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Board of Supervisors 
Regular Meeting Agenda 

 
Date:  Tuesday, January 27, 2026  
Time:             9:00 a.m.  
Place: BOARD of SUPERVISORS CHAMBERS, Kings County Government Center 
 1400 W. Lacey Boulevard, Hanford, California 93230 

 
 (559) 852-2362     bosquestions@co.kings.ca.us          www.countyofkingsca.gov 

 
The meeting can be attended on the Internet by clicking the Microsoft Teams hyper link below:  

Join the meeting now     

   
 

or by sending an email to bosquestions@co.kings.ca.us on the morning of the meeting for an automated email 
response with the Microsoft Teams meeting link information. Members of the public attending via Microsoft 
Teams will have the opportunity to provide public comments during the meeting. If the Microsoft Teams 
connection malfunctions or becomes unavailable for any reason, the Board of Supervisors reserves the right to 
conduct the meeting without remote access. *Microsoft Teams will be available for access, and the Board 
Chambers will be open at 8:50 a.m.* 

Members of the public who wish to view/observe the meeting virtually can do so on the internet at: 
www.countyofkingsca.gov and click on the “Join Meeting” button or by clicking this link:  

https://youtube.com/live/s-5EuuMxn78?feature=share 
**Members of the public viewing the meeting through YouTube will not have the ability to provide public 
comment. 
Members of the public may submit written comments on any matter within the Board’s subject matter 
jurisdiction, regardless of whether it is on the agenda for the Board’s consideration or action, and those 
comments may become part of the administrative record of the meeting.  Comments will not be read into the 
record, only the names of those who have submitted comments will be read.  Written comments should be 
directed to bosquestions@co.kings.ca.us email by 8:00 a.m. on the morning of the noticed meeting to be 
included in the record. Those comments received after 8:00 a.m. may become part of the record of the next 
meeting. E-mail is not monitored during the meeting. To submit comments by U.S. Mail, send to:  Kings County 
Board of Supervisors, Attn: Clerk of the Board of Supervisors, County of Kings, 1400 W. Lacey Blvd., Hanford, 
CA 93230. 
   
I.  9:00 AM CALL TO ORDER 

ROLL CALL – Clerk of the Board 
INVOCATION – Pastor Tyler Jones – Koinonia Church 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
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II.  UNSCHEDULED APPEARANCES 
This is an opportunity for members of the public to address the Board on items of interest within the 
Board's jurisdiction, and which are not already on the agenda. The Board will not answer questions 
impromptu, and concerns or complaints will be referred to appropriate staff. For items which are on the 
agenda, members of the public will be provided with an opportunity to address the Board as each item is 
brought up for discussion. Speakers should limit their comments to not more than two (2) minutes. 

   
III.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
  A. Report out of Closed Session from the regular meeting for January 13, 2026. 
  B. Approval of the minutes from the regular meeting for January 13, 2026. 
    
IV.  CONSENT CALENDAR 
  All items listed under the consent calendar are considered routine and will be enacted by one motion. If 

a Board member has questions, requests additional information, or wishes to comment on an item, the 
vote should not be taken until after questions have been addressed or comments made, and the public 
has had an opportunity to comment on the Consent Calendar items. 

  A. Agriculture Department 
   1. Consider approving the Cooperative Agreement with the California Department of Food and 

Agriculture for the County’s Apiary Program retroactively effective from January 1, 2026 
through June 30, 2027. 

  B. County Counsel: 
   1. Consider approving the First Amendment to Engagement for Legal Services with Ellis 

Investigations Law Corporation. 
  C. Community Development Agency: 
   1. Consider adopting Resolution 26-002 authorizing, among other things, the following; 
    a. The Community Development Agency Director to sign the Article 57(g) letter with Empire 

Westside Irrigation District for the non-permanent transfer of 467 acre-feet of Table A 
water from Empire West Side Irrigation District to Kings County; 

    b. The Community Development Agency Director to sign an Agreement between the 
Department of Water Resources of the State of California, Empire Westside Irrigation 
District, and the County for the non-permanent transfer of 467 acre-feet of Table A water 
from Empire West Side Irrigation District to Kings County; 

    c. The Community Development Agency Director to sign an Agreement between Stone Land 
Company and the County holding the County harmless for being a party to the transfer  
Agreement between the Department of Water Resources of the State of California, 
Empire Westside Irrigation District, and the County for the non- permanent transfer of 
467 acre-feet of Table A water from Empire Westside Irrigation District to Kings County; 

    d. The Community Development Agency Director to execute substantially similar Article 
57(g) letters, subsequent water transfer Agreements, and hold harmless Agreements 
with the Department of Water Resources of the State of California, Empire Westside 
Irrigation District, farmers within the Empire Westside Irrigation District, and the County 
following Counsel review and approval. 

  D. Fire Department: 
   1. Consider approving the Agreement with the City of Hanford for State Homeland Security 

Grant Program Fiscal Year 2023 funding for the City of Hanford Police Department’s 
Spectrometer and Ballistics Helmets retroactively effective from September 1, 2023 through 
May 31, 2026. 

   2. a. Consider approving the purchase of four 2026 Chevrolet Silverados; 
    b. Adopt the budget change. (4/5 vote required) 
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  CONSENT CALENDAR CONTINUED 
  E. Human Services Agency: 
   1. Consider approving the Memorandum of Understanding between the Kings County Human 

Services Agency, Kings County Behavioral Health, Kings County Probation Department, Kings 
County Office of Education, and the Central Valley Regional Center for the implementation of 
an interagency system of care effective January 27, 2026 through June 29, 2028. 

   2. a. Consider authorizing the purchase of up to three sedans; 
    b. Authorize the Purchasing Manager to approve the purchase order for three sedans and 

related documents necessary to complete the acquisition. 
  F. Public Health Department: 
   1. Consider approving the Agreement with the California Department of Public Health to 

continue to receive, use and disclose the Center for Infectious Diseases General Data Use and 
Disclosure Agreement effective January 27, 2026 through January 26, 2029. 

   2. a. Consider approving the Grant Agreement with the California Department of Public Health 
for the Disease Intervention Specialist Workforce Development Grant retroactively 
effective from July 1, 2025 through June 30, 2030; 

    b. Delegate signature authority to the Director of Public Health for the plan and budget 
documentation, reporting, non-financial amendments, and plan and budget closing; 

    c. Adopt the budget change. (4/5 vote required) 
  G. Sheriff’s Office: 
   1. a. Consider authorizing the Sheriff’s Office to allow the Deputy Sheriffs’ Association to 

purchase the service handgun for Deputy Eathan Hakker; 
    b. Approve the purchase of a Glock handgun as replacement; 
    c. Adopt the budget change. (4/5 vote required) 
   2. a. Consider adopting a Resolution authorizing the Sheriff’s Office to accept the Department 

of Justice Tobacco Grant for the performance period retroactively effective from 
November 21, 2025 through June 30, 2029; 

    b. Authorize the Sheriff to sign the Memorandum of Understanding with the Department 
of Justice for the Tobacco Grant retroactively effective from November 21, 2025 through 
June 30, 2029; 

    c. Adopt the budget change. (4/5 vote required) 
  H. Administration: 
   1. Information Only. Per Kings County Personnel Rules the District Attorney’s Office requests 

that Legal Office Supervisor, Shelby Frisby, be placed at step 3 of salary range 203.5 beginning 
January 19, 2026. 

   2. a. Consider approving the Agreement with the State Bar of California for the 2025-2028 
Community Assistance, Recovery, and Empowerment Court Funding Agreement for the 
provision of legal services to program respondents retroactively effective from July 1, 
2025 through June 30, 2028; 

    b. Authorize the County Executive Officer to sign the Agreement; 
    c. Adopt the budget change. (4/5 vote required) 
   3. Consider authorizing the Chairman to sign a letter to Governor Newsom regarding the 

Kings/Tulare Area Agency on Aging’s concerns over the State’s lack of adequate oversight 
involving the Autumn Oaks residential facility in Tulare County.  

    
V.  REGULAR CALENDAR 
  A. Administration – Kyria Martinez/Alex C. Walker 

Chemical Waste Management – Bob Henry 
   1. Accept the quarterly report from the Chemical Waste Management 
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  B. Elections – Lupe Villa 
   1. Consider adopting a Resolution calling for the recall election to be held on Tuesday, April 28, 

2026, for Councilmembers Alvaro Preciado, Leticia Gamez, Pablo Hernandez, and David 
Reynosa from the City of Avenal City Council. 

    
  C. Public Health Department – Rose Mary Rahn/Heather Campos 
   1. Consider adopting a Resolution proclaiming February 2026 as Heart Health Month in Kings 

County. 
    
  D. Administration – Kyria Martinez/Alex C. Walker 

Veterans Services Office – Codi Pennington 
   1. Consider approving the updates to the Kings County Freedom Memorial Guidelines. 
     
  E. Administration – Kyria Martinez/Alex C. Walker 
   1. Consider introducing an ordinance adding Article VII to Chapter 23 of the Kings County Code 

of Ordinances pertaining to the unlawful possession of a detached catalytic converter. 
   2. a. Consider adding 1.00 full-time equivalent Fiscal Analyst I/II to Administration in Budget 

Unit 111000; 
    b. Adopt the budget change. (4/5 vote required) 
   3. Consider approving the 2026 Board and Committee Assignments. 
     
VI.  STUDY SESSION 
  A. Administration – Kyria Martinez/Matthew Boyett 
   1. Receive an overview and update on the draft 2026 State and Federal Legislative Platform. 
     
VII.  BOARD MEMBER ANNOUNCEMENTS OR REPORTS 

On their own initiative, Board Members may make a brief announcement or a brief report on their own 
activities.  They may ask questions for clarification, make a referral to staff or request staff place a 
matter of business on a future agenda (Govt. Code Section 54954.2a). 

   Staff Updates and/or Reports 
   Board Correspondence 
   Upcoming Events 
   Information on Future Agenda Items 
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VIII.  CLOSED SESSION 
  1. Government Code section 54956.8 

CONFERENCE WITH REAL PROPERTY NEGOTIATORS 
Property: APNs 011-060-001-000 and 012-240-068-000 
Agency Negotiator: Kyria Martinez 
Under Negotiation: Price and terms of payment 

  2. Government Code section 54956.9 
CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – EXISTING LITIGATION 
Significant Exposure to Litigation Pursuant to paragraph (2) of subdivision (d) of section 54956.9 
of the Government Code: Three Cases 

  3. Government Code section 54956.9 (d)(1) 
CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – EXISTING LITIGATION 
Name of Case: Steven Lance Mendez v. Corcoran Branch Library Case  
Case No. 24CU0530 

  4. Government Code section 54956.8 
CONFERENCE WITH REAL PROPERTY NEGOTIATORS 
Property: Youth Athletic Complex (APN: 010-310-004, 010-310-057, 010-360-003, 010-310-060  
(portion)) 
Agency Negotiator: Kyria Martinez 
Negotiating Party: City of Hanford 
Under Negotiation: Price and terms of payment 

    
IX.  ADJOURNMENT 
  The next regularly scheduled meeting will be held on Tuesday, February 3, 2026, at 9:00 a.m.  
   
X.  11:00 AM CALIFORNIA PUBLIC FINANCE AUTHORITY MEETING 
   
XI.   1:00 PM BOARD OF EQUALIZATION MEETING 
   

FUTURE MEETINGS AND EVENTS 

February 3  9:00 AM  Regular Meeting 
February 10       --  Regular Meeting Canceled  
February 17       --  Regular Meeting Canceled due to President’s Day Holiday on February 16. 
February 24       --  Regular Meeting Canceled due to Board Members participating in National Association of 

Counties (NACo) Legislative Conference 
March 3  9:00 AM  Regular Meeting 
   
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this meeting, please 
contact the Board of Supervisors office at (559) 852-2362 by 9:00 a.m. on the Monday prior to this meeting. 
 

Agenda backup information and any public records provided to the Board after the posting of the agenda for this meeting will 
be available for public review within 24 hours of receipt of said documents, at the Kings County Board of Supervisors office, 
located at 1400 W. Lacey Blvd., Hanford, CA 93230 or at 
 https://www.countyofkingsca.gov/departments/board-of-supervisors/calendar-agenda-and-action-summary 

 

https://www.countyofkingsca.gov/departments/board-of-supervisors/calendar-agenda-and-action-summary




































































































































 ...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................  
 
BOARD ACTION: APPROVED AS RECOMMENDED: _________ OTHER: ________ 
 
 
 
 
 

I hereby certify that the above order was passed and adopted 

on ________________________, 2026. 

CATHERINE VENTURELLA, Clerk to the Board 

By                                                    , Deputy. 
 

 
 

SUBMITTED BY: Administration – Kyria Martinez  
 
SUBJECT: PERSONNEL RULE EXCEPTION SALARY 
 
SUMMARY: 
 

Overview: 
Based on the Kings County Personnel Rules, the District Attorney’s Office requests an advanced step 
promotion for Legal Office Supervisor, Shelby Frisby, and requests that she be placed at step 3 of the 
salary range beginning January 19, 2026. 

 
Recommendation: 
Information Only. Per Kings County Personnel Rules the District Attorney’s Office requests that 
Legal Office Supervisor, Shelby Frisby, be placed at step 3 of salary range 203.5 beginning January 
19, 2026.  

 
Fiscal Impact: 
The annual cost for salary and benefits of a Legal Office Supervisor at Step 3 is approximately $100,000 
and is budgeted in Budget Unit 216000. The current budget for salary and benefits in Budget Unit 216000 
includes allocations for the position, which has been vacant for 5 months. No additional appropriations 
are required for Fiscal Year 2026 to fund the request.   
 

BACKGROUND: 
The District Attorney’s Office is allocated two (2) Legal Office Supervisor positions to support daily operations 
and activities of the clerical units. Since April 2025, one of the two positions has been vacant. Human Resources, 
in cooperation with the District Attorney’s Office, ran a recruitment to fill the vacancy and an internal candidate, 
Shelby Frisby, was offered the position. The employee was offered the position at step 3 by the Department head 
on December 8, 2025, and the employee accepted the position on December 8, 2025. The employee began 
working as the Legal Officer Supervisor on December 8, 2025.  

 
 

(Cont’d) 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

  

COUNTY OF KINGS 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

GOVERNMENT CENTER HANFORD, CALIFORNIA 93230  (559) 852-2362 
Catherine Venturella, Clerk of the Board of Supervisors 
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January 27, 2026 
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APPROVAL OF THE 2025-2028 COMMUNITY ASSISTANCE, RECOVERY, AND 
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The agreement before the Board is for $80,000. As a recipient of these funds, the County must be available to 
be appointed to represent respondents in CARE Act proceedings in the Kings County for the period of July 1, 
2025, to June 30, 2028. Similar to the first agreement, this agreement is retroactive to July 1, 2025, so that the 
County may bill expenses from the period before the agreement was brought to the Board, and now that the 
previous agreement is expired. Notably, the State Bar provided the agreement language later than the previous 
year, and outside of the previous anticipated timeline.   
 
Administration is requesting the delegation of signature authority to the County Executive Officer (CEO) 
because agreement submission and closeout procedures are accomplished through an online portal which 
requires account activation. The CEO has an active account with the State Bar and the State’s preferred online 
submission portal.   
 
The agreement has been reviewed and approved by County Counsel as to form. 



25-28 CARE Court Funds Agreement - Kings

FUNDS AGREEMENT

THE STATE BAR OF CALIFORNIA

OFFICE OF ACCESS & INCLUSION – CARE COURT FUNDS
2025 - 2028

This Funds Agreement (“Agreement”) is made as of July 1, 2025, (“Effective Date”) between The
State Bar of California, a California public corporation, with a principal place of business at 180
Howard Street, San Francisco, CA 94105 (“State Bar”), and Kings County County Administrative
Office, a county public defender office or equivalent entity funding public defender services on
behalf of a county, with a principal place of business at 1400 W. Lacey Blvd. Hanford, CA 93230
(“Recipient”). This Agreement sets forth the terms and conditions for receiving the Funds. State
Bar and Recipient are sometimes hereinafter referred to individually as a “Party,” and together as
the “Parties.”

RECITALS

 A. Pursuant to California Business and Professions Code Section 6210-6228 (“Act”), and Title 3,
Division 5, Chapter 2 of the Rules of the State Bar of California (“Rules”), a Legal Services
Trust Fund Program (“Program”) has been established in the State of California. The Office
of Access & Inclusion administers the Program. The Program includes an Equal Access
Fund (“Fund”) that is funded pursuant to the annual California Budget Act and the Uniform
Civil Fees and Standard Fee Schedule Act of 2005 (“Fee Schedule Act”).

 B. In 2022, Senate Bill 1338 (“S.B. 1338”) was enacted, creating the Community Assistance,
Recovery, and Empowerment (CARE) Court Program (Welfare and Institutions Code
sections 5970-5987), as amended in 2023 by Senate Bill No. 35 (“S.B. 35"). In 2025,
Assembly Bill No. 102 (“A.B. 102”) was enacted, allocating $15,750,000 (“CARE Court
Fund”) to be distributed by the Judicial Council of California through the State Bar via grant
awards to qualified legal services projects and unawarded funds, if any, to public defenders
to provide legal counsel pursuant to subdivision (c) of Section 5976 of the Welfare and
Institutions Code for representation in CARE Act proceedings, matters related to CARE
agreements, and CARE plans by December 1, 2025 (“CARE Court Legal Services”). The
CARE Court Fund was to be distributed by the State Bar to qualified legal services projects
who were found to be eligible through a competitive grant process. After which, the Legal
Services Trust Fund Commission shall provide any funds not awarded to qualified legal
services projects for representation in CARE Act proceedings, matters related to CARE
agreements, and CARE plans in each county to that county’s public defender office to
provide those services.

 C. Recipient is a county public defender office that will provide–or, where a county has no public
defender office, a county office designating a county public defender equivalent entity that
will provide (e.g., contract) for–representation in CARE Act proceedings, matters related to
CARE agreements, and CARE plans.

 D. NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of covenants and agreements herein, and for good

Kings County County Administrative Office
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and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which are hereby acknowledged,
the Parties hereto, intending to be legally bound hereby, agree as follows:

AGREEMENTS

 1. Pursuant to A.B. 102, S.B. 104, S.B. 1338, S.B. 35 the Act, Rules, and Fund, and in reliance
upon the promises and representations made by Recipient, the State Bar provides to
Recipient $80,000.00 (“Funding Amount”).

 2. Pursuant to A.B. 102, the State Bar is providing to Recipient an agreement for a three-year
period (“Services Period”). The Services Period will commence July 1, 2025, and end June
30, 2028. The annual California Budget Act and the Fee Schedule Act, however, provide for
annual—rather than a three-year—funding during the Services Period. A.B. 102 provides the
funding for year one and subsequent budget acts would provide the funding for years two
and/or three. As such, funding is not guaranteed for years two and three unless/until a
statute has authorized it. The first annual funding period will commence July 1, 2025 (“Start
Date”), and end January 1, 2027 (“End Date,” with the period from the Start Date to the End
Date known as the “Annual Funding Period”). This Agreement’s Funding Amount, therefore,
shall be available for encumbrance or expenditure only until January 1, 2027. If Recipient isa
public defender office or equivalent entity, it must be available to be appointed to represent
respondents in CARE Act proceedings in Kings County during the three-year Services Period
provided the availability of funds for the relevant annual funding period. If Recipient is a
county office contracting or otherwise providing for public defender services for CARE Court,
it must ensure that the office(s) it selects are available to be so appointed.

 3. The Act, S.B. 917, A.B. 102, S.B. 1338, S.B. 35, Fee Schedule Act, Rules, are incorporated
into this Agreement as if set forth in their entirety in this Agreement. Recipient agrees to
comply with the Act, S.B. 917, A.B. 102, S.B. 1338, S.B. 35, Fee Schedule Act, Rules,
including reporting to the State Bar all expenditures, outcomes, and other data necessary
pursuant to Welfare and Institutions Code sections 5984, 5985, and 5986. Recipient agrees
to comply with all lawful statutes, rules, regulations, guidelines, policies, instructions, and
similar directives pertaining to the Program and the Fund (collectively, “Directives”) including
without limitation, any Directive adopted after the Effective Date. Recipient further agrees to
comply with all applicable state and federal civil rights and anti-discrimination laws, including
but not limited to the Fair Employment and Housing Act, the Civil Rights Act of 1964, and the
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990.

 4. Recipient represents and warrants that its Chief Public Defender or similarly empowered staff
have read and understand this Agreement, the Act, S.B. 917, A.B. 102, S.B. 1338, S.B. 35,
and Rules. Recipient has familiarized appropriate staff with the requirements of this
Agreement, the Act, S.B. 917, A.B. 102, S.B. 1338, S.B. 35, and the Rules.

 5. Pursuant to Welfare and Institutions Code section 5981.5(b), the State Bar will retain control
over the distribution of the Funding Amount to Recipient. It will pay the Funding Amount in
one installment to be paid as soon as reasonably practicable upon execution of this
Agreement. However, under no circumstances will the State Bar bear any liability to
Recipient or to other persons or entities for delays in payments.

 6. Termination.

Kings County County Administrative Office
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a) Notwithstanding any other provision of this Agreement regarding the payment of the
Funds, Recipient acknowledges that the Funding Amount for year one of this Agreement
and all payments thereof shall be made from funds received by the State Bar pursuant to
A.B. 102 (“State Funding”), and are contingent upon the availability and sufficiency of
such funds, as determined by the State Bar in its sole discretion. The funding and
distribution of funds for years two and three of this Agreement are contingent on the
enactment of future appropriation statutes. Consequently, Recipient shall not be
guaranteed any specific dollar amount in funds, or any funds at all, if funds received
pursuant to State Funding are insufficient or unavailable to the State Bar. This
Agreement shall terminate automatically if State Funding becomes unavailable. The
State Bar will not assume any liability whatsoever to Recipient for any failure to pay the
Funding Amount or any part thereof that results because funds are insufficient or
unavailable. Under no circumstances shall the State Bar be liable for any damages,
losses, costs, or liabilities, including but not limited to lost profits, consequential
damages, or claims for breach of contract to Recipient or to other persons or entities for
decreases in funding (e.g., due to future changes in the county allocation formula) or the
unavailability of funding for any reason.

b) The State Bar may terminate for cause, without prejudice to State Bar’s right to recover
any Funding Amount previously paid, if Recipient fails to comply with the provisions of
this Agreement. The termination shall be effective five (5) business days after the State
Bar sends written notice of termination to Recipient pursuant to Section 22.

c) This Agreement will terminate automatically in the event of the bankruptcy or insolvency
of either Party.

 7. This Agreement does not impose on the State Bar any obligation to provide Recipient funds
in excess of the Funding Amount or beyond the end of the Annual Funding Period.

 8. Recipient shall spend the Funding Amount for the purposes and in the manner set forth in
A.B. 102 and S.B. 1338.

 9. Recipient will notify the State Bar within five (5) business days after any change in any
material fact affecting Recipient's eligibility to receive funds.

 10. Recipient will not make any misrepresentations or misstatements of fact in any
communications or report to the State Bar. In the event Recipient later discovers that any
statement made to the State Bar is no longer true, Recipient will notify the State Bar within
five (5) business days after discovering that the statement is no longer true.

 11. Recipient will notify the State Bar within five (5) business days of Recipient’s awareness of
any of the following events: (1) a decision to change Recipient’s name, merge or consolidate
with another entity, cease operations, or cease the activities funded by the Funding Amount;
(2) a decision to close or relocate any main or branch office; (3) significant management
changes, including the departure of and/or hiring or appointment of the Chief PublicDefender
or equivalent position; (4) Recipient becomes insolvent or is in danger of becoming insolvent
within three months; (5) a monetary judgment, settlement, sanction, penalty, or force majeure
event that will substantially impact Recipient’s delivery of legal services; (6) Recipient or any
of Recipient’s officials (e.g., officers and executive team members) or employees with control
over finances or financial management responsibilities is investigated for or charged with
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fraud, misappropriation, embezzlement, theft, or any similar offense, or are suspended,
disciplined, or delicensed by a bar or other professional licensing organization; or (7)
Recipient is investigated or audited by any provider of funds to Recipient.

 12. The Act, S.B. 917, A.B. 102, S.B. 1338, S.B. 35, Fee Schedule Act, Rules, and Directives
set forth requirements concerning the use of Program funds and payment for subcontracts to
provide legal services (“Subcontracted Services”). Recipient acknowledges its obligation to
inform all providers of Subcontracted Services of the requirements of the Program and to
obtain from all Subcontracted Services providers a written agreement to comply with all
requirements of this Agreement as if that provider is the Recipient. Recipients shall take
reasonable steps to monitor the compliance of any providers of Subcontracted Services with
the requirements of the Program and this Agreement. Recipients shall immediately report to
the State Bar any noncompliance by any providers of Subcontracted Services with the
requirements of the Program and/or this Agreement. Recipient assigns to the State Bar all
rights that Recipient has or shall acquire to inspect the premises and records of providers of
Subcontracted Services to ensure compliance with Program; provided, however, that
disclosure of client-identifying information by a provider of Subcontracted Services shall be
governed by the provisions of Section 15 below.

 13. Recipient shall not represent or in any way suggest that it may obligate or pledge the credit
of the State of California or of the State Bar.

 14. Any notices to be given by either Party to the other must be in writing, and both emailed and
delivered personally or by first-class, certified, registered, or overnight mail addressed to the
Parties at the addresses stated below:

  
State Bar: The State Bar of California
 180 Howard Street
 San Francisco, California 94105-1617
  
Attention: Doan Nguyen, Program Director
 Office of Access & Inclusion
 doan.nguyen@calbar.ca.gov
  
Recipient: Kings County County Administrative Office
 1400 W. Lacey Blvd.
 Hanford, CA 93230
 Kyria.Martinez@co.kings.ca.us
  
Attention: Kyria Martinez
 Chief Administrative Officer

 

Each Party may change the notice address appearing above by giving the other Party
written notice in accordance with this Section. Such changes in address for purposes of
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giving notice will be effective two (2) weeks after giving notice of the change in address.

 15. This Agreement, together with the Act, S.B. 917, A.B. 102, S.B. 1338, S.B. 35, Fee
Schedule Act, Rules, and Directives, contains and constitutes the entire agreement between
the State Bar and Recipient regarding the State Bar’s payment of Equal Access Fund monies
to Recipient pursuant to S.B. 101 and supersedes all prior negotiations, representations, or
agreements regarding the State Bar’s payment of Equal Access Fund monies to Recipient
pursuant to A.B. 102, either written or oral.

 16. The Recipient shall neither assign nor transfer any rights or obligations under this
Agreement without the prior written consent of the State Bar. This Agreement shall be
binding upon agents and successors of both Parties.

 17. No amendment, alteration or variation of the terms of this Agreement will be valid unless
made in writing and signed by both of the Parties.

 18. This Agreement was made and entered into by the Parties in the State of California and
shall be construed according to the laws of the State of California. Any action or suit brought
to interpret, construe, or enforce the provisions of this Agreement shall be commenced in the
Superior Court of the State of California, in and for the County of San Francisco.

 19. Each Party represents that it has full power and authority to enter into and perform this
Agreement and the person signing this Agreement on behalf of each Party has been properly
authorized and empowered to enter into this Agreement. Each Party further acknowledges
that its Directors, Trustees, or similarly empowered persons have read this Agreement,
understand it, and agree to be bound by it.

 20. No term or provision herein shall be deemed waived and no breach excused unless such
waiver or consent is in writing and signed by the Party claimed to have waived or consented.
No consent or waiver by one Party to a breach of this Agreement by the other Party, whether
expressed or implied, shall constitute consent to, waiver of, or excuse for any other, different,
or subsequent breach. No amendment, consent, or waiver on behalf of the State Bar shall be
binding upon the State Bar unless it is executed by the Executive Director of the State Bar or
the Executive Director’s designee.

 21. Each provision of this Agreement shall be separately enforceable, and the invalidity or
unenforceability of one provision shall not affect the validity or enforceability of any other
provision.

 22. This Agreement may be executed in any number of counterparts, each of which will be
deemed to be an original, and all of which, together will constitute but one and the same
instrument. Delivery of an executed counterpart of this Agreement by facsimile, email or any
other reliable means will be effective for all purposes as delivery of a manually executed
original counterpart. Either Party may maintain a copy of this Agreement in electronic form.
The Parties further agree that a copy produced from the delivered counterpart or electronic
form by any reliable means (for example, photocopy, facsimile, or printed image) will in all
respects be considered an original.

 
[Signatures Follow]
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By executing this Agreement below, the Parties agree to its terms and conditions. This
Agreement has been executed and delivered by the duly authorized representatives of State Bar
and Recipient as of the date first written above.

 
   STATE BAR OF CALIFORNIA    RECIPIENT

    
    
Date: Date1_______________________________ Date: Date2_______________________________
    
    

By:  By:  
    

   By2_______________________________    By1_______________________________
    
    
    

  Aracely Montoya-Chico_______________________________   Kyria Martinez_______________________________

Name of State Bar Executive Officer
Print Name of Person Authorized to
Sign for Recipient

    
    

  Chief Financial Officer_______________________________   Chief Administrative Officer_______________________________

Title of State Bar Executive Officer
Print Title of Person Authorized to Sign
for Recipient
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KINGS COUNTY 
CARE Court Funding Agreement

January 27, 2025
Presenters: Kyria Martinez, CAO

Alex C. Walker, Administrative Analyst



Overview

Senate Bill (SB) 1338: 
DHCS developing an allocation to provide financial assistance to counties, would 
enact the Community Assistance, Recovery, and Empowerment (CARE) Act.

Assembly Bill (AB) 102: Requires the DHCS, in consultation with the JCC, to 
provide an early implementation report on key data for each trial court 
implementing the CARE Act.

Senate Bill (SB) 35:
Requires CARE Act to be implemented in two phases (Cohort I and Cohort II). 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB1338
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB102
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB102
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240SB35
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240SB35
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240SB35
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240SB35


Purpose

• The CARE Act creates a new pathway to deliver mental health, 
substance use disorder treatment, and support services to eligible 
individuals who have untreated schizophrenia spectrum or other 
psychotic disorders.

• The CARE Act allows the court to order the county to provide 
behavioral health treatment in community-based settings.

• Individuals enter this pathway when a petitioner requests court-
ordered treatment, services, supports, and housing resources 
under the CARE Act, for an eligible individual (or “respondent”).

• Goal is to engage a petitioner to attain services and support.



Eligibility

• 18 years and older with a diagnosis of Schizophrenia Spectrum or Other Psychotic Disorders; 
• Symptoms severe in degree and persistent in duration, which may interfere substantially with 

the primary activities of daily living;
• The person is not stabilized with ongoing voluntary outpatient treatment;
• Either the person is unlikely to survive safely/ independently in the community and the 

condition is deteriorating OR services and support are needed to prevent relapse or 
deterioration;

• Participation in CARE Act is the least restrictive alternative; AND 
• The person will likely benefit from participating in a CARE plan or CARE agreement
• SB 27: expanded the CARE Act to include individuals with bipolar I disorder with psychotic 

features. 
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Adapted from Los Angeles County's CARE Act Process Map.
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CARE 
Agreement

CARE 
Plan

Voluntary
Engagement

The individual engages early with 
county BH and accepts services 
voluntarily.
The case is dismissed, and 
treatment, services, and supports 
are provided outside of the CARE 
process.

Treatment, services, and supports 
take place within the CARE 
process.
All parties are in agreement on 
treatment and services that 
support the recovery of the CARE 
participant. 
A CARE agreement is approved 
by the court.

Treatment, services, and supports 
take place within the CARE 
process.
If parties were not able to reach 
an agreement, the court will 
adopt elements of the parties’ 
proposed plan(s) into a CARE plan 
that supports the recovery of the 
CARE participant. 

Treatment, Services, and Supports

Post-Petition Paths



Participant/Respondent Information

Services may include the following:

Behavioral Health Services

Medically Necessary 
Stabilization Medications

Housing Resources & 
Supports

Funded Social Services, 
including those available to 
indigent California residents

CA
RE

 A
gr

ee
m

en
t/

Pl
an

CARE 
Agreement/Plan

What’s in a CARE Agreement or CARE Plan?
Additional Considerations:
• Respondent and County BH 

will both be expected to 
comply.

• Judge can order 
prioritization of services and 
supports. 

• Services subject to funding 
and federal/state laws.

• County BH may provide 
additional services.

• Other Medi-Cal services 
may be suggested (not 
ordered) by the courts.



Judicial & Legal Aspects

• Representing county behavioral health
• County counsel or other designated attorney

Counsel for Behavioral Health

• Representing the respondent’s interests and rights
• Court-appointed regardless of ability to pay

Legal Aid/Public Defender

• Neutral arbiter
• Will strive to conduct CARE proceedings in informal, non-

adversarial atmosphere
• Can provide a “black robe” effect, encouraging adherence

Judge



Where We Are Today

• Kings County is under Cohort II, went live December 1, 2024.

• 13 total petitions to date
• 1 CARE Agreement In Effect
• 2 CARE Agreements Pending Finalization
• 1 CARE Agreement in “Deliberation”
• 0 CARE Plans
• 9 CARE Petitions Dismissed



Funding Agreement

• The County would receive $80,000 to provide legal counsel for representation 
in CARE Act proceedings, matters related to CARE agreements, and CARE 
plans.

• Funds are anticipated to be received within the Quarter, as early as February 
2026. 

• As a recipient of these funds, the County must be available to be appointed to 
represent respondents in CARE Act proceedings in the County of Kings for the 
period of July 1, 2025, to June 30, 2028. 



Funding Agreement Cont’d

• The County does not have a public defender’s office, rather, the 
Administration Department serves as the equivalent entity, funding public 
defender services on behalf of the County by contracting with licensed, 
qualified attorneys.

• The County will use the funds to provide legal services to CARE respondents 
in accordance with state law and the terms of the agreement. 



Recommendation

a. Approve the agreement with the State Bar for the 2025-2028 Community 
Assistance, Recovery, and Empowerment Court Funding Agreement for the 
provision of legal services to program respondents retroactively effective 
from July 1, 2025 through June 30, 2028;

b. Authorize the County Executive Officer to sign the agreement;

c. Adopt the budget change. (4/5 vote required)



Questions? 





 ...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................   
 
BOARD ACTION: APPROVED AS RECOMMENDED: _________ OTHER: ________ 
 
 
 
 
 

I hereby certify that the above order was passed and adopted 

on ________________________, 2026. 

CATHERINE VENTURELLA, Clerk to the Board 

By                                                    , Deputy. 
 

 
 

SUBMITTED BY: Administration – Kyria Martinez/Matthew Boyett 
 
SUBJECT: LETTER TO THE GOVERNOR REGARDING THE KINGS TULARE AREA 

AGENCY ON AGING 
 
SUMMARY: 
 

Overview: 
Kings County is a member agency to the Kings/Tulare Area Agency on Aging (KTAAA), whose 
purpose is to advise the Area Agency on Aging Governing Board on matters pertaining to development 
and administration of an area plan for Senior Citizens Programs. Currently, Kings County Board 
Supervisor Robert Thayer serves as the Chair of KTAAA. The KTAAA Board is calling on the 
Governor of California for his immediate attention regarding the State’s failure to properly oversee the 
Autumn Oaks residential facility in Tulare County   
   
Recommendation: 
Authorize the Chairman to sign a letter to Governor Newsom regarding the Kings/Tulare Area 
Agency on Aging’s concerns over the State’s lack of adequate oversight involving the Autumn 
Oaks residential facility in Tulare County.  
 
Fiscal Impact: 
There is no fiscal impact to the County General Fund.  
 

BACKGROUND: 
Over the past four to five years, 53 complaints were filed against the Autumn Oaks facility, which is located in 
Porterville. Despite this volume of reports, no significant State intervention occurred. Some of the documented 
complaints included bed bug infestations, limited functioning showers, substandard living conditions, unsafe 
food handling practices, rodent infestations, and denied access to medical treatment, among other things.  
 
 

(Cont’d) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

  

COUNTY OF KINGS 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

GOVERNMENT CENTER HANFORD, CALIFORNIA 93230  (559) 852-2362 
Catherine Venturella, Clerk of the Board of Supervisors 

 
 

AGENDA ITEM 
January 27, 2026 



Agenda Item 
LETTER TO THE GOVERNOR REGARDING THE KINGS TULARE AREA AGENCY ON 
AGING 
January 27, 2026 
Page 2 of 2 

 

 

The California Department of Social Services, Community Care Licensing Division (CCL) is responsible for 
setting standards for facilities, enforcing regulations on facilities, monitoring facilities, and addressing 
complaints and taking corrective action against non-compliant facilities. Despite several complaints, CCL 
repeatedly dismissed complaints as unsubstantiated or granted the facility additional time to correct violations—
corrections that were never made. This pattern of inaction directly endangered vulnerable residents who rely on 
the State for protection. 
 
The KTAAA Board demands immediate corrective action at the State level to ensure such negligence is never 
repeated. Along with a comprehensive review of CCL’s handling of this case, the KTAAA Board calls for the 
adoption of stronger enforcement and safeguard mechanisms, including legislation to prevent such atrocious 
failures and bar negligent operators from returning to service.   
 
As a KTAAA member agency, Kings County has a critical interest and direct role in advocating for issues and 
concerns facing adults as they age. Intended to serve the most economically and socially at-risk, KTAAA 
coordinates a wide range of community-based services to address a variety of needs that develop with age. To 
continue to support the County’s area partner, area continuum of care for seniors, and ensuring seniors have 
access to quality care in Kings and Tulare County, it is recommended that the Kings County Board of 
Supervisors send a similar letter to Governor Newsom outlining the health and safety concerns with the Autumn 
Oaks residential facility and the State’s lack of proper oversight.    



JOE NEVES – DISTRICT 1 
LEMOORE & STRATFORD 

RICHARD VALLE – DISTRICT 2 
AVENAL, CORCORAN, HOME GARDEN 
& KETTLEMAN CITY 

DOUG VERBOON – DISTRICT 3 
NORTH HANFORD, ISLAND DISTRICT 
&NORTH LEMOORE 

RUSTY ROBINSON – DISTRICT 4 
ARMONA & HANFORD 

ROBERT THAYER – DISTRICT 5 
HANFORD & BURRIS PARK 

COUNTY OF KINGS 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

MAILING ADDRESS: KINGS COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER, HANFORD, CA 93230 
OFFICES AT: 1400 W. LACEY BLVD., ADMINISTRATION BUILDING # 1, HANFORD 

(559) 852-2362
Web Site:  https://www.countyofkingsca.gov/ 

January 27, 2026 

The Honorable Gavin Newsom 
Governor of California  
1021 O Street, Suite 9000  
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Dear Governor Newsom:  

RE: Community Care Licensing-California Department of Social Services 

As a member agency of the Kings/Tulare Area Agency on Aging, the Kings County Board of 
Supervisors writes to bring to your immediate attention a deeply troubling and unacceptable 
failure in oversight involving the Autumn Oaks residential facility in Tulare County.  

The California Department of Social Services, Community Care Licensing Division (CCL) 
repeatedly failed to carry out its mandated responsibilities despite receiving extensive complaints 
and issuing multiple notices to the facility. The State did not conduct timely follow-ups, nor did 
it take meaningful corrective action. The Kings County Board of Supervisors calls for a 
comprehensive review of CCL’s handling of this case.  

Over the past four to five years, 53 complaints were filed against Autumn Oaks, located at 848 
N. Jaye Street, Porterville, CA 93257. Despite this alarming volume of reports, no significant
intervention occurred.

The documented complaints include, but are not limited to, the following: 

Substandard Housing 
• Infestation of bed bugs and cockroaches
• Only one of two showers was operational, with no hot water at the point of distribution
• General lack of housekeeping resulting in filthy living conditions

Food Safety Issues 
• Inadequate cold storage for perishable foods, including a walk-in refrigerator measured

above 60 degrees
• Improper handling of cooked foods, including failure to maintain required holding

temperatures
• Evidence of rodent and insect infestation throughout the building, including the kitchen

(feces and shedding observed)
Health and Safety Issues 

• Clients were denied necessary medical treatment
• Clients were sleeping in beds that were filthy and infested with bed bugs

https://www.countyofkingsca.gov/


Despite the severity of these conditions, CCL repeatedly dismissed complaints as unsubstantiated 
or granted the facility additional time to correct violations—corrections that were never made. 
This pattern of inaction directly endangered vulnerable residents who rely on the State for 
protection.  

It was only after County officials were notified and Tulare County Environmental Health 
conducted its own investigation—confirming serious and immediate health hazards—that CCL 
finally requested the facility director to surrender her license. She complied. At that point, Tulare 
County Health and Human Services was informed they bore full responsibility for conducting 
health screenings, coordinating the relocation of all clients, and determining each individual’s 
current health status, as no medical records or medication management information had been 
provided. CCL offered no support, even when specifically asked to contribute toward the cost of 
mobile shower units intended to prevent the spread of bed bugs to new placements and assistance 
with securing food for residents in the days leading to their relocation.  

In addition to failing in its core duty to safeguard residents, CCL’s response was limited to a 
voluntary license surrender. There is no assurance that this individual will not regain her license 
and reopen another facility, placing future residents at risk.  

The conditions at Autumn Oaks constituted a clear and ongoing threat to the health, safety, and 
dignity of residents and staff. This failure of oversight demands immediate corrective action at 
the State level to ensure such negligence is never repeated.  

Along with a comprehensive review of CCL’s handling of this case, the Kings County Board of 
Supervisors calls for the adoption of stronger enforcement and safeguard mechanisms, including 
legislation to prevent such atrocious failures and bar negligent operators from returning to 
service.  

Sincerely, 

Rusty Robinson 
Chairman, Kings County Board of Supervisors 

Cc: The Honorable Alex Padilla, U.S. Senator; The Honorable Adam B. Schiff, U.S. Senator;
The Honorable Vince Fong, U.S. Representative; The Honorable David G. Valadao, U.S.
Representative; The Honorable Jim Costa, U.S. Representative; The Honorable Shannon
Grove, California State Senator; The Honorable Melissa Hurtado, California State Senator; The
Honorable Alexandra M. Macedo, California State Assemblymember; The Honorable Stan
Ellis, California State Assemblymember, The Honorable Rob Bonta, Attorney General



 ...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................   
 
BOARD ACTION: APPROVED AS RECOMMENDED: _________ OTHER: ________ 
 
 
 
 
 

I hereby certify that the above order was passed and adopted 

on ________________________, 2026. 

CATHERINE VENTURELLA, Clerk to the Board 

By                                                    , Deputy. 
 

 
 

SUBMITTED BY: Administration – Kyria Martinez 
Chemical Waste Management – Bob Henry  

 
SUBJECT: KETTLEMAN HILLS WASTE FACILITY QUARTERLY REPORT 
 
SUMMARY: 
 

Overview: 
This is a quarterly report of facility activities at the Kettleman Hills Hazardous Waste Facility. The 
report will be given by representatives from Chemical Waste Management, the company that operates 
the facility.  

 
Recommendation: 
Accept the quarterly report from Chemical Waste Management.  

 
Fiscal Impact: 
None. 
 

BACKGROUND: 
On December 22, 2009, the Board adopted Resolution No. 09-073, which authorized issuing Conditional Use 
Permit No. 05-10 for Chemical Waste Management, Incorporated (CWM) to operate the Kettleman Hills 
Hazardous Waste Facility. As part of the conditions of approval as cited in condition #B-4 of Resolution No. 
09-073, “… the General Manager of the CWM Kettleman Hills Facility shall give quarterly rather than monthly 
reports to the Board of Supervisors, in person, concerning the monitoring program and any and all other work or 
activity at the site, including any and all information sent to all regulatory agencies.” In accordance with these 
provisions, the General Manager will attend the meeting updating the Board on the previous quarter’s activities.  
The Board also may, from time to time, require special reports concerning specific items or activities about 
which they are concerned in addition to the regular update. 
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BOARD ACTION: APPROVED AS RECOMMENDED: _________ OTHER: ________ 
 
 
 
 
 

I hereby certify that the above order was passed and adopted 

on ________________________, 2025. 

CATHERINE VENTURELLA, Clerk to the Board 

By                                                    , Deputy. 
 

 
 

SUBMITTED BY: Elections Department – Lupe Villa 
 
SUBJECT: ADOPT RESOLUTION CALLING FOR THE CITY OF AVENAL RECALL 

ELECTION SET FOR TUESDAY, APRIL 28, 2026  
 
SUMMARY: 
 

Overview: 
On July 11, 2025, the proponents of the Avenal Recall efforts filed with the Kings County Elections 
Department notices of intent to recall four (4) existing City of Avenal Councilmembers in accordance 
with California Elections Code 11220. The proponents satisfied the requirements set in the Elections 
Code to allow the recall to move to ballot. Pursuant to California Elections Code 11227, on January 8, 
2026, the certificates of sufficiency were presented to the governing body of the City of Avenal. 
Government Code section 11240 specifies that within 14 days after the meeting at which the City 
Council receives the certificate(s) of sufficiency, the City Council shall issue an order stating that an 
election shall be held to determine whether or not the officers named in the respective petitions shall be 
called. The governing body of the City of Avenal failed to issue the order within the time specified in 
section 11240 of the Elections Code. Pursuant to section 11241, if an order is not issued, the County 
Elections Official, within five (5) days, shall set the date for holding the recall election. In accordance 
with California Elections Code 11242, the recall election shall be held not less than 88, nor more than 
125, days after the issuance of the order, thereby setting the recall election date of Tuesday, April 28, 
2026. 

 
Recommendation: 
Adopt the resolution calling for the recall election to be held on Tuesday, April 28, 2026, for 
Councilmembers Alvaro Preciado, Leticia Gamez, Pablo Hernandez, and David Reynosa from the 
City of Avenal City Council. 

 
(Cont’d) 
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Fiscal Impact: 
The City of Avenal is responsible for the reimbursement of the cost associated with the conduct of the 
recall election. 
 

BACKGROUND: 
On June 30, 2025, the City of Avenal Recall proponents were given direction on the recall process and were 
provided with the “recall guide” to assist with the process. 
 
On July 11, 2025, the Proponents of the Avenal Recall efforts filed with the Kings County Elections 
Department “notice of intent to recall” against the City of Avenal Councilmembers Alvaro Preciado, Leticia 
Gamez, Pablo Hernandez, and David Reynosa. 
 
The proponents were given direction on how to create the required petitions for each of the recalled 
Councilmembers and were directed to the “recall guide” for further assistance and guidance.  
 
The four (4) separate filed petitions were reviewed by the Elections Department to ensure compliance with 
California Elections Code. The review period involved working closely with the recall proponents to address 
deficiencies found within the petitions. After five reviews, on September 12, 2025, the four (4) filed petitions 
were approved for 60-day circulation. The proponents were tasked with collecting 526 valid signatures by 
November 12, 2025, which is 25% of the number of registered voters within the City of Avenal, from the 
February 10, 2025, report of registration. 
 
On November 12, 2025, the proponents filed the four (4) circulated petitions with sufficient raw signatures for 
each of the Councilmembers, this action initiated the 30-day review period for the Elections Department to 
validate the filed raw signatures. On November 25, 2025, the Elections Department found that each of the filed 
petitions met the required threshold of 526 valid signatures. 
 
On January 8, 2026, Lupe Villa, Kings County Registrar of Voters, presented the City of Avenal governing 
body the certificates of sufficiency for the petitions filed against Councilmembers Alvaro Preciado, Leticia 
Gamez, Pablo Hernandez, and David Reynosa. In accordance with California Elections Code 11240, the 
governing body, in this case the City of Avenal City Council, shall issue the election recall order within 14 days 
from the date the governing body received the certificates of sufficiency. 
 
The City of Avenal City Council failed to call the election by their established 14-day deadline, which was 
January 22, 2026. Elections Code section 11241 requires the County Elections Official, within five (5) days of 
the Avenal City Council’s failure to issue an order for an election in accordance with Elections Code section 
11240, to set the date for holding the election. The City of Avenal City Council’s failure to act forced the Kings 
County Elections Official to set the election date.  
 
The election date for the City of Avenal Recall Election against Councilmembers Alvaro Preciado, Leticia 
Gamez, Pablo Hernandez, and David Reynosa is hereby set as Tuesday, April 28, 2026. The City of Avenal 
Recall Election will be conducted, canvassed, and the results will be declared in the same manner as any other 
election held for the City of Avenal. 
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The resolution has been reviewed and approved by County Counsel as to form. 
 
We respectfully ask that your board adopt the resolution calling for the City of Avenal Recall Election set for 
Tuesday, April 28, 2026. 



BEFORE THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
OF THE COUNTY OF KINGS, STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

 
********* 

 
IN THE MATTER OF                                               
CALLING FOR SPECIAL ELECTION  
ON CITY OF AVENAL RECALL          / 

RESOLUTION NO._________ 

 
WHEREAS, four separate recall petitions – one petition each for the recall of the 

following local officers: City of Avenal Councilmembers Alvaro Preciado, Leticia 
Gamez, Pablo Hernandez, and David Reynosa - were duly submitted to the County of 
Kings Election Official for filing in accordance with Elections Code section 11220;   

 
WHEREAS, the petitions were examined in accordance with Elections Code 

section 11224 and certified to be sufficient by the County Elections Official;  
 
WHEREAS, in accordance with Elections Code section 11224, the County 

Elections Official certified the results of the examinations of the respective petitions to 
the Avenal City Council at the duly conducted City Council meeting on January 8, 2026, 
and certificates of sufficiency for each petition were provided to the Avenal City Council 
at that meeting; 

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to Elections Code section 11240, within 14 days after the 

meeting at which the City Council receives the certificate(s) of sufficiency, the City 
Council shall issue an order stating that an election shall be held to determine whether or 
not the officers named in the respective petitions shall be recalled; 

 
WHEREAS, the Avenal City Council failed to issue the order calling for an 

election within the time period required by Elections Code section 11240; 
 
WHEREAS, Elections Code section 11241 requires the County Elections Official, 

within five (5) days of the Avenal City Council’s failure to issue an order for an election 
in accordance with Elections Code section 11240, to set the date for holding the election;    

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to Elections Code section 11242, the special election shall 

be held not less than 88, nor more than 125 days, after the issuance of the order; and 
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to Elections Code section 11241 and 11242, the County 

Elections Official has set April 28, 2026, as the date for the City of Avenal recall election, 
which date complies with all applicable statutory requirements. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, that the County of Kings, 
Board of Supervisors hereby orders that an election be held in accordance with the 
following specifications: 

 
1. That pursuant to the requirements of the laws of the State of California, a 

special election is hereby set by the County Elections Official to be held in the City of 
Avenal, County of Kings, California, on April 28, 2026, for the purpose of submitting to 
the voters the questions of the recall of Councilmembers Alvaro Preciado, Leticia Gamez, 
Pablo Hernandez, and David Reynosa.  

 
2. The County Elections Official is authorized, instructed and directed to give 

further or additional notice of the election, in the time, form and manner required by law. 
 

3. The Board of Supervisors hereby directs the County Elections Official to 
conduct all necessary services related to the City of Avenal recall election.  

 
4. The ballots used in the election shall be in the form and content as required 

by law.   
 
5. In addition to any other matters required by law, the questions to be 

submitted to the voters of the City of Avenal shall appear on the ballots in substantially 
the following form: 
 

Shall Alvaro Preciado be recalled (removed) from the 
office of Councilmember at-large of the City of 
Avenal? 

YES 

NO 
 
 

Shall Leticia Gamez be recalled (removed) from the 
office of Councilmember at-large of the City of 
Avenal? 

YES 

NO 
 

 
Shall Pablo Hernandez be recalled (removed) from the 
office of Councilmember at-large of the City of 
Avenal? 

YES 

NO 
 

 
Shall David Reynosa be recalled (removed) from the 
office of Councilmember at-large of the City of Avenal? 

YES 
NO 
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6. The vote requirement for each question to pass is a simple majority (50%+1) 
of the votes cast for each of the above ballot question. 

 
7. Pursuant to California Elections Code section 11327, any recalled officer 

may file a statement of not more than two hundred (200) words with the County Elections 
Official, in accordance with California Elections Code section 13307, to be sent to each 
voter, together with the voter information guide. 

 
8. The City of Avenal shall reimburse the County of Kings in full for all costs 

incurred in conducting the recall election as required by applicable law, including without 
limitation Elections Code sections 10002 and 11241.  
 
 The foregoing resolution was adopted upon motion by Supervisor             , 
seconded by Supervisor       at a regular meeting held on the 27th day of 
January, 2026, by the following vote: 
 
 AYES: Supervisors 
 NOES: Supervisors 
 ABSENT: Supervisors 
 ABSTAIN: Supervisors 
 
 
              
      Rusty Robinson,  

Chairman of the Board of Supervisors 
      County of Kings, State of California 
 
  

WITNESS my hand and seal of said Board of Supervisors, this _____ day of 
______________, 2026. 
 
 
      By:         
            Catherine Venturella, Clerk of said Board 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3500-03/4914-2707-6745 v.1.docx 



 ...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................  
 
BOARD ACTION: APPROVED AS RECOMMENDED: _________ OTHER: ________ 
 
 
 
 
 

I hereby certify that the above order was passed and adopted 

on ________________________, 2026. 

CATHERINE VENTURELLA, Clerk to the Board 

By  , Deputy. 
 

 
 

SUBMITTED BY: Department of Public Health – Rose Mary Rahn/Heather Campos 
 
SUBJECT: RESOLUTION PROCLAIMING FEBRUARY 2026 AS HEART HEALTH 

MONTH 
 
SUMMARY: 
 

Overview: 
Heart Health Month is nationally recognized each February to raise awareness of heart disease and 
promote prevention, education, and early intervention efforts. Heart disease remains a leading cause of 
death locally and statewide and continues to significantly impact Kings County residents. The Kings 
County Department of Public Health (KCDPH) is requesting that the Board proclaim February 2026 as 
Heart Health Month in Kings County to highlight the burden of cardiovascular disease, promote awareness 
of heart-healthy behaviors, and recognize community efforts that support improved access to cardiac care 
and preventative services. 

 
Recommendation: 
Adopt a Resolution proclaiming February 2026 as Heart Health Month in Kings County. 

 
Fiscal Impact: 
There is no impact to the County General Fund associated with the recommended action. 
 

BACKGROUND: 
Heart disease continues to be a major public health concern in Kings County. According to 2024 public health 
data from the California Community Burden of Disease System, an estimated 10.8% of Kings County adults have 
been diagnosed with heart disease, and the county’s age-adjusted heart disease death rate exceeds the statewide 
average. These indicators highlight the ongoing need for education, prevention, and early intervention. 
 
Cardiovascular health outcomes are shaped not only by clinical care, but also by social and environmental factors 
such as access to health care, availability of nutritious foods, opportunities for physical activity, and preventative  
 

(Cont’d) 
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services, all of which can have a greater impact on rural and underserved communities such as Kings County.  
Local health care providers play an essential role in addressing cardiovascular disease. Adventist Health Hanford 
provides cardiac care services to Kings County residents and has publicly announced efforts to strengthen and 
expand heart care in the region, including plans to enhance its cardiac catheterization laboratory. 
 
Throughout February 2026, KCDPH, through the Community Wellness Program, will support Heart Health 
Month through the following activities: 

 
• A countywide social media awareness campaign sharing heart health education, prevention messaging, 

and information on available resources. 
• Participation in National Wear Red Day on February 6, 2026, including a countywide email inviting 

County employees to wear red, encouragement of departmental participation, and sharing photos through 
KCDPH social media. 

• Integration of heart health and prevention information into existing outreach efforts, and support of 
partner-led heart health activities occurring in the community, as appropriate. 

• Community Health Resource Events in Avenal and Corcoran, coordinated with local partners and focused 
on sharing health information, available services, and community resources related to chronic disease 
prevention and overall wellness. 

• Promotion of community partner efforts that support heart health in Kings County, such as educational 
events, physical activity initiatives, and emergency preparedness or training opportunities, as applicable. 
 

Proclaiming February 2026 as Heart Health Month provides an opportunity to highlight these coordinated efforts 
and encourage residents to take proactive steps to protect their cardiovascular health, access preventative services, 
and connect to care. 
 
The resolution has been reviewed and approved by County Counsel as to form. 

 



BEFORE THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
OF THE COUNTY OF KINGS, STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

* * * * * * * * * * *

IN THE MATTER PROCLAIMING RESOLUTION NO. 
FEBRUARY 2026 AS  
HEART HEALTH MONTH___________/ 

WHEREAS, the Kings County Department of Public Health joins with communities 
throughout the nation in proclaiming February 2026 as Heart Health Month; 

WHEREAS, heart disease remains a leading cause of death locally and statewide, 
placing a significant burden on individuals, families, and the health care system;  

WHEREAS, 2024 public health data from the California Community Burden of 
Disease System indicates that approximately 11,000 Kings County residents, representing 
an estimated 10.8 percent of the adult population, have been diagnosed with heart disease, 
highlighting the substantial impact of cardiovascular disease within our community; 

WHEREAS, heart disease is among the leading causes of death in Kings County, 
with an age-adjusted heart disease death rate of 89.8 deaths per 100,000 residents, 
exceeding the California statewide rate of 77.3 deaths per 100,000 residents, underscoring 
the need for continued education, prevention, and early intervention efforts; 

WHEREAS, cardiovascular health outcomes are influenced not only by clinical 
care, but also by social and environmental factors such as access to health care, safe 
neighborhoods, availability of nutritious foods, opportunities for physical activity, and 
access to preventive services, factors that can disproportionately affect rural and 
underserved communities in Kings County;  

WHEREAS, Adventist Health Hanford plays a vital role in providing cardiac care 
services to Kings County residents and has publicly announced efforts to strengthen and 
expand heart care in the region, including plans to enhance its cardiac catheterization 
laboratory, contributing to improved access to cardiovascular services for the community; 
and 

WHEREAS, the Kings County Department of Public Health supports community 
wide efforts to raise awareness of chronic disease risk factors, promote preventive care, 
and connect residents to available health and social services; 
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NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS RESOLVED, by the County of Kings Board of 
Supervisors as follows: 

1. The County of Kings Board of Supervisors hereby proclaims February 2026
as Heart Health Month in Kings County.

2. The County of Kings Board of Supervisors encourages all residents to
participate in activities and efforts that promote heart health and well being.

The foregoing Resolution was adopted upon motion by Supervisor _
____________ , seconded by Supervisor ___  at a regular meeting 

held on the  ____ day of                2026, by the following vote: 

AYES: Supervisors 
NOES: Supervisors 
ABSENT: Supervisors 
ABSTAIN: Supervisors 

Rusty Robinson,  
Chairman of the Board of Supervisors 
County of Kings, State of California 

WITNESS my hand and seal of this Board of Supervisors, this _____ day of 
_______________, 2026. 

. 

Catherine Venturella, Clerk 
Board of Supervisors, County of Kings 



 ...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................   
 
BOARD ACTION: APPROVED AS RECOMMENDED: _________ OTHER: ________ 
 
 
 
 
 

I hereby certify that the above order was passed and adopted 

on ________________________, 2026. 

CATHERINE VENTURELLA, Clerk to the Board 

By                           , Deputy. 
 

 
 

SUBMITTED BY: Administration – Kyria Martinez/Alex C. Walker 
Veterans Services Office – Codi Pennington 

 
SUBJECT: KINGS COUNTY FREEDOM MEMORIAL GUIDELINES 
 
SUMMARY: 
 

Overview: 
The Kings County Freedom Memorial is a monument wall at the Kings County Government Center 
Campus. It honors those who have served the nation in its armed forces, specifically those who were 
born in or were residents of Kings County, or those who were stationed at Lemoore Naval Air Station at 
the time of their passing. The memorial was unveiled to the public on April 9, 2006. Guidelines for the 
name additions were approved on July 13, 2006; however, records are limited on how these were 
drafted. 14 names on the wall currently were not recognized in a formal ceremony. The County is 
aiming to organize a ceremony to honor and pay respect to these individuals for their service and 
sacrifice. With the guidelines not being reviewed and revised in nearly 20 years, it is recommended the 
guidelines be updated, ensuring they have the proper Board oversight and authorization, and provide 
clear direction for the future of the memorial.  
 
Recommendation: 
Approve the updates to the Kings County Freedom Memorial Guidelines.  
 
Fiscal Impact: 
There is no impact to the County General Fund. Expenditures for a name recognition ceremony were 
included in the Fiscal Year 2025-26 Adopted Budget under Budget Unit 203100 – Public 
Guardian/Veteran’s Services in the amount of $1,200. 
 
 

(Cont’d) 
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BACKGROUND: 
The Kings County Freedom Memorial is coming up on its 20th year anniversary, first opening to the public on 
April 9, 2006. The memorial honors individuals from Kings County who have served the country, recognizing 
their service and sacrifice. Servicemembers are honored by having their name engraved in granite, with flags 
representing each branch of the military and a Prisoner of War/Missing in Action (POW/MIA) flag flown above 
the memorial. It has been a custom that the names added to the wall are honored in a formal ceremony, 
featuring the Presentation of Colors, a 21-Gun Salute, and remarks from various county leaders, veteran groups, 
and military personnel. The inaugural ceremony included a flyover of a Navy Fighter Jet and had over 200 
community members in attendance. At the time, 763 names were memorialized on the wall. The last ceremony 
that recognized names on the wall occurred on May 21, 2012, bringing the total at the time to 794.  
 
14 names have been added to the memorial wall since 2012; however, due to strains on County resources and 
capacity, a ceremony was not held for these individuals at the time of their addition to the wall in 2023. The 
total number of names on the wall presently is 808. 
 
A list of the names on the Kings County Freedom Memorial is accessible on the County’s website. 
 
In honor of the 14 names on the wall yet to be recognized, and in recognition of the memorial’s upcoming 20-
year milestone, the County is seeking to host a ceremony in the Spring of 2026. The ceremony will likely take 
place on or before May 2026, near Memorial Day.  

 
Below is a list of the 14 names that will be recognized in this upcoming event. If applicable, the list notes which 
conflict category they served in or if they had Died While on Active Duty (DWOAD).  
 
1. Delos-Reyes Santiago – DWOAD* 
2. Gallant Jack W – DWOAD* 
3. Brown Milton W – DWOAD* 
4. Cook Martha C – DWOAD* 
5. Brown Derrick – DWOAD* 
6. Place Nevin C – DWOAD* 
7. Poloski Nathan T – DWOAD* 
8. Guinn Markus I – DWOAD* 
9. Gurung Cash – DWOAD* 
10. Bourbel Ilyass – DWOAD* 
11. Temores Oscar J – DWOAD* 
12. Walker Charles Z – DWOAD* 
13. Mendez-Covarrubias Juan M – Afghanistan/Iraq**  
14. Dismus Christopher R – DWOAD* 

 
The County with support from the Veterans Services Office will make a good-faith effort to contact the families 
of those listed above, local veterans’ groups, and Lemoore Naval Air Station personnel, so that they may attend 
the planned ceremony. Details on the specific date and time will be shared with the public closer to the event.  
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Before the Board are the proposed updated guidelines for the Kings County Freedom Memorial. The current 
guidelines have not been updated since July 13, 2006. Previously, the practice was to have a committee review 
the requests received for names to be added to the memorial wall, with that committee making the final 
determination. To avoid the unintentional creation of a legislative body under the California Brown Act, staff 
recommend that the review of these names, as well as the planning of the ceremony, be coordinated by the 
Veteran Services Officer and the County Executive Officer, or their assigned designee. Furthermore, the 
changes made to the existing guidelines provide clarity on who is eligible to be added to the memorial wall. 
Specifically, the changes provide clearer definitions, such as on being “from” Kings County, the nature of one’s 
death, removes redundancy, as well as simplifies the process for name review and appeal. The revisions 
preserve the original intent of the memorial, as well as reflect the practices of the County to date.  
 
If approved by the Board, these guidelines will serve as the criteria for future name requests. There are currently 
no new names pending for addition to the wall. Following Board approval, County staff, per the coordination of 
the Veteran Services Officer and the County Executive Officer, or their assigned designee, will begin planning 
the Spring 2026 ceremony.  
 
The proposed guidelines have been reviewed by County Counsel and approved as to from.  







 

Approved by the Board on XX.XX.XXXX 
 

Kings County Freedom Memorial 
Guidelines 

 
1) Any individual has the right to request a review of a name which they feel should be added 

to the Kings County Freedom Memorial (“Memorial”). Names must be submitted to the 
County Veteran’s Service Officer, to be considered for inclusion on the Memorial. The 
County shall utilize the criteria established in Paragraphs 2-5 to choose names to be 
included on the Memorial. If the requestor disagrees with the determination of the County 
Veteran’s Services Officer, the decision of the County Executive Officer, or their assigned 
designee, is final. 
 

2) The individual must have been from Kings County originally or was stationed at Lemoore Naval 
Air Station at the time of their death. Being “from Kings County” means that the individual resided 
in the County at any point in their life, or were born in Kings County.  
 

3) The individual must have died while on active duty. Active duty deaths during peacetime or 
wartime are eligible for inclusion on the Memorial. 

 
4) Any cause of death while on active duty is eligible for inclusion on the Memorial. 

 
5 )  Individuals from Kings County who died on active duty are eligible for one of two panels. 

Depending on where the individual died: (1) the "war period appropriate panel"–if they 
died while serving during those conflicts; or (2) the "died while on active duty panel"– that 
includes individuals that died during that war period (or no war period) that were not in the 
countries of combat. 
 

6) Dependent on need and County resources, names will be added to the Memorial once a 
year. The CEO, or their designee, and County Veteran’s Services Officer may discuss the 
need and resources required to add names to the wall and to host a ceremony. When 
appropriate, the County may organize a ceremony honoring the names added to the wall, 
and names on the wall that were not previously recognized in a ceremony. When feasible, 
the ceremony shall be held in the Spring, near Memorial Day. 
 

7) The County, the Kings County Board of Supervisors nor County employees will b e  
responsible for any items placed at the Memorial by the public. Items will be removed on 
an as-needed-basis, and all non-perishable items will be donated to local entities. 
 

8) When facing the Memorial, the flags from left-to-right will be in the following order: Army, 
Marine Corps., Navy, Air Force, Space Force, Coast Guard, with the POW/MIA flag 
centered. 
 

9) The County Veterans Services Office will maintain the flags, flagpoles, and associated hardware. 
If the Memorial is damaged, or otherwise in need of repair, the County Veteran’s Services 
Officer shall notify the CEO, or their designee. Dependent on need and County resources, 
appropriate actions may be taken to ensure the Memorial is in good repair.  

 



KINGS COUNTY FREEDOM MEMORIAL
January 27, 2026

Presenters: Kyria Martinez, CEO
Alex C. Walker, Administrative Analyst

Codi Pennington, CVSO



Kings County Freedom Memorial



Kings County Freedom Memorial



May 21, 2012 Ceremony



May 21, 2012 Ceremony



Questions? 
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BOARD ACTION: APPROVED AS RECOMMENDED: _________ OTHER: ________ 
 
 
 
 
 

I hereby certify that the above order was passed and adopted 

on ________________________, 2026. 

CATHERINE VENTURELLA, Clerk to the Board 

By                           , Deputy. 
 

 
 

SUBMITTED BY: Administration – Kyria Martinez/Alex C. Walker 
 
SUBJECT: INTRODUCTION OF CATALYTIC CONVERTER THEFT ORDINANCE 
 
SUMMARY: 
 

Overview: 
A catalytic converter is an exhaust emission control device for vehicles that converts toxic gases and 
pollutants in exhaust gas from an internal combustion engine into less-toxic pollutants. The device 
contains precious metals, such as rhodium, platinum, and palladium, making it an attractive target for 
thieves. California recently enacted several laws aimed at reducing catalytic converter thefts and its 
profit incentive, such as Assembly Bill (AB) 1740 and Senate Bill (SB) 1087 in 2022, and AB 641 in 
2023. Overall, catalytic converter thefts across the state and in the County have decreased in recent 
years. Despite the decrease, thefts continue to impact victims, burdening them with cost to repair 
damages to their vehicles as well as replacing stolen catalytic converters. Other California counties, 
including Fresno, Kern, Ventura, Riverside, and San Bernardino, have adopted similar ordinances. 
Before the Board is an overview of catalytic converter thefts in the County, its incorporated cities, a 
review of existing state law, and a draft ordinance modeled from the aforementioned counties.  
 
Recommendation: 
Introduce an ordinance adding Article VII to Chapter 23 of the Kings County Code of Ordinances 
pertaining to the unlawful possession of a detached catalytic converter. 
 
Fiscal Impact: 
There is no significant anticipated increase in net county costs associated with the recommended action. 
Patrol and enforcement efforts by the Kings County Sheriff’s Office are not expected to increase. There 
may be indirect impacts to the County’s jail expenses, as a result of the ordinance’s enforcement. 
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BACKGROUND: 
Over the past five years, there have been 55 catalytic converter thefts in the unincorporated areas of Kings 
County. To put it in perspective, all four of the County’s incorporated cities were contacted, and the following 
are the reported catalytic converter theft totals over the past five years: 

• Avenal: 9 thefts 
• Corcoran: 55 thefts 
• Hanford: 184 thefts 
• Lemoore: 99 thefts 

 
In both the County and its four incorporated cities, catalytic converter thefts are down. The County had only one 
theft in both 2024 and 2025. The vast majority of catalytic converter thefts in the County over a five-year period 
occurred in 2021 (20) and 2022 (24), with 2023 having only nine, representing a significant decrease over time. 
At the time of the inquiry, the City of Corcoran and the City of Avenal both reported zero thefts in both 2024 
and 2025. The City of Lemoore had three reported thefts in 2024, and one reported theft in 2025. The City of 
Hanford had eight in 2024, and five in 2025. Regardless of the scale of the issue, catalytic converter thefts have 
a negative impact on victims, including the cost of damages to the vehicle, the cost to repair the damages, and 
the cost to replace the catalytic converter. The total reported value of the thefts in Kings County specifically is 
$93,766. 
 
The draft ordinance before the Board amends the Kings County Code of Ordinances by adding Article VII to 
Chapter 23. The draft ordinance outlines that it is unlawful for any person who is not a licensed recycler, or 
other authorized entity under California Vehicle Code 10852.5 to possess a catalytic converter that is not 
attached to a vehicle unless the person has a valid proof of ownership of the catalytic converter, as defined in 
the ordinance. A violation of the draft ordinance is considered a misdemeanor, punishable by confinement of up 
to six months in jail and/or fines up to $1,000 per violation. Each violation constitutes a separate violation, 
including, but not limited to, each individual possession of multiple catalytic converters during a single contact 
by law enforcement. If the Board were to adopt an ordinance, it would only be enforceable in the areas of the 
county under the County’s jurisdiction, such as the county’s unincorporated area, including the communities of 
Armona, Home Garden, and Kettleman City.  
 
It is important to note for the Board’s consideration that the draft catalytic converter ordinance could potentially 
be deemed preempted by California state law, if challenged. The reason why is because Catalytic converters are 
regulated under a number of sections of California law, including California Vehicle Code, California Health 
and Safety Code, and the California Business and Professions Code. It is notable that several counties have 
adopted ordinances regarding the theft of catalytic converters recently. Those counties include Fresno, Kern, 
Ventura, Riverside, and San Bernardino. These recently adopted catalytic converter ordinances have not been 
challenged, nor have they been determined to be preempted in court. The proposed ordinance follows a similar 
model of the counties referenced above.  

 
The following are other codes that regulate catalytic converters: 

1. California Vehicle Code Section 1795.5: requires a “buy-here-pay-here dealer” to include a catalytic 
converter in a 30-day warranty, along with other systems, such as braking, engine cooling, and 
transmission. 
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2. California Health and Safety Code Section 44012: requires catalytic converters to be included in a smog 
check. 
3. California Health and Safety Code Section 43008.6: imposes a civil fine on a person who disables 
systems of gasoline-powered vehicles, including catalytic converters. 
4. California Vehicle Code Section 221: lists all the exceptions to entities that are not required to be 
licensed as “automobile dismantlers,” including agricultural, farming, mining, or ranching businesses. 

 
Any violation of this draft ordinance is considered a misdemeanor, punishable by confinement of up to six 
months in jail and/or fines up to $1,000 per violation. For comparison purposes, the following are the penalties 
in other catalytic converter ordinances. Ventura, Riverside, Kern, and Fresno all consider a violation of their 
respective ordinances as misdemeanor, punishable by one year in jail and/or $1,000 fine. San Bernardino 
considers a violation as punishable by six months in jail and/or $1,000 fine, akin to the County’s proposed draft.  
 
Some counties, such as Fresno, Riverside, and Kern provide administrative penalties as an enforcement tool. 
Ventura and San Bernardino counties do not have an administrative penalty mechanism in their respective 
ordinances. The draft ordinance before the Board does not include an administrative penalty, due to capacity 
and expenses associated with collecting minimal fees and the current trend of thefts in the County. 

 
After the introduction of the ordinance, and per the Board’s direction, the draft ordinance would be brought 
back to the Board on February 3, 2026. If adopted by the Board at the February 3, 2026 meeting, it would take 
effect thirty (30) days later, becoming enforceable on March 5, 2026. The Kings County Sheriff’s Office, as 
well as the incorporated cities’ respective police departments, coordinated in the data collection that informed 
the draft ordinance’s development.  
 
The ordinance has been reviewed by County Counsel and approved as to form. 
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ORDINANCE NO.: ___________ 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE KINGS COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS TO ADD 
ARTICLE VII TO CHAPTER 23 OF THE KINGS COUNTY CODE OF 

ORDINANCES PERTAINING TO THE UNLAWFUL POSSESSION OF A 
DETATCHED CATALYTIC CONVERTER 

 
The Board of Supervisors of the County of Kings ordains as follows:  

That the Code of Ordinances, County of Kings, is hereby amended by adding 
Article VII to Chapter 23, to be numbered section 23-102 through 13-108, which said 
sections read as follows:  
 

Article VII – UNLAWFUL POSSESSION OF A DETATCHED CATALYTIC 
CONVERTER 

 
SECTION 23-102 – Title, Purpose, and Intent.  
SECTION 23-103 – Definitions.  
SECTION 23-104 – Unlawful Possession of a detached Catalytic Converter.  
SECTION 13-105 – Violation and Enforcement.  
SECTION 23-106 – Violation and Enforcement.  
SECTION 23-107 – Non-Exclusive Remedy.  
SECTION 23-108 – Severability.  

 
SECTION 23-102 – Title, Purpose, and Intent.  

This Article shall be known as the “Unlawful Possession of a Detached Catalytic 
Converter” ordinance. The Board of Supervisors finds that catalytic converter theft is a 
continuously present problem within Kings County and causes significant financial 
damage to the victims. The purpose and intent of this ordinance is to curb the theft of 
catalytic converters throughout the unincorporated areas of the County and to hold 
accountable those engaged in this criminal behavior. In accordance with the California 
Constitution, Article XI, Section 7, a county may make and enforce within its limits all 
local, police, sanitary and other ordinances and regulations not in conflict with general 
laws. The aim is to protect the public, deter criminal activity, and promote more productive 
uses of Kings County resources. The high value of the precious metals, such as rhodium, 
palladium, and platinum, contained within catalytic converters, and the ease with which 
criminals can remove the devices from the vehicles of unsuspecting residents make 
catalytic converters an enticing target. To deter thefts of catalytic converters and to enhance 
the capability of law enforcement to arrest and prosecute those suspected of carrying out 
such crimes, this Article makes it unlawful for any person who is not a licensed recycler, 
or other authorized entity under Vehicle Code 10852.5 to possess a catalytic converter that 
is not attached to a vehicle unless the person has a valid proof of ownership of the catalytic 
converter. 
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SECTION 23-103 – Definitions. 

For the purposes of this Article: 

(a) Board” means the County of Kings Board of Supervisors.

(b) Catalytic converter” means any exhaust emission control device, or portion 
thereof, that converts toxic gases and pollutants in exhaust gas from an internal 
combustion engine into less toxic pollutants.

(c) “County” means the County of Kings.

(d) “Documentation or other proof” of ownership means written document(s) 
clearly identifying the vehicle from which the catalytic converter originated 
based on the totality of the circumstances, which includes, but is not limited to, 
the following types of documents:

(1) Signed bill of sale form the original owner authorizing removal of the 
catalytic converter, including the vehicle owner’s name, address, and 
telephone number.

(2) Verifiable documentation from an auto-body shop proving the owner 
relinquished the catalytic converter to the auto-body shop or similar 
business.

(3) Verifiable written communication, including electronic, from the previous 
owner to the possessor relinquishing ownership of the catalytic converter.

(4) Vehicle registration associated with the catalytic converter together with 
photographs showing an etched associated license plate number or vehicle 
identification number or driver’s license number of registered vehicle owner 
claimed to have conveyed the catalytic converter to the person now in 
possession.

(5) In the event the catalytic converter is in the possession of the current owner 
of the vehicle from which it was removed, valid proof of ownership means 
any of the following:

(i) Ownership documentation for the vehicle;

(ii) A valid receipt for a replacement catalytic converter; or

(iii) Proof of installation of the replacement catalytic converter.

(e) “Enforcement Officer” means any county employee as designated by the 
County of Kings with authority to enforce any provision of this Code or related 
state law, and shall also include, without limitation, regularly salaried, full-time
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employees of the Sheriff-Coroner-Public Administrator, and the Kings County 
District Attorney. 

(f) “Lawful Possession” includes (1) being the lawful owner of the catalytic 
converter or (2) being in possession of the catalytic converter with the lawful 
owner’s verifiable written consent. The enforcement officer is not required to 
prove the catalytic converter was stolen to establish an unlawful possession. 

(g) “Sheriff-Coroner-Public Administrator” shall refer to the Sheriff-Coroner-
Public Administrator or their designee. 

SECTION 23-104 – Unlawful Possession of a detached Catalytic Converter. 

(a) Barring any provision of state law permitting the same, it is unlawful for any 
person to possess any catalytic converter which is not attached to a vehicle 
unless the person has documentation or other proof, as defined in subsection 
23-103(d). 

(b) This section does not apply to a detached catalytic converter that has been 
verifiably tested, certified, and labeled or otherwise approved for reuse, and is 
being bought or sold for purposes of reuse in accordance with the federal Clean 
Air Act (42 U.S.C. Section 7401 et seq.) and other regulations under the Clean 
Air Act, as they may be amended from time to time. 

(c) This section does not apply to a “core recycler”, as defined in California 
Business and Professions Code section 21610, or other authorized entity under 
Vehicle Code section 10852.5. 

(d) Compliance with Business & Professions Code Section 21610 and Vehicle 
Code Section 10852.5 is legally required. 

(e) It is unlawful for any person to knowingly falsify, or cause to be falsified, any 
information in a record intended to show valid proof of ownership as defined in 
subsection 23-103(d). 

(f) Evidence of unlawful possession may be presumed by the number of detached 
catalytic converters within one’s possession and/or by the condition of the 
dismantled catalytic converter(s), including but not limited to, the manner a 
catalytic converter has been detached or cut from a vehicle. 

SECTION 23-105 – Violation and Enforcement.  

(a) Any violation of this Article is considered a misdemeanor, punishable by 
confinement of up to six (6) months in jail and/or fines up to $1,000 per 
violation. Each violation of this Article constitutes a separate violation, 
including, but not limited to, each individual possession of multiple catalytic 
converters during a single contact by law enforcement, and is subject to all 
authorized remedies and enforcement measures. 
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(b) Nothing in this ordinance shall be intended to limit any of the penalties provided 
for under California law, including but not limited to the Penal Code, with 
regard to the unlawful sale, use, possession, delivery, and/or receipt of catalytic 
converters. 

SECTION 23-106 – Non-Exclusive Remedy.  

This Article is not the exclusive regulation or penalty for acts related to unlawful 
possession of a detached catalytic converter. It supplements and is in addition to other 
regulatory codes, statutes, and ordinances heretofore or hereafter enacted by the county, 
state or any legal entity or agency having jurisdiction.  

SECTION 23-107 – Severability.  

If any portion of this Article is held to be invalid by any court of competent 
jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity or effectiveness of the remaining 
portions of this Article. The Board of Supervisors of the County of Kings hereby declares 
it would have passed each remaining portion irrespective of the fact that any one or more 
portions are declared invalid.  

/// 

/// 

/// 

/// 

/// 

/// 

/// 

/// 

/// 

/// 

/// 

/// 

/// 

/// 

/// 

/// 

/// 
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This ordinance shall take effect thirty (30) days after final passage. 

The foregoing ordinance was introduced at a meeting of this Board of Supervisors 
of the County of Kings held on _______________, 2026, and adopted at a meeting held on 
   , 2026, by the following vote: 
 
 AYES:  Supervisors 
 NOES:  Supervisors 
 ABSENT: Supervisors 
 ABSTAIN: Supervisors 
            
             
     Chairperson of the Board of Supervisors 
     County of Kings, State of California 
 
 WITNESS my hand and seal of said Board of Supervisors this   day of   
2025. 
 
             
     Clerk of said Board of Supervisors 
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BOARD ACTION: APPROVED AS RECOMMENDED: _________ OTHER: ________ 
 
 
 
 
 

I hereby certify that the above order was passed and adopted 

on ________________________, 2026. 

CATHERINE VENTURELLA, Clerk to the Board 

By                                                    , Deputy. 
 

 
 

SUBMITTED BY: Administration – Kyria Martinez  
 
SUBJECT: FISCAL ANALYST I/II 
 
SUMMARY: 
 

Overview: 
As the need for increased fiscal oversight and financial controls grow, more so in the challenging fiscal 
times anticipated for the foreseeable future, many departments in the County such as Elections, Human 
Resources, University of California Cooperative Extension (UC Co-Op), County Counsel, and Library 
continue to operate without dedicated fiscal staff, relegating such duties to other office staff. To ensure 
proper oversight, management, and control over all County resources, Administration is recommending 
adding a Fiscal Analyst I/II that will serve departments who do not have dedicated fiscal staff listed 
above and support proper financial management throughout the County.    

 
Recommendation: 

a. Add 1.00 full-time equivalent Fiscal Analyst I/II to Administration in Budget Unit 111000; 
b. Adopt the budget change. (4/5 vote required) 

 
Fiscal Impact: 
The annual cost for salary and benefits of a Fiscal Analyst II is approximately $117,275, which will be 
an impact on the General Fund. This amount was not included in Administration’s Fiscal Year 2025-26 
Adopted Budget, so appropriations are needed from General Fund Contingencies to fund this request.  
 

BACKGROUND: 
For many years, several County departments have operated without dedicated fiscal staff, although still 
performing necessary and critical fiscal duties that dedicated fiscal staff perform in other departments. 
Currently, Elections, Human Resources, UC Co-Op, County Counsel, and Library do not have dedicated fiscal 
staff to support their departments. All fiscal functions including budget development, accounts  
 

(Cont’d) 
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receivable/payable, journal creation, CalCard reconciliations, budget monitoring, fiscal analyses, and the like 
are being performed by non-fiscal staff, including in some cases the department head and office assistants.  
 
Recently, Administration has taken on a significant amount of fiscal support work for some County departments 
that do not have dedicated fiscal staff due to a combination of staff turnover, organizational structure changes, 
and ongoing demands of prudent fiscal management. These recent duties, handled by various Administrative 
Analysts, have entailed daily fiscal support such as accounts receivable/account payable, journal creation, 
budget monitoring, and budget preparation. 
 
As the County’s steward of all County resources, Administration is uniquely positioned to provide centralized 
budget development, monitoring, forecasting, and fiscal analysis services that promote accuracy, compliance, 
and fiscal sustainability, particularly across departments who lack proper dedicated fiscal staff to perform such 
duties. The addition of a Fiscal Analyst I/II in Administration will improve workload balance, reduce 
operational risk, enhance coordination during budget development and year-end processes, and allow 
departments to focus on service delivery while ensuring Countywide fiscal practices remain aligned with Board 
priorities and long-term financial planning objectives. Under this model, the Fiscal Analyst I/II would initially 
be housed within the Administration Department to establish consistent training, oversight, and standardized 
fiscal practices. Following a defined evaluation period, Administration would assess the ongoing workload and 
departmental needs and determine whether the position should remain centralized or be reallocated to a 
department where a permanent operational need is demonstrated. This strategy strengthens fiscal oversight, 
builds internal capacity, and ensures staff are trained at the foundational level where Countywide budget 
development begins. 
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(A) New Appropriation

FUND NAME DEPT.NAME ACCOUNT NAME FUND NO. DEPT. NO.
ACCOUNT 
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AMOUNT

TOTAL 0
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Contingencies GF Contingencies Appropriation for Cont 100000 990000 99000 117,275

TOTAL 117,275

FUND NAME DEPT.NAME ACCOUNT NAME FUND NO. DEPT. NO.
ACCOUNT 

NO.
Amount to be 
Transferred In

General Administration Regular Employees 100000 111000 91000 71,157
General Administration Retirement 100000 111000 91005 16,985
General Administration Health Insurance 100000 111000 91007 19,709
General Administration Life Insurance 100000 111000 91008 380
General Administration Unemployment Insurance 100000 111000 91011 100
General Administration Social Secutiy 100000 111000 91015 5,444
General Administration Deferred Comp 100000 111000 91015 3,500

TOTAL 117,275
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KINGS COUNTY
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BUDGET APPROPRIATION AND TRANSFER FORM





 ...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................   
   
BOARD ACTION: APPROVED AS RECOMMENDED:            OTHER: ________ 
 
 

 

I hereby certify that the above order was passed 

and adopted on _____________ 2026. 

CATHERINE VENTURELLA, Clerk to the Board 

By                                                    , Deputy. 
 

      

 

 
 
SUBMITTED BY: Administration – Kyria Martinez 

Board of Supervisors Office – Catherine Venturella 
 
SUBJECT: BOARD COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS FOR 2026 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
 Overview: 
 Each year, the Board of Supervisors formally approves their Board and Committee assignments for the 

ensuing year.  Each Supervisor was given the opportunity to review and/or revise any assignments as 
needed. 

  
 Recommendation: 
 Approve the 2026 Board and Committee Assignments. 
 
 Fiscal Impact: 
 None. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
Every year, the Board members are appointed to various Committees, Boards, or Commissions under the Board 
of Supervisors’ jurisdiction.  The Board of Supervisors automatically serve on Governing Boards or Committees 
such as the Housing Authority of Kings County, Kings County Board of Equalization, Kings County Public 
Financing Authority, Kings County In-Home Supportive Services Public Authority Board of Directors, the 
California Public Finance Authority and the California Community Housing Agency. The California State 
Association of Counties sub committees have requested to have the primary member and alternate be assigned so 
that they may vote when attending the conferences as well as the Rural County Rural Caucus committee and 
subcommittees.  
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I hereby certify that the above order was passed and adopted 

on ________________________, 2026. 

CATHERINE VENTURELLA, Clerk to the Board 

By                           , Deputy. 
 

 
 

SUBMITTED BY: Administration – Kyria Martinez/Matthew Boyett 
 
SUBJECT: STUDY SESSION – 2026 STATE AND FEDERAL LEGISIALTVE PLATFORM  
 
SUMMARY: 
 

Overview: 
This study session reviews the 2026 State and Federal Legislative Platform. The Legislative Platform is 
a policy document, the purpose of which is to direct and guide the County’s advocacy efforts at the state 
and federal levels. The draft 2026 Legislative Platform will be discussed with the Board and is an update 
of the adopted Legislative Platform from 2025. The Legislative Platform focuses on several topics of 
local importance and influence on the County, region, state, and nation.  
  
Recommendation: 
Receive an overview and update on the draft 2026 State and Federal Legislative Platform. 

 
Fiscal Impact: 
There are sufficient budgeted funds to distribute this document. Revenue generation for the County is a 
goal of the document; however, the amounts of available funding for outlined projects/issues/programs 
have not been determined.  
 

BACKGROUND: 
Every year, Kings County prepares an update of its legislative advocacy program, known as the Legislative 
Platform. The Legislative Platform outlines the Board’s work plan to advocate for various concerns of local 
significance to Kings County regarding legislative decisions being made by the State of California and the 
federal government. It prioritizes local issues that are influenced by State and federal actions. This document 
will be submitted to state and federal delegations, firms hired to represent the County’s interests in Sacramento 
and Washington D.C., and advocacy associations such as the California State Association of Counties (CSAC) 
and the National Association of Counties (NACo), in which the County participates and collaborates to improve 
public and governmental services. The 2026 State and Federal Legislative Platform document is an update to 
the 2025 Legislative Platform, and includes edits to address the current issues and interests of the County. 
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January 27, 2026
Presenters: Kyria Martinez, CEO

Matthew Boyett, DCEO
Alex C. Walker, Administrative Analyst



Overall Structural Changes

What’s New?
Organization of the Platform

• By topic rather than by department
• e.g. Public Safety in lieu of Sheriff, Fire, Probation, DA.

• More policy based than narrative based
• Numbered lines in addition to page numbers
• Clear organization between state and federal platforms
• Reduced redundancy and promoted County philosophy 

What’s the Same?
• Bifurcated (State and Federal Platforms separate)
• Departments have unique voice to their needs
• Unified document together in tandem



2025 Platform -> 2026 Platform



2025 Platform  2026 Platform



2026 Legislative Priorities

2026 Top Priorities 
1. Agriculture, Natural Resources, and Water
2. Unfunded Mandates
3. Homelessness
4. High-Speed Rail
5. Broadband Infrastructure



2026 State Legislative Priorities

Agriculture, Natural Resources, & Water

Health & Welfare

Public Safety

Veteran & Military Affairs

General Government

Housing & Transportation

Community, Economic, & Workforce Development

Other Legislative Priorities



2026 Federal Legislative Priorities

Agriculture, Natural Resources, & Water

Health & Welfare

Public Safety

Veteran & Military Affairs

General Government

Housing & Transportation

Community, Economic, & Workforce Development

Other Legislative Priorities



2026 State & Federal Legislative Priorities

Questions/Comments


	1a AG 2026 Apiary Agreement.pdf
	Template-Apiary Protection Program-under $10K
	EXHIBIT A
	RECIPIENT AND PROJECT INFORMATION
	1. CDFA hereby awards an Agreement to the Recipient for the project described herein:
	Enforcement of the registration and inspection of any apiary located in the state.
	Project Title: Apiary Protection Program
	2.The Managers for this Agreement are:
	4. RECIPIENT: Please check appropriate box below:
	5. For a detailed description of activities to be performed and duties, see Scope of Work and Budget.
	EXHIBIT B
	GENERAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS

	EXHIBIT C PAYMENT AND BUDGET PROVISIONS

	2. Apiary Protection County Agreements_Final
	2. Late Justification 2025
	State of California
	Memorandum


	3. ApiaryRegistration Final _SOW
	4. Attachment B- Report 10
	5. Attachment C Invoice template_
	Sheet1

	6. Attachment D - Budget Workplan
	Workplan Budget_2026


	3. Kings Revised Apiary Workplan 2025_26
	Workplan Budget_2026


	13a Admin 5 attatch CARE Court Funding Agreement.pdf
	Admin 5 attatch CARE Court Funding Agreement
	Kings County 
	�
	�
	�
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	What’s in a CARE Agreement or CARE Plan?
	Judicial & Legal Aspects
	�
	�
	�
	�
	Slide Number 13

	Admin 5 AGRMT CARE Court Funding Agreement
	25-28 CARE Court Funds Agreement - Kings
	FUNDS AGREEMENT THE STATE BAR OF CALIFORNIA OFFICE OF ACCESS & INCLUSION – CARE COURT FUNDS 2025 - 2028
	RECITALS

	FUNDS AGREEMENT THE STATE BAR OF CALIFORNIA OFFICE OF ACCESS & INCLUSION – CARE COURT FUNDS 2025 - 2028
	AGREEMENTS

	FUNDS AGREEMENT THE STATE BAR OF CALIFORNIA OFFICE OF ACCESS & INCLUSION – CARE COURT FUNDS 2025 - 2028
	[Signatures Follow]



	17a PH 1b reso Heart Health Month.pdf
	Doug Verboon,
	Chairman of the Board of Supervisors
	County of Kings, State of California
	Catherine Venturella, Clerk
	Board of Supervisors, County of Kings


	18a Admin 1 attatch Kings County Freedom Memorial Guidelines.pdf
	Admin 1 attatch Kings County Freedom Memorial Guidelines
	KCFM Guidelines - Effective 07-13-2006
	KCFM Guidelines - ACW Edits 12-18-2025

	Admin # attatch Kings County Freedom Memorial Guidelines
	Kings County Freedom memorial
	Kings County Freedom Memorial
	Kings County Freedom Memorial
	May 21, 2012 Ceremony
	May 21, 2012 Ceremony
	Slide Number 6


	22a SS Admin 4 attatch Study Session - 2026 Legislative Platform.pdf
	Kings County 2026 Legislative platform
	Overall Structural Changes
	2025 Platform -> 2026 Platform
	2025 Platform  2026 Platform
	2026 Legislative Priorities
	2026 State Legislative Priorities
	2026 Federal Legislative Priorities
	2026 State & Federal Legislative Priorities

	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page



