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LAND CONSERVATION CONTRACT 
CONTRACT NO. 2097 

INCLUDING A PARTIAL RESCISSION OF CONTRACT NO. 1415, AND ENTERING INTO 
THIS NEW CONTRACT NO. 2097 IN ITS PLACE PURSUANT TO GOVERNMENT CODE 

SECTION 51257 

 THIS LAND CONSERVATION CONTRACT, MADE AND EXECUTED THIS _____ day 
of ______________, 2023 2025, by and between Michael G. Ward and Michelle A. Ward, Trustees of the 
Michael G. Ward Family Trust dated December 22, 2006, Doreen M. Caetano, and Doreen M. Caetano as Trustee 
of the Erica Caetano-Carlson Trust under the John T. Caetano Family Trust dated February 10, 1977, hereinafter 
referred to as the “Owners” and the COUNTY OF KINGS, a political subdivision of the State of California, 
hereinafter referred to as the “County”; 

WITNESSETH: 

 WHEREAS, the Owners own real property in the County of Kings, State of California, hereinafter 
referred to as the “Subject Property,” which is identified as Assessor’s Parcel Numbers 002-080-033, 002-030-
006, -007, -012, and -014 and more particularly described as follows: 
 

Those portions of the North half, the Southwest Quarter and the West half of the Southeast 
Quarter of Section l; the West half of Section 12; and the Northwest Quarter of Section 13; all 
lying South and East of the Kings River and all contained in T. 17 S., R. 22 E., M.D.B. & M.; 
EXCEPTING THEREFROM the following: 

(a)  Any portion thereof as deeded by W.W. Ward and Rachel Ward, husband and wife, to 
L.A. Nares, by deed dated March 18, 1903 and recorded March 21, 1903 in Book 19 at 
Page 592 of Deeds, Kings County records. 

(b) That portion as deeded by W.W. Ward to the Peoples Ditch Company, a corporation, by 
Deed dated October 1, 1901, and recorded October 8, 1901 in Book 18 at Page 181 of 
Deeds, Kings County Records. 

(c)  Those portions of the Southwest Quarter of the Southwest Quarter of said Section 12, 
and the Northwest Quarter of said Section 13, lying North and West of the Meander 
Line of 1854. 

(d)  Such interest in a strip of land in said Section 13 as was conveyed by deed dated 
December 2, 1892, executed by William Caruthers to Alta Irrigation District and 
recorded August 4, l894 in Book 2 at Page 90 of Deeds, Kings County Records. 

(e)  Such interest in a strip of land in said Section 13 as was conveyed by deed dated 
November 13, 1894, executed by William A. Caruthers and May E. Caruthers, his wife, 
to O. L. Wilson, recorded January 18, 1895 in Book 6 at Page 150 of Deeds, Kings 
County Records. 

(f)  That portion thereof which was conveyed by that Certain Deed dated January 31, 1938, 
executed by H. E. Ward and Margaret E. Ward, his wife, to Peoples Ditch Company, a 
corporation recorded February 2, 1938 in Book 180 at Page 233 as Document No. 674 
of Kings County records. 

(g)  Any portion thereof lying West of the center line of the Peoples Ditch. 



(h)  That portion of the North half of said Section 1, described as follows: BEGINNING at 
a point on the East line of said Section 1, 1066.00 feet South of the Northeast corner of 
said Section 1; thence South 52°22’30" West 819.80 feet; thence South 51°43’30” 
West 479.00 feet; thence South 52°51’ West 795.00 feet; thence South 73°22’ West 
108.60 feet; thence North 76°49'30" West 188.55 :feet; thence South 88° 44’ West 
440.65 feet; thence South 78°30’ West 240.95 feet; thence South 82°27’ West 461.50 
feet more or less to a point in the center line of the Peoples Ditch; thence along said 
center line North 45° East 341.13 feet; thence leaving said Ditch, South 39°30’ East 
110.00 feet; thence North 47° East 669.90 feet; thence North 71° East 140.00 feet; 
thence South 66°20’ East 520.00 feet; thence North 23°41’ East 479.50 feet; thence 
North 71° East 472.50 feet; thence North 16°40’ East 1468.50 feet to a point on the 
North line of said Section 1; thence along said North line East 610.50 feet to the 
Northeast corner of said Section 1; thence along the East line of said Section 1 South 
1066.00 feet to the point of beginning. 

 
WHEREAS, the Subject Property is restricted by Land Conservation Contract No. 1415. 
 

 WHEREAS, the Owners of the Subject Property wish to adjust the property lines between the 
Subject Property and another property which is not restricted by a Land Conservation Contract; 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to Government Code Section 51257 the boundary of the contracted land 
may be adjusted to accommodate minor boundary changes by partially rescinding the current contract on 
the Subject Property and simultaneously entering into a new contract for the “New Subject Property” as 
hereinafter described;   
 
 WHEREAS, the New Subject Property will continue to be devoted to agricultural uses and uses 
compatible thereto;   
 
 WHEREAS, the New Subject Property is located in Agricultural Preserve No. 557 which was 
established by the Board of Supervisors of the County by Resolution No. 71-112;   
 
 WHEREAS, the Owners and the County desire to limit the use of the New Subject Property to 
agricultural uses and uses compatible thereto in order to preserve a maximum of agricultural land, to 
conserve California’s economic resources, to maintain the agricultural economy, to assure a supply of 
food and fiber for future residents of the State to discourage the premature and unnecessary conversion 
of agricultural land to urban uses, recognizing that such land has public value as open space and 
constitutes an important physical, social, esthetic and economic asset to the Owners and the County; and 
 
 WHEREAS, both the Owners and the County intend that the terms, conditions and restrictions 
of this Contract be substantially similar to contracts authorized by the California Land Conservation Act 
of 1965.  

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS AGREED as follows: 

 1.  Land Conservation Contract No. 1415 is hereby partially rescinded, and this new Contract 
No. 2097 is entered into to replace Land Conservation Contract No. 1415.  The New Subject Property is 
hereby described as follows: 
 

Being a division of portions situated in the East half of sections 1, 12, and 13, 
Township 17 South, Range 22 East, Mount Diablo Base and Meridian, County of 
Kings, State of California, being more particularly described as follows: 
 



Parcel One, Parcel Two, Parcel Three, and the Designated Remainder of that certain 
Parcel Map as recorded on __________________ as Document No. ______________ 
in Book _______ of Parcel Maps at Page ______, Kings County Records.   

 2.  This Contract is made and entered into pursuant to the provisions of the California Land 
Conservation Act of 1965; and all of the provisions of said Act, including all amendments thereto that 
hereafter become effective are incorporated herein by reference and made a part hereof. 
 
 3.  During the term of this Contract and any renewals thereof the New Subject Property shall not 
be used by the Owners, or their successors in interest, for any purpose other than the production of 
agricultural commodities for commercial purposes, and those compatible uses which are listed in the 
Resolution establishing the Agricultural Preserve within which the land is located.  The Board of 
Supervisors of the County may from time to time during the term of this Contract and any renewals 
thereof, by Resolution, add to the permissible uses of the Subject Property listed in the Resolution 
establishing the Preserve.  However, the Board of Supervisors may not during the term of this Contract 
and any renewals thereof eliminate any of the permitted uses for the Subject Property, as set forth in said 
Resolution, without the prior written consent of the Owners.  
 
 4.  Nothing in this Contract shall limit or supersede the planning, zoning and other police powers 
of the County, and the right of the County to exercise such powers with regard to the New Subject 
Property.  
 
 5.  There shall be no payment to the Owners by the County.  
 
 6.  The term of this Contract shall be for ten (10) years, commencing on the ______ day of 
____________, 2023 2025.  Benefits of this Contract shall begin at the start of the following fiscal year.   
 
 7.  This Contract shall automatically renew to the full term as outlined in item 6 above on 
January 1, 2024, and every first day of January thereafter unless notice of non-renewal is given in the 
manner provided for a contract under the California Land Conservation Act of 1965 and with like effect 
as provided in said Act.  
  
 8.  This Contract may be canceled subject to the same proceedings and with like penalties as set 
forth in the California Land Conservation Act of 1965 for the cancellation of Contracts.  
 
 9.  Upon acquisition of title or taking of possession in any action for the condemnation of fee 
title to any of the New Subject Property, or of less than a fee interest which will prevent the land being 
used for any authorized uses, and upon the acquisition of such title by a public agency in lieu of 
condemnation, this Contract shall automatically and immediately become null and void with regard to 
that portion of the New Subject Property, which is so condemned or acquired.  
 
 10.  This Contract is expressly conditioned on the State of California annually appropriating 
funds and the State Controller making annual payments to County under the provisions of the Open 
Space Subvention Act (California Government Code section 16140, et seq.), and if said funds are not 
appropriated or dispersed the County may, in its sole discretion, terminate this Contract.  
 
 11.  Any notices required to be given to the County under this Contract shall be delivered to the 
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors of the County, and any notices to be given to the Owners shall be 
mailed to Owner(s) at the address of New Subject Property as it is shown on the latest adopted tax roll of 
Kings County.  
 



 12.  This Contract shall constitute a covenant running with the land and shall be binding upon 
and inures to the benefit of the heirs, executors, administrators, trustees, successors and assigns of the 
parties.  The recitals are integral to this Contract and are incorporated herein as though fully set forth. 

 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have executed this Contract as of the date first above 
written. 

COUNTY OF KINGS     OWNER(S): 
              
By: __________________________________  ___________________________________ 
Richard Valle Doug Verboon, Chairman   Michael G. Ward, Trustee  
Board of Supervisors   
  
 ___________________________________ 
 Michelle A. Ward, Trustee 
 
 
 ______________________________________ 
 Doreen M. Caetano 
 
    
 ______________________________________ 
 Dorren M. Caetano, Trustee 



A notary public or other officer completing this certificate verifies only the identity of the individual who signed the 
document to which this certificate is attached, and not the truthfulness, accuracy, or validity of that document. 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
COUNTY OF KINGS 
 

 
 
On the _____ day of ___________, 2023 2025, before me, Catherine Venturella, Clerk of the Board of 
Supervisors in and for said County personally appeared _______________________________, Chairperson of 
the Board of Supervisors of Kings County personally known to me (or proved to me on a satisfactory evidence) to 
be the person whose name is subscribed to the within instrument and acknowledged to me that he executed the 
same in his authorized capacity, and that by his signature on the instrument the person or the entity upon behalf of 
which the person acted, executed the instrument. 
       Clerk of said Board 
 
       _______________________________ Clerk 
       Catherine Venturella, Clerk of the Board 
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State of California

GOVERNMENT CODE

Section  51257

51257. (a)  To facilitate a lot line adjustment, pursuant to subdivision (d) of Section
66412, and notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, the parties may
mutually agree to rescind the contract or contracts and simultaneously enter into a
new contract or contracts pursuant to this chapter, provided that the board or council
finds all of the following:

(1)  The new contract or contracts would enforceably restrict the adjusted boundaries
of the parcel for an initial term for at least as long as the unexpired term of the
rescinded contract or contracts, but for not less than 10 years.

(2)  There is no net decrease in the amount of the acreage restricted. In cases where
two parcels involved in a lot line adjustment are both subject to contracts rescinded
pursuant to this section, this finding will be satisfied if the aggregate acreage of the
land restricted by the new contracts is at least as great as the aggregate acreage
restricted by the rescinded contracts.

(3)  At least 90 percent of the land under the former contract or contracts remains
under the new contract or contracts.

(4)  After the lot line adjustment, the parcels of land subject to contract will be
large enough to sustain their agricultural use, as defined in Section 51222.

(5)  The lot line adjustment would not compromise the long-term agricultural
productivity of the parcel or other agricultural lands subject to a contract or contracts.

(6)  The lot line adjustment is not likely to result in the removal of adjacent land
from agricultural use.

(7)  The lot line adjustment does not result in a greater number of developable
parcels than existed prior to the adjustment, or an adjusted lot that is inconsistent with
the general plan.

(b)  Nothing in this section shall limit the authority of the board or council to enact
additional conditions or restrictions on lot line adjustments.

(c)  Only one new contract may be entered into pursuant to this section with respect
to a given parcel, prior to January 1, 2004.

(Amended by Stats. 2012, Ch. 128, Sec. 1.  (AB 2680)  Effective January 1, 2013.)



California Environmental Quality Act & CEQA Guidelines 

 

Section 15300.2 Exceptions.  

(a) Location. Classes 3, 4, 5, 6, and 11 are qualified by consideration of where the project is to be located 
– a project that is ordinarily insignificant in its impact on the environment may in a particularly sensitive 
environment be significant. Therefore, these classes are considered to apply in all instances, except 
where the project may impact on an environmental resource of hazardous or critical concern where 
designated, precisely mapped, and officially adopted pursuant to law by federal, state, or local agencies.  

(b) Cumulative Impact. All exemptions for these classes are inapplicable when the cumulative impact of 
successive projects of the same type in the same place, over time is significant.  

(c) Significant Effect. A categorical exemption shall not be used for an activity where there is a 
reasonable possibility that the activity will have a significant effect on the environment due to unusual 
circumstances. 

(d) Scenic Highways. A categorical exemption shall not be used for a project which may result in damage 
to scenic resources, including but not limited to, trees, historic buildings, rock outcroppings, or similar 
resources, within a highway officially designated as a state scenic highway. This does not apply to 
improvements which are required as mitigation by an adopted negative declaration or certified EIR.  

(e) Hazardous Waste Sites. A categorical exemption shall not be used for a project located on a site 
which is included on any list compiled pursuant to Section 65962.5 of the Government Code.  

(f) Historical Resources. A categorical exemption shall not be used for a project which may cause a 
substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical resource.  

 

Section 15317.  Open Space Contracts or Easements.  

Class 17 consists of the establishment of agricultural preserves, the making and renewing of open space 
contracts under the Williamson Act, or the acceptance of easements or fee interests in order to 
maintain the open space character of the area. The cancellation of such preserves, contracts, interests, 
or easements is not included and will normally be an action subject to the CEQA process.  
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