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April 29, 2025 
 
Superior County of California – County of Kings 
Attn: Judge Jennifer Guiliani, Presiding Judge 
1640 Kings Court Drive 
Hanford, CA 93230 
 
SUBJECT:  Response to Grand Jury Report “Kings County OES” 
 
Dear Judge Giuliani; 
 
The Kings County Grand Jury recently completed a report on their investigation into the 
structure and oversight of the Kings County Office of Emergency Services (OES). The Board of 
Supervisors appreciates the Grand Jury’s recommendations regarding the potential benefits of 
placing OES under the jurisdiction of the Kings County Sheriff’s Office as a temporary measure. 
Additionally, the Board appreciates the Grand Jury’s acknowledgment of the importance of 
updating the Kings County Emergency Operations Plan, which has not been revised since 
November 2015. The Board provides the following invited response to the Grand Jury’s findings 
and recommendations.  
 
Finding No. 1: 
 
In Kings County, emergency declarations are declared by one member of the County Board of 
Supervisors. 
 
Recommendation No. 1: 
 
To avoid any semblance of impropriety or inefficiency, and to define the rolls of county officials, 
the declaration of a county emergency should be handled by someone other than a single Board 
of Supervisor member. 
 
Response No. 1: 
The County acknowledges the importance of transparency and accountability in emergency 
declarations. However, the current process provides a necessary and practical mechanism to 
ensure swift action when the Board is not in session. The authority is limited to initiating the 
declaration, which must be ratified by the full Board within seven days, per Government Code 
Section 8630(b). This requirement serves as a check and balance and ensures oversight by the 
full governing body. 
 
The County will continue to ensure that all emergency declarations follow legal requirements 
and are promptly communicated to the Board and the public. Kings County Administration will 
explore the opportunity to designate another appropriate official to fulfill this role. This 
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consideration will be part of the ongoing update to the County’s Emergency Operations Plan, 
with the goal of further clarifying roles and responsibilities and strengthening emergency 
response protocols. 
 
County Administration will also initiate revisions to County Ordinance No. 361 to ensure it 
accurately reflects the current structure and operational alignment of the Office of Emergency 
Services (OES). This ordinance was adopted long before the Emergency Services Manager 
position was created in 2022, and as such, revisions are necessary to ensure the ordinance aligns 
with current roles and responsibilities and that no gaps exist between the ordinance and the 
County’s operational structure. 
 
In addition, staff has updated the Fire Chief job specification to formally include oversight of the 
Office of Emergency Services. While it is common for Department Heads to oversee various 
divisions not explicitly listed in their job specifications, this update provides added clarity and 
formalizes the relationship between the Fire Department and OES within the County’s 
organizational framework. 
 
Finding No. 2: 
 
The citizens of Kings County and the Kings County Office of Emergency Services would benefit 
from being under the Kings County Sheriffs Office. 
 
Recommendation No. 2: 
 
The Kings County Office of Emergency Services should be a separate department in the county 
when the Board of Supervisors makes it a priority and funding becomes available. The Kings 
County Office of Emergency Services and staff should be under the jurisdiction of the Kings 
County Sheriffs Department until such time that funding and space become available for the 
agency to exist as a stand-alone County department. 
 
Response No. 2: 
 
At this time, the Board of Supervisors has not designated the establishment of a stand-alone OES 
department as a fiscal or operational priority, primarily due to current budget constraints and 
space limitations. As a designated rural county—Kings is one of 35 rural counties out of 
California’s 58—Kings County faces unique challenges that limit the feasibility of establishing 
new departments, out of the 35 rural Counties only 1 has OES as a stand alone department, 
Siskiyou County. In practice, rural counties must often consolidate services to maximize 
efficiency and manage limited resources. Of the 35 counties that meet the rural designation, none 
currently operate OES as a stand-alone department. Instead, OES typically functions as a 
division within a larger department to promote coordination and cost-effectiveness. Specifically, 
10 of these counties house OES within their Sheriff’s Office, and 3 within their Fire Department. 
 
Given this landscape and Kings County’s own operational needs, the Office of Emergency 
Services will remain under the jurisdiction of the Fire Department. This structure has proven 
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effective in facilitating emergency response coordination and will continue to support 
community safety and compliance with federal and state emergency management requirements. 
The County will continue to monitor operational capacity and evaluate future opportunities. 
 
Finding No. 3:  
 
Currently there is not adequate or speedy professional training taking place. 
 
Recommendation No. 3: 
 
The Office of Emergency Services conduct a full-scale training exercise to include the Board of 
Supervisors, before September 1, 2025, to be followed up by a detailed evaluation and review. 
 
Response No. 3: 
 
Kings County acknowledges and agrees with the importance of conducting a full-scale training 
exercise involving the Board of Supervisors and key stakeholders. In 2024, the County initiated a 
comprehensive update to its Emergency Operations Plan (EOP) through a competitive Request 
for Proposals process. A contractor has been selected, and County staff anticipate receiving a 
draft EOP by late April 2025, with formal adoption targeted prior to September 1, 2025. 
 
Following the completion of the draft, the Kings County Office of Emergency Services will 
coordinate a countywide training exercise involving all County departments, incorporated cities, 
and the Board of Supervisors. This exercise will serve as an opportunity to test the updated EOP 
in a simulated scenario, gather feedback, and identify areas for improvement prior to final 
adoption. 
 
In support of ongoing preparedness efforts, the County’s current Emergency Services Manager is 
in the process of obtaining CalOES Instructor Credentialing. This will enable the County to 
deliver Emergency Operations Center (EOC) training locally, reducing the need for extended 
staff absences due to travel—an issue that has previously impacted participation. 
 
Additionally, Kings County Administration will roll out disaster preparedness courses via the 
County’s online training portal, with the goal of having all required staff complete the courses 
within one year. These combined efforts will strengthen the County’s overall readiness and 
ensure alignment with the updated EOP. 
 
Finding No. 4: 
 
The last Emergency Operations Plan was updated in November 2015. 
 
Recommendation No. 4: 
 
The Kings County Emergency Operations Plan should be given priority and updated by 
September 1, 2025. 
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Response No. 4: 
 
Agreed. The Kings County Emergency Operations Plan (EOP) was last updated in November 
2015. A formal update was initiated in 2024, and a contractor was selected through a competitive 
Request for Proposals process. County staff anticipate receiving a draft of the updated EOP by 
late April 2025, with final adoption targeted ahead of the September 1, 2025, deadline. This 
update is a high-priority initiative and is being developed in full alignment with applicable state 
standards and guidelines. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Doug Verboon, Chairman 
Kings County Board of Supervisor 
 
 





 ...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................  
 
BOARD ACTION: APPROVED AS RECOMMENDED: _________ OTHER: ________ 
 
 
 
 
 

I hereby certify that the above order was passed and adopted 

on ________________________, 2025. 

CATHERINE VENTURELLA, Clerk to the Board 

By                                                    , Deputy. 
 

 
 
 

SUBMITTED BY: Administration – Kyria Martinez/Alex C. Walker 
 
SUBJECT: ASSEMBLY BILL 1218 SUPPORT LETTER 
 
SUMMARY: 
 

Overview: 
According to the Kings County Sheriff’s Office and the Kings County District Attorney’s Office, Kings 
County experiences an average of 4 to 10 copper wire thefts per week. In the last 4 years, Kings County 
experienced 360 reported incidents of copper wire theft, amounting to $2.65 million dollars in damages, 
including costs to repair and replace stolen copper wire. The damage value does not include the loss of 
agricultural crops, or the damage caused by unreported copper wire thefts. Assembly Bill (AB 1218) 
would make it a crime to unlawfully possess copper materials without proof of lawful ownership, 
addressing copper material theft in the State of California.  
 
Recommendation: 
Authorize the Chairman to sign a letter of support in favor of Assembly Bill 1218, relating to copper 
material theft. 

 
Fiscal Impact: 
There are sufficient budgeted funds to distribute this document. 
 

BACKGROUND: 
Copper wire theft is one of the most frequent crimes experienced in the Kings County agricultural community. A 
single copper wire theft may cause damages between $5,000 and $100,000. In Kings County, frequent targets of 
copper wire thieves include agricultural wells, of which Kings County has about 2,500, pumps, and 
telecommunications infrastructure. Under existing law, Section 487j of the California Penal Code governs copper 
material theft. AB 1218 would make it a crime to unlawfully possess copper materials, without proof of lawful 
ownership. Additionally, the proposed bill would also prohibit a person from falsifying any record intending to  
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April 29, 2025 

The Honorable Esmeralda Soria 
State Capitol, Suite 4110 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

RE: AB 1218 (Soria) Copper material theft – Support 

Dear Assemblywoman Soria, 

On behalf of the Kings County Board of Supervisors, I write to respectfully inform you that Kings County 
supports your bill, AB 1218, relating to copper material theft. Kings County views AB 1218 as a 
necessary step in addressing the chronic issue of copper material theft that rural California counties 
experience, such as Kings County.    

Copper wire theft is one of the most frequent crimes experienced in the Kings County agricultural 
community. A single copper wire theft may cause damages between $5,000 and $100,000. In Kings 
County, frequent targets of copper wire thieves include agricultural wells, of which Kings County has 
about 2,500, pumps, and telecommunications infrastructure. Copper wire thieves have caused extensive 
damage to public infrastructure across the Central Valley.  

According to the Kings County Sheriff’s Office and the Kings County District Attorney’s Office, Kings 
County experiences an average of 4 to 10 copper wire thefts per week. In the last 4 years, Kings County 
experienced 360 reported incidents of copper wire theft, amounting to $2.65 million dollars in damages, 
including costs to repair and replace stolen copper wire. The damage value does not include the loss of 
agricultural crops, or the damage caused by unreported copper wire thefts. One instance in 2024, the 
Kings County Sheriff’s Office arrested an individual who stole 1,000 pounds of copper. 

Copper material theft continues to be a constant and continues challenge for our local community, and it 
is for these reasons that Kings County supports AB 1218. 

Sincerely, 

Doug Verboon, Chairman  
Kings County Board of Supervisors 

CC: County of Kings State Legislative Delegation Members 


	Blank Page



