From: Mikvsbean

To: BOS Questions

Subject: Item VI (A) (1) On 10/28/25 Agenda
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 8:22:07 AM
Hello,

I would like to voice my opposition to the changes being proposed under Item VI (A) (1) on the Board’s 10/28/25.
While I understand that the County is dealing with a shortfall of Williamson Act funding from the State, I don’t
believe the solution is to pass along a portion of that shortfall to farmers for whom the Williamson Act is a lifeline.

With energy, seed, and labor costs continuing to rise at a pace that exceeds the revenue brought in from crop sales,
adding yet another cost increase in the form of reduced Williamson Act refunds to property tax bills makes it even
more difficult for small farms like mine to exist.

I urge the Supervisors to reject this proposal when it is considered for a vote.

Sincerely,

Laverne Lima

Lemoore, California
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From: Charles Meyer

To: BOS Questions
Subject: Williamson Act
Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2025 9:48:08 AM

The purpose of the Act is to preserve agricultural and open
space lands by discouraging premature and unnecessary
conversion to urban uses. Taxes?

Property taxes keep going up while revenue from farm
property keeps going down. Even with the help of the
Williamson act, my property taxes have gone way, way up. In
years past, | used to make more revenue just growing barley.
Now | grow cotton, alfalfa, wheat, almonds, and pistachios
trying to find a a crop that'll bring in revenue. Government
policy, regulations, and taxes keep robbing me of any revenue.

Farmers are not in a position to dial in a margin of profit like
most other industries. As you well know, cost for doing
business, has gone through the ceiling, while revenues from our
crops, the markets, have steadily gone down. Nearly all the
family farmers in Stratford have given up and sold out and
some of you are not happy with the new owner. It has been
forced upon us by government policy. California plan
redistributes prime farm land in the name of equity. CDFA
releases a draft for climate resilience strategy for California
agriculture.

Why does government keep biting the hand that feeds the
public? Last month there was an article in the Hanford Sentinel
about farmers in the state of Washington. In the past five years,
3700 farmers have gone bankrupt. A similar scenario is going
on in every state in America. Kings County should lead the state
of California to show the way to preserve your food supply,
which is your farmers. The nation would follow California again.
Sent from my iPhone
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