
AGENDA 

KINGS COUNTY GENERAL PLAN AMENDMENT COMMITTEE (GPAC) 
Thursday, January 8, 2026 – 1:30 PM to 3:30 PM 

Administration Building No 1. – Multi-Purpose Room 
1400 W. Lacey Blvd., Hanford, CA 

1. CALL TO ORDER (1:30 PM)

2. ROLL CALL

3. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS

• [new] GPAC Member welcome

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

5. OVERVIEW AND SCOPE

• General Plan Status Update

• Questions or topics since last discussion

6. DISCUSSION OF KEY TOPIC AREAS

• Water, Ag, Youth

7. WORK PLAN, SCHEDULE, AND MILESTONES

• Community Survey

• Updated schedule

8. NEXT STEPS

• Assignments or follow-up items

• Requested data or materials

• Next Meeting date: March 12, 2026

9. PUBLIC COMMENT

• Members of the public may address the Committee on any item within the subject matter
jurisdiction of the GPAC and not on this agenda. Comments limited to three (3) minutes per
speaker.

10. COMMITTEE MEMBER CLOSING COMMENTS (OPTIONAL)

11. STAFF / CONSULTANT COMMENTS (OPTIONAL)



AGENDA 

12. ADJOURNMENT 
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Draft Kings County General Plan Community 
Survey Questions 

1. How long have you lived in Kings County

2. What city/community do you live in?

3. Do you own or rent your home?

4. How many people are in your household?

5. We would like to understand what kinds of jobs and industries would most strengthen
our local economy.  Which types of jobs or industries do you think are most needed in our
community? (Select up to three.)

o Healthcare and social services
o Education and childcare
o Skilled trades (e.g., construction, electrical, plumbing)
o Technology and digital services
o Retail and customer service
o Manufacturing and production
o Agriculture or food production
o Hospitality and tourism
o Transportation and logistics
o Creative industries (e.g., arts, design, media)
o Other (please specify): ____________

6. Our community needs more affordable housing options.

o Strongly agree
o Somewhat agree
o Neither agree nor disagree
o Somewhat disagree
o Strongly disagree

7. Housing affordability has been identified as a key issue in many communities. We would
like to understand how residents perceive the need for affordable housing in this area. In
your opinion, what types of housing are most needed in our communities?

o Apartments or rental units
o Starter homes for first-time buyers
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o Senior or assisted living
o Family Housing (2-3 bedrooms)
o Emergency or transitional housing
o Accessible housing for people with disabilities
o Other

8. Please rank the following areas based on how important they are for supporting youth in 
our community. (1 = most important, 5 = least important) 

□ Education and tutoring
□ Mental health and wellness
□ Recreation and activities
□ Job and skill development
□ Youth leadership and voice

9. What types of programs or support do you think are most needed for youth in our 
community? (Select up to three.) 

o After-school or summer programs
o Sports and recreation opportunities
o Arts, music, or cultural programs
o Mental health and counseling services
o Job training or internship opportunities
o Safe public spaces and hangout areas
o Mentorship or leadership programs
o Academic tutoring or homework help
o Youth employment opportunities
o Other (please specify): ___________

10. Transportation plays a big role in how people live, work, and get around. We’d like to 
know what issues you think are most important to address. What do you think are the most 
important transportation issues in our community? (Select up to three.) 

o Road maintenance (potholes, resurfacing, etc.)
o Traffic congestion
o Lack of bike lanes or pedestrian paths
o Limited public transit or bus service
o Road safety or signage issues
o Parking availability
o Accessibility for people with disabilities
o Other (please specify): _____________

11. What types of recreation or community activities do you think are most needed in our 
community? (Select up to three.) 
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o Walking and biking trails
o Parks and green spaces
o Playgrounds
o Athletic courts or sports fields
o Indoor recreation center or gym space
o Cooling center or public gathering space
o Family-friendly entertainment options (e.g., mini golf, bowling, arcade)
o Middle-income entertainment options (e.g., movies, live music, casual dining)
o Community events and festivals
o Senior or youth activity programs
o Arts and cultural spaces
o Other (please specify): ___________________

12. Which agricultural priorities do you think are most important for Kings County? (Please 
rank in priority order) 

o Water conservation and sustainable irrigation
o Support for farmworkers and the agricultural workforce
o Farmland preservation and protection from development
o Encouraging young and beginning farmers
o Diversifying crops and agricultural products
o Promoting local and regional food systems
o Supporting ag innovation and technology (e.g., precision ag, renewable energy)
o Addressing environmental challenges (e.g., soil health, air quality)
o Improving ag education and workforce training
o Other (please specify): __________________

13. Which statement best reflects your view about the future of our community? 

o We should focus primarily on preserving our history, traditions, and character
o We should mostly encourage growth and new development
o We should focus on improving the quality of life for residents by providing safe,

clean, and accessible services for those who need them
o We should balance preserving our history with thoughtful, sustainable growth
o Not sure/no opinion



Kings County GPAC Special Meeting Minutes 

CALL TO ORDER: A meeting of the Kings County General Plan Advisory Committee (GPAC) was 
called to order by Christine Chavez at 1:30 pm in the Kings County Government Complex building in 
Hanford, California.  

ROLL CALL:   Mary Beth La Munon-Jones, David Orth, Michael Rodriguez,  
  Danielle McFadden, Victor Chavarin Jr., Kevin Scott,  
  Sheila Scheitrum, Gary Curtis, Kristie Baley, Debbie Grice,  
  Maddison Faria 

GPAC MEMBERS ABSENT:  Jay Salyer, Laura Brown, Karl Anderson 

STAFF PRESENT:    Chuck Kinney – Director  
     Alejandro Hernandez – Deputy Director - Planning 
     Noelle Tomlinson – Planner 
     Sheila Hernandez – Planner 
     Victor Hernandez – Planner 
     Yesenia Kharufeh – Planner 
 
CONSULTANTS PRESENT:  QK: Christine Chavez, Susan Long, Madisyn Grant, Steve 
Brandt 

1. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS:  

GPAC members introduced themselves 

2. OVERVIEW OF THE GPAC PURPOSE AND SCOPE 

The General Plan Update process was discussed. Clarification on the GPAC role was presented, as 
well as the relationship between GPAC, the Planning Commission, the Board of Supervisors, and the 
public.  

3. BROWN ACT AND COMMITTEE ORIENTATION 

A summary of the Brown Act was presented, including the open meeting requirements and GPAC 
bylaws. Expectations for attendance, quorum, and participation were discussed. Communication 
preferences and protocols were presented.  

4. GENERAL PLAN UPDATE PROCESS OVERVIEW 

Background of the General Plan was presented, as well as the scope of the services provided by QK.  

A summary of required General Plan elements was discussed along with the legal framework in 
which the plan must fit.  

5. IDENTIFICATION OF KEY TOPIC AREAS 

A discussion took place regarding the focus areas for future discussions, as well as the challenges and 
opportunities facing Kings County.  

6. WORK PLAN, SCHEDULE, AND MILESTONES 

The General Plan schedule was discussed. 

7. ELECTION OF APPOINTMENT OF GPAC LEADERSHIP 

Debbie Grice was nominated as Chair of the GPAC. 



David Orth was nominated as Vice Chair of the GPAC. Both nominations were accepted and 
approved by a unanimous vote of the committee.  

8. ESTABLISH NEXT MEETING DATE/TIME 

The committee has chosen to meet on the second Thursday of each month at 1:30 pm for future 
meetings. The next meeting will be held on January 8th at 1:30 pm. Location to be confirmed.  

9. NEXT STEPS 

The County will confirm the meeting location for the next meeting, and QK will send out a calendar 
invite for the meeting.  

GPAC members are encouraged to read through the current General Plan for an understanding of the 
document.  

10. PUBLIC COMMENT:  

None. 

11. COMMITTEE MEMBER CLOSING COMMENTS:  

None. 

12. STAFF/CONSULTANT COMMENTS:  

None. 

ADJOURNMENT:  

The meeting was adjourned at 3:30 pm. 

 

 

 



FUTURE
Thursday,
February 19, 2026

Kettleman City Library
104 Becky Pease Street, Kettleman City, CA 93239

HELP SHAPE THE

Kettleman City Community Workshop 

Starts at 6PM

The General Plan shapes how and where Kings County grows — from housing
and jobs to parks, schools, and transportation.

Your voice is essential to make sure the Plan reflects the needs of our communities.



What is a General Plan?
A General Plan is a comprehensive, long-term policy document that serves as the blueprint for

Kings County’s growth and development. Required by State law, it guides decisions on land use,
housing, transportation, public services, and environmental protection. Looking 20–30 years

ahead, this update will steer growth through 2050. Kings County’s last comprehensive update
was completed in 2008.

Kings County was one of California’s fastest-
growing counties in housing growth last year.

 From Jan 2024 to Jan 2025, the County grew to
48,045 homes — a 1.2% increase in just one year.

The General Plan shapes how and where
Kings County grows — from housing and

jobs to parks, schools, and transportation.
Your voice is essential to make sure the Plan

reflects the needs of our communities.

Did You Know?Why It Matters?

To learn more and stay involved, visit: ImagineKingsCounty.com

Who is Working on the Update?
Kings County Community Development Agency – Leading the process

QK – Local planning & engineering consultant
General Plan Advisory Committee (GPAC) – Citizen group providing direction

Kings County Planning Commission & Board of Supervisors – Final decisions makers

 The process will take about three years, with many opportunities for public input along the way.

Kings County
General Plan Update
Building Our Future, Together



jueves,
19 de febrero de 2026

Biblioteca de Kettleman City
104 Becky Pease Street, Kettleman City, CA 93239

Taller Comunitario de Kettleman City

FUTURO
AYUDA A FORMAR EL 

Comienza a las 6

El Plan General determina cómo y dónde crece el condado de Kings, desde la vivienda
y empleos hasta los parques, las escuelas y el transporte.

Su opinión es esencial para garantizar que el Plan refleje las necesidades de nuestras comunidades.



Condado de Kings
 Actualización del Plan General

Construyendo nuestro futuro, juntos

¿Qué es un Plan General?
Un Plan General es un documento normativo integral y a largo plazo que sirve como modelo para
el crecimiento y desarrollo del condado de Kings. Requerido por la ley estatal, guía las decisiones

sobre el uso del tierra, la vivienda, el transporte, los servicios públicos y la proteger el medio
ambiente. Con una perspectiva de 20 a 30 años, esta actualización orientará el crecimiento hasta

2050. La última actualización integral del condado de Kings se completó en 2008.

El condado de Kings fue uno de los condados de
California con mayor crecimiento de la vivienda

el año pasado.
Entre enero de 2024 y enero de 2025, el condado
creció hasta alcanzar las 48 ,045 viviendas, lo que

refleja un aumento del 1.2 % en solo un año.

El Plan General determina cómo y dónde
crece el condado de Kings, desde la vivienda
y el empleo hasta los parques, las escuelas y

el transporte.
Su opinión es esencial para garantizar que el

Plan refleje las necesidades de nuestras
comunidades.

¿Sabías que...?¿Por qué es importante?

Para obtener más información y participar, visite: ImagineKingsCounty.com

¿Quién está trabajando en la actualización?
Agencia de Desarrollo Comunitario del Condado de Kings – Liderando el proceso

QK – Consultor local de planificación e ingeniería
Comité Asesor del Plan General (GPAC) - Grupo de ciudadanos que proporciona dirección

Comisión de Planificación del Condado de Kings y Junta de Supervisores - Tomadores de decisiones finales

El proceso tomará alrededor de tres años, con muchas oportunidades para la opinión pública en el camino.



FUTURE
Thursday,
February 26, 2026

Stratford Branch Library
20300 Main St, Stratford, CA 93266

HELP SHAPE THE

Stratford Community Workshop 

Starts at 6PM

The General Plan shapes how and where Kings County grows — from housing
and jobs to parks, schools, and transportation.

Your voice is essential to make sure the Plan reflects the needs of our communities.



What is a General Plan?
A General Plan is a comprehensive, long-term policy document that serves as the blueprint for

Kings County’s growth and development. Required by State law, it guides decisions on land use,
housing, transportation, public services, and environmental protection. Looking 20–30 years

ahead, this update will steer growth through 2050. Kings County’s last comprehensive update
was completed in 2008.

Kings County was one of California’s fastest-
growing counties in housing growth last year.

 From Jan 2024 to Jan 2025, the County grew to
48,045 homes — a 1.2% increase in just one year.

The General Plan shapes how and where
Kings County grows — from housing and

jobs to parks, schools, and transportation.
Your voice is essential to make sure the Plan

reflects the needs of our communities.

Did You Know?Why It Matters?

To learn more and stay involved, visit: ImagineKingsCounty.com

Who is Working on the Update?
Kings County Community Development Agency – Leading the process

QK – Local planning & engineering consultant
General Plan Advisory Committee (GPAC) – Citizen group providing direction

Kings County Planning Commission & Board of Supervisors – Final decisions makers

 The process will take about three years, with many opportunities for public input along the way.

Kings County
General Plan Update
Building Our Future, Together



jueves,
26 de febrero de 2026

Biblioteca de Stratford
20300 Main St, Stratford, CA 93266

Taller Comunitario de Stratford

FUTURO
AYUDA A FORMAR EL 

Comienza a las 6

El Plan General determina cómo y dónde crece el condado de Kings, desde la vivienda
y empleos hasta los parques, las escuelas y el transporte.

Su opinión es esencial para garantizar que el Plan refleje las necesidades de nuestras comunidades.



Condado de Kings
 Actualización del Plan General

Construyendo nuestro futuro, juntos

¿Qué es un Plan General?
Un Plan General es un documento normativo integral y a largo plazo que sirve como modelo para
el crecimiento y desarrollo del condado de Kings. Requerido por la ley estatal, guía las decisiones

sobre el uso del tierra, la vivienda, el transporte, los servicios públicos y la proteger el medio
ambiente. Con una perspectiva de 20 a 30 años, esta actualización orientará el crecimiento hasta

2050. La última actualización integral del condado de Kings se completó en 2008.

El condado de Kings fue uno de los condados de
California con mayor crecimiento de la vivienda

el año pasado.
Entre enero de 2024 y enero de 2025, el condado
creció hasta alcanzar las 48 ,045 viviendas, lo que

refleja un aumento del 1.2 % en solo un año.

El Plan General determina cómo y dónde
crece el condado de Kings, desde la vivienda
y el empleo hasta los parques, las escuelas y

el transporte.
Su opinión es esencial para garantizar que el

Plan refleje las necesidades de nuestras
comunidades.

¿Sabías que...?¿Por qué es importante?

Para obtener más información y participar, visite: ImagineKingsCounty.com

¿Quién está trabajando en la actualización?
Agencia de Desarrollo Comunitario del Condado de Kings – Liderando el proceso

QK – Consultor local de planificación e ingeniería
Comité Asesor del Plan General (GPAC) - Grupo de ciudadanos que proporciona dirección

Comisión de Planificación del Condado de Kings y Junta de Supervisores - Tomadores de decisiones finales

El proceso tomará alrededor de tres años, con muchas oportunidades para la opinión pública en el camino.
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