrastructure to create a safe, engaging, and inclusive
environment for residents. Planned improvements include upgraded playground equipment, renovated sports
facilities, enhanced picnic and seating areas, and improved lighting and pathways to ensure safety and accessibility.
These enhancements will provide a welcoming space for families, youth, and seniors to engage in outdoor activities,
build positive relationships, and support physical and mental health.

Additionally, the revitalized park will serve as a hub for community events, educational programs, and recreational
activities. By investing in this project, we aim to address the socio-emotional needs of our residents by encouraging
healthy lifestyles and fostering a sense of pride and community ownership.

We deeply appreciate your consideration of this request and your ongoing commitment to supporting the well-being
of Kings County residents. Should you require any additional information or have any questions, please contact Hasan
Sarsour, Kings County Federal Representative, at 202-898-1444, or at hs@paragonlobbying.com.

Sincerely,

Rusty Robinson, Chairman
Kings County Board of Supervisors
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February 17, 2026

The Honorable Alex Padilla
United States Senate

331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Re: Kings County Congressionally Directed Spending Request — Kings County Fire and Emergency Operations
Headquarters

Dear Senator Padilla:

On behalf of the Kings County Board of Supervisors, | am writing to respectfully request your support in securing
Fiscal Year 2027 Community Project Funding for the development of a new Kings County Fire and Emergency
Operations Services (OES) headquarters.

The current fire and OES headquarters, which is over 50 years old, is rapidly deteriorating and no longer meets the
operational demands of our emergency response services. Furthermore, the facility is plagued by chronic
infrastructure issues, including persistent HVAC malfunctions, plumbing failures, and inadequate space to
accommodate critical functions. In fact, the OES division currently operates out of a portable office due to the site's
deteriorating conditions and space constraints. Without a modernized headquarters, the County's ability to respond
to emergencies and protect its residents will remain significantly compromised.

Federal funding for this project would contribute toward the construction of a new facility designed to meet the
County's growing emergency response needs. The new headquarters will include a state-of-the-art Emergency
Operations Center, a centralized dispatch center to streamline communication and eliminate redundancies, and
modern administrative offices to support our 92 full-time employees. These improvements will significantly
enhance the County's emergency preparedness, response, and recovery capabilities. In addition to bolstering
emergency response operations, the new facility will include dedicated community meeting spaces and conference
rooms to facilitate public communication during emergencies. These spaces will serve as hubs for community
engagement, fostering stronger relationships between first responders and residents and promoting a culture of
preparedness and resilience.

We deeply appreciate your consideration of this request and your ongoing commitment to supporting the well-
being of Kings County residents. Should you require any additional information or have any questions, please
contact Hasan Sarsour, Kings County Federal Representative, at 202-898-1444, or at hs@paragonlobbying.com.

Sincerely,

Rusty Robinson, Chairman
Kings County Board of Supervisors
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mailto:hs@paragonlobbying.com
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February 17, 2026

The Honorable Alex Padilla
United States Senate

331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Re: Kings County Congressionally Directed Spending Request — Armona Water Supply Reliability Project
Dear Senator Padilla:

On behalf of the Kings County Board of Supervisors, | write to respectfully request your support in securing Fiscal
Year 2027 Community Project Funding for the Armona Water Supply Reliability Project. This critical investment is
essential to addressing an urgent public health and infrastructure crisis in Armona, an underserved and
unincorporated community in Kings County, by ensuring reliable access to safe drinking water.

The residents of Armona currently face a severe and precarious water supply issue. At present, the entire
community is dependent on a single operational well for its water supply. The two other existing wells are offline
due to arsenic contamination, rendering them unusable except under emergency orders. If the sole functioning well
fails, there is no alternative source of water, jeopardizing the well-being of families, students, and local businesses.
Such a failure would have catastrophic consequences, depriving residents of safe drinking water and disrupting
essential services.

The Armona Water Supply Reliability Project proposes to address this critical vulnerability by funding the design and
construction of a new well. This new well is essential not only to meet the community’s daily water needs but also
to serve as a reliable backup water source in the event the current operational well requires repairs, maintenance,
or experiences unexpected outages. Beyond providing redundancy, the new well will also help improve water
guality and system reliability. Additionally, this project will enhance the resilience of Armona’s water system,
protecting the community from a potential water crisis and enabling the Armona Community Services District to
conduct necessary maintenance on the existing well without service interruptions.

We are deeply grateful for your leadership and your unwavering commitment to addressing critical infrastructure
needs in rural California. Should you require any additional information or have any questions, please contact Hasan
Sarsour, Kings County Federal Representative, at 202-898-1444, or at hs@paragonlobbying.com.

Sincerely,

Rusty Robinson, Chairman
Kings County Board of Supervisors
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mailto:hs@paragonlobbying.com
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HANFORD & BURRIS PARK

February 17, 2026

The Honorable Alex Padilla
United States Senate

331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Re: Kings County Congressionally Directed Spending Request — Armona Park Revitalization Project
Dear Senator Padilla:

On behalf of the Kings County Board of Supervisors, | am writing to respectfully request your support in securing
Fiscal Year 2027 Community Project Funding for the Armona Park Revitalization Project. This funding will be utilized to
rehabilitate and revitalize a public park in Armona, a small, low-income community within Kings County.

Parks play a vital role in fostering strong, healthy, and vibrant communities. Research consistently demonstrates that
access to well-maintained parks encourages physical activity, reduces stress, and promotes mental well-being. Parks
also contribute to improved quality of life by fostering social connections and providing accessible recreational
opportunities for individuals of all ages. Beyond these direct benefits, public parks positively impact property values,
attract new businesses, and serve as a catalyst for broader economic development.

The Armona Park Revitalization Project will enhance the park's infrastructure to create a safe, engaging, and inclusive
environment for residents. Planned improvements include upgraded playground equipment, renovated sports
facilities, enhanced picnic and seating areas, and improved lighting and pathways to ensure safety and accessibility.
These enhancements will provide a welcoming space for families, youth, and seniors to engage in outdoor activities,
build positive relationships, and support physical and mental health.

Additionally, the revitalized park will serve as a hub for community events, educational programs, and recreational
activities. By investing in this project, we aim to address the socio-emotional needs of our residents by encouraging
healthy lifestyles and fostering a sense of pride and community ownership.

We deeply appreciate your consideration of this request and your ongoing commitment to supporting the well-being
of Kings County residents. Should you require any additional information or have any questions, please contact Hasan
Sarsour, Kings County Federal Representative, at 202-898-1444, or at hs@paragonlobbying.com.

Sincerely,

Rusty Robinson, Chairman
Kings County Board of Supervisors


https://www.countyofkingsca.gov/
mailto:hs@paragonlobbying.com
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February 17, 2026

The Honorable Adam Schiff
United States Senate

112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Re: Kings County Congressionally Directed Spending Request — Kings County Fire and Emergency Operations
Headquarters

Dear Senator Schiff:

On behalf of the Kings County Board of Supervisors, | am writing to respectfully request your support in securing
Fiscal Year 2027 Community Project Funding for the development of a new Kings County Fire and Emergency
Operations Services (OES) headquarters.

The current fire and OES headquarters, which is over 50 years old, is rapidly deteriorating and no longer meets the
operational demands of our emergency response services. Furthermore, the facility is plagued by chronic
infrastructure issues, including persistent HVAC malfunctions, plumbing failures, and inadequate space to
accommodate critical functions. In fact, the OES division currently operates out of a portable office due to the site's
deteriorating conditions and space constraints. Without a modernized headquarters, the County's ability to respond
to emergencies and protect its residents will remain significantly compromised.

Federal funding for this project would contribute toward the construction of a new facility designed to meet the
County's growing emergency response needs. The new headquarters will include a state-of-the-art Emergency
Operations Center, a centralized dispatch center to streamline communication and eliminate redundancies, and
modern administrative offices to support our 92 full-time employees. These improvements will significantly enhance
the County's emergency preparedness, response, and recovery capabilities. In addition to bolstering emergency
response operations, the new facility will include dedicated community meeting spaces and conference rooms to
facilitate public communication during emergencies. These spaces will serve as hubs for community engagement,
fostering stronger relationships between first responders and residents and promoting a culture of preparedness and
resilience.

We deeply appreciate your consideration of this request and your ongoing commitment to supporting the well-being
of Kings County residents. Should you require any additional information or have any questions, please contact Hasan
Sarsour, Kings County Federal Representative, at 202-898-1444, or at hs@paragonlobbying.com.

Sincerely,

Rusty Robinson, Chairman
Kings County Board of Supervisors
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February 17, 2026

The Honorable Adam Schiff
United States Senate

112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Re: Kings County Congressionally Directed Spending Request — Armona Water Supply Reliability Project
Dear Senator Schiff:

On behalf of the Kings County Board of Supervisors, | write to respectfully request your support in securing Fiscal
Year 2027 Community Project Funding for the Armona Water Supply Reliability Project. This critical investment is
essential to addressing an urgent public health and infrastructure crisis in Armona, an underserved and
unincorporated community in Kings County, by ensuring reliable access to safe drinking water.

The residents of Armona currently face a severe and precarious water supply issue. At present, the entire
community is dependent on a single operational well for its water supply. The two other existing wells are offline
due to arsenic contamination, rendering them unusable except under emergency orders. If the sole functioning well
fails, there is no alternative source of water, jeopardizing the well-being of families, students, and local businesses.
Such a failure would have catastrophic consequences, depriving residents of safe drinking water and disrupting
essential services.

The Armona Water Supply Reliability Project proposes to address this critical vulnerability by funding the design and
construction of a new well. This new well is essential not only to meet the community’s daily water needs but also
to serve as a reliable backup water source in the event the current operational well requires repairs, maintenance,
or experiences unexpected outages. Beyond providing redundancy, the new well will also help improve water
guality and system reliability. Additionally, this project will enhance the resilience of Armona’s water system,
protecting the community from a potential water crisis and enabling the Armona Community Services District to
conduct necessary maintenance on the existing well without service interruptions.

We are deeply grateful for your leadership and your unwavering commitment to addressing critical infrastructure
needs in rural California. Should you require any additional information or have any questions, please contact Hasan
Sarsour, Kings County Federal Representative, at 202-898-1444, or at hs@paragonlobbying.com.

Sincerely,

Rusty Robinson, Chairman
Kings County Board of Supervisors


https://www.countyofkingsca.gov/
mailto:hs@paragonlobbying.com
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February 17, 2026

The Honorable Adam Schiff
United States Senate

112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Re: Kings County Congressionally Directed Spending Request — Armona Park Revitalization Project
Dear Senator Schiff:

On behalf of the Kings County Board of Supervisors, | am writing to respectfully request your support in securing
Fiscal Year 2027 Community Project Funding for the Armona Park Revitalization Project. This funding will be utilized
to rehabilitate and revitalize a public park in Armona, a small, low-income community within Kings County.

Parks play a vital role in fostering strong, healthy, and vibrant communities. Research consistently demonstrates
that access to well-maintained parks encourages physical activity, reduces stress, and promotes mental well-being.
Parks also contribute to improved quality of life by fostering social connections and providing accessible
recreational opportunities for individuals of all ages. Beyond these direct benefits, public parks positively impact
property values, attract new businesses, and serve as a catalyst for broader economic development.

The Armona Park Revitalization Project will enhance the park's infrastructure to create a safe, engaging, and
inclusive environment for residents. Planned improvements include upgraded playground equipment, renovated
sports facilities, enhanced picnic and seating areas, and improved lighting and pathways to ensure safety and
accessibility. These enhancements will provide a welcoming space for families, youth, and seniors to engage in
outdoor activities, build positive relationships, and support physical and mental health.

Additionally, the revitalized park will serve as a hub for community events, educational programs, and recreational
activities. By investing in this project, we aim to address the socio-emotional needs of our residents by encouraging
healthy lifestyles and fostering a sense of pride and community ownership.

We deeply appreciate your consideration of this request and your ongoing commitment to supporting the well-
being of Kings County residents. Should you require any additional information or have any questions, please
contact Hasan Sarsour, Kings County Federal Representative, at 202-898-1444, or at hs@paragonlobbying.com.

Sincerely,

Rusty Robinson, Chairman
Kings County Board of Supervisors


https://www.countyofkingsca.gov/
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COUNTY OF KINGS
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

GOVERNMENT CENTER HANFORD, CALIFORNIA 93230 (559) 852-2362
Catherine Venturella, Clerk of the Board of Supervisors

AGENDA ITEM
February 17, 2026

SUBMITTED BY: Administration — Kyria Martinez/Matthew Boyett
SUBJECT: STUDY SESSION ON COUNTY ISSUANCE OF DEBT

SUMMARY:

Overview:

On December 16, 2025, staff presented the Board with a study session on the Government Center Remodel
Project. In that study session, staff informed the Board that they would bring back an in-depth debt service
presentation by the County’s municipal advisors, KNN Public Finance, LLC. This presentation will
provide the Board with important information to assess the financial feasibility of the project.

Recommendation:
Overview and update from KNN Public Finance, LLC. on financing for the Government Center
Remodel Project.

Fiscal Impact:

There is no cost to contract with KNN Public Finance, LLC unless services are rendered. Any costs
incurred for their services will be absorbed within the Finance Department’s existing budget. The total
contract amount for architectural design services for the Courthouse Remodel project is $3,080,000, of
which $650,972 has been expensed. The remaining contract amount is expected to be fully expensed to
complete all necessary design work before the project goes out to bid for construction. Sufficient funds
are currently allocated in the Capital Project budget in Budget Unit 700000 for the architectural phase as
a strategic investment over the past couple of years. It is anticipated that the County will issue financing
for the construction phase of the Government Center Remodel, which could range in the amount of
$43,000,000. Monthly debt service payments for this financing will be covered through non-General Fund
Public Health Realignment funds, non-General Fund State/Federal funding from the Job Training Office,
and a portion of the General Fund for the building space allocated to Human Resources, Public
Guardian/Veteran’s Services, Risk, and the Employee Health Center.

(Cont’d)

BOARD ACTION: APPROVED AS RECOMMENDED: OTHER:

I hereby certify that the above order was passed and adopted
on ,2026.
CATHERINE VENTURELLA, Clerk to the Board

By , Deputy.
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BACKGROUND:

In January 2012, the County and State entered into an agreement where the court facilities in Hanford and
Lemoore would be transferred to the County in exchange for vacant land for a new courthouse. The County was
also required to construct half of an underground inmate transfer tunnel to the new courthouse and complete Kings
County Drive to access the new facility.

The State completed the construction of a new courthouse for Kings County, which opened in February 2016.
When the State vacated the former courthouse buildings, it transferred ownership of the 60,000 square feet of
space to the County. These buildings, which currently consist of three structures, have remained largely unused,
with courtrooms, jury rooms, and judges’ chambers still intact but underutilized. Unfortunately, the County did
not receive any funding from the State to address this vacancy, prompting the County to take action in revitalizing
this valuable community space.

The County plans to remodel these buildings for use by several departments, such as Public Health, Human
Resources, Public Guardian/Veterans Services, Risk, the Job Training Office, and the Employee Health Center.
Tragically, in April 2024, the Public Health Department, located on Campus Drive, was severely damaged by a
fire, displacing the entire department. They have since moved to a temporary location and are paying a lease, but
the Public Health Department will eventually relocate to the newly renovated facility.

Over the past decade, the County has seen a steady increase in staffing, with positions growing by an average of
about 2% annually, resulting in about 1,700 positions currently included in the County Budget. Some departments
are leasing office space off-site, paying rent to private developers. It would be more cost-effective for the County
to consolidate all departments on-campus, eliminating long-term lease payments. For example, in fiscal year
2025-26, Public Health is paying about $748,164 in lease payments.

County Administration has worked closely with all departments, and in the winter of 2023, staff surveyed each
department to assess space needs and requests from department heads. Based on these meetings, the County has
coordinated the usage of space, with the goal of converting two of the three buildings for Public Health and
reserving one building for expansion of other County offices.

County Administration, in coordination with Public Works, has led the effort in strategic space planning and
preparing the County for this endeavor. Staff requested a debt analysis study from the County’s financial advisors,
which has been completed and presented to the Department Heads on November 24, 2024. However, since that
presentation, Standard & Poor’s (S&P) released an updated methodology for rating U.S. Governments. Part of
S&P’s rationale for updating their methodology included adopting a single analytic framework for all U.S.
governments. The criteria adopt a common set of weights across all U.S. governments and improve comparability
of S&P’s analysis globally. On April 1, 2025, KNN provided a presentation to the Board utilizing the new rating
metrics

Kings County contracted with KNN in 2014 to facilitate the refunding of the 2005 Lease Revenue Bonds. This
contract expired in 2017 but was reestablished by the Board on September 23, 2023, and is in place until
September 2026. The Treasurer occasionally consults with the Municipal Advisor on matters related to existing
or proposed debt issuance. If the County decides to issue new bonds, a separate stand-alone agreement for
Municipal Advisory Services will be presented to the Board for approval.
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This advisory support helps ensure that the County makes informed decisions regarding debt issuance and
management, further enhancing the County’s ability to strategically invest in the revitalization of its community
assets, including the transformation of these courthouse buildings.

On December 16, 2025, staff presented the Board with a study session on the Government Center Remodel
Project. In that study session, staff informed the Board that they would bring back an in-depth debt service
presentation by KNN with an updated debt service analysis.
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AGENDA ITEM
February 17, 2026

SUBMITTED BY: Administration — Kyria Martinez/Matthew Boyett
SUBJECT: STUDY SESSION ON SALES TAXES IN KINGS COUNTY

SUMMARY:

Overview:

In 1996, the County approved a resolution 96-018, authorizing access of state sales tax records and
contract with Hinderliter, de Llamas and Associates (HDL) to audit and analyze Kings County sales tax
allocations. The resolution approved the State Board of Equalization to release the data to HDL for
allocation errors and analysis. Information obtained by examination of Board records is only to be used
for purpose related to the collection of local sales and use taxes by the Board for municipal revenue
forecasting and verification. Sales and Use taxes are one of the most significant funding streams for the
General Fund outside of property taxes. This is a critical funding stream funds general County services
such as public safety. Staff has received questions regarding how sales tax impact the unincorporated
areas and are bringing forward a study session to present the sales tax information and how it is received
in the unincorporated areas.

Recommendation:
Overview and update from Hinderliter, de Llamas and Associates Companies on sales taxes in
Kings County.

Fiscal Impact:

The fee for HDL is $325 per month, plus 15% of any additional sales tax revenue generated through the
auditing of allocation errors. When the original resolution was approved in 1996, it was projected that
the net annual recovery would be approximately $13,000 to $20,000. In recent fiscal years, the amount
paid to HDL has fluctuated based on the level of recovered revenue. In FY 2020, the total paid was
$9,641, followed by $3,743 in FY 2021. In FY 2022, the total paid increased to $18,193, during which
approximately $87,000 was recovered for the County, inclusive of HDL’s percentage.

(Cont’d)

BOARD ACTION: APPROVED AS RECOMMENDED: OTHER:

I hereby certify that the above order was passed and adopted
on ,2026.
CATHERINE VENTURELLA, Clerk to the Board

By , Deputy.
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In FY 2023, $25,965 was paid to HDL, reflecting approximately $153,000 recovered for the County,
again inclusive of HDL’s percentage of the recovered amount. Payments totaled $8,608 in FY 2024 and
$4,555 in FY 2025. Sales and Use taxes are budgeted at $4,500,000 for fiscal year 2025-26 in the
General Fund Revenue budget in Budget Unit 110900. These are the anticipated revenues coming to the
General fund for sales taxes generated in both the unincorporated and incorporated areas of the county.

BACKGROUND:

The state first imposed a sales tax in 1933 at a rate of 2.5% in response to the downturn in revenues resulting
from the Great Depression. The tax was assessed on retailers only for statewide purposes, including education.
In 1935, California added the ‘use tax’, to protect retailers in the state from tax-free, out-of-state competition. In
subsequent years, cities began to impose their own sales tax, each with different taxable items and reporting
requirements. In response to merchant complaints, the state legislature, in 1955, adopted a uniform local tax to

be administered only by the state. The uniform tax must be levied countywide and individual cities cannot levy
the tax unless it has been first adopted by the county in which the city is located.

Currently, the unincorporated sales tax rate in Kings County is 7.25% (the county base rate). Over the years,
voters have passed 1% sales tax rate increases in the incorporated areas of Avenal, Corcoran, Hanford, and
Lemoore, increasing those respective incorporated sales tax rates to 8.25% (the base county rate + the
incorporated area increase).

The County’s consultants, HAL Companies, will provide a comprehensive overview of sales taxes within Kings
County, including how sales taxes work, and how voter-approved sales tax initiatives can impact County
funding.

The original resolution was adopted by the Board in 1996. In 2010, Resolution No. 10-037 was approved to
reflect staff retirements and job title changes, authorizing additional positions to access these records. Currently,
access is limited to the County Administrative Officer, Director of Finance, Senior Accountant, and Assistant
Finance Director. Staff will continue to monitor these resolutions and will return to the Board with any
recommended updates necessary to ensure the County remains appropriately positioned.



BEFORE THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
OF THE COUNTY OF KINGS, STATE OF CALIFORNIA
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IN THE MATTER OF THE COUNTY RESOLUTION NO. 10-037
OF KINGS AUTHORIZING ACCESS TO

AND EXAMINATION OF SALES, USE

AND TRANSACTIONS TAX RECORDS

PURSUANT TO REVENUE AND

TAXATION CODE SECTION 7056 /

WHEREAS, this Resolution supersedes Resolution 96-018 and all prior resolutions of
the Board of Supervisors of the County of Kings adopted pursuant to Revenue and Taxation
Code Section 7056(b); and

WHEREAS, the County contracts with the State Board of Equalization (the “Board”) to
perform all functions incident to the administration and collection of local sales, use and
transactions taxes; and

WHEREAS, the County of Kings contracts with Hinderliter, de Llamas & Associates to
audit the sales, use and transaction taxes information collected by the Board (Agree No. 96-029,
as amended); and

WHEREAS, the County Administrator of the County of Kings deems it desirable and
necessary for authorized representatives of the County and the firm of Hinderliter, de Llamas &
Associates to examine confidential sales, use and transactions tax records of the Board
pertaining to sales, use and transactions taxes collected by the Board for the County; and

WHEREAS, Section 7056 of the California Revenue and Taxation Code sets forth
certain requirements and conditions for the disclosure of Board of Equalization records, and
establishes criminal penalties for the unlawful disclosure of information contained in, or derived
from, the sales, use and transactions tax records of the Board.

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED as follows:

1. That the County Administrator, or other officer or employee of the County
designated in writing by the Board of Supervisors of the County, is hereby appointed with
authority to examine those sales, use and transactions tax records of the Board, and to represent
the County with such authority for purposes related to the following governmental functions of
the County:



(a)  County Administrative Officer.
(b)  Director of Finance.
(c)  Senior Accountant,

(d)  Assistant Director of Finance.

2. That Hinderliter, de Llamas & Associates is hereby designated by the County to
examine the sales, use and transactions tax records of the Board pertaining to sales, use and
transactions taxes collected for the County by the Board. The person or entity designated by
this section meets all of the following conditions:

(a) has an existing contract with the County to examine those sales, use and
transactions tax records (4gree. No. 96-029, as amended); and

(b)  is required by that contract to disclose information contained in, or derived from,
those sales, use and transactions tax records only to the officer or employee authorized under
this resolution to examine the information; and

(c)  is prohibited by that contract from performing consulting services for a retailer
during the term of that contract; and

(d)  is prohibited by that contract from retaining the information contained in, or
derived from those sales, use and transactions tax records, after that contract has expired.

3. The information obtained by examination of Board records shall be used only for
purposes related to the collection of County sales, use and transactions taxes by the Board.

4. This Resolution supersedes all previous authorizations.

5. The Clerk of the Board shall certify to the adoption of this Resolution and send a
certified copy to:

State Board of Equalization

450 “N” Street

P.O. Box 942879

Sacramento, CA 95814

Attention: Local Tax Administrator



The foregoing resolution was adopted upon motion by Supervisor Neves, seconded by
Supervisor Barba, at a regular meeting held on the 15" day
of June, 2010, by the following vote:

AYES: Supervisors Neves, Barba, Fagundes, Valle
NOES: None
ABSENT:  Supervisor Oliveir.

County of Kings, State of California

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have set my hand this 1_5“_’ day of June, 2010.

ol Py

Rhonda Bray, Depuvtzg/Clerk of said Board of Supervisor
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OF THE COUNTY OF KINGS, STATE OF CALIFORNIA
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IN THE MATTER OF THE COUNTY RESOLUTION NO._ 96-018
OF KINGS AUTHORIZING ACCESS OF

SALES AND USING TAX RECORDS

PURSUANT TO REVENUE AND TAXA

TION CODE SECTION 7056
-/

WHEREAS, sales tax revenues can be increased through a system of continuous
monitoring, identification and correction of “point of sale” allocation errors; and

WHEREAS, an effective program of sales tax management will improve
identification of sales tax opportunities as they relate to economic development and
provide for more accurate sales tax forecasting; and

WHEREAS, Kings County desires and needs the combination of data entry,
report preparation, and data analysis necessary to effectively manage the municipal sales
tax base and to recover revenues erroneously allocated to other jurisdictions and

allocation pools; and

WHEREAS, the firm of Hinderliter, de Llamas & Associates has the programs,
equipment and personnel required to deliver the sales tax services described above.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED as follows:

Section 1. The following County officials are hereby authorized to receive and
review sales and use tax allocation information from the State Board of Equahzatlon

Kings County Auditor - Darrell Warnock
Kings County Treasurer - VeeJay Brann, Q Q \{, \z

DN(

\
Section 2. The following independent contractor for the County of Kings is also
hereby authorized to receive and review sales and use tax data received from the State
Board of Equalization:

and



Hinderliter, de Llamas & Associates
Robert Hinderliter, Principal
Lloyd de Llamas, Principal;

and

Section 3. The County of Kings hereby certifies that Hinderliter, de Llamas &
Associates:

a. Has a current confidentiality contract with the County to
receive sales and use tax records .entered into pursuant to Revenue and
Taxation Code section 7056; and

b. Is required by that contract to disclose information contained
in, or derived from, those sales and use tax records only to an officer or
employee of the County who is authorized by this resolution to examine the
information; and

c.  Is prohibited by that contract from performing consulting
service for a retailer during the term of that contract; and

d. Is prohibited by that contact from retaining the information
contained in, or derived from those sales tax records, after that contract has
expired.

Section 4. Information obtained by examination of Board records shall be used
only for purposes related to the collection of local sales and use taxes by the Board for
municipal revenue forecasting and verification.

Section 5. This resolution supersedes all previous authorizations.

Section 6. The Clerk of the Board shall certify to the adoption of this Resolution
and send forward a certified copy to:

State Board of Equalization

450 N. Street

P. O. Box 942879

Sacramento, CA 95814

Attention: Local Tax Administrator

The foregoing resolution was adopted upon motion by Supervisor
HAMMOND , seconded by Supervisor NEVES , at a regular meeting held on the




ond _day of _appi) , 1996, by the following vote:

AYES: Supervisors =~ HAMMOND, NEVES, BARBA, LOCKHART
NOES: Supervisors

ABSENT: Supervisors  MEIRELLES

/s/ Lee M. Lockhart

Chairman of the Board of Supervisors
County of Kings, State of California

WITNESS my hand and seal of said Board of Supervisors this _2nd day of
April , 1996, '

' /s/ Rose Martinez
Clerk of said Board of Supervisors

h\resolutn\salestax
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