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 (559) 852-2362    ❖ bosquestions@co.kings.ca.us     ❖     www.countyofkingsca.gov 

 
The meeting can be attended on the Internet by clicking the Microsoft Teams hyper link below: 

Join the meeting now  

 

  
 

or by sending an email to bosquestions@co.kings.ca.us on the morning of the meeting for an automated email 
response with the Microsoft Teams meeting link information. Members of the public attending via Microsoft 
Teams will have the opportunity to provide public comments during the meeting. If the Microsoft Teams 
connection malfunctions or becomes unavailable for any reason, the Board of Supervisors reserves the right to 
conduct the meeting without remote access. *Microsoft Teams will be available for access, and the Board 
Chambers will be open at 8:50 a.m.* 

Members of the public who wish to view/observe the meeting virtually can do so on the internet at: 
www.countyofkingsca.gov and click on the “Join Meeting” button or by clicking this link:  

https://youtube.com/live/4Z68-DdEPWI?feature=share 

**Members of the public viewing the meeting through YouTube will not have the ability to provide public 
comment. 

Members of the public may submit written comments on any matter within the Board’s subject matter 

jurisdiction, regardless of whether it is on the agenda for the Board’s consideration or action, and those 

comments may become part of the administrative record of the meeting.  Comments will not be read into the 

record, only the names of those who have submitted comments will be read.  Written comments should be 

directed to bosquestions@co.kings.ca.us email by 8:00 a.m. on the morning of the noticed meeting to be 

included in the record. Those comments received after 8:00 a.m. may become part of the record of the next 

meeting. E-mail is not monitored during the meeting. To submit comments by U.S. Mail, send to:  Kings County 

Board of Supervisors, Attn: Clerk of the Board of Supervisors, County of Kings, 1400 W. Lacey Blvd., Hanford, 

CA 93230. 

   
I.  9:00 AM CALL TO ORDER 

ROLL CALL – Clerk of the Board 
INVOCATION – Pastor Chad Fagundes – Koinonia Church 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
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II.  UNSCHEDULED APPEARANCES 
This is an opportunity for members of the public to address the Board on items of interest within the 
Board's jurisdiction, and which are not already on the agenda. The Board will not answer questions 
impromptu, and concerns or complaints will be referred to appropriate staff. For items which are on the 
agenda, members of the public will be provided with an opportunity to address the Board as each item is 
brought up for discussion. Speakers should limit their comments to not more than two (2) minutes. 

   
III.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
  A. Report out of Closed Session from the regular meeting for January 27, 2026. 
  B. Approval of the minutes from the regular meeting for January 27, 2026. 
    
IV.  CONSENT CALENDAR 
  All items listed under the consent calendar are considered routine and will be enacted by one motion. If 

a Board member has questions, requests additional information, or wishes to comment on an item, the 
vote should not be taken until after questions have been addressed or comments made, and the public 
has had an opportunity to comment on the Consent Calendar items. 

  A. Child Support Services Department: 
   1. a. Consider approving the Agreement between Kings County Child Support Services and the 

Kings County Sheriff’s Office to share information from the California Law Enforcement 
Telecommunications System; 

    b. Authorize the Director of Kings County Child Support Services and the Kings County 
Sheriff to sign the Release of Information Agreement. 

  B. Fire Department: 
   1. a. Consider approving the Grant Agreement with the State of California Office of Traffic 

Safety for the State and Community Highway Safety Grant retroactively effective from 
October 1, 2025 through September 30, 2026; 

    b. Approve the purchase of seven pneumatic air bags from LN Curtis; 
    c. Adopt the budget change. (4/5 vote required) 
  C. Library: 
   1. a. Consider approving the First Amendment with All Ways Moving Doing Business As Cal 

Bennetts for moving and storage services retroactively effective from November 17, 2025 
through the completion of the library renovations; 

    b. Adopt the budget change. (4/5 vote required) 
  D. Public Health Department: 
   1. Consider approving the Program Letter of Agreement with Adventist Health Hanford for 

family medicine residency rotations effective February 3, 2026 through February 2, 2030. 
   2. Consider approving the Agreement with ATC Healthcare Services, LLC for physical therapy 

services effective February 3, 2026 through February 2, 2028. 
   3. Consider approving an Amendment to the Memorandum of Understanding with California 

Department of Public Health to retroactively extend the term date from January 31, 2026 
through February 28, 2026. 

  E. Public Works Department: 
   1. a. Consider authorizing the installation of No Parking signs along the west side of 19 ½ 

Avenue starting at the intersection of Industry Way and extending for 500 feet north;  
    b. Authorize the installation of No Parking signs along the north side of Industry Way starting 

at the intersection of 19 ½ Avenue and extending for 500 feet west. 
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  CONSENT CALENDAR CONTINUED 
  F. Public Guardian/Veterans Services Office: 
   1. Consider adopting a Resolution removing Scott Holwell and Carolyn Olivera-McCann as 

official signers, authorizing Codi Pennington, Heather Wooden, and Pablo Ramirez as official 
signers for the Kings County Public Guardian pooled client trust account with Bank of the 
Sierra. 

  G. Administration: 
   1. Consider rejecting the Claim for Damages filed by Gustavo Cruz. 
   2. Consider reappointing two members to the San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District 

Citizens Advisory Committee. 
   3. Consider adopting an Ordinance adding Article VII to Chapter 23 of the Kings County Code of 

Ordinances pertaining to the unlawful possession of a detached catalytic converter. 
   4. Consider approving the amended cancellation schedule for the Board of Supervisors’ 

meetings for 2026. 
    
V.  REGULAR CALENDAR 
  A. Public Works Department – Chuck Kinney/Mitchel Cabrera 
   1. a. Consider approving the Construction Contract Change Order Number Nine with Ardent 

General, Inc. for the Kings County Fire Department, Fire Station Number Five Partial 
Remodel project;  

    b. Authorize the Public Works Director Change Order Number Nine. 
   2. Consider approving the Third Amendment to the Consultant Services Agreement with 

Consor North America, Incorporated to provide construction support for construction of the 
16th Avenue at Tulare Lake Canal Bridge Replacement project retroactively effective from 
September 2, 2025 through July 31, 2026. 

     
  B. Administration – Kyria Martinez/Matthew Boyett/Alex C. Walker 
   1. Consider adopting a Resolution proclaiming February 2026 as Black History Month in Kings 

County. 
   2. Consider approving the State and Federal Legislative Platform for calendar year 2026.  
   3. Consider introducing an Ordinance amending Section 6-6 of the Kings County Code of 

Ordinances to change Director and Assistant Director of Emergency Services from a member 
of the Board of Supervisors and designee appointed by the Board of Supervisors to County 
Fire Chief as the Director and County Executive Officer as the Assistant Director of Emergency 
Services. 

      
VI.  STUDY SESSION 
  A. Administration – Kyria Martinez/Matthew Boyett 
   1. Overview and update on the County’s California Public Finance Authority and California 

Community Housing Agency finances.  
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VII.  BOARD MEMBER ANNOUNCEMENTS OR REPORTS 
On their own initiative, Board Members may make a brief announcement or a brief report on their own 
activities.  They may ask questions for clarification, make a referral to staff or request staff place a 
matter of business on a future agenda (Govt. Code Section 54954.2a). 

   Staff Updates and/or Reports 
   Board Correspondence 
   Upcoming Events 
   Information on Future Agenda Items 
   
VIII.  CLOSED SESSION 
  1. Government Code section 54956.9 

CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – ANTICIPATED LITIGATION 
Significant Exposure to Litigation Pursuant to paragraph (2) of subdivision (d) of section 54956.9 
of the Government Code: One Case 

  2. Government Code section 54956.9 (d)(1) 
CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – EXISTING LITIGATION 
Name of Case: Keri Rosas v. County of Kings, et al., Kings County Superior Court  
Case No. 25CU0383 

  3. Government Code section 54956.9(d)(1)  
CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – EXISTING LITIGATION  
Name of Case: Steven Lance Mendez v. Corcoran Branch Library 
Case No. 24CU0530 

    
IX.  ADJOURNMENT 
  The Regular Meeting for Tuesday, February 10 is canceled  

The next Special Meeting will be held on Tuesday, February 17, 2026, at 9:00 a.m.  
   
X.  11:00 AM CALIFORNIA COMMUNITY HOUSING AGENCY 
   

FUTURE MEETINGS AND EVENTS 

February 10       --  Regular Meeting Canceled  

February 17  9:00 AM  Special Meeting  

February 24       --  Regular Meeting Canceled due to Board Members participating in National Association of 
Counties (NACo) Legislative Conference 

March 3  9:00 AM  Regular Meeting 

March 10  9:00 AM  Regular Meeting 

   

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this meeting, please 

contact the Board of Supervisors office at (559) 852-2362 by 9:00 a.m. on the Monday prior to this meeting. 
 

Agenda backup information and any public records provided to the Board after the posting of the agenda for this meeting will 

be available for public review within 24 hours of receipt of said documents, at the Kings County Board of Supervisors office, 

located at 1400 W. Lacey Blvd., Hanford, CA 93230 or at 

 https://www.countyofkingsca.gov/departments/board-of-supervisors/calendar-agenda-and-action-summary 

 

https://www.countyofkingsca.gov/departments/board-of-supervisors/calendar-agenda-and-action-summary
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2025 FEDERAL LEGISLATIVE PLATFORM – KINGS COUNTY, CALIFORNIA 
 

Paragon Government Relations, in conjunction with Kings County administrative staff and 
department heads, has identified several priority areas for legislative action and monitoring in the 
first term of the 2026 federal legislative session. Many of the legislative priorities are carryovers 
from the previous session. These topics have immediate and lasting impacts to the County, the 
health and safety of its residents, and a variety of constituents who are reliant upon local 
government effectiveness and representation. While this list is detailed, by no means is it written in 
stone. The County must remain flexible to pivot as new items are proposed, and new problems and 
solutions emerge. 

 
LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES 
 
TOP PRIORITIES 

1. Agriculture, Natural Resources, and Water 
2. Unfunded Mandates 
3. Homelessness 
4. High-Speed Rail 
5. Broadband Infrastructure 
6. Energy 

 
AGRICULTURE, NATURAL RESOURCES, & WATER 

1. Support long-term, meaningful solutions to California’s complex water management 
challenges, including legislative proposals and regulatory actions that would ensure more 
reliable and predictable water deliveries to the Central Valley. 

2. Support reauthorizing the 2016 Water Infrastructure Improvements for the Nation (WIIN) Act, 
which expired in 2021.  

3. Support efforts to enhance existing surface water storage facilities, as well as construct new 
storage facilities within the state.  

4. Support regional efforts to construct water infrastructure and storage projects. 
5. Support efforts towards the Raising Pine Flat Dam Resiliency Project. 
6. Support regional water infrastructure and storage projects. 
7. Supports funding efforts for Airborne Snow Surveys. 
8. Oppose legislation and biological opinions at the Delta that limits Delta pumping and 

continues to flush surface/runoff water through the Delta to the Pacific Ocean, leaving south-
of-Delta communities without sufficient vital water resources or the ability to store critical 
resources in times of excess flows. Support legislation and biological opinions at the Delta that 
increases water deliveries to south-of-Delta users and decreases the amount of water sent 
through the Delta west into the Pacific Ocean.   

9. Support farming and farmers’ needs due to the reduced use of groundwater as a result of 
Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) implementation. 

10. Kings County continues to have significant concerns with efforts aimed at defining the scope 
of waterways that are subject to federal regulatory oversight under the Clean Water Act. In 
response to the U.S. Supreme Court’s Sackett v. EPA decision, the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in September 2023 finalized a 
rule intended to define “waters of the United States” (WOTUS) in a manner that would 
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provide regulatory clarity to impacted stakeholders. Despite this intent, the latest EPA-Corps 
rule is expected to face a series of legal challenges, thus perpetuating the longstanding 
uncertainty that local governments, water districts, farmers, homeowners, private property 
owners, manufacturers, and small businesses have faced with respect to jurisdictional 
determinations under the Clean Water Act. 

11. Supports efforts to amend the Endangered Species Act (ESA) and other environmental laws in 
a manner that will increase the allocation to Central Valley Project water contractors, and 
opposes any legislation that negatively impacts such contractual allocations. Support changes 
to the ESA that take into account the intra-species similarities when adding new animals as 
endangered species. 

12. Support efforts to implement solutions to protect the County’s supply of surface and 
groundwater and to improve County and regional economic and agricultural opportunities. 
Support protection of federal surface water supplies as well as an increase in federal surface 
water allocations. 

13. Support efforts to properly manage the forest in the Sierra Nevada to ensure the conditions 
in the forest do not adversely impact the County’s groundwater supply, as the snowpack and 
subsequent forest runoff are vital the County’s groundwater supply. 

14. Support grants and other federal funding opportunities or legislative proposals that help 
disadvantaged communities in Kings County improve access to a safe and reliable water 
supply. 

15. Support continued funding for the Agriculture Improvement Act (Farm Bill), which will provide 
for safeguards against invasive pests and diseases. 

16. Support Invasive Species and Specialty Crop Program funding. Continued funding of Pest 
Exclusion, Pest Detection Trapping and Survey Activities, Rapid Response, Pest Management 
and Eradication, and Public Education Outreach Programs is critical in protecting California 
and the nation’s resources. 

17. Oppose additional and/or excessive tariffs on imported and exported goods.    
18. Support the transparency of domestic and foreign ownership of agricultural land.  

 
HEALTH & WELFARE 

1. Supports increased funding for public health programs and initiatives to continue building 
local public health capacity to combat and control communicable diseases. 

2. Support a dedicated federal funding stream to fund preventive health services or activities that 
improve community health outcomes for public health prevention and wellness, including 
necessary staffing and administrative oversigh. 

3. Support flexibility for California to design prevention programs to take advantage of 
California’s state and local health department strengths and encourage the provision of 
equitable base funding to state and local health departments with additional funding available 
on a competitive basis. 

4. Support improvement of nutrition, obesity and fitness education programs, as well as health 
literacy in California’s population. 

5. Support an increase in access to healthy foods and a decrease in access to unhealthy foods 
and beverages. 

6. Support funding for suicide prevention and prevention programs.  
7. Support funding for mobile crisis programs.  
8. Support the reduction in food insecurity. 
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9. Support legislation that would enhance the provision of emergency and/or trauma services 
and increased funding for the various components of emergency and trauma care systems, 
including operations, equipment, infrastructure, ancillary services, public health 
interventions, and physician reimbursements. 

10. Support efforts that would ensure that any potential reforms of health and welfare 
entitlement programs do not shift additional cost burdens from the federal government or 
state to the counties. 

11. Support funding and assistance for counties to serve indigent populations and the impact on 
this population as a result of reductions and cuts to Medicare. 

12. Oppose efforts to reduce state and federal funding streams, which would shift costs to local 
health, behavioral health, and/or human services departments. 

13. Oppose any effort to reduce or divert funds from the Prevention and Public Health Fund 
(PPHF). The PPHF, which was created by Section 4002 of the Affordable Care Act, is the 
nation’s first mandatory funding stream dedicated to improving our nation’s public health, 
enabling local health departments to augment, expand, or create chronic disease programs 
addressing community needs. 

14. Oppose reductions to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) emergency 
preparedness grant. 

15. Support sustained funding and legislation for public health emergency preparedness, 
response, and recovery from natural and man-made disasters, such as extreme temperatures, 
flood, drought, pandemic/emerging infectious disease, and bioterrorism.   

16. Support growth and sustainability in the Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, 
and Children (WIC).  

17. Support policy and sustained funding for childhood and adult vaccination programs.  
18. Support policies, legislation, and funding to Maternal Child Health programs.  
19. Support Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) waivers expanding Medicaid 

payments to cover Board and Care facilities for adults with severe mental illness (SMI). 
Support amending the Social Security Act to include these facilities as reimbursable under 
Medicaid. Support creating a specialized waiver program, similar to the Assisted Living 
Waiver, would provide a targeted approach to addressing the unique needs of this population. 
Support modifying the Institution for Mental Diseases (IMD) exclusion to exempt Board and 
Care facilities for adults with SMI. 

20. Supports legislation and/or federal budget actions that would modify the Institution for 
Mental Diseases (IMD) exclusion. IMDs in California with more than 16 beds are not 
reimbursed through Medi-Cal due to the federal IMD exclusion rule. Support the exclusion of 
substance use disorders from the definition of mental disease for IMD determination 
purposes, enabling more facilities to provide SUD treatment under Medicaid.  

21. Support the exemption of Qualified Residential Treatment Programs (QRTPs) from the 
Institution for Mental Diseases (IMD) exclusion, which prohibits Medicaid reimbursement in 
facilities of more than 16 beds. 

22. Support federal Title IV-E reform to eliminate the linkage between Aid to Families with 
Dependent Children (AFDC) 1996 eligibility requirements and the Title IV-E Federal payments 
for Foster Care. Make all children served by the Child Welfare System or placed in Foster Care 
eligible for Federal Title IV-E funding. Support retaining the entitlement nature of the Title IV-
E foster care and adoption assistance programs and eliminate outdated rules that base the 
child’s eligibility for such support on parental income and circumstances.     
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23. Support amendments to the Family First Prevention Services Act (FFPSA) to better align the 
FFPSA with California’s Continuum of Care Reform initiatives and prevention services 
provided by the state, including the provisions in the enacted 2019 Family First Transition Act. 

24. Support increased federal funding for services and income support needed by parents seeking 
to reunify with their children in foster care. 

25. Support increased federal funding to recruit, retain and support foster families. 
26. Oppose efforts to reduce or block grant federal funding for Medicaid/Medi-Cal administration 

or benefits, including efforts to place a per-capita cap on funding, or limiting the ability of 
states to leverage funds through assessments on providers or use of intergovernmental 
transfers or certified public expenditures as a financial match for Medicaid. Oppose additional 
eligibility restrictions for Medicaid.   

27. Support increased appropriations for the Elder Justice Act to support state and county adult 
protective service programs. 

28. Support increased federal funding and support for Temporary Assistance for Needy Families 
(TANF)/CalWORKs subsidized employment programs and for the ability of states to provide 
and receive federal support for vocational education and career technical training for longer 
than 12 months. 

29. Supports efforts to improve food security and augment federal investments in the 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP). 

30. Opposes efforts to block or otherwise limit the federal contribution to SNAP/CalFresh. 
Supports increased federal funding for SNAP Employment and Training (E&T). Oppose lifetime 
bans on SNAP/CalFresh assistance for ex-felons who have served their prison sentence. 
Oppose federal mandates to require states to increase SNAP/CalFresh work requirements. 
Support legislation and removing regulatory barriers to expand SNAP/CalFresh eligibility for 
students enrolled at institutions of higher education. 

31. Supports increasing access to healthy foods through vouchers such as through USDA’s fresh 
fruit and vegetable program. 

32. Support continued funding for the Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and 
Children (WIC).  

33. Support legislation that increases access to the Head Start program and to affordable, high-
quality childcare and early learning programs. 

34. Support legislation that broadens eligibility and access to high-quality, affordable childcare 
and early learning programs, and increase childcare workers’ compensation and professional 
development opportunities. 

35. Support legislation, budget, or administrative action to fully fund the child support program. 
36. Support legislation that provides adequate funding for local child support agencies to ensure 

a consistent level of service throughout the state. 
37. Support legislation that would enable greater efficiency in the child support program. 
38. Support legislation that restores funding reductions to child support programs and local child 

support agencies (LCSAs), recognizing them as a critical part of the social safety net for 
children and families.  

 
PUBLIC SAFETY  

1. Oppose legislation that would prohibit a political subdivision from receiving federal justice 
and/or homeland security grant funding based on noncompliance with the terms of Federal 
immigration law (including, but not exclusively, 8 USC Section 1373) if such noncompliance is 
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a consequence of being required to abide by the terms of a statute or other legal requirement 
of a State with jurisdiction over that political subdivision. 

2. Support legislation and appropriations for County efforts directed at: programs that recognize 
the extent of the gang and narcotics problems in our County and in the San Joaquin Valley; 
prevention programs that educate youth about drugs and gangs; treatment programs; and 
tougher penalties for illegal-drug related crimes. 

3. Support legislation that would reauthorize and provide adequate funding for the State 
Criminal Alien Assistance Program (SCAAP).  

4. Support legislation that provides funding for local public safety programs, including 
Community Oriented Policing Services (COPS) and for school resource deputies in rural 
counties. Support increasing the maximum level of funding per officer and increasing the 
number of years covered by the grant. 

5. Support legislation that provides funding, including grant opportunities, which target 
prevention, response, and recovery efforts for disasters in addition to disaster preparedness, 
resiliency, and response programs. This includes the SAFER grant program, as well as the 
Assistance to Firefighters Grant program.  

6. Support legislation that reauthorizes, streamlines, and improves access to Federal Emergency 
Management Administration grant programs and support. 

7. Support federal funding opportunities that would provide additional resources to aid in law 
enforcement efforts, including the purchase of vehicles, ongoing support for the Body Worn 
Cameras, and video evidence/record storage. 

8. Support providing Medicaid/Medicare/Medi-Cal reimbursement for services provided to 
justice-involved individuals who are in county custody pending disposition of their case. 

9. Oppose efforts to withhold federal funding to the County pursuant to cooperation with 
federal immigration authorities. 

10. Support providing additional federal support for the U.S. Postal Service (USPS), including 
enhanced support for mail security. 

11. Support a conviction of a felony, higher federal fines, and prison sentences for crimes 
involving mail and delivery thefts from USPS, Amazon, UPS, FedEx, and other package carriers.  

12. Support efforts that would improve care coordination for individuals suffering from mental 
health, substance use and/or other chronic health conditions by allowing Medicaid payment 
for medical services furnished to an incarcerated individual during the 30-day period 
preceding the individual’s release and allowing pretrial detainees to receive Medicaid benefits 
at the option of the state. Support legislation that would remove limitations on other federal 
benefits – such as Medicare, Supplemental Security Income (SSI), and Children’s Health 
Insurance Program (CHIP) benefits – for pre-trial inmates of jails, detention centers, and 
prisons. 

13. Support providing pre-trial detainees and incarcerated individuals with access to federal 
health benefits which would improve care coordination, decrease short-term costs to local 
taxpayers and long-term costs to the federal government.  

14. Support revisions to Section 1905(a)(A) of the Social Security Act, that denies juveniles and 
adults housed in detention facilities federal health benefits – often referred to as the Medicaid 
Inmate Exclusion Policy (MIEP) – to make them eligible for these benefits.  

15. Support increased and sustained funding for rural crime activities, such as Victims of Crime 
Act (VOCA), Violence Against Women Act (VAWA), and elder abuse. Support funding for 
programs that supplement expenses related to legal education credentials.   
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16. Support the creation of a new statutory scheme preventing the transportation, sale, and 
possession of fentanyl.  

17. Support funding for the development of a Fire Headquarters, an Emergency Operations 
Center, and mobile capabilities, which would serve the needs both directly and indirectly of 
over 158,000 people. 

18. Support the expansion of the Fire Department’s communication system. Oppose legislation 
that would decrease communication services that would be critical for emergency alerts.  

 
VETERANS & MILITARY AFFAIRS 

1. Support legislation that would provide increased access for County Veterans Service Offices 
(CVSO) to Veterans Affairs (VA) information systems (i.e., Veterans Benefits Management 
System, Veterans Appeals Control and Locator System, Modern Award Processing-
Development, etc.) for use in developing and monitoring claims submitted on behalf of 
veterans.  

2. Support legislative, regulatory, and/or policy changes that would create a federal/state/local 
government partnership to reduce the VA veteran’s claims backlog and expand outreach 
services to veterans.  

3. Support the implementation of and proper funding for the Dole Act which would, among 
other things, expand economic opportunities for veterans, simplify the veterans disability 
claims process, reform services for aging veterans, and open more doors for mental health 
support. 

4. Support legislation requiring US Department of Veterans Affairs (USDVA) accreditation in 
order for individuals/organizations to represent veterans to the USDVA in the benefit/claims 
process. 

5. Support legislation that would address safety concerns over foreign ownership of land near 
military installations.   

 
GENERAL GOVERNMENT 

1. Support legislation that will expand the Family Medical Leave Act definition of family 
relationships to be consistent with that of the state’s family medical leaves to avoid the 
duplication of leaves. 

2. Oppose freezing of funding for mandated programs, such as those experienced during a 
government shutdown or fundamental change in federal administration. 

3. Oppose Federal pre-emptions or efforts to negate state laws involving artificial intelligence. 
4. Support legislation that will fund elections infrastructure to enable adequate compliance of 

current state and federal codes.   
5. Support efforts to expand protections for election workers and polling locations against 

threats of violence and harassment. 
6. Oppose legislation that expands or extends any public safety presumptions of occupational 

injury or illness and support legislation that repeals the presumption that the findings of a 
treating physician are correct. 

7. Oppose unfunded mandates from the Occupational Safety and Health Administration.  
8. Oppose unfunded election mandates or unfunded elections.  
9. Pursue and support any sources of potential election funding to include the support of any 

bills that allow for local election officials to charge the Federal and State agencies for the 
administration of their elections. 
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10. Support modifications to voting laws which allow counties the flexibility to implement an 
election model that is beneficial to their respective county.  

11. Support funding for election security and infrastructure. 
12. Supports programs like the State and Local Cybersecurity Grant Programs, that provide 

federal funding to local governments to address cybersecurity risks. 
13. Support the continuation of the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) E-Rate program 

for Kings County and all public libraries. 
14. Oppose legislation increasing the statute of limitation on claims against an organization for 

alleged child sexual abuse. 
 

HOUSING & TRANSPORTATION 
1. Support enhanced Housing and Urban Development (HUD) funding that helps to address 

homelessness. Support increased federal funding to develop, restore or revitalize affordable 
housing.  

2. Support increased federal funding for low-income vouchers to subsidize rents, including 
supports and incentives for landlords.  

3. Support enhanced federal funding to prevent homelessness as well as housing and social and 
behavioral health supports for individuals experiencing homelessness. 

4. Support cross-jurisdictional databases to better serve the homeless population to avoid 
redundancy of services and processes. 

5. Support legislation to restore Highway Trust Fund solvency in order to fund major programs 
important to Kings County.   

6. Support funding to assist with the movement of goods on State Route 198 (SR198). Widening 
approximately 20 miles of SR198 will assist with goods movement to Naval Air Station (NAS) 
Lemoore, as well as the Central Valley of California. 

7. Support any move by NAS Lemoore to expand additional runway construction to support the 
aging airstrips currently being used. Support funding for other infrastructure expansions such 
as roads and water projects.  

8. Support revisions to the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s (FEMA) threshold 
definitions to ensure support for rural communities impacted by disasters.  

9. Support FEMA funding for local disasters.   
10. Support funding for infrastructure damage repair as a result of the 2023 flood (roads, bridges, 

etc.)  
11. Support the implementation of an environmental reciprocity program that would allow the 

State of California and local transportation agencies to conduct environmental reviews and 
make approvals for transportation projects under State environmental laws and regulations 
instead of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). 

12. Support legislation and policies that would prioritize formula over discretionary or 
competitive allocation to programs 

13. Support set asides for smaller Metropolitan Areas and Rural Areas as part of major programs; 
ensure set asides for Small Projects. 

14. Support maintaining flexibility and authority for Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs) 
15. Support the elimination of substantial local match requirements on programs. 
16. Support new funding mechanisms from a ten percent tax on bike tires and electric vehicle 

batteries and eliminate the fuel tax subsidy for transit. 
17. Support increased flexibility for states and local governments to improve their systems with 
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multimodal infrastructure, including public transportation and rail, active transportation, and 
technology and system management. 

18. Support implementation of the exceptions to Buy America proposed previously by FHWA in 
Federal rulemaking and reinstate the waiver process to ensure transportation projects are 
progressing without significant delays. 

19. Support the development of clear guidelines on exceptions at the Federal level to create a 
consistent nationwide application of rules and reduce the burden, delays and resources 
expended over small percentages of materials. 

20. Support policies to identify and quantify the most crucial elements of a pilot program for the 
next transportation bill to assist with maintaining those farm-to-market routes deemed crucial 
for interstate commerce. 

21. Support legislation that would exempt the maintenance of existing public works 
facilities/infrastructure from permit requirements under the Endangered Species Act. 

22. Support reform of the National Highway Freight Program to include eligibility more clearly for 
investment in integrated freight management solutions and freight safety programs, including 
for emergency responders. 

23. Support increased funding to enhance and sustain rail operations including the movement of 
freight within and through the County. 

 
COMMUNITY, ECONOMIC, & WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT 

1. Support maximum funding for the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program. 
Support legislation and funding opportunities that would allow flexible use of the CDBG 
program income for continued program costs without risking a non-entitled jurisdiction’s 
eligibility for future grants. 

2. Support the creation of dedicated funding to support the continuance of housing 
rehabilitation programs to restore existing dilapidated housing to improve neighborhoods. 

3. Support affordable home insurance options. 
4. Oppose the use of entitlement jurisdictions in community development funding, which 

automatically allocate federal funding to county unincorporated areas with populations of 
200,000 or more and send the balance to the State for the State to allocate.     

5. Support funding for infrastructure improvements on the electric grid, grid resiliency, water 
conveyance, broadband, communications systems, and EV chargers and battery storage.    

6. Support full funding for local Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA) programs. 
Support local control and flexibility of WIOA programming to better serve the needs within 
the County’s workforce.  

7. Oppose unsustainable increases in the cost of energy, including gas and electricity. Support 
programs and initiatives aimed at lowering energy costs. 

8. Support evolving workforces/industries as agribusiness impacts are realized due to SGMA 
regulations and legislation and biological opinions that limit water deliveries south of the 
Delta. Support start-up, growth, and sustainability funding for evolving industries.  

9. Oppose regionalization and preserve local control over program funding and grant initiatives.  
10. Oppose unfunded mandates related to the State’s implementation of their Master Plan for 

Education. Support federal investments in apprenticeships, in-depth community needs 
assessments, and stakeholder meetings necessary before implementation of the Master Plan 
for Education. 

11. Support funding for first responder infrastructure upgrades and/or repair, such as repeater 
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site restoration and upgrades. 
12. Support implementation of and continued funding for the U.S. Department of Commerce’s 

Broadband Equity, Access, and Deployment (BEAD) program grants. Broadband connection 
rates need to be reasonable in order to be competitive for local government use. 

13. Support funding for the “Final Mile” program which is an initiative that looks to build the 
physical infrastructure needed to deliver high-speed internet directly to individual homes and 
business.  

14. Support funding for the U.S. Department of Agriculture to provide reliable and affordable 
high-speed internet e-Connectivity. 

15. Support legislative efforts to maintain current levels of funding for the implementation of 
universal service and library connectivity discount provisions E-Rate (Telecommunications Act 
of 1996, allowing any communications business to compete in any market against any other). 
Support expansion of provisions to other governmental agencies.  

16. Support the deployment and availability of emerging technologies, such as small cell 5G, to 
rural areas of the nation. 

17. Support local decision-making and accountability and opposes actions that would preempt or 
limit the zoning and siting authority of local governments. 

18. Support the continuation or creation of a permanent broadband affordability program to 
provide low-income residents with connectivity.  

 
OTHER LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES 
 
IMMIGRATION 

1. In response to labor shortages in agriculture, support programs, such as the H-2A Temporary 
Agricultural Workers visa program, to ensure there are opportunities for those to engage in 
agricultural work legally, and support legislation that provides labor protections for those 
performing agricultural work, regardless of their immigration status.  

2. Support legislation that would create a pathway for undocumented agricultural workers and 
residents to gain legal residency status and provide a pathway to citizenship.  

3. Support the enforcement of existing immigration law in a matter compliant with the law, 
responsive to community needs and public safety, affording due process and legal protections 
undocumented individuals are otherwise entitled to.   

4. Support legislation to modify the California Values Act (SB 54). Specifically, expand the 
exceptions under SB 54 to allow local law enforcement to collaborate with Federal Partners 
on immigration status of persons encountered, such as in notifying immigration agents of a 
person’s release date and allowing transfers into immigration agent custody.  

5. Oppose efforts that categorize a person’s undocumented status as being a criminal, and focus 
enforcement prioritization on those who are alleged, convicted of, or have committed violent 
crimes, sexual assault, drug offenses, driving under the influence, petty theft, burglary, 
vandalism, and other crimes, affording due process and legal protections undocumented 
individuals are otherwise entitled to. 
 

FEE-TO-TRUST REFORM/TRIBAL GAMING 
1. Support federal legislation, as well as regulatory changes in the current fee-to-trust process, 

that would provide an incentive for counties and tribes to enter into judicially enforceable 
agreements when tribes are permitted to engage in economic development activities, 
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including gaming. Agreements should fully mitigate local impacts from a tribal government’s 
business activities and fully identify the governmental services to be provided by the county 
to that tribe. In cases in which a county and tribe are unable to reach a local mitigation 
agreement, federal legislation/regulations should require the Secretary of the Interior to 
certify that all anticipated off-reservation impacts have been mitigated to the maximum 
extent practicable. Support reforms that would protect the County’s interests and account for 
any impacts on natural resources in case of a possible future expansion or new development. 

 
  USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT 

1. Support legislation and/or administrative action that would expand the eligibility 
requirements for USDA’s Rural Development Communities Facilities programs. Specifically, 
the County supports increasing the population threshold used to determine whether 
communities are eligible for such grants and loans. Eligibility expansion should also exclude 
prison inmates from population thresholds. 

2. Support more monetary assistance over loan programs. 
3. Support increased access to localized disaster relief funding. 

 
TAX EXEMPT BONDS 

1. Support efforts to protect the municipal bond and private activity bonds (PAB) tax exemption, as 
well as legislation that would restore the exemption for advance refunding bonds. 
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BACKGROUND: 
CalPFA is a political subdivision of the State of California established under the Joint Exercise of Powers Act 
for the purpose of issuing tax-exempt conduit bonds for public and private entities throughout California.  
CalPFA was created by Kings County and the Housing Authority of Kings County, California. CalPFA is 
empowered to promote economic, cultural, and community development opportunities that create temporary 
and permanent jobs, affordable housing, community infrastructure, and improve the overall quality of life in 
local communities. 
 
CalCHA is a political subdivision of the State of California established by Kings County and the Housing 
Authority of Kings County, California under the Joint Exercise of Powers Act. CalCHA issues governmental 
purpose bonds for the purpose of financing projects that provide, preserve and support affordable local housing 
for low-income, moderate-income and middle-income families and individuals. 
 
Obligations for bonds issued by CalPFA and CalCHA are repaid solely from amounts received pursuant to the 
terms and provisions of the financing agreements executed by the borrower. The County is not a party to the 
financing agreements. The obligations are not secured by any form of taxation or any obligation of either the 
County or CalPFA/CalCHA. Bond obligations neither represent or constitute a general obligation of the County 
or CalPFA/CalCHA. The borrower indemnifies CalPFA and CalCHA, including the County.  
 
The bonds issued by CalPFA and CalCHA are structured so that they are repayable from project revenues (e.g., 
rental income) rather than general taxing power. This is typical of revenue bonds used for housing and similar 
municipal projects. In contrast, General Obligation Bonds are backed by the full taxing authority of a 
government entity. Instead, bonds issued by CalPFA and CalCHA are backed by the specific project’s income 
streams. 
 
Both CalPFA and CalCHA contract with GPM Municipal Advisors, LLC (GPM) to provide consulting, 
strategic advisory, and program management services in issuing and overseeing these bonds. GPM assists in the 
administration of bonds once issued, including but not limited to billing and collection of administrative fees 
and management of audits and regulatory reporting. 
 
On December 16, 2025, staff were before the Board with an update on the County’s Government Center 
Remodel Project. During that study session, staff informed the Board that in early 2026 they will finalize the 
amount of all up-front capital available to use in financing the project. There is a possibility at the Boards 
direction to utilize all, some, or none of the CalPFA/CalCHA funds for the courthouse project remodel. Staff is 
seeking direction and will come back with formal approval on a future Board date to finalize the authority of 
approval should the Board allocate funds. 
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