Staff

Kyria Martinez, County Administrative Officer
Laurie Avedisian-Favini, Interim County Counsel
Catherine Venturella, Clerk of the Board

Board Members

Joe Neves, District 1

Richard Valle, District 2

Doug Verboon, District 3 - Chairman
Rusty Robinson, District 4 — Vice-Chairman
Robert Thayer, District 5

Regular Meeting Agenda

Date: Tuesday, February 25, 2025
Time: 9:00 a.m.
Place: BOARD of SUPERVISORS CHAMBERS, Kings County Government Center

1400 W. Lacey Boulevard, Hanford, California 93230

& (559) 852-2362 <+ bosquestions@co.kings.ca.us <+  www.countyofkingsca.gov

The meeting can be attended on the Internet by clicking this link:
https://countyofkings.webex.com/countyofkings/i.php?MTID=m905196dd2bl1d64cc9e42ff5cl7efbed6

or by sending an email to bosquestions@co.kings.ca.us on the morning of the meeting for an automated
email response with the WebEx meeting link information. Members of the public attending via WebEx will
have the opportunity to provide public comment during the meeting. Remote WebEx participation for
members of the public is provided for convenience only. If the WebEx connection malfunctions or becomes
unavailable for any reason, the Board of Supervisors reserves the right to conduct the meeting without
remote access. *WebEx will be available for access and the Board Chambers will be open at 8:50 a.m.*
Members of the public who wish to view/observe the meeting virtually can do so on the internet at:
www.countyofkingsca.gov and click on the “Join Meeting” button or by clicking this link:

https://youtube.com/live/IZheZT8Ix01?feature=share
**Members of the public viewing the meeting through YouTube will not have the ability to provide public
comment.

Members of the public may submit written comments on any matter within the Board’s subject matter
jurisdiction, regardless of whether it is on the agenda for the Board’s consideration or action, and those
comments may become part of the administrative record of the meeting. Comments will not be read into
the record, only the names of those who have submitted comments will be read. Written comments should
be directed to bosquestions@co.kings.ca.us email by 8:00 a.m. on the morning of the noticed meeting to be
included in the record. Those comments received after 8:00 a.m. may become part of the record of the next
meeting. E-mail is not monitored during the meeting. To submit comments by U.S. Mail, send to: Kings
County Board of Supervisors, Attn: Clerk of the Board of Supervisors, County of Kings, 1400 W. Lacey Blvd.,
Hanford, CA 93230.

l. 9:00 AM CALL TO ORDER
ROLL CALL - Clerk of the Board
INVOCATION - Pastor Lori Niles — Hanford - Laton Church of the Nazarene
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
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Il. UNSCHEDULED APPEARANCES
This is an opportunity for members of the public to address the Board on items of interest within the
Board's jurisdiction and which are not already on the agenda. The Board will not answer questions
impromptu, and concerns or complaints will be referred to appropriate staff. For items which are on
the agenda, members of the public will be provided with an opportunity to address the Board as each
item is brought up for discussion. Speakers should limit their comments to not more than two (2)
minutes.

. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A. Report out of Closed Session from the regular meeting for February 4, 2025.
B. Approval of the minutes from the regular meeting for February 4, 2025.

IV. CONSENT CALENDAR
All items listed under the consent calendar are considered routine and will be enacted by one motion. If
a Board member has questions, requests additional information, or wishes to comment on an item, the
vote should not be taken until after questions have been addressed or comments made, and the public
has had an opportunity to comment on the Consent Calendar items.
A. Assessor/Clerk Recorder:
1. Consider approving an Agreement with CoStar Real Estate Information Company to provide
a data analytics and research tool subscription service effective February 25, 2025 through
February 24, 2026.
B. Behavioral Health Department:
1. Consider authorizing the advanced step hire of Alfonso Rodriguez as a Behavioral Health
Unit Supervisor at Salary Range 236.0, Step 5.
C. Community Development Agency:
1. a. Consider approving the reserve allocation from Fund 7019 in the amount of $132,080
for the operation and maintenance expenses at the Kettleman City Community
Services District Surface Water Treatment Plant;
b. Adopt the budget change. (4/5 vote required)
D. District Attorney’s Office:
1. a. Consider approving the rollover of two grant balances for the Workers’ Compensation
Insurance Fraud and Automobile Insurance Fraud program from Fiscal Year 2023-24
into Fiscal Year 2024-25;
b. Accept additional Workers’ Compensation Insurance Fraud grant funds for Fiscal Year
2024-25;
c.  Adopt the budget change. (4/5 vote required)
E. Human Resources:
1. Consider approving the second amendment with Massachusetts Mutual Life Insurance
Company to modify the duration adjustment factor for the County’s deferred compensation
plan effective on March 3, 2025.
2. a. Consider approving the new job specification for Patient’s Rights Advocate and set the
salary at Range 202.5 ($4,508 - $5,500 monthly);
b. Add 1.0 Full-Time Equivalent Patient’s Right Advocate position, offset by the deletion
of 1.0 Full-Time Equivalent Recovery Support Coordinator position in Budget Unit
422200 effective February 17, 2025 (Pay Period 05-2025).
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CONSENT CALENDAR Continued
F.  Public Health Department:
1. Consider appointing Nate Ferrier to serve on the Kings County Ambulance Commission.
G. Public Works Department:
1. a. Consider approving the Plans, Specifications, and Estimate package for the 16" Avenue
at Tulare Lake Canal Bridge Replacement project;
b.  Authorize the Public Works Department to advertise the project.
2. a. Consider approving the plans and specifications for the Fire Station Number 4 Access
Driveway project;
b.  Authorize the Public Works Department to advertise the project.
3. a. Consider approving the Right of Way dedication (Edison Palacio) into the County
maintained mileage;
b. Approve the acceptance statement as shown in the deed.
4. a. Consider approving the Construction Contract Change Order Number 6 with Ardent
General, Inc. for the Kings County Fire Department, Fire Station Number 5 — Partial
Remodel project;
b. Authorize the Chief Engineer to sign Change Order Number 6.
5. Consider approving the Agreement with Statewide Traffic Safety and Signs, Inc., dba AWP
Safety for the Kings County Roadway Safety Sign Audit Project.
H.  Sheriff’s Office:
1. a. Consider approving the grant Agreement with the State of California Department of
Parks and Recreation for the Off-Highway Motor Vehicle Recreation Division grant
retroactively effective from January 1, 2025 through December 31, 2025;

b. Authorize the Sheriff’s Office to purchase one Polaris General utility task vehicle;
c. Authorize the Purchasing Manager to sign the purchase order;
d. Adopt the budget change. (4/5 vote required)
2. a. Consider retroactively approving the purchase of an Uninterrupted Power Supply for
the Emergency Dispatch Center;
b. Authorize the Purchasing Manager to sign the purchase order;
c.  Adopt the budget change. (4/5 vote required)

3. a. Consider authorizing the Sheriff’s Office to purchase twenty-three Glock 43x handguns
from ProForce Law Enforcement;
b. Authorize the Purchasing Manager to sign the purchase order;
c. Adopt the budget change. (4/5 vote required)
[.  Administration:

1. Consider approving the Public Safety Realignment and Post Release Community Supervision
Fiscal Year 2024-25 Plan for submission to the Board of State and Community Corrections.

2. Consider appointing one new member to the Law Library Board of Trustees.

3. Consider authorizing the Chairman to sign a joint letter outlining the 2025 state legislative
priorities between the San Joaquin Valley Regional Association of California Counties.

4. Consider rejecting the Claim for Damages filed by the Law Office of Lawrence J. Lennemann
on behalf of Keri Rosas.

5. Consider authorizing the Chairman to sign a letter of support for Kings River Conservation
District’s application for WaterSMART Applied Science Grant funds for their Kings River
Elevation Data & Hydrologic Model Post-Flood Update Project.



Board of Supervisors Regular Meeting Agenda
February 25, 2025

Page 4 of 6
V. REGULAR CALENDAR
A. Human Services Agency — Wendy Osikafo/Chistopher Narez
1. a. Consider authorizing the acceptance of the Homeless Housing, Assistance, and
Prevention Program Grant;

b. Approve the Standard Agreement with the State of California Business, Consumer
Services, and Housing Agency for the Homeless Housing, Assistance, and Prevention
Program grant;

c. Designate and authorize the Human Services Agency Director as the signature
authority for the Standard Agreement, exhibits, funding acceptance form, and reports
as required by the California Interagency Council on Homelessness.

B. Information Technology — John Devlin
1. a. Consider approving the purchase of 66 Mobile Data Terminals from Dell Technologies
for the Sheriff’s Department;

b. Authorize the Purchasing Manager to sign the purchase order for 66 Mobile Data
Terminals from Dell Technologies.

C. Public Works Department — Mitchel Cabrera
1. a. Consider approving the Plans and Specifications for the Avenal Cutoff Senate Bill 1
Roadway Improvements Phase Il project;
b. Authorize the Public Works Department to advertise the project.
D. Administration — Kyria Martinez/Alex C. Walker/Veronica Mello
1. Consider setting the compensation for the Director of Child Support Services Director

effective February 17, 2025.

2. a. Consider authorizing staff to submit four Federal Fiscal Year 2026 Federal Earmark |
Funding submissions;

b. Authorize staff to submit four State Budget earmark project funding requests through
the State budget;

c. Authorize the Chairman to sign letters of support for the projects submitted to Senator
Alex Padilla, Senator Adam Schiff, Representative David Valadao, and Representative
Vince Fong.

3. Consider approving the State and Federal Legislative Platform for calendar year 2025.
4. Consider adopting a Resolution proclaiming February 2025 as Black History Month in Kings

County.

VI. STUDY SESSION

A. Administration — Kyria Martinez/Gisselle Coyt
1. Consider receiving an overview of the Kings County Major Crimes Task Force.

REGULAR CALENDAR Continued
E. District Attorney’s Office — Sarah Hacker
1. Consider authorizing the Chairman to sign a letter to the Hanford City Council supporting
their intervention in the Hanford Police Department’s decision to withdraw from the Major
Crimes Task Force.
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VII. BOARD MEMBER ANNOUNCEMENTS OR REPORTS
On their own initiative, Board Members may make a brief announcement or a brief report on their
own activities. They may ask questions for clarification, make a referral to staff or request staff place
a matter of business on a future agenda (Govt. Code Section 54954.2a).
¢ Board Correspondence
¢ Upcoming Events
¢ Information on Future Agenda Items

VIII. CLOSED SESSION
¢ Conference with Labor Negotiator: [Govt. Code Section 54957.6]
Negotiators: Kyria Martinez, Carolyn Leist, Che Johnson of Liebert Cassidy Whitmore
*  General Unit - CLOCEA
e Supervisor’s Unit - CLOCEA
*  Blue Collar - SEIU
*  Detention Deputy’s Association
*  Firefighter’s Association
*  Deputy Sheriff's Association
*  Probation Officer’s Association
*  Prosecutor’s Association
*  Unrepresented Management
¢ Significant exposure to litigation: (1 Case)
[Govt. Code Section 54956.9 (d)(2)(e)(3)]
Receipt of Tort Claim or other written threat of litigation
Notice of Right to Sue: J.G. Boswell claim for damages
¢ Personnel Matter:
[Govt. Code Section 54957]
Public Employee Appointment — Public Works Director
¢ Personnel Matter:
[Govt. Code Section 54957]
Public Employee Appointment — Fire Chief
¢ Significant exposure to litigation: (1 Case)
[Govt. Code Section 54956.9 (d)(2)(e)(2)]
Threat of litigation regarding Triangle Courtyard
¢ Deciding to initiate litigation: (1 Case) [Govt. Code Section 54956.9 (d)(4)]
¢ Litigation initiated formally: Title:
Southern California Edison Company v. State Board of Equalization, et al. Case No.: 23C0037
[Govt. Code Section 54956.9 (d)(1)]
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IX.

X. 11:00 AM

ADJOURNMENT

The regular meetings for Tuesday, March 4, 2025 are canceled due to Board Members participating
in the National Association of Counties Legislative Conference.
The next regularly scheduled meeting will be held on Tuesday, March 11, 2025, at 9:00 a.m.

CALIFORNIA PUBLIC FINANCE AUTHORITY REGULAR MEETING

XI. 1:00 PM BOARD OF EQUALIZATION
FUTURE MEETINGS AND EVENTS

March 4 - Regular Meeting Canceled - Board Members participating in National Association of
Counties Legislative Conference

March 11 9:00 AM Regular Meeting. This will be the Women Making History Recognition.

March 18 8:30 AM Regular Meeting. This will be the Les Collins’ Memorial Youth in Government Day,
sponsored by the Hanford Rotary Club.

March 18 8:30 AM Regular Meeting. This will be the Les Collins’ Memorial Youth in Government Day,
sponsored by the Hanford Rotary Club.

March 25 9:00 AM Regular Meeting

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this meeting,
please contact the Board of Supervisors office at (559) 852-2362 by 9:00 a.m. on the Monday prior to this meeting.

Agenda backup information and any public records provided to the Board after the posting of the agenda for this meeting
will be available for public review within 24 hours of receipt of said documents, at the Kings County Board of Supervisors
office, located at 1400 W. Lacey Blvd., Hanford, CA 93230 or at
https://www.countyofkingsca.gov/departments/board-of-supervisors/calendar-agenda-and-action-summary



https://www.countyofkingsca.gov/departments/board-of-supervisors/calendar-agenda-and-action-summary

Staff

Kyria Martinez, County Administrative Officer
Laurie Avedisian-Favini, Interim County Counsel
Catherine Venturella, Clerk of the Board

Board Members

Joe Neves, District 1

Richard Valle, District 2

Doug Verboon, District 3 - Chairman

Rusty Robinson, District 4 — Vice-Chairman
Robert Thayer, District 5

Regular Meeting Action Summary

Date: Tuesday, February 4, 2025
Time: 9:00 a.m.
Place: BOARD of SUPERVISORS CHAMBERS, Kings County Government Center

1400 W. Lacey Boulevard, Hanford, California 93230

& (559) 852-2362 <+ bosquestions@co.kings.ca.us <+ www.countyofkingsca.gov

The meeting can be attended on the Internet by clicking this link:
https://countyofkings.webex.com/countyofkings/j.php?MTID=m6ab71623b82338c9d8455bb02e615275

or by sending an email to bosquestions@co.kings.ca.us on the morning of the meeting for an automated email
response with the WebEx meeting link information. Members of the public attending via WebEx will have the
opportunity to provide public comments during the meeting. Remote WebEx participation for members of the
public is provided for convenience only. If the WebEx connection malfunctions or becomes unavailable for any
reason, the Board of Supervisors reserves the right to conduct the meeting without remote access. *WebEx
will be available for access and the Board Chambers will be open at 8:50 a.m.*
Members of the public who wish to view/observe the meeting virtually can do so on the internet at:
www.countyofkingsca.gov and click on the “Join Meeting” button or by clicking this link:

https://youtube.com/live/1ZheZT8Ix01?feature=share
**Members of the public viewing the meeting through YouTube will not have the ability to provide public
comment.

Members of the public may submit written comments on any matter within the Board’s subject matter
jurisdiction, regardless of whether it is on the agenda for the Board’s consideration or action, and those
comments may become part of the administrative record of the meeting. Comments will not be read into the
record, only the names of those who have submitted comments will be read. Written comments should be
directed to bosquestions@co.kings.ca.us email by 8:00 a.m. on the morning of the noticed meeting to be
included in the record. Those comments received after 8:00 a.m. may become part of the record of the next
meeting. E-mail is not monitored during the meeting. To submit comments by U.S. Mail, send to: Kings County
Board of Supervisors, Attn: Clerk of the Board of Supervisors, County of Kings, 1400 W. Lacey Blvd., Hanford,
CA 93230.

l. 9:00 AM CALL TO ORDER
ROLL CALL — Clerk of the Board
A MOMENT OF SILENCE WAS OBSERVED IN HONOR OF MARK EADS
INVOCATION - Pastor Timothy Dinkens — Grace Bible Church
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
ALL MEMBERS PRESENT
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UNSCHEDULED APPEARANCES

This is an opportunity for members of the public to address the Board on items of interest within the
Board's jurisdiction and which are not already on the agenda. The Board will not answer questions
impromptu, and concerns or complaints will be referred to appropriate staff. For items which are on the
agenda, members of the public will be provided with an opportunity to address the Board as each item
is brought up for discussion. Speakers should limit their comments to not more than two (2) minutes.

Sarah Hacker, Kings County District Attorney, stated that she was here today to let the Board know
that the Hanford Police Department has decided to remove themselves from the Major Crimes Task
Force. She stated that she submitted a letter to the Board and expressed concern for our community
with this decision and urged the Hanford Police Department to reconsider and provided the Board
with many examples as to why this can be an issue for the community.

Catherine Venturella, Clerk of the Board of Supervisors, stated that staff has located the letter the
District Attorney submitted, and it has been sent to all Board members and will become part of the
record of todays meeting.

Rachel Clement, Representative from Congressman David Valadao’s office stated that she is here
today to present the Board of Supervisors with a Resolution proclaiming January as National Slavery
and Human Trafficking month and thanked the Board for their recognition of this important topic.

Victor Chavarrin, Representative from Senator Melissa Hurtado’s office stated that he is here to
present the Board of Supervisors with a Resolution proclaiming January as National Slavery and
Human Trafficking month and thanked the Board for their recognition.

Alvaro Preciado, City of Avenal Mayor, stated that he would like to extend his condolences to the
family and department of Fire Captain Mark Eads. Mayor Preciado expressed his extreme admiration
for Captain Eads and thanked him for his love and support for the City of Avenal. In Captain Eads
honor the flags at the City of Avenal will be flown at half-staff.

Cecilio Velasco, Avenal Police Chief, wanted to express his condolences to the family of Captain Mark
Eads and express his gratitude and appreciation for his service and support to the City of Avenal.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A. Report out of Closed Session from the regular meeting for January 28, 2025.

REPORT OUT: Laurie Avedisian-Favini, Interim County Counsel stated that the Board took no
reportable action in closed session at their January 28, 2025 meeting.

B.  Approval of the minutes from the regular meeting for January 28, 2025.

ACTION: APPROVED AS PRESENTED (RR, JN, RV, RT, DV - Aye)

CONSENT CALENDAR
All items listed under the consent calendar are considered routine and will be enacted by one motion. If
a Board member has questions, requests additional information, or wishes to comment on an item, the
vote should not be taken until after questions have been addressed or comments made, and the public
has had an opportunity to comment on the Consent Calendar items.
A. Agriculture Department:
1. Consider approving the Agreement with the California Department of Food and Agriculture
for the County’s European Grapevine Moth Detection Program retroactively effective from
July 1, 2024 through December 31, 2024. [AGMT 25-009]
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B. Behavioral Health Department:

1. Consider approving the second amendment to the Agreement with California Mental
Health Services Authority for the Medi-Cal Peer Support Certification Program effective
April 1, 2025 through March 31, 2027. [AGMT 23-153.2]

C. Fire Department:

1. a. Consider authorizing the Fire Department to accept the 2024 Emergency Management
Performance Grant allocation;

b. Adopt a Resolution designating the County Fire Chief, County Administrative Officer, or
Deputy County Administrative Officer as authorized agents to execute all grant
documents. [RESO 25-004]

2. a. Consider authorizing the Fire Department to accept the 2024 Homeland Security Grant

Program allocation;

b. Adopt a Resolution designating the County Fire Chief, County Administrative Officer, or
Deputy County Administrative Officer as authorized agents to execute all grant
documents. [RESO 25-005]

D. Human Services Agency:

1. a. Consider authorizing the purchase of three sedans from Toyota of Clovis;

b. Authorize the Purchasing Manager to approve the purchase order for three sedans.

ITEM WAS PULLED BY SUPERVISOR VALLE FOR DISCUSSION BUT KEPT AS PART OF CONSENT
E. Public Works Department:
1. a. Consider approving the purchase of two Chevrolet trucks using Sourcewell purchasing
consortium and local bids;
b. Authorize the Purchasing Manager to approve the purchase order for the two trucks;
c. Adopt the budget change. (4/5 vote required)
F.  Public Guardian/Veteran’s Services Office:

1. Consider approving the Certificate of Compliance for the County Subvention Program and
the Certificate of Compliance for the Medi-Cal Cost Avoidance Program with the California
Department of Veteran’s Affairs retroactively effective from July 1, 2024 through June 30,
2025. [AGMT 25-010]

G. Administration:

1. Consider authorizing the County Administrative Officer to sign the Memorandum of
Understanding with California Counties Foundation, Inc., retroactively effective from
January 17, 2025 through December 31, 2025. [AGMT 25-011]

2. Consider appointing one new member to the Kings County Commission on Aging Council.

3. Consider appointing one new member to the Kings County Workforce Development Board.

ACTION: APPROVED AS PRESENTED (IN, RV, RR, RT, DV - Aye)

REGULAR CALENDAR
A.  Community Development Agency — Chuck Kinney
1. Accept the monthly report of Planning Commission’s actions from their February 3, 2025
meeting.
ACTION: APPROVED AS PRESENTED (UN, RV, RR, RT, DV - Aye)

B. Public Works Department — Mitchel Cabrera
1. Consider approving the Agreement with Darden Architects, Inc. to prepare a Plans,
Specifications, and Estimate package for the Kings County Government Center Courthouse
Remodel Project. [AGMT 25-012]
ACTION: APPROVED AS PRESENTED (N, RR, RV, RT, DV - Aye)
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VI.

VII.

STUDY SESSION
A. Administration — Kyria Martinez/Alex C. Walker
1. Consider receiving an overview and update on the draft 2025 State and Federal Legislative
Platform.
The Board received an update, offered corrections and additional information, took comments
from the audience and directed staff to bring the information back on a future agenda.

BOARD MEMBER ANNOUNCEMENTS OR REPORTS

On their own initiative, Board Members may make a brief announcement or a brief report on their
own activities. They may ask questions for clarification, make a referral to staff or request staff place
a matter of business on a future agenda (Govt. Code Section 54954.2a).

Supervisor Neves stated he attended the Kings Waste & Recycling meeting, attended the Employee
Appreciation BBQ kickoff meeting, helped cook for the Fire Academy graduation and thanked
Richard Fagundes and Jim Kilner for their assistance and he continues to announce basketball at
Lemoore College.

Supervisor Thayer stated that he attended the Kings Waste & Recycling meeting, attended the
Employee Appreciate BBQ kickoff meeting, met with Public Works staff regarding the Houston
Bridge Project and spoke with constituents about the Houston Bridge Project, attended
Congressman Valadao and Fong’s Roundtable regarding Human Trafficking, and participated in an
interview with CNN regarding water for the Central Valley, he also extended his condolences to the
family of Kings County Fire Captain Mark Eads.

Supervisor Valle expressed his condolences to the staff at Kings County Fire Department and to the
family of Captain Mark Eads and the City of Avenal.

Supervisor Robinson expressed his condolences to the family of Captain, Mark Eads and thanked
Kings County Fire Department for all they do in their line of work, he attended a zoom meeting with
Public Works staff regarding the Houston Bridge project, attended a meeting with Rural County
Representatives of California on zoom, attended the reception and swearing in for Assemblywoman
Alexandra Macedo and took phone calls regarding the Major Crimes Task Force.

¢ Board Correspondence: Kyria Martinez stated the Board received the Fire Department/Office
of Emergency Services Kings County Operation Area Report dated January 31, 2025. The Board
also received correspondence dated January 29, 2025 from the Kettleman City Community
Services District regarding a Reserve fund drawdown.

¢ Upcoming Events: Kyria Martinez stated that Kings County Behavioral Health will host its
Mental Health Family member support group tonight Tuesday, February 4, 2025, from 5:30
p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at the Kings Building here on campus. Kings County Behavioral Health will
also host its Survivors of Suicide Loss Support group tomorrow, Wednesday, February 5, 2025,
from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at the Kings Building here on campus and they will also host their
Veteran’s Support group next Tuesday, February 11, 2025, from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at the
Corcoran Branch Library. The Kings County Library will host its Cup of Joe & Conversation with
Veterans next Monday, February 10, 2025, from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. at the Corcoran Branch
Library. The Kings County Library will also host its Movie Time at the Library next Wednesday,
February 12, 2025, from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the Kettleman city Branch Library.
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¢ Information on Future Agenda Items: Kyria Martinez stated the following items will be on a
future agenda, District Attorney — Rollover of Unspent & Additional Grant Funds; Public Health
Department — Appointments to the Kings County Ambulance Commission; Human Resources -
New Job Classification for the Behavioral Health Department; Human Services Agency —
Homeless Housing, Assistance, and Prevention Program Round Five Grant Application;
Administration — Public Safety Realignment & Post Release Community Supervision for Fiscal
Year 2024-2025 Plan, the 2025 Legislative Platform adoption, and Appointment to the Library
Board of Trustees.

VIII. CLOSED SESSION
¢ Conference with Labor Negotiator: [Govt. Code Section 54957.6]
Negotiators: Kyria Martinez, Carolyn Leist, Che Johnson of Liebert Cassidy Whitmore
*  General Unit - CLOCEA
e Supervisor’s Unit - CLOCEA
*  Blue Collar - SEIU
*  Detention Deputy’s Association
*  Firefighter’s Association
*  Deputy Sheriff’s Association
*  Probation Officer’s Association
*  Prosecutor’s Association
*  Unrepresented Management
¢ Significant exposure to litigation: (1 Case)
[Govt. Code Section 54956.9 (d)(2)(e)(3)]
Receipt of Tort Claim or other written threat of litigation
Notice of Right to Sue: J.G. Boswell claim for damages
¢ Personnel Matter:
[Govt. Code Section 54957]
Public Employee Evaluation — Director of Child Support Services
¢ Personnel Matter:
[Govt. Code Section 54957]
Public Employee Appointment — Assistant County Administrative Officer
¢ Personnel Matter:
[Govt. Code Section 54957]
Public Employee Appointment — Public Works Director
¢ Personnel Matter:
[Govt. Code Section 54957]
Public Employee Appointment - Fire Chief
¢ Significant exposure to litigation: (1 Case)
[Govt. Code Section 54956.9 (d)(2)(e)(2)]
Threat of litigation regarding Kings County Juvenile Center
¢ Deciding to initiate litigation: (1 Case) [Govt. Code Section 54956.9 (d)(4)]

IX. ADJOURNMENT
The regular meetings for Tuesday, February 11, 2025 and February 18, 2025, are canceled due to
Board Members attending the World Ag Expo and the observance of the President’s Day Holiday.
The next regularly scheduled meeting will be held on Tuesday, February 25, 2025, at 9:00 a.m.
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X. 11:00 AM  CALIFORNIA PUBLIC FINANCE AUTHORITY REGULAR MEETING
FUTURE MEETINGS AND EVENTS
February 11 - Regular Meeting Canceled due to World Ag Expo
February 18 - Regular Meeting Canceled due to President’s Day Holiday on February 17, 2025
February 25 9:00 AM Regular Meeting
February 25 1:00 PM Board of Equalization
March 4 - Regular Meeting Canceled - Board Members participating in National Association of
Counties Legislative Conference
March 11 9:00 AM Regular Meeting

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this meeting,
please contact the Board of Supervisors office at (559) 852-2362 by 9:00 a.m. on the Monday prior to this meeting.

Agenda backup information and any public records provided to the Board after the posting of the agenda for this meeting
will be available for public review within 24 hours of receipt of said documents, at the Kings County Board of Supervisors
office, located at 1400 W. Lacey Blvd., Hanford, CA 93230 or at
https://www.countyofkingsca.gov/departments/board-of-supervisors/calendar-agenda-and-action-summary
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FISCAL YEAR 2026 FEDERAL EARMARK PROJECT FUNDING REQUESTS
February 25, 2025

Page S of 5

Armona CSD is pursuing funding to drill a new well to supplement their only active well. Currently, the CSD is
supplying water to the district via a single well, the other two (2) wells are off-line due to arsenic and other
contaminants. The district’s water system is currently supplied by one well with an arsenic treatment plant. The
district’s water system cannot meet maximum day demand (MDD) if the only active well goes out of
service. The district’s other two (2) wells have been designated for emergency use only due to compliance
orders related to water quality caused by high levels of arsenic and other contaminants. These wells are only
allowed to be used for five (5) consecutive days and fifteen (15) total calendar days per year. They have also
reached the end of their useful life. The new well would provide a reliable back-up source of water for the
community whenever Well 3 is out of service.

This project would vastly improve water quality and access for the district. It is critical to allocate funds to
improve water access for Armona residents, bringing quality and reasonable safety standards. Residents rely on
the one operational well, and should it go off-line, they are left with no alternatives. Supporting this project will
ensure continued service for residents, and fundamentally improve the area’s water infrastructure for the better.

The fourth proposed project from Administration, is as follows:
$100,000 — Street Lights for Armona Community Service District

Armona CSD is pursuing funding to purchase and install five (5) new light poles, targeting areas that are
underlit and pose a safety risk for pedestrians and motorists. Studies have consistently shown that street lights
help pedestrians see and be seen by drivers, ultimately reducing the risk of nighttime crashes. A 2022 case study
from the City and Regional Planning Department of Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo illustrated that street light
infrastructure is linked to improved outcomes for communities. By increasing visibility, outcomes include
reduced accidents for motorists and pedestrians, reduction in crime, and allowing for nighttime activity in
communities, such as walking, events, and more. Overall, this project is important to the community, because it
will improve safety and visibly in areas that are currently without lighting infrastructure, creating uniformity of
service and access for the community.

This project would improve the lighting infrastructure in the district. Armona experiences a higher poverty rate
than the nation, further reflecting the genuine need for investment. This project would to supplement under-lit
areas within the area, to promote night-time visibility for vehicles and pedestrians, further improving the safety
of pedestrians and motorists. This project further alleviates the conditions of poverty, by addressing core
disparities, bridging critical lighting gaps that ultimately make the community as a whole safer.

Administration reached out to all department heads and Board of Supervisors and received the four requests
outlined here.















KINGS COUNTY EARMARK REQUEST #2 FY 2026
Department Name: Administration
Name of Project: Armona Park Rehabilitation

Project Justification:

Please provide a concise (4 to 5 sentence) explanation of the project. This should be a summary
of the necessary information about the project in order for the County to “make its case” for
federal funding.

This project would rehabilitate the only available recreational park for Armona: a small,
underserved, unincorporated community in Kings County, with an average income level of about
50% of the national average and 40% of the state average. The current park is not safe for
recreation, having inadequate lighting, uneven grounds and fields, and basketball courts in need
of improvement. It is critical to allocate funds to such an underserved area to have its blighted
park brought up to reasonable safety and recreational standards. Residents on mass commute
out of Armona to access recreation, with those without flexibility and means to leave being left
with no alternatives. Supporting this project will address community desires, long-experienced
inequities, and bring much needed development into the area.

Project Description:
Please provide a detailed description of the project. Key questions to consider and answer:

e Why is there a need for this project and why is it important to the local community?

This project is needed because residents in Armona have no other options for local
recreation, without driving out of town or spending limited disposable income. With an
employment rate of 54%, residents have limited to no means to explore other safe,
reliable options for recreation for their families. By rehabilitating the local park, the young
families and their children will be provided with a safe place for proper recreation which
will help improve physical and mental fitness. Recreation in local communities has been
tied to improved health outcomes and increased life satisfaction. This project is important
because it will have a direct, meaningful difference in quality-of-life outcomes for Armona
families.

e Why is the project a good use of taxpayer funds, what is the federal nexus, and what is
the positive impact for the County?

This project serves as an excellent use of taxpayer funds because it directly serves a
community in crucial need of development and investment. In many communities,
additional land for parks is either too costly or difficult to repurpose. If this project is
selected, it will rehabilitate an existing site, which will create long-term positive impacts



for the County, specifically by improving the quality of life of Armona residents, and
attracting future investments and development into the area. Furthermore, decades of
research affirms that recreation spaces support human health and wellness, with Kings
County ranking worse than the average county in California. The federal nexus is that this
project serves an historically underfunded region of California’s Central Valley, an area of
interest by state and federal partners.

e  Who will the project serve? How many individuals/families would benefit from this
project?

This project will primary serve Armona’s 4,143 residents and 960+ households, primarily
young Hispanic families. Armona residents have long expressed a sincere desire to see
investments in their community, addressing the lack of access for amenities and services.
Furthermore, establishing this space may attract other families from neighboring
communities of Lemoore and Hanford to visit, creating community gathering spaces
through sports and play. Armona as a community is stuck in the middle between Lemoore
and Hanford, isolated in part from Highway 198, and from its lack of development,
furthering its experience as an impoverished, passthrough community. Projects like this
have the opportunity to fundamentally shift the status quo, address chronic inequities,
and overall meet the needs of the community.

e How will the money be spent?

The money will be spent to rehabilitate the park. Specifically, the money will be spent on
upgrading the lighting to LEDs to promote safety and park use. Furthermore, the funds
will provide field grading to ensure that grounds are properly leveled for safe sports
activities, such as baseball, softball, soccer, etc..., and fund upgrades to the existing
basketball courts in significant disrepair. It is critical to allocate funds to such an
underserved area and have its blighted park brought up to reasonable safety and
recreational standards. This request is fundamentally focused on bringing quality enjoyed
by other county peers to Armona residents.

Note: you may provide additional materials (photos, charts, maps, etc.).
Amount of Funding Requested from the Federal Government: $825,000

Federal Appropriations Bill/Account that would Fund this Project (e.g., BILL: Labor-HHS-
Education Appropriations bill, DEPARTMENT: Department of Health and Human Services;
Account: SUB-AGENCY: Resources and Services Administration (HRSA); ACCOUNT: Health
Facilities Construction and Equipment. If you do not know the bill or account, please indicate:
“TBD”



e Potential sources of project funding include the Rural Community Facility Grant.

Total Cost to Complete the Project (Federal AND Non-Federal Funds):

This section is intended to be a budget breakdown and should include the activities for which the
requested funding will be utilized, i.e., what specific elements will be paid for with federal
funding?

If the request includes personnel, please detail the number and types of positions and sources of
funding for the position(s) in future years. If the request is for construction, please specify the
sources of cost estimates and break out local, state, federal, private funding for the full cost of
the project. Please include the amount of any non-federal funding/match (dollar amount
and/or percentage) and specify if this funding has been secured.

Has the project previously received any federal, state, or private funding, including federal
discretionary grants and/or formula funding? If yes, how much, from what source, and when?

e No, this project has not previously received any federal, state, or private funding. This
request derives from community engagement and understanding of local needs.

If a local match is required, what is the amount and source of the match?

e N/A; however, should a match be required, sources of funding could then be identified
and considered.

Can the County Obligate all Requested Funding Within 12 Months of Receipt?:

o Yes.

List of Stakeholder Groups and/or Elected Officials who Support the Project:

e Kings County Board of Supervisors, Armona Community Services District

Estimated Project Start Date:

e Six months after receipt of funding.

Estimated Project Completion Date:

e Six months from the Project Start Date.

Current Developmental Status of the Project:
(e.g., has the project cleared environmental review, etc.)

e This project is currently in the planning stages.



KINGS COUNTY EARMARK REQUEST #3 FY 2026
Department Name: Administration
Name of Project: Wells for Armona Community Service District (CSD)

Project Justification:

Please provide a concise (4 to 5 sentence) explanation of the project. This should be a summary
of the necessary information about the project in order for the County to “make its case” for
federal funding.

This project would vastly improve water quality and access for the Armona Community Service
District (CSD): a disadvantaged, underserved, unincorporated community in Kings County. The
district currently only has one active water well, with the other two being off-line due to
dangerous contaminants. It is critical to allocate funds to improve water access for Armona
residents, bringing quality and reasonable safety standards. Residents rely on the one
operational well, and should it go off-line, they are left with no alternatives. Supporting this
project will ensure continued service for residents, and fundamentally improve the area’s water
infrastructure for the better.

Project Description:
Please provide a detailed description of the project. Key questions to consider and answer:

e Why is there a need for this project and why is it important to the local community?

Armona CSD is pursuing funding to drill a new well to supplement their only active well.
Currently, the CSD is supplying water to the district via a single well, the other two (2)
wells are off-line due to arsenic and other contaminants. The district’s water system is
currently supplied by one well with an arsenic treatment plant. The district’s water
system cannot meet maximum day demand (MDD) if the only active well goes out of
service. The district’s other two (2) wells have been designated for emergency use only
due to compliance orders related to water quality caused by high levels of arsenic and
other contaminants. These wells are only allowed to be used for five (5) consecutive
days and fifteen (15) total calendar days per year. They have also reached the end of
their useful life. The new well would provide a reliable back-up source of water for the
community whenever Well 3 is out of service.



Why is the project a good use of taxpayer funds, what is the federal nexus, and what is
the positive impact for the County?

This project is a good use of taxpayer funds because it provides urgently needed
infrastructure improvements to one of the County’s most under-resourced areas. The
district currently relies on a single active source of water, Well 3, to meet the demands of
the system. A new well would provide a reliable back-up source of water whenever Well
3 is out of service. The proposed location of the new well would make use of the existing
treatment plant at the nearby Well 3 site, saving the high cost of installing a new water
treatment plant. The district also already owns the property that the new well would be
located on saving the time and cost associated with property acquisition. The federal
nexus is this project’s connection to providing safe drinking water and serving rural
communities. The positive impact for the County is that ensures continued water access
for Armona, which is in jeopardy of collapse.

Who will the project serve? How many individuals/families would benefit from this
project?

The project would serve the entire disadvantaged community of Armona that is served
by the Armona CSD water system. The district’s water system presently serves
approximately 4,143 people across 1,255 service connections including 1,226 residential
and 29 commercial/industrial including 2 schools. Armona benefits from this project
because it will meet an urgent need the community is facing. Once a new well
operational, the district would then be able conduct the necessary maintenance to the
district’s only operational well, without delaying or discontinuing service to residents,
schools, and businesses, that rely on the district’s water system.

How will the money be spent?

The money will be spent to support the design and construction of a new well. Specifically,
the funds will support the drilling of a new well, as well as provide for site improvements.
Furthermore, the money will be used to make connections to the existing well, to ensure
effective service delivery and sufficient supply.

Note: you may provide additional materials (photos, charts, maps, etc.).

Amount of Funding Requested from the Federal Government: $5,007,000

Well Drilling: $2,130,000

Well Site Improvements: $1,651,000

Well 4 to Well 3 Raw Water Main: $653,000
Well 3 to Well 4 Water Main: $573,000



Federal Appropriations Bill/Account that would Fund this Project (e.g., BILL: Labor-HHS-
Education Appropriations bill, DEPARTMENT: Department of Health and Human Services;
Account: SUB-AGENCY: Resources and Services Administration (HRSA); ACCOUNT: Health
Facilities Construction and Equipment. If you do not know the bill or account, please indicate:
“TBD”

e Potential sources of project funding include the Rural Community Facility Grant.

Total Cost to Complete the Project (Federal AND Non-Federal Funds):

This section is intended to be a budget breakdown and should include the activities for which the
requested funding will be utilized, i.e., what specific elements will be paid for with federal
funding?

If the request includes personnel, please detail the number and types of positions and sources of
funding for the position(s) in future years. If the request is for construction, please specify the
sources of cost estimates and break out local, state, federal, private funding for the full cost of
the project. Please include the amount of any non-federal funding/match (dollar amount
and/or percentage) and specify if this funding has been secured.

Has the project previously received any federal, state, or private funding, including federal
discretionary grants and/or formula funding? If yes, how much, from what source, and when?

e No, this project has not previously received any federal, state, or private funding. This
request derives from community engagement and understanding of local needs.

If a local match is required, what is the amount and source of the match?

e N/A; however, should a match be required, sources of funding could then be identified
and considered.

Can the County Obligate all Requested Funding Within 12 Months of Receipt?:

o Yes.

List of Stakeholder Groups and/or Elected Officials who Support the Project:

e Kings County Board of Supervisors, Armona Community Services District

Estimated Project Start Date:

e Environmental and Design would start as soon as funding is available and take about 12
months. Construction would start approximately 2 months after completion of design to
allow time for bidding and award. Construction is expected to last about 18 months.



Estimated Project Completion Date:

e Assuming a start date of April 1, 2025, construction would be complete by October 1,
2027.

Current Developmental Status of the Project:
(e.g., has the project cleared environmental review, etc.)

e Project planning is complete and the District has acquired the property for the well
site. The District is ready to begin environmental review and design.



KINGS COUNTY EARMARK REQUEST #4 FY 2026
Department Name: Administration
Name of Project: Street Lights for Armona Community Service District (CSD)

Project Justification:

Please provide a concise (4 to 5 sentence) explanation of the project. This should be a summary
of the necessary information about the project in order for the County to “make its case” for
federal funding.

This project would improve the lighting infrastructure in the Armona Community Service
District (CSD): a disadvantaged, underserved, unincorporated community in Kings County.
Armona experiences a higher poverty rate than the nation, further reflecting the genuine need
for investment. This project would provide five (5) additional street lights and poles to
supplement under-lit areas within the area, to promote night-time visibility for vehicles and
pedestrians, further improving the safety of pedestrians and motorists. This project further
alleviates the conditions of poverty, by addressing core disparities, bridging critical lighting gaps
that ultimately make the community as a whole safer.

Project Description:
Please provide a detailed description of the project. Key questions to consider and answer:

e Why is there a need for this project and why is it important to the local community?

Armona CSD is pursuing funding to purchase and install five (5) new light poles,
targeting areas that are underlit and pose a safety risk for pedestrians and motorists.
Studies have consistently shown that street lights help pedestrians see and be seen by
drivers, ultimately reducing the risk of nighttime crashes. A 2022 case study from the
City and Regional Planning Department of Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo illustrated that
street light infrastructure is linked to improved outcomes for communities. By
increasing visibility, outcomes include reduced accidents for motorists and pedestrians,
reduction in crime, and allowing for nighttime activity in communities, such as walking,
events, and more. Overall, this project is important to the community, because it will
improve safety and visibly in areas that are currently without lighting infrastructure,
creating uniformity of service and access for the community.

e Why is the project a good use of taxpayer funds, what is the federal nexus, and what is
the positive impact for the County?

This project is a good use of taxpayer funds because it provides a critical component of
communities and residents rely on. The federal nexus is this project’s connection to
serving rural, underserved communities. The positive impact for the County is that this



project will improve the quality of life of Armona residents, increase safety for County
travelers, and overall improve public safety outcomes. Though the cost is marginal,
securing funding in the Armona CSD is largely unattainable without the support of
government and community partners.

e  Who will the project serve? How many individuals/families would benefit from this
project?

The project would serve Armona’s population of 4,143 people, 960+ households, and
1,133 housing units. The installation of these lights have direct importance to the
families living in Armona, and those to come, as improved visibility ultimately results in
safer streets. The long-term benefits will be experienced by both the residents, as well
as support those who are traveling. 14% of Armona’s population live below the poverty
line, a number that is higher than the national average of 11.1%. This is notable and
directly tied to this project, because the outcomes of this project also help alleviate the
conditions of poverty experienced by under-resourced communities such as Armona.
Specifically, this projects helps bring the community as a whole to a more uniform
standard of lighting, by prioritizing installation in parts of the community currently
without lighting.

e How will the money be spent?

The money will be spent to purchase lights and poles and the installation of five (5) new
street lights for the community of Armona.

Note: you may provide additional materials (photos, charts, maps, etc.).

Amount of Funding Requested from the Federal Government: $100,000

e [tisanticipated that each light and installation cost would be $20,000, for five light poles,
a total cost of $100,000.

Federal Appropriations Bill/Account that would Fund this Project (e.g., BILL: Labor-HHS-
Education Appropriations bill, DEPARTMENT: Department of Health and Human Services;
Account: SUB-AGENCY: Resources and Services Administration (HRSA); ACCOUNT: Health
Facilities Construction and Equipment. If you do not know the bill or account, please indicate:
“TBD”

e Potential sources of project funding include the Rural Community Facility Grant.

Total Cost to Complete the Project (Federal AND Non-Federal Funds):



This section is intended to be a budget breakdown and should include the activities for which the
requested funding will be utilized, i.e., what specific elements will be paid for with federal
funding?

If the request includes personnel, please detail the number and types of positions and sources of
funding for the position(s) in future years. If the request is for construction, please specify the
sources of cost estimates and break out local, state, federal, private funding for the full cost of
the project. Please include the amount of any non-federal funding/match (dollar amount
and/or percentage) and specify if this funding has been secured.

Has the project previously received any federal, state, or private funding, including federal
discretionary grants and/or formula funding? If yes, how much, from what source, and when?

e No, this project has not previously received any federal, state, or private funding. This
request derives from community engagement and understanding of local needs.

If a local match is required, what is the amount and source of the match?

e N/A; however, should a match be required, sources of funding could then be identified
and considered.

Can the County Obligate all Requested Funding Within 12 Months of Receipt?:

o Yes.

List of Stakeholder Groups and/or Elected Officials who Support the Project:

e Kings County Board of Supervisors, Armona Community Services District

Estimated Project Start Date:

e Within 1 month of receipt of funds.

Estimated Project Completion Date:

e Within 12- 24 months, dependent on receipt of the lights and poles.

Current Developmental Status of the Project:
(e.g., has the project cleared environmental review, etc.)

e This project is currently in the planning stages; however, areas have been identified for
where the street lights will be installed. Furthermore, cost estimates for the procurement
and installation of the lights and poles have been completed.



JOE NEVES - DISTRICT 1

COUNTY OF KINGS
RICHARD VALLE — DISTRICT 2

AVENAL, CORCORAN, HOME GARDEN

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

DOUG VERBOON - DISTRICT 3
NORTH HANFORD, ISLAND DISTRICT

4NORTH LEMOORE MAILING ADDRESS: KINGS COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER, HANFORD, CA 93230

RUSTY ROBINSON - DISTRICT 4 OFFICES AT: 1400 W. LACEY BLVD., ADMINISTRATION BUILDING # 1, HANFORD
ARMONA & HANFORD

(559) 852-2362
ROBERT THAYER - DISTRICT 5 Web Site: https://www.countyofkingsca.gov/

HANFORD & BURRIS PARK

February 25, 2025

The Honorable Vince Fong

U.S. House of Representatives
243 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Re: Kings County Community Project Funding Request — Armona Park Revitalization Project
Dear Congressman Fong:

On behalf of the Kings County Board of Supervisors, | am writing to respectfully request your support in securing
$825,000 in Fiscal Year 2026 Community Project Funding for the Armona Park Revitalization Project. This funding will
be utilized to rehabilitate and revitalize a public park in Armona, a small, low-income community within Kings County.

Parks play a vital role in fostering strong, healthy, and vibrant communities. Research consistently demonstrates that
access to well-maintained parks encourages physical activity, reduces stress, and promotes mental well-being. Parks
also contribute to improved quality of life by fostering social connections and providing accessible recreational
opportunities for individuals of all ages. Beyond these direct benefits, public parks positively impact property values,
attract new businesses, and serve as a catalyst for broader economic development.

The Armona Park Revitalization Project will enhance the park's infrastructure to create a safe, engaging, and inclusive
environment for residents. Planned improvements include upgraded playground equipment, renovated sports
facilities, enhanced picnic and seating areas, and improved lighting and pathways to ensure safety and accessibility.
These enhancements will provide a welcoming space for families, youth, and seniors to engage in outdoor activities,
build positive relationships, and support physical and mental health.

Additionally, the revitalized park will serve as a hub for community events, educational programs, and recreational
activities. By investing in this project, we aim to address the socio-emotional needs of our residents by encouraging
healthy lifestyles and fostering a sense of pride and community ownership.

We deeply appreciate your consideration of this request and your ongoing commitment to supporting the well-being
of Kings County residents. Should you require any additional information or have any questions, please contact Hasan
Sarsour, Kings County Federal Representative, at 202-898-1444, or at hs@paragonlobbying.com.

Sincerely,

Doug Verboon, Chairman
Kings County Board of Supervisors


https://www.countyofkingsca.gov/
mailto:hs@paragonlobbying.com
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February 25, 2025

The Honorable Vince Fong

U.S. House of Representatives
243 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Re: Kings County Community Project Funding Request — Armona Street Lights Project
Dear Congressman Fong:

On behalf of the Kings County Board of Supervisors, | write to respectfully request your support in securing $100,000
in Fiscal Year 2026 Community Project Funding for the Armona Street Lights Project. This investment represents a
critical opportunity to address longstanding infrastructure gaps in Armona, an underserved and unincorporated
community in Kings County. By providing much-needed street lighting, this project will improve public safety, enhance
community well-being, and directly address disparities in essential services.

Armona, home to over 4,300 residents and 1,000 households, faces disproportionate challenges as a rural,
disadvantaged community, with a poverty rate that exceeds the national average. Despite these challenges, the
community has been resilient and proactive, identifying underlit areas that pose serious safety risks for pedestrians
and motorists. Improved street lighting is more than an infrastructure upgrade — it is a public safety necessity.
Research shows that well-lit streets reduce nighttime collisions, deter crime, and promote a safer, more vibrant
community.

It should be noted that this request stems from extensive community engagement and direct input from local leaders,
reflecting an urgent, locally driven priority. The project is fully planned and shovel-ready, with identified locations for
the lights and detailed cost estimates already completed. The need is well-documented, and the benefits are clear. In
addition to the positive safety outcomes, the project will help address disparities in infrastructure access for an
underserved rural community, further alleviating conditions of poverty.

Thank you for your leadership and support of rural California communities. Should you require any additional
information or have any questions, please contact Hasan Sarsour, Kings County Federal Representative, at 202-898-
1444, or at hs@paragonlobbying.com.

Sincerely,

Doug Verboon, Chairman
Kings County Board of Supervisors


https://www.countyofkingsca.gov/
mailto:hs@paragonlobbying.com

JOE NEVES - DISTRICT 1

COUNTY OF KINGS
RICHARD VALLE — DISTRICT 2

AVENAL, CORCORAN, HOME GARDEN

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

DOUG VERBOON - DISTRICT 3
NORTH HANFORD, ISLAND DISTRICT

4NORTH LEMOORE MAILING ADDRESS: KINGS COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER, HANFORD, CA 93230

RUSTY ROBINSON - DISTRICT 4 OFFICES AT: 1400 W. LACEY BLVD., ADMINISTRATION BUILDING # 1, HANFORD
ARMONA & HANFORD

(559) 852-2362
ROBERT THAYER - DISTRICT 5 Web Site: https://www.countyofkingsca.gov/

HANFORD & BURRIS PARK

February 25, 2025

The Honorable Vince Fong

U.S. House of Representatives
243 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Re: Kings County Community Project Funding Request — Armona Water Supply Reliability Project
Dear Congressman Fong:

On behalf of the Kings County Board of Supervisors, | write to respectfully request your support in securing Fiscal
Year 2026 Community Project Funding for the Armona Water Supply Reliability Project. This critical investment is
essential to addressing an urgent public health and infrastructure crisis in Armona, an underserved and
unincorporated community in Kings County, by ensuring reliable access to safe drinking water.

The residents of Armona currently face a severe and precarious water supply issue. At present, the entire
community is dependent on a single operational well for its water supply. The two other existing wells are offline
due to arsenic contamination, rendering them unusable except under emergency orders. If the sole functioning well
fails, there is no alternative source of water, jeopardizing the well-being of families, students, and local businesses.
Such a failure would have catastrophic consequences, depriving residents of safe drinking water and disrupting
essential services.

The Armona Water Supply Reliability Project proposes to address this critical vulnerability by funding the design and
construction of a new well. This new well is essential not only to meet the community’s daily water needs but also
to serve as a reliable backup water source in the event the current operational well requires repairs, maintenance,
or experiences unexpected outages. Beyond providing redundancy, the new well will also help improve water
guality and system reliability. Additionally, this project will enhance the resilience of Armona’s water system,
protecting the community from a potential water crisis and enabling the Armona Community Services District to
conduct necessary maintenance on the existing well without service interruptions.

We are deeply grateful for your leadership and your unwavering commitment to addressing critical infrastructure
needs in rural California. Should you require any additional information or have any questions, please contact Hasan
Sarsour, Kings County Federal Representative, at 202-898-1444, or at hs@paragonlobbying.com.

Sincerely,

Doug Verboon, Chairman
Kings County Board of Supervisors


https://www.countyofkingsca.gov/
mailto:hs@paragonlobbying.com
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February 25, 2025

The Honorable Vince Fong

U.S. House of Representatives
243 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Re: Kings County Community Project Funding Request — Kings County Fire and Emergency Operations
Headquarters

Dear Congressman Fong:

On behalf of the Kings County Board of Supervisors, | am writing to respectfully request your support in securing
Fiscal Year 2026 Community Project Funding for the development of a new Kings County Fire and Emergency
Operations Services (OES) headquarters.

The current fire and OES headquarters, which is over 50 years old, is rapidly deteriorating and no longer meets the
operational demands of our emergency response services. Furthermore, the facility is plagued by chronic
infrastructure issues, including persistent HVAC malfunctions, plumbing failures, and inadequate space to
accommodate critical functions. In fact, the OES division currently operates out of a portable office due to the site's
deteriorating conditions and space constraints. Without a modernized headquarters, the County's ability to respond
to emergencies and protect its residents will remain significantly compromised.

Federal funding for this project would contribute toward the construction of a new facility designed to meet the
County's growing emergency response needs. The new headquarters will include a state-of-the-art Emergency
Operations Center, a centralized dispatch center to streamline communication and eliminate redundancies, and
modern administrative offices to support our 92 full-time employees. These improvements will significantly
enhance the County's emergency preparedness, response, and recovery capabilities. In addition to bolstering
emergency response operations, the new facility will include dedicated community meeting spaces and conference
rooms to facilitate public communication during emergencies. These spaces will serve as hubs for community
engagement, fostering stronger relationships between first responders and residents and promoting a culture of
preparedness and resilience.

We deeply appreciate your consideration of this request and your ongoing commitment to supporting the well-
being of Kings County residents. Should you require any additional information or have any questions, please
contact Hasan Sarsour, Kings County Federal Representative, at 202-898-1444, or at hs@paragonlobbying.com.

Sincerely,

Doug Verboon, Chairman
Kings County Board of Supervisors
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February 25, 2025

The Honorable David Valadao

U.S. House of Representatives

2465 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Re: Kings County Community Project Funding Request — Armona Park Revitalization Project
Dear Congressman Valadao:

On behalf of the Kings County Board of Supervisors, | am writing to respectfully request your support in securing
$825,000 in Fiscal Year 2026 Community Project Funding for the Armona Park Revitalization Project. This funding will
be utilized to rehabilitate and revitalize a public park in Armona, a small, low-income community within Kings County.

Parks play a vital role in fostering strong, healthy, and vibrant communities. Research consistently demonstrates that
access to well-maintained parks encourages physical activity, reduces stress, and promotes mental well-being. Parks
also contribute to improved quality of life by fostering social connections and providing accessible recreational
opportunities for individuals of all ages. Beyond these direct benefits, public parks positively impact property values,
attract new businesses, and serve as a catalyst for broader economic development.

The Armona Park Revitalization Project will enhance the park's infrastructure to create a safe, engaging, and inclusive
environment for residents. Planned improvements include upgraded playground equipment, renovated sports
facilities, enhanced picnic and seating areas, and improved lighting and pathways to ensure safety and accessibility.
These enhancements will provide a welcoming space for families, youth, and seniors to engage in outdoor activities,
build positive relationships, and support physical and mental health.

Additionally, the revitalized park will serve as a hub for community events, educational programs, and recreational
activities. By investing in this project, we aim to address the socio-emotional needs of our residents by encouraging
healthy lifestyles and fostering a sense of pride and community ownership.

We deeply appreciate your consideration of this request and your ongoing commitment to supporting the well-being
of Kings County residents. Should you require any additional information or have any questions, please contact Hasan
Sarsour, Kings County Federal Representative, at 202-898-1444, or at hs@paragonlobbying.com.

Sincerely,

Doug Verboon, Chairman
Kings County Board of Supervisors
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February 25, 2025

The Honorable David Valadao

U.S. House of Representatives

2465 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Re: Kings County Community Project Funding Request — Armona Water Supply Reliability Project
Dear Congressman Valadao:

On behalf of the Kings County Board of Supervisors, | write to respectfully request your support in securing Fiscal Year
2026 Community Project Funding for the Armona Water Supply Reliability Project. This critical investment is essential
to addressing an urgent public health and infrastructure crisis in Armona, an underserved and unincorporated
community in Kings County, by ensuring reliable access to safe drinking water.

The residents of Armona currently face a severe and precarious water supply issue. At present, the entire community
is dependent on a single operational well for its water supply. The two other existing wells are offline due to arsenic
contamination, rendering them unusable except under emergency orders. If the sole functioning well fails, there is no
alternative source of water, jeopardizing the well-being of families, students, and local businesses. Such a failure
would have catastrophic consequences, depriving residents of safe drinking water and disrupting essential services.

The Armona Water Supply Reliability Project proposes to address this critical vulnerability by funding the design and
construction of a new well. This new well is essential not only to meet the community’s daily water needs but also to
serve as a reliable backup water source in the event the current operational well requires repairs, maintenance, or
experiences unexpected outages. Beyond providing redundancy, the new well will also help improve water quality
and system reliability. Additionally, this project will enhance the resilience of Armona’s water system, protecting the
community from a potential water crisis and enabling the Armona Community Services District to conduct necessary
maintenance on the existing well without service interruptions.

We are deeply grateful for your leadership and your unwavering commitment to addressing critical infrastructure
needs in rural California. Should you require any additional information or have any questions, please contact Hasan
Sarsour, Kings County Federal Representative, at 202-898-1444, or at hs@paragonlobbying.com.

Sincerely,

Doug Verboon, Chairman
Kings County Board of Supervisors
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February 25, 2025

The Honorable David Valadao

U.S. House of Representatives

2465 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Re: Kings County Community Project Funding Request — Kings County Fire and Emergency Operations
Headquarters

Dear Congressman Valadao:

On behalf of the Kings County Board of Supervisors, | am writing to respectfully request your support in securing
Fiscal Year 2026 Community Project Funding for the development of a new Kings County Fire and Emergency
Operations Services (OES) headquarters.

The current fire and OES headquarters, which is over 50 years old, is rapidly deteriorating and no longer meets the
operational demands of our emergency response services. Furthermore, the facility is plagued by chronic
infrastructure issues, including persistent HVAC malfunctions, plumbing failures, and inadequate space to
accommodate critical functions. In fact, the OES division currently operates out of a portable office due to the site's
deteriorating conditions and space constraints. Without a modernized headquarters, the County's ability to respond
to emergencies and protect its residents will remain significantly compromised.

Federal funding for this project would contribute toward the construction of a new facility designed to meet the
County's growing emergency response needs. The new headquarters will include a state-of-the-art Emergency
Operations Center, a centralized dispatch center to streamline communication and eliminate redundancies, and
modern administrative offices to support our 92 full-time employees. These improvements will significantly
enhance the County's emergency preparedness, response, and recovery capabilities. In addition to bolstering
emergency response operations, the new facility will include dedicated community meeting spaces and conference
rooms to facilitate public communication during emergencies. These spaces will serve as hubs for community
engagement, fostering stronger relationships between first responders and residents and promoting a culture of
preparedness and resilience.

We deeply appreciate your consideration of this request and your ongoing commitment to supporting the well-
being of Kings County residents. Should you require any additional information or have any questions, please
contact Hasan Sarsour, Kings County Federal Representative, at 202-898-1444, or at hs@paragonlobbying.com.

Sincerely,

Doug Verboon, Chairman
Kings County Board of Supervisors
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HANFORD & BURRIS PARK

February 25, 2025

The Honorable David Valadao

U.S. House of Representatives

2465 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Re: Kings County Community Project Funding Request — Armona Street Lights Project
Dear Congressman Valadao:

On behalf of the Kings County Board of Supervisors, | write to respectfully request your support in securing
$100,000 in Fiscal Year 2026 Community Project Funding for the Armona Street Lights Project. This investment
represents a critical opportunity to address longstanding infrastructure gaps in Armona, an underserved and
unincorporated community in Kings County. By providing much-needed street lighting, this project will improve
public safety, enhance community well-being, and directly address disparities in essential services.

Armona, home to over 4,300 residents and 1,000 households, faces disproportionate challenges as a rural,
disadvantaged community, with a poverty rate that exceeds the national average. Despite these challenges, the
community has been resilient and proactive, identifying underlit areas that pose serious safety risks for pedestrians
and motorists. Improved street lighting is more than an infrastructure upgrade — it is a public safety necessity.
Research shows that well-lit streets reduce nighttime collisions, deter crime, and promote a safer, more vibrant
community.

It should be noted that this request stems from extensive community engagement and direct input from local
leaders, reflecting an urgent, locally driven priority. The project is fully planned and shovel-ready, with identified
locations for the lights and detailed cost estimates already completed. The need is well-documented, and the
benefits are clear. In addition to the positive safety outcomes, the project will help address disparities in
infrastructure access for an underserved rural community, further alleviating conditions of poverty.

Thank you for your leadership and support of rural California communities. Should you require any additional
information or have any questions, please contact Hasan Sarsour, Kings County Federal Representative, at 202-898-
1444, or at hs@paragonlobbying.com.

Sincerely,

Doug Verboon, Chairman
Kings County Board of Supervisors
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HANFORD & BURRIS PARK

February 25, 2025

The Honorable Alex Padilla
United States Senate

331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Re: Kings County Community Project Funding Request — Armona Park Revitalization Project
Dear Senator Padilla:

On behalf of the Kings County Board of Supervisors, | am writing to respectfully request your support in securing
$825,000 in Fiscal Year 2026 Community Project Funding for the Armona Park Revitalization Project. This funding will
be utilized to rehabilitate and revitalize a public park in Armona, a small, low-income community within Kings County.

Parks play a vital role in fostering strong, healthy, and vibrant communities. Research consistently demonstrates that
access to well-maintained parks encourages physical activity, reduces stress, and promotes mental well-being. Parks
also contribute to improved quality of life by fostering social connections and providing accessible recreational
opportunities for individuals of all ages. Beyond these direct benefits, public parks positively impact property values,
attract new businesses, and serve as a catalyst for broader economic development.

The Armona Park Revitalization Project will enhance the park's infrastructure to create a safe, engaging, and inclusive
environment for residents. Planned improvements include upgraded playground equipment, renovated sports
facilities, enhanced picnic and seating areas, and improved lighting and pathways to ensure safety and accessibility.
These enhancements will provide a welcoming space for families, youth, and seniors to engage in outdoor activities,
build positive relationships, and support physical and mental health.

Additionally, the revitalized park will serve as a hub for community events, educational programs, and recreational
activities. By investing in this project, we aim to address the socio-emotional needs of our residents by encouraging
healthy lifestyles and fostering a sense of pride and community ownership.

We deeply appreciate your consideration of this request and your ongoing commitment to supporting the well-being
of Kings County residents. Should you require any additional information or have any questions, please contact Hasan
Sarsour, Kings County Federal Representative, at 202-898-1444, or at hs@paragonlobbying.com.

Sincerely,

Doug Verboon, Chairman
Kings County Board of Supervisors
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HANFORD & BURRIS PARK

February 25, 2025

The Honorable Alex Padilla
United States Senate

331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Re: Kings County Community Project Funding Request — Armona Street Lights Project
Dear Senator Padilla:

On behalf of the Kings County Board of Supervisors, | write to respectfully request your support in securing
$100,000 in Fiscal Year 2026 Community Project Funding for the Armona Street Lights Project. This investment
represents a critical opportunity to address longstanding infrastructure gaps in Armona, an underserved and
unincorporated community in Kings County. By providing much-needed street lighting, this project will improve
public safety, enhance community well-being, and directly address disparities in essential services.

Armona, home to over 4,300 residents and 1,000 households, faces disproportionate challenges as a rural,
disadvantaged community, with a poverty rate that exceeds the national average. Despite these challenges, the
community has been resilient and proactive, identifying underlit areas that pose serious safety risks for pedestrians
and motorists. Improved street lighting is more than an infrastructure upgrade — it is a public safety necessity.
Research shows that well-lit streets reduce nighttime collisions, deter crime, and promote a safer, more vibrant
community.

It should be noted that this request stems from extensive community engagement and direct input from local
leaders, reflecting an urgent, locally driven priority. The project is fully planned and shovel-ready, with identified
locations for the lights and detailed cost estimates already completed. The need is well-documented, and the
benefits are clear. In addition to the positive safety outcomes, the project will help address disparities in
infrastructure access for an underserved rural community, further alleviating conditions of poverty.

Thank you for your leadership and support of rural California communities. Should you require any additional
information or have any questions, please contact Hasan Sarsour, Kings County Federal Representative, at 202-898-
1444, or at hs@paragonlobbying.com.

Sincerely,

Doug Verboon, Chairman
Kings County Board of Supervisors
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February 25, 2025

The Honorable Alex Padilla
United States Senate

331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Re: Kings County Community Project Funding Request — Armona Water Supply Reliability Project
Dear Senator Padilla:

On behalf of the Kings County Board of Supervisors, | write to respectfully request your support in securing Fiscal
Year 2026 Community Project Funding for the Armona Water Supply Reliability Project. This critical investment is
essential to addressing an urgent public health and infrastructure crisis in Armona, an underserved and
unincorporated community in Kings County, by ensuring reliable access to safe drinking water.

The residents of Armona currently face a severe and precarious water supply issue. At present, the entire
community is dependent on a single operational well for its water supply. The two other existing wells are offline
due to arsenic contamination, rendering them unusable except under emergency orders. If the sole functioning well
fails, there is no alternative source of water, jeopardizing the well-being of families, students, and local businesses.
Such a failure would have catastrophic consequences, depriving residents of safe drinking water and disrupting
essential services.

The Armona Water Supply Reliability Project proposes to address this critical vulnerability by funding the design and
construction of a new well. This new well is essential not only to meet the community’s daily water needs but also
to serve as a reliable backup water source in the event the current operational well requires repairs, maintenance,
or experiences unexpected outages. Beyond providing redundancy, the new well will also help improve water
guality and system reliability. Additionally, this project will enhance the resilience of Armona’s water system,
protecting the community from a potential water crisis and enabling the Armona Community Services District to
conduct necessary maintenance on the existing well without service interruptions.

We are deeply grateful for your leadership and your unwavering commitment to addressing critical infrastructure
needs in rural California. Should you require any additional information or have any questions, please contact Hasan
Sarsour, Kings County Federal Representative, at 202-898-1444, or at hs@paragonlobbying.com.

Sincerely,

Doug Verboon, Chairman
Kings County Board of Supervisors
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HANFORD & BURRIS PARK

February 25, 2025

The Honorable Alex Padilla
United States Senate

331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Re: Kings County Community Project Funding Request — Kings County Fire and Emergency Operations
Headquarters

Dear Senator Padilla:

On behalf of the Kings County Board of Supervisors, | am writing to respectfully request your support in securing
Fiscal Year 2026 Community Project Funding for the development of a new Kings County Fire and Emergency
Operations Services (OES) headquarters.

The current fire and OES headquarters, which is over 50 years old, is rapidly deteriorating and no longer meets the
operational demands of our emergency response services. Furthermore, the facility is plagued by chronic
infrastructure issues, including persistent HVAC malfunctions, plumbing failures, and inadequate space to
accommodate critical functions. In fact, the OES division currently operates out of a portable office due to the site's
deteriorating conditions and space constraints. Without a modernized headquarters, the County's ability to respond
to emergencies and protect its residents will remain significantly compromised.

Federal funding for this project would contribute toward the construction of a new facility designed to meet the
County's growing emergency response needs. The new headquarters will include a state-of-the-art Emergency
Operations Center, a centralized dispatch center to streamline communication and eliminate redundancies, and
modern administrative offices to support our 92 full-time employees. These improvements will significantly
enhance the County's emergency preparedness, response, and recovery capabilities. In addition to bolstering
emergency response operations, the new facility will include dedicated community meeting spaces and conference
rooms to facilitate public communication during emergencies. These spaces will serve as hubs for community
engagement, fostering stronger relationships between first responders and residents and promoting a culture of
preparedness and resilience.

We deeply appreciate your consideration of this request and your ongoing commitment to supporting the well-
being of Kings County residents. Should you require any additional information or have any questions, please
contact Hasan Sarsour, Kings County Federal Representative, at 202-898-1444, or at hs@paragonlobbying.com.

Sincerely,

Doug Verboon, Chairman
Kings County Board of Supervisors
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February 25, 2025

The Honorable Adam Schiff
United States Senate

112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Re: Kings County Community Project Funding Request — Armona Park Revitalization Project
Dear Senator Schiff:

On behalf of the Kings County Board of Supervisors, | am writing to respectfully request your support in securing
$825,000 in Fiscal Year 2026 Community Project Funding for the Armona Park Revitalization Project. This funding
will be utilized to rehabilitate and revitalize a public park in Armona, a small, low-income community within Kings
County.

Parks play a vital role in fostering strong, healthy, and vibrant communities. Research consistently demonstrates
that access to well-maintained parks encourages physical activity, reduces stress, and promotes mental well-being.
Parks also contribute to improved quality of life by fostering social connections and providing accessible
recreational opportunities for individuals of all ages. Beyond these direct benefits, public parks positively impact
property values, attract new businesses, and serve as a catalyst for broader economic development.

The Armona Park Revitalization Project will enhance the park's infrastructure to create a safe, engaging, and
inclusive environment for residents. Planned improvements include upgraded playground equipment, renovated
sports facilities, enhanced picnic and seating areas, and improved lighting and pathways to ensure safety and
accessibility. These enhancements will provide a welcoming space for families, youth, and seniors to engage in
outdoor activities, build positive relationships, and support physical and mental health.

Additionally, the revitalized park will serve as a hub for community events, educational programs, and recreational
activities. By investing in this project, we aim to address the socio-emotional needs of our residents by encouraging
healthy lifestyles and fostering a sense of pride and community ownership.

We deeply appreciate your consideration of this request and your ongoing commitment to supporting the well-
being of Kings County residents. Should you require any additional information or have any questions, please
contact Hasan Sarsour, Kings County Federal Representative, at 202-898-1444, or at hs@paragonlobbying.com.

Sincerely,

Doug Verboon, Chairman
Kings County Board of Supervisors
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February 25, 2025

The Honorable Adam Schiff
United States Senate

112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Re: Kings County Community Project Funding Request — Armona Street Lights Project
Dear Senator Schiff:

On behalf of the Kings County Board of Supervisors, | write to respectfully request your support in securing
$100,000 in Fiscal Year 2026 Community Project Funding for the Armona Street Lights Project. This investment
represents a critical opportunity to address longstanding infrastructure gaps in Armona, an underserved and
unincorporated community in Kings County. By providing much-needed street lighting, this project will improve
public safety, enhance community well-being, and directly address disparities in essential services.

Armona, home to over 4,300 residents and 1,000 households, faces disproportionate challenges as a rural,
disadvantaged community, with a poverty rate that exceeds the national average. Despite these challenges, the
community has been resilient and proactive, identifying underlit areas that pose serious safety risks for pedestrians
and motorists. Improved street lighting is more than an infrastructure upgrade — it is a public safety necessity.
Research shows that well-lit streets reduce nighttime collisions, deter crime, and promote a safer, more vibrant
community.

It should be noted that this request stems from extensive community engagement and direct input from local
leaders, reflecting an urgent, locally driven priority. The project is fully planned and shovel-ready, with identified
locations for the lights and detailed cost estimates already completed. The need is well-documented, and the
benefits are clear. In addition to the positive safety outcomes, the project will help address disparities in
infrastructure access for an underserved rural community, further alleviating conditions of poverty.

Thank you for your leadership and support of rural California communities. Should you require any additional
information or have any questions, please contact Hasan Sarsour, Kings County Federal Representative, at 202-898-
1444, or at hs@paragonlobbying.com.

Sincerely,

Doug Verboon, Chairman
Kings County Board of Supervisors
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February 25, 2025

The Honorable Adam Schiff
United States Senate

112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Re: Kings County Community Project Funding Request — Armona Water Supply Reliability Project
Dear Senator Schiff:

On behalf of the Kings County Board of Supervisors, | write to respectfully request your support in securing Fiscal
Year 2026 Community Project Funding for the Armona Water Supply Reliability Project. This critical investment is
essential to addressing an urgent public health and infrastructure crisis in Armona, an underserved and
unincorporated community in Kings County, by ensuring reliable access to safe drinking water.

The residents of Armona currently face a severe and precarious water supply issue. At present, the entire
community is dependent on a single operational well for its water supply. The two other existing wells are offline
due to arsenic contamination, rendering them unusable except under emergency orders. If the sole functioning well
fails, there is no alternative source of water, jeopardizing the well-being of families, students, and local businesses.
Such a failure would have catastrophic consequences, depriving residents of safe drinking water and disrupting
essential services.

The Armona Water Supply Reliability Project proposes to address this critical vulnerability by funding the design and
construction of a new well. This new well is essential not only to meet the community’s daily water needs but also
to serve as a reliable backup water source in the event the current operational well requires repairs, maintenance,
or experiences unexpected outages. Beyond providing redundancy, the new well will also help improve water
guality and system reliability. Additionally, this project will enhance the resilience of Armona’s water system,
protecting the community from a potential water crisis and enabling the Armona Community Services District to
conduct necessary maintenance on the existing well without service interruptions.

We are deeply grateful for your leadership and your unwavering commitment to addressing critical infrastructure
needs in rural California. Should you require any additional information or have any questions, please contact Hasan
Sarsour, Kings County Federal Representative, at 202-898-1444, or at hs@paragonlobbying.com.

Sincerely,

Doug Verboon, Chairman
Kings County Board of Supervisors


https://www.countyofkingsca.gov/
mailto:hs@paragonlobbying.com
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HANFORD & BURRIS PARK

February 25, 2025

The Honorable Adam Schiff
United States Senate

112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Re: Kings County Community Project Funding Request — Kings County Fire and Emergency Operations Headquarters

Dear Senator Schiff:

On behalf of the Kings County Board of Supervisors, | am writing to respectfully request your support in securing
Fiscal Year 2026 Community Project Funding for the development of a new Kings County Fire and Emergency
Operations Services (OES) headquarters.

The current fire and OES headquarters, which is over 50 years old, is rapidly deteriorating and no longer meets the
operational demands of our emergency response services. Furthermore, the facility is plagued by chronic
infrastructure issues, including persistent HVAC malfunctions, plumbing failures, and inadequate space to
accommodate critical functions. In fact, the OES division currently operates out of a portable office due to the site's
deteriorating conditions and space constraints. Without a modernized headquarters, the County's ability to respond
to emergencies and protect its residents will remain significantly compromised.

Federal funding for this project would contribute toward the construction of a new facility designed to meet the
County's growing emergency response needs. The new headquarters will include a state-of-the-art Emergency
Operations Center, a centralized dispatch center to streamline communication and eliminate redundancies, and
modern administrative offices to support our 92 full-time employees. These improvements will significantly enhance
the County's emergency preparedness, response, and recovery capabilities. In addition to bolstering emergency
response operations, the new facility will include dedicated community meeting spaces and conference rooms to
facilitate public communication during emergencies. These spaces will serve as hubs for community engagement,
fostering stronger relationships between first responders and residents and promoting a culture of preparedness and
resilience.

We deeply appreciate your consideration of this request and your ongoing commitment to supporting the well-being
of Kings County residents. Should you require any additional information or have any questions, please contact Hasan
Sarsour, Kings County Federal Representative, at 202-898-1444, or at hs@paragonlobbying.com.

Sincerely,

Doug Verboon, Chairman
Kings County Board of Supervisors


https://www.countyofkingsca.gov/
mailto:hs@paragonlobbying.com




COUNTY OF KINGS
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

GOVERNMENT CENTER HANFORD, CALIFORNIA 93230 (559) 852-2362
Catherine Venturella, Clerk of the Board of Supervisors

AGENDA ITEM
February 25, 2025

SUBMITTED BY: Administration — Kyria Martinez/Alex C. Walker
SUBJECT: 2025 STATE AND FEDERAL LEGISIALTVE PLATFORM

SUMMARY:

Overview:

On February 4, 2025, staff presented the 2025 State and Federal Legislative Platform documents to the
Board, which outlined several topics of importance and influence on the County, the region, and the
state. The document has been prepared in final format for the Board’s consideration.

Recommendation:
Approve the State and Federal Legislative Platform for calendar year 2025.

Fiscal Impact:

There are sufficient budgeted funds to distribute this document. Revenue generation for the County is a
goal of the document; however, the amounts of available funding for outlined projects/issues/programs
have not been determined.

BACKGROUND:

Every year, Kings County prepares an update of its legislative advocacy program, known as the Legislative
Platform. The Legislative Platform outlines the Board’s work plan to advocate for various concerns of local
significance to Kings County regarding legislative decisions being made by the State of California and the
federal government. It prioritizes local issues that are influenced by State and federal actions. This document
will be submitted to state and federal delegations, firms hired to represent the County’s interests in Sacramento
and Washington D.C., and advocacy associations such as the California State Association of Counties (CSAC)
and the National Association of Counties (NACo), in which the County participates and collaborates to improve
public and governmental services. The 2025 State and Federal Legislative Platform document is an update to
the 2024 Legislative Platform, and includes edits to address the current issues and interests of the County.

BOARD ACTION: APPROVED AS RECOMMENDED: OTHER:

I hereby certify that the above order was passed and adopted
on , 2025.
CATHERINE VENTURELLA, Clerk to the Board

By , Deputy.
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2025 STATE LEGISLATIVE PLATFORM - KINGS COUNTY, CALIFORNIA

Shaw Yoder Antwih Schmelzer & Lange, in conjunction with Kings County administrative staff and department heads,
has identified several priority areas for legislative action and monitoring in the first term of the 2023-2024 State
legislative session. Many of the legislative priorities are carryovers from the previous session. These topics have
immediate and lasting impacts to the County, the health and safety of its residents, and a variety of constituents who
are reliant upon local government’s effectiveness and representation. While this list is detailed, by no means is it written
in stone. The county must remain flexible to pivot as new items are proposed, and new problems and solutions emerge.

Legislative Priorities:
1. Water, Natural Resources & Agriculture
Unfunded Mandates
Homelessness
High Speed Rail
Broadband Infrastructure
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LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES

WATER, NATURAL RESOURCES & AGRICULTURE

Find solutions for dealing with water shortages and flooding. California has the unfortunate characteristic of being
prone to prolonged and severe droughts at any time, and farmers in Kings County routinely must take steps to prepare
for continued severe reduction in water during the summer months. In addition to having negative impacts on jobs
and the food supply for this state and the nation, water is essential for the thriving agriculture industry in Kings County
and contributes to the local economy through direct production and the multiplier effect of support industries. Kings
County, with nearly 92% of its land in agricultural use, ranks as a top county in agricultural value among all counties in
California, which is the number one agricultural producing state in the nation. Without increased water storage, the
demands placed on our water resources will not be achieved for food and fiber, urbanized growth, energy needs, or
habitat restoration. At present, an estimated 40-50% of Kings County’s water use comes from groundwater but varies
depending on the availability of other sources. Because of Endangered Species Act-related court rulings and ongoing
historic drought conditions, imported state water has become extremely limited in Kings County and groundwater
levels are at historic lows. Implementation of the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) may further
restrict access to groundwater in the future.

Much of the Kings County economy is based on agribusiness. Accordingly, when farmers are unable to obtain water to
produce crops, laborers, process workers, processors, and truck drivers cannot find work. The result is that neither
essential component of our county’s workforce can conduct business and contribute to our local economy. In past
droughts, there has been a direct correlation between the reduction in planting and the Kings County unemployment
rate that was well above the state and national averages. Prolonging the planning or delaying the funding for water
storage/reservoir/hydropower projects is counterproductive to the demands that population growth places upon our
region, as well as our state. Bringing desperately needed water to our communities is essential. Kings County supports
efforts to enhance regional water supply reliability through increased surface water supply, surface water storage, and
the implementation of additional conjunctive use projects.

The National Aeronautics and Space Administration’s (NASA) use and deployment of Surface Water and Ocean
Topography (SWOT) efforts provide information of water resources on land, there are concerns over if these efforts
can track water movement underground via pipelines that don’t show up on topography maps. As such, the County
supports legislation which mandates metering on agricultural wells, exempting domestic wells from this requirement.

The County will advocate for legislation that streamlines the permitting processes for storage projects both on-stream
and off-stream. In addition, and as member of the San Joaquin Valley Water Infrastructure Authority (SJVWIA), the
County will continue to support regional efforts to construct water infrastructure and storage projects. Notably, the
County supports efforts towards the Raising Pine Flat Dam Resiliency Project, which will bring increased water capacity,
sustainability, and drought resiliency to the region. Kings County also supports efforts to bring greater accountability
to the California Water Commission Water Storage Investment Program, ensuring better articulation of their scoring
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criteria for water infrastructure projects and working collaboratively with project applicants such as the SIVWIA. In
addition to support for regional water infrastructure and storage projects, the County supports funding efforts for
Airborne Snow Surveys which will provide the watershed with a full suite of critical snow survey tools to meet water
management and climate change challenges.

The County will advocate for statewide policy changes that will facilitate groundwater storage and banking projects to
meet local needs to replenish depleted groundwater aquifers and lessen the stress on those aquifers in times of
drought. The County will support and engage in regional efforts that will protect Kings County water supplies and help
mitigate the impacts of Groundwater Sustainability Plan implementation.

A significant portion of the county is considered a disadvantaged or severely disadvantaged community and lacks the
resources to ensure a safe and reliable source of potable water and wastewater treatment. The County will continue
to advocate for the funding of water supply projects that benefit disadvantaged and severely disadvantaged
communities to ensure that they have access to a reliable water supply that meets safe drinking water standards.

The County will support legislative reform that enhances the ability of local Groundwater Sustainability Agencies
(GSA’s) to implement groundwater sustainability plans and requisite management actions locally. Support increased
funding for GSA planning and implementation efforts with particular focus on planning and data capture to meet the
SGMA.

Regulatory restrictions on pumping in the Delta have led to increased reliance on groundwater which has led to
groundwater depletion, water quality degradation, and impacts to infrastructure. The County will support legislative
efforts to implement adaptive management of Delta pumping to maximize surface water deliveries in times of excess.

Oppose legislation and biological opinions at the Delta that limits Delta pumping and continues to flush surface/runoff
water through the Delta to the Pacific Ocean, leaving south-of-Delta communities without sufficient vital water
resources or the ability to store critical resources in times of excess flows. In contrast, support legislation and biological
opinions at the Delta that increases water deliveries to south-of-Delta users and decreases the amount of water sent
through the Delta west into the Pacific Ocean.

Oppose any and all efforts to expand the definition of wetlands that will increase regulatory burdens on growers in
Kings County.

The County will support local efforts to implement conservation programs in coordination with community service
districts and cities within the county and advocate for funding of voluntary conservation technology implementation.
The County will oppose mandatory statewide conservation regulations that unnecessarily complicate and duplicate
local efforts.

The County supports the beneficial use of water for irrigation of all crops and any post-harvest processing of
agricultural commodities that are marketed both domestically and globally. Support legislation that curtails the
marketing and sale of agricultural water for residential use, in turn supporting water in Kings County being used for
agricultural production in Kings County.

To better protect the water supply, support the transparency of domestic and foreign ownership of agricultural land.
Support legislative reforms that will reduce the water delivery costs under the State Water Project.

Support the Voluntary Settlement Agreement process if the agreement does not result in reduced water availability
or increase the cost of State Water Project deliveries to the county. Kings County opposes any agreement that would
increase the cost of water delivery to its disadvantaged communities or agricultural water districts.

Support legislation that provides subsidence mitigation funding for the streams, aqueducts, and canals that deliver
water to the region.

Support legislative efforts to streamline onerous and duplicative regulatory burdens that have significantly increased
input costs to farmers in the county. Support funding that will reduce the financial impact of regulatory
implementation on landowners.
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Oppose legislation that would impact or inhibit standard and accepted farming practices, which could have effects on
Agriculture.

The County will advocate for increased funding and exploration of the use of excess solar energy and the expansion of
solar-powered pumping systems and water treatment to increase groundwater recharge within the region.

Support and advocate for the full state program allocation for the Funding Agricultural Replacement Measures for
Emission Reductions (FARMER) Program at an amount of $200 million per fiscal year through Fiscal Year 2024- 2025.
These funds will assist in achieving the State’s commitment to reduce emissions from heavy-duty agricultural off-road
equipment in the San Joaquin Valley and provide for significant air quality, and related community health,
improvements throughout the county, valley, and state. The California Air Resources Board (CARB) has identified a
funding need of $200 million per year through 2025 to meet the State Implementation Plan commitment to reduce
agricultural equipment emissions and assist the Valley in meeting air quality and public health goals.

Seek legislative support to reestablish Williamson Act subvention funds for counties with “white areas” under SGMA
and explore the possibility of using the Cap and Trade funding to cover the ongoing cost. Elimination of the Williamson
Act Subvention funding has financially strapped our rural county. Losing the subvention funds has had a negative
impact to the County as well as the landowners within the county. The implementation of SGMA has put more
responsibilities on counties. Legislative support to re-establish reimbursements to participating counties is essential
to agricultural preservation in the State and conversion to solar, which reduced tax revenues.

Support efforts to prevent the introduction and potential spread of invasive pests and diseases harmful to agriculture,
including State funding of pest prevention program activities. Support efforts to secure continuous funding to control
invasive, noxious, or non-native weeds. Support legislation and funding that supports and keeps agricultural businesses
viable.

Support legislation to enhance inspection of alternative motor fuel devices including increased funding for inspection
efforts. Support legislation that amends existing device registration fees and protects local authority for consumer
protection programs. Support legislation that establishes funding for quantity control and package inspection
programs.

Support long-term stability of Unclaimed Gas Tax as zero-emission mandates expand and also support alternative
funding for agricultural code programs to support County Agricultural Commissioner’s net County costs for
reimbursement and County General Funds. Support funding through the “road charge” or vehicle miles driven to offset
losses when unclaimed gas tax is eliminated.

Oppose legislation that challenges the preemptive status of state pesticide laws and authority provided to the
Department of Pesticide Regulation (CDPR) and California Agricultural Commissioners. Oppose legislative proposals
that would regulate the sale and use of pesticides that are not based on science.

Support legislation that would allow local Agricultural Commissioner/Sealer offices full cost recovery when responding
to Public Records Act requests.

PUBLIC HEALTH RESPONSE

Local health departments advocate for sufficient funding to carry out emerging infectious diseases identification,
prevention, and response as well as responsibilities needed to expand services in case of an identified pandemic.
Local health departments should be engaged in developing state orders, guidance, and plans.

California’s local health departments (LHDs) have been significantly underfunded, resulting in the slow decline in
public health infrastructure. As evidenced by the COVID-19 pandemic, public health departments were not well
equipped to perform core functions such as contact tracing and isolation. In addition, before COVID-19, insufficient
funding has been provided to LHDs to address chronic diseases and the social determinants of health to advance
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health equity. Instead, LHDs are provided increments of limited-term, categorical funding that do not allow LHDs to
strengthen and ensure the integrity of the public health infrastructure and workforce, including modernizing data and
surveillance systems. Further, incremental funding received by LHDs do not allow for improvements in local
emergency preparedness capacities for weather-related events or infectious disease outbreaks. As such, counties will
continue to advocate for funding to rebuild and strengthen the public health infrastructure across all local health
departments.

HEALTH & WELFARE

PUBLIC HEALTH

Advocate for maintaining sufficient health realignment funding to ensure that counties have the resources to meet
their obligations to fulfill their statutory public health and indigent health care mandates. Oppose new mandates
without specified, stable, and adequate funding commitments.

Support legislation that would create, protect and optimize long-term funding and support core public health
functions, infrastructure, workforce, and public health laboratories, including but not limited to monitoring community
health; investigating health hazards; providing community outreach, education, expansion of communicable disease,
including sexually transmitted infection, investigation and prevention capacity, epidemiological and surveillance
systems and linkages to critical services; regulating and enforcing food safety; implementing prevention programs such
as immunizations, chronic disease, maternal, child and adolescent health; and other duly enacted laws designed to
protect public health.

Public Health has long supported and has recognized the need for Health Equity and identification of health disparities
in populations served. We support funding and initiatives that promote identification of Health Disparities and Health
Equity, however, any mandates of this nature that are required by the state should have adequate and sustainable funding
provided to support the mandate.

Advocate for and support a simplified process of contracting with the California Department of Public Health and
Department of Health Care Services to allow local health departments to develop a system for the delivery of
comprehensive and coordinated public health services to their communities. Discourage complex administrative
requirements or request for proposal (RFP) processes in favor of basic plan submission, subventions, or contractual
obligations. Ensure local health departments are given maximum discretion as to how they implement or achieve the
objective set by legislation. Oppose creating new and independent governance and administrative structures at the
local level to create or implement new social/health programs.

Support highlighting Public Health programming within higher education, including incentives to increase public health
laboratory staff, public health microbiologists, public health nurses, registered environmental health specialists
(REHS), public health nutritionists/dietitians, epidemiologists, and public health educators.

Support the Statewide development of a health information exchange system; including proposals to provide funding
to local health departments and health systems to support the infrastructure and staff development necessary to
implement meaningful use of health information data and particularly the use of health information to advance
understanding and improvement in population health strategies. Ensure any state Health Information Technology
legislation is consistent with federal statute and regulatory requirements. Support efforts to allow bi-directional
information sharing across county systems as well as with external partners to improve system efficiency that would
include telemedicine and broadband development.

Monitor the California Children Services (CCS) program and seek protections against increased county program costs.
Oppose any efforts to require counties to provide funding for the CCS program beyond their Maintenance of Effort
(MOE). Explore opportunities to "realign" county share of cost for CCS back to the state. Advocate for CCS pilot project
implementation strategies that do not destabilize the current CCS program. Ensure counties retain sufficient resources
to meet their CCS responsibilities, including those remaining under the Whole Child Model.



Support legislation to reduce inequities in maternal, infant, and child health and designed to maximize the health and
quality of life for all women, infants, children, adolescents, and their families in California, specially those in rural and
underserved areas. Support efforts to integrate trauma informed practices into both newly proposed or existing
programs and services provided to women, infants, children, and adolescents. Support policies and programs to reduce
teen and unplanned pregnancy and assist with family planning.

Support legislation that decreases health disparities among children in foster care, including ensuring coordinated
health care services for children in out-of-home foster care or on probation.

Support continued funding for the Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants and Children (WIC).

Support legislation and enhanced programing and services for the 0-5 years old population (Prenatal to early
childhood). Support early prenatal care programming, parent education and engagement and expanded access to
effective evidenced based family strengthening programs, including expansion of home visitation.

Support funding and legislation that protects maternal health, access to maternal health services, and provide
affordable access to maternal health care. Ensure these programs and funding reach Kings County residents and rural
communities, which have historically been chronically underfunded and underserved.

Support programs to fund opioid research and monitoring as well as expand emergency treatment resources and
increase capacity to provide long-term prevention and treatment services. Support legislation that allows for the
continued expansion on treatment and preventive harm reduction programs such as naloxone distribution.

Support funding for public health research and monitoring of vaping use patterns and associated adverse effects.
Advocate for vaping taxation to invest in health education to youth.

Support legislation to increased research related to Valley Fever including advanced treatment regimes and vaccine
development to prevent disease and/or reduce severity of disease impacts.

Support legislation to improve minimum levels of cooling of ambient air in rental housing, single family dwellings, and
in multi-unit housing to reduce health disparities and inequities by working to eliminate barriers to good health for
Kings County’s low-income population.

Support policies or funding to improve the control of mosquitoes which transmit human diseases such as Zika virus,
West Nile virus, Chikungunya virus, Dengue fever, and Malaria.

Support funding and legislation for public health emergency preparedness, response, and recovery from natural and
man-made disasters, such as extreme temperatures, flood, drought, pandemic disease, and bioterrorism.

Support legislation that would allow rural communities to provide more comprehensive hospital, medical,
pharmaceutical services, including changes to zoning laws and other such requirements.

Kings County supports maintaining existing laws and regulations governing the role of counties in the oversight of
prehospital emergency medical services including, but not limited to, medical first response ambulance services. The
County also supports legislation or regulatory reform that would enhance county authority and increase funding for
such oversight. The County opposes any efforts to decrease county authority to oversee the emergency medical
services (EMS) system and to reduce the mandated roles of the local EMS agency in planning, implementing,
evaluating, and regulating EMS systems and opposes any efforts to limit the authority of the local Emergency Medical
Services Medical Director over pre-hospital patient care including disciplinary actions over licensed or certified
personnel.

Support protections and funding of state versions of Medicare, Medicaid, and Affordable Care Act funded programs.
Support programs and efforts that ensure Kings County residents continue to receive benefits and affordable health
coverage.



BEHAVIORAL HEALTH

Support funding for the recently approved Senate Bill 43 which essentially revised the state’s involuntary detention
and conservatorship laws under the Lanterman-Petris-Short (LPS) Act in a manner that will ultimately significantly
increase the number of individuals who can be placed on an involuntary detention and/or be petitioned for
conservatorship. This will greatly increase the number of individuals detained and transported by mobile crisis teams
and law enforcement, the number of individuals requiring medical clearance through an emergency room, and the
number of individuals requiring placement to a secure psychiatric inpatient facility. This will also require a significant
increase in the number of individuals requiring conservatorship proceedings, thus significantly impacting County
Counsels, Public Guardian Offices, and County Behavioral Health. Although the Senate Bill creates this type of
significant resource impact to so many agencies and entities, it did not come with dedicated state funding to support
these expanded obligations. Lastly, due to the change in who can qualify for involuntary detention and conservatorship
(expansion to those with only a “severe” substance use disorder causing grave disability), those meeting this criteria
will require a secure (“locked”) treatment setting for substance use disorders, and because this is new criteria, these
placements do not currently exist in a manner anywhere near the scope and volume anticipated to be caused by this
expansion. Therefore, the state will need to more intentionally address this barrier. Below are bullet points released
by the California Behavioral Health Director’s Association (CBHDA) which is assisting County Behavioral Health
Directors with the recent Senate Bill 43 (while there is a 3-page fact sheet and talking points, the below are specific to
the fiscal impacts):

e LPS law changes do not trigger new state funding. The state pays nothing toward public guardians, funding for
designated individuals to conduct assessments, or the Patient’s Rights Advocates needed to make
determinations and conduct investigations and manage conservatorships. In fact, county behavioral health
often funds these functions within their existing resources.

e It also would not require funding for expanded treatment services, including SUD, mental health, or new
physical health providers necessary to evaluate grave disability on the basis of failing to meet basic medical
needs.

e The federal and state governments provide no reimbursement for long-term residential and inpatient drug
treatment under Medi-Cal.

e Commercial insurance plans often deny counties’ requests for reimbursement for mobile crisis, crisis, and
inpatient residential SUD treatment services.

e If courts were to order involuntary SUD treatment, they would not be bound by what Medi-Cal or other
insurance payers would cover, leaving counties with a significant unfunded mandate.

e  This structural lack of reimbursement, across our major public and private insurance payers has directly led to
the scarcity of SUD residential and inpatient treatment capacity.

e Addressing reimbursement for involuntary long-term inpatient and residential care, which would not be
reimbursed through Medi-Cal or other payers, particularly those in locked settings, would need to be addressed
in order to ensure adequate access to humane treatment.

e (California needs to invest more in consistent, sustainable reimbursement for longer-term residential and
inpatient SUD treatment to both prevent the deterioration of individuals and to assist with long-term treatment
and recovery. Unfortunately, this policy allows for policymakers to side-step that larger structural need, along
with the need to address long-term housing needs for Californians.

Expand Medi-Cal reimbursement to cover crucial services not currently billable but necessary for effective outreach,
engagement, and treatment to individuals with severe mental illness. Expanding Medi-Cal reimbursement to cover
non-billable services such as outreach, client engagement, and addressing social determinants of health is crucial for
improving health outcomes and reducing long-term healthcare costs in California. By investing in outreach and
engagement, behavioral health professionals can identify and assist vulnerable populations earlier, preventing costly
emergency interventions. California has transitioned Mental Health Plan and Drug Medi-Cal Plan providers into Fee-
for-Service which while greatly incentives the delivery of billable services, it greatly disincentives providers to conduct
activities that are not reimbursable under Medi-Cal, in an effort to remain fiscally viable and sustainable. Individuals
experiencing severe and persistent mental illness and/or substance use disorder which many times comes with
additional challenges such as lack of safe and stable housing, can require a lengthy outreach and engagement period
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before the Medi-Cal Plan Member is willing to begin assessment and treatment services. Outreach and engagement
activities are crucial for connecting vulnerable populations with care. A study in the American Journal of Public Health
found that community health worker interventions resulted in a return on investment of $2.47 for every dollar spent.
This reimbursement expansion aligns with California's recent efforts to improve Medi-Cal. The state has already
implemented historic provider rate increases to enhance access and equity for Medi-Cal enrollees. Expanding
reimbursement to non-billable services is a logical next step in this progression.

Support changes to IMD (Institutions for Mental Diseases) reimbursement limitations. IMDs in California with more
than 16 beds are not reimbursed through Medi-Cal due to the federal IMD exclusion rule. This exclusion prohibits the
use of federal Medicaid funds, known as Federal Financial Participation (FFP), for services provided to beneficiaries
under age 65 who are patients in IMDs. This exclusion means that a facility designated as an IMD is not eligible to claim
FFP for any expenditures for services provided to IMD residents. Additionally, California faces significant shortages of
psychiatric beds at all major levels of adult inpatient and residential care. The state has an estimated shortfall of
approximately 1,971 acute beds and 2,796 subacute beds, totaling 4,767 beds (excluding state hospital beds), and
faces an estimated 1.7-percent growth in its psychiatric bed need from 2021 to 2026. This shortage and increased
need severely impact the ability to provide timely and appropriate care for individuals with severe mental illness.
Addressing the IMD exclusion by increasing the bed capacity allowed for reimbursement could accelerate progress
towards a more  comprehensive  and responsive mental health care  system. (source:
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research reports/RRA1824-1-v2.html)

Fund the development and operation of low-barrier shelters/Low-barrier navigation centers (LBNCs). LBNCs are
essential tools for addressing California's homelessness crisis, providing immediate relief and pathways to permanent
housing for our most vulnerable residents. Cities report significant success with LBNCs. San Jose's emergency shelter
beds, funded by state programs, have a 69% success rate in transitioning people to temporary or permanent housing.
Fresno reduced its homeless population by 5.6% using similar approaches. Reducing street homelessness through
LBNCs benefits the entire community. It decreases the strain on emergency services, improves public health outcomes,
and enhances overall community safety and well-being. Legislation (AB 101, 2019) declares LBNCs as essential tools
for alleviating homelessness, making them a "use by right" throughout California. Increased funding aligns with this
legislative priority. While specific figures vary, investing in LBNCs can lead to significant cost savings by reducing
expensive emergency room visits, decreasing law enforcement interactions, lowering the burden on the criminal
justice system, and preventing more costly interventions down the line. Investing in low-barrier shelters is a fiscally
responsible  decision that benefits the entire state. (source: https://engagesac.org/blog-civic-
engagement/2024/5/22/bcm-letter)

Expand Medi-Cal reimbursement to cover Board & Care facilities for adults with severe mental illness (SMI). Expanding
Medi-Cal reimbursement to cover Board & Care facilities for adults with SMl is a crucial step towards improving mental
health care and reducing overall healthcare costs in California. This approach recognizes that stable housing is
fundamental to effective treatment and recovery for individuals with SMI. At the state level, expanding Medi-Cal
coverage to include these facilities would align with California's commitment to improving mental health care.
Classifying Board & Care facilities as providing "intermediate care" would make them eligible for Medi-Cal
reimbursement under existing definitions of medical necessity. This change could significantly reduce the burden on
the state's homeless service system and criminal justice system, both of which often become de facto caregivers for
individuals with untreated SMI. Enhancing the Assisted Living Waiver program to explicitly include Board & Care
facilities for adults with SMI would build upon an existing successful model. This expansion could provide a cost-
effective alternative to more expensive institutional care settings. Implementing a tiered reimbursement system based
on the level of care provided would ensure that facilities are adequately compensated for the services they provide.
This approach has been successful in other programs, such as the Assisted Living Waiver, which offers daily rates
ranging from $88 to $250 based on care levels. By making these changes, we can create a more comprehensive and
effective system of care for adults with SMI. This approach not only improves health outcomes for individuals but also
has the potential to reduce long-term healthcare costs, alleviate pressure on emergency services, and contribute to
solving California's homelessness crisis. Moreover, it aligns with the growing recognition that housing is healthcare,
especially for vulnerable populations like those with severe mental illness.

Support policies that seek to reduce health disparities and inequities by working to eliminate barriers to good health
and seek to intervene early, at the lowest level of care, for Kings County’s diverse population. While Prop 1 promises
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to make significant strides in strengthening California's behavioral health system, it has inadvertently reduced funding
for critical prevention programs at the county level. The revised allocation under the Behavioral Health Services Act
(BHSA) now directs only 4% of state-level funds to the California Department of Public Health for population-based
mental health and substance use disorder prevention programs, with a minimum of 51% of these funds designated
for programs serving Californians aged 25 or younger. This shift has resulted in approximately $140 million annually
being redirected from counties to the state budget. By investing more in county-level prevention programs, counties
can more effectively provide prevention programs and strategies geared towards the diverse populations unique to
each county in a manner that is community-driven. This can potentially reduce the need for costly interventions later,
alleviate the burden on our healthcare system, and improve the quality of life for countless Californians. We urge the
state to prioritize additional funding for county-based population prevention strategies, which will complement the
infrastructure improvements and treatment expansions provided by Prop 1, creating a more comprehensive and
effective behavioral health system for all Californians.

Advocate full funding for Community Assistance, Recovery and Empowerment (CARE) Court to not burden local county
government operations. Counties are facing critical issues of unfunded mandates and funding opportunities that fall
short which are straining our mental health care system. The expansion of service populations to include individuals
with substance use disorders such as SB 43 expanding LPS to include those with severe standalone substance use
disorder and the expansion of Mental Health Services Act to include substance use disorder services has increased the
number of people counties are expected to serve without a corresponding increase in funding. The implementation of
new programs like CARE Court comes without sustainable state funding, forcing counties to reallocate resources from
existing services. The unprecedented number of funding opportunities via grants, while tremendously helpful to
counties in developing programs and facilities to expand and enhance the local behavioral health continuum of care,
cause sustainability challenges, as many funding opportunities either come with no operational funding or the
operational funding is a one-time allocation/award. These unfunded mandates are compromising our ability to
provide comprehensive mental health care and substance use disorder treatment. We call on the state to provide
adequate funding to support these new initiatives and maintain existing services, ensuring that California's behavioral
health system can meet the growing needs of our communities without sacrificing the quality and availability of care
for our most vulnerable residents.

Support ongoing and sustained funding addressing infrastructure and services provided as a result of Bond Behavioral
Health Continuum Infrastructure Program (BHCIP) projects.

HUMAN SERVICES

Support and advocate for increased funding for all aspects of the Human Services Department. Seek an increase in
foster care and child welfare service funding. This is a critical need as it relates to placement housing for children in
the program. Support efforts to increase the State’s portion of Extended Foster Care Program funding beyond the
county contribution cap to decrease the fiscal burden on the county in providing extended Foster Care payments
and services from age 18 to age 21, which has shown to increase the outcome success of our transitioning foster
youth. This will help to correct the funding gap due to the underestimated 60% participation at the inception of the
legislation to the actual 90% participation by foster youth in this program.

Support efforts to increase the administrative funding for In Home Supportive Services (and fund current and
anticipated caseload increase in IHSS), Medi-Cal, as well as adequately fund the Resource Family Approval and
Independent Living Programs. Provide additional funding to counties to support disaster service workers and mass
shelter. Additional resources and funding to provide services to youth with complex needs. Support an overhaul on
homeless housing funding allocations. Smaller counties are not getting an adequate share since they cannot
compete with point in time (PIT) counts of larger counties. The methodology is faulty.
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PUBLIC SAFETY
KINGS COUNTY SHERIFF

We strive to always maintain high levels of community trust, support, and engagement by ensuring the integrity,
ethics, and professionalism of Sheriffs and their employees. As public servants charged with protecting our
communities, we strive to accomplish that goal while maintaining accountability to those we protect and serve.
Sheriffs will seek additional and sustainable funding for peace officer training through the Commission on Peace
Officer Standards and Training (POST) to help continue these efforts and ensure the best training is available,
delivered, and utilized to safeguard and protect all individuals.

Change penalty under incompetent to stand trial (IST) Growth Cap to “may” instead of “shall” for counties operating
Jail Based Competency Treatment Program (JBCT) and Early Access and Stabilization Services (EASS).

Allow communication with Federal Partners on immigration status of persons encountered, who may be from
Terrorist Countries or States from the list identified by the state Department as terrorist organizations.

Public Safety Resources

We strive to enhance and protect all funding for local public safety protection programs, including those that pay for
deputy sheriffs on the street, keep correctional officers in our custodial facilities, support victims, and assist critical
investigations. So that we may ensure we are able to fund necessary programs, we will continue to pursue full
reimbursement of the costs of state and federal mandates and oppose unfunded state mandates on sheriffs.

Homelessness / Mental Illness

The issues of homelessness and mental illness squarely intersect with the criminal justice space, specifically and
especially in terms of law enforcement’s interactions with these populations on the street and in county jails. When
coupled together, and especially when exacerbated by co-occurring substance use disorder, these issues greatly
affect public safety and sheriffs’ resources. Examples include challenges around providing appropriate mental health
care and competency restoration services, strains on available custodial programming, rampant overdose deaths,
and churning jail populations. Stakeholders should pursue a multi-element approach to address these issues with
not only resources but also a reckoning of how prior and current policies and actions (e.g., Proposition 47, reduced
accountability, etc.) have led or contributed to this multi-part problem. However, due to their complexities, it may
also be time to consider these two issues separately, in order to focus fuller attention on each in terms of achieving
successful outcomes. Support cross-jurisdictional databases to better serve the homeless population to avoid
redundancy of services and processes.

Court Security Funding

Costs to provide vital court security continue to rise and outpace state funding. Judges, litigants, attorneys, court
officers, and employees expect and deserve safe levels of security and sheriffs are caught between a desire and
obligation to provide court security and the challenge of doing so with resources that no longer cover costs. Sheriffs
seek adequate and sustainable funding for not only the provision of base court security services but also that
resulting from new courthouses coming online.

Support funding for local impacts of Proposition 36, which is anticipated to increase local jail populations, causing
further strains and demands on local resources without any additional support from the State.

DISTRICT ATTORNEY

Support any increase in funding for the Central Valley Rural Crime Prevention Program as codified in Penal Code,
section 14171 et al. and allocate a greater portion of the fund to Kings County. For the first time, the Kings County
District Attorney’s Office will commit a full-time investigator to the Kings County Rural Crime Taskforce beginning in
January 2023. In addition to adding an investigator, the Kings County District Attorney seeks to employ a victim-

witness advocate to the Rural Crimes Task Force to gather documentation supporting victim restitution requests.
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Create a new statutory scheme preventing the transportation, sale, and possession of fentanyl. Fentanyl is a highly
addictive narcotic which risks injury or death to people who come into intended and unintended contact with the toxic
substance. Fentanyl transportation and sales create a risk for law enforcement agents who attempt to apprehend
narcotics dealers and confiscate controlled substances laced with fentanyl.

Advocate any legislation that will create funding for the local District Attorney’s office for additional and more efficient
use of office space.

The state legislature has recently passed multiple laws (unfunded mandates) that drastically altered the criminal justice
system. Oppose legislation that further fundamentally alters the landscape of the criminal justice system that
threatens the lives of citizens and causes strain on local law enforcement resources.

Support increased and sustained funding for rural crime activities, such as Victims of Crime Act (VOCA), Violence
Against Women Act (VAWA), and elder abuse. Additionally, support funding for programs that supplement expenses
related to legal education credentials.

)K/NGS COUNTY FIRE

Support legislation that increases staffing and addresses critical equipment and infrastructure needs. As the County
continues to grow it is imperative to grow the current infrastructure to meet those needs.

Support any new regulation as it pertains to solar battery storage facilities. These new facilities have the potential to
become hazmat situations if a fire occurs. Currently, there are no regulations placed on the facilities to mitigate this
risk.

Support funding for the development of a Fire Headquarters, an Emergency Operations Center, and mobile
capabilities. The Kings County Fire Department would like to invest and build a department fire headquarters,
Emergency Operations Center, and area unified dispatch center that modernizes capabilities, eliminates redundancy,
and drives the department forward into capabilities that prepare us for future growth and better service to the
community. These infrastructure improvements would serve the needs both directly and indirectly of over 153,000
people.

Support the expansion of the department’s communication system. The expansion of communication towers and
receivers within the Kings County area would serve to enhance emergency communication throughout the county. As
it stands, the number one reason emergency personnel are injured is a breakdown in communications. The current
system is well maintained and monitored but it is limited. Modernization, overhaul, and rebuild could provide the
power and bandwidth to communicate throughout the county. Conversely, oppose legislation that would decrease
communication services that would be critical for emergency alerts.

Support funding for Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA) equipment purchase and replacement programs.

INMATE DETENTIONS

Inmate Rehabilitation, Care, and Re-Entry

Appropriate adult criminal justice facilities that meet inmates’ needs relative to space for programming, education,
treatment, and medical and mental health care must remain a priority to support the mission and needs of our state
and local criminal justice system, especially post-realignment. We must continue efforts to maximize funding for
inmate medical and mental health care services, as well as assisting with continuity of care post-release and pursuing
funding for increased needs resulting from realignment. We will continue to mitigate liabilities in areas such as health,
mental health, Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), and other areas of legal concern. We will pursue and support
additional opportunities for participation in regional and jail-based competency restoration programs.
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Support legislation that expands Medi-Cal eligibility and managed care programs to allow counties to receive federal
financial participation for medical services performed for adult and juvenile inmates that occur on the grounds of the
correctional institute.

Support legislation that would mitigate the County’s risk exposure in such areas as health, mental health, and
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) in managing inmate populations.

Support efforts to maximize funding for inmate medical and mental health care services, as well as assisting with
continuity of care post-release and pursuing funding for increased needs resulting from realignment. Support funding
for outdoor recreation, family transitional space, and job training.

PROBATION

Stabilization of SB 678 funding (currently frozen) still needs to be an incentive-based system, but priority shift from
prison commitments, as they have lessened state-wide difficult for counties to continue to show improvement based
on this metric.

Support increased and stabilized funding, such as Assembly Bill 109 (AB 109) criminal justice reform funding of 2011.
Oppose any mandates that are not covered within this funding.

Support Senate Bill 823 (SB 823) Juvenile Justice Realignment 2020 Funding. Due to the closure of the Division of
Juvenile Justice (DJJ), the local juvenile justice system changed in its entirety. The youth and young adults committed
to this program possess the most serious risk factors and the highest needs. The support, structure, and resources
necessary for a successful program through the Probation Department and community partners, requires significant
and ongoing investment and resources from the state. Continued funding for locals in their efforts to implement SB
823 include facility upgrades, retro- fitting facilities to provide “home-like” environments as mandated by statute,
funding for program enhancement, educational opportunities, and vocational educational opportunities both online
and on site.

Support and advocate for juvenile prevention and diversion programs in the community. When appropriate,
prevention and diversion are appropriate tools utilized by probation in addressing a youth's behavior. It is important
to have a continuum of responses to meet the individualized needs of youth and least restrictive means should be
prioritized where safe and appropriate. There are few to no prevention/diversion-based programming opportunities
being offered by providers in the community.

Support funding for probation departments to effectively address increased workload triggered by the voters’
overwhelming passage of Proposition 36. Specifically, funding is required to ensure Proposition 36 is successfully
implemented via the provision of assistance and guidance by probation to the court at each step of the process
including arrest, treatment, and sanctions.

Oppose the erosion of local control of Juvenile Justice Counsels.

Oppose restrictions on the available tactics to respond to crisis events in the Juvenile Hall.

GENERAL SERVICES

ASSESSOR

Support legislation to assist Counties who are impacted by the large-scale solar tax exclusion.
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Support legislation that increases water to Kings County. The lack of water and restrictions are having a significant
impact on farming, which is the county’s largest industry.

Support legislation that maintains the property value and tax protections of Proposition 13 (adopted by California
Voters in 1978).

Oppose legislation that would increase property tax rates.

Oppose any new unfunded mandates coming from the State for implementation of new programs as a result of
proposed laws.

CHILD SUPPORT SERVICES

Support efforts that facilitate family access to program services, remove barriers to access, and ease administrative
burdens, while preserving local control and local child support agencies' (LCSAs) ability to utilize effective, equitable,
and flexible collection tools and methods. Support efforts that promote increased access to program services, the
elimination of barriers to those services, and the expansion of supportive services. Maintain the discretion to
appropriately design and manage the delivery of the child support program at the local level, while maintaining close
partnership with the state. Support the continued ability to use effective, equitable, and flexible collection tools and
methods to support families.

Increase public and community awareness of child support and foster strategic partnerships at all levels of
government. Partner with the Legislature in the legislative and policy making process. Support efforts that advance
the child support program as a critical safety net service leading to family financial stability.

Support efforts to expand sharing of information through local agency collaboration and automating data exchange to
enhance services to families. Support the facilitation of increased data sharing between LCSAs and partner agencies
for improved outcomes for families. Increase the capacity to collect and analyze accurate demographic data to ensure
equity within the program.

Restore funding reductions to enable the child support program and LCSAs, as a critical part of the social safety net,
to continue to reach unserved families and lift children out of poverty. Restore Fiscal Year 25 funding reductions and
maintain adequate funding to ensure LCSAs can effectively address local needs, allowing the program to serve as a
vital safety net for children in California. Educate policy and budget staff and legislators on the implications of federal
matching funds and the necessity for consistent funding for optimal customer support.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

Support any legislation that increases water to Kings County, as well as support reservoir infrastructure projects that
help increase water supply and water management in Kings County. Without water, wastewater, and storm drainage,
there is no development. This impacts housing, commercial and retail development.

Support a delayed and well-thought-out implementation of SGMA to 2050 in order to fully address all intended actions
and unintended impacts of the legislation such as the devastating impacts to small farmers.

Support direct allocation of Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds and HOME Investment Partnerships
Program (HOME) funds to Kings County. If direct allocation to Kings County is not possible, then continued support for
maintaining CDBG and HOME funding levels to the State, which would maintain funding opportunities for Kings
County. Due to inflation many families are being priced out of owning a home without programs such as the County’s
First Time Home Buyer program.
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Oppose unfunded mandates, such as Assembly Bill 98.

Support economic development for the region. As state regulations continue to fundamentally alter agricultural
production and the agricultural landscape in Kings County, also support the development of alternative industries that
will attract and create sustained jobs.

Support State funding efforts for the increasingly complex General Plan update processes to remain current and in
compliance with State mandated General Plan requirements. Small counties have limited staff and due to time
constraints are limited in order to stay compliant. Increased funding can ensure these General Plan requirements set
by the Office of Planning and Research are met. Ensure the State provides adequate funding if a new bill or an
amendment is passed that would require an amendment or update to the General Plan. In contrast, oppose legislation
that would require and update or an amendment to the General Plan without adequate funding provided by the State.

Support legislation that would provide a financing mechanism to mitigate the cost impacts of hosting solar farms within
the County and that has water recharge as part of the development.

Support legislation that would address safety concerns over foreign ownership of land near military installations.

COUNTY CLERK/RECORDER

Oppose any new unfunded mandates coming from the State for implementation of new programs as a result of
proposed laws.

Support funding of digital access, with multi-level security, for record requests. Additionally, support proper redaction
of applicable information for safety and security of people.

Support sustained Williamson Act funding from the State.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Support efforts to recruit a robust workforce to the Central Valley and Kings County. The need has always been here,
but it was exacerbated by the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic. The pandemic has shown the fragility of the
healthcare system and the need to reform the recruitment of qualified personnel. Expand educational programs to
educate existing staff. Support funding for the State’s Job’s First initiative.

Support legislation that provides consistent, sustainable funding to local workforce and economic development
offices, to meet demands for high demand jobs in key industries, such as healthcare, social work, food processing,
manufacturing, warehousing, and others. Preserve local control in being able to utilize funding that best meets local
needs.

Support funding to lay foundations to create new industries in Kings County, such as in technology.

Support funding to support landowners and county agricultural lands that have been fallowed and create
opportunities for alternative land use that benefits the local economy.

Provide funding for marketing, navigating regulatory burdens such as permitting, zoning, and CEQA, and enable local
workforce and economic development offices to meet the needs of the local area.

Oppose efforts by the state to take away local control and impose regional allocations that would leave Kings County
out of the funding landscape. Support local investments into Kings County to uplift current programs.
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Support restoration of business and workforce incentives and return to enterprise zones models. With the elimination
of Redevelopment Agencies and the Enterprise Zone, counties and cities with high unemployment and high poverty
rates find it more difficult to compete for business expansion and location with more affluent areas. Therefore, it is
imperative to support and push for an Enterprise Zone equivalent to assist smaller counties. Disadvantaged
communities are unable to afford the public infrastructure needed to create the jobs to boost or sustain growth within
their economies. A targeted incentive package aimed at cities or counties that have an average unemployment rate
and poverty level of 125% of the statewide average for the preceding year is needed. These designated zones would
allow a more advantageous new employee hiring credit as well as other economic development and public
infrastructure incentives necessary to even the competitive field of business development. Support the Incentivization
of the use of new market tax credits to put people to work.

Oppose more stringent regulations that will cost county jobs. Oppose any new state policy that encourages people
not to work. Preserve Local control and oppose unfunded mandates.

Support legislation and funding programs that would increase and expand job training opportunities within the
County, including funding at local community colleges to train and educate residents, especially for jobs within the
tech industry both online and on site. Support funding for programs that addresses the “brain drain” and attract talent
into the County.

Support a more balanced approach to energy development. Pursuing an all-electric state ignores the consequences of
overly developing renewable energy at the expense of oil, natural gas, green diesel, and hydrogen. This will have a
detrimental effect on the state’s economy. Support legislation that provides funding for local, rural communities to
support grid resiliency, electronification, and infrastructure improvements to address the increased electricity
demands for electric vehicles, residencies, and commercial businesses. Improve grid infrastructure for the county and
incorporated cities.

Support effective water storage to help deficits during times of drought. Agriculture cannot thrive unless it has
adequate water supply.

Support legislation that would allow industries to come into Kings County and utilize vacant spaces to address blight
and create jobs.

Support funding for infrastructure improvement to public utilities, broadband, grid resiliency, and water
infrastructure, to sustain existing businesses and attract new industries into the county. The county has experienced
a loss of major employers, such as Leprino Foods Lemoore East Plant in Lemoore and Del Monte in Hanford. Support
legislation that would make California more business friendly, and affordable. Kings County has a demand for high-
quality jobs.

Support CMSP workforce initiatives to historically underserved areas and rural communities.

LIBRARY SERVICES

As California's Leading Library Advocate, the California Library Association (CLA) actively promotes and protects library
interests by advocating for policies and funding that support libraries and their stakeholders.

The California Library Services Act supports resource sharing among all public libraries in the state. This funding is
critical for our rural library system of seven branches and one mobile library. Our library membership through our
cooperative the San Joaquin Valley Library Systems (SJVLS) allows our Kings County Library patrons to borrow materials
from Merced County to Kern County. The support of continued funding for “Lunch at the Library” to promote summer
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literacy and enrichment programs to curb the summer slide of our at-risk students. Restore and support funding
allocations for JobNow, VetNow, HelpNow, and other e-resources that were removed from the California State Library
Budget FY2024-25. The unfunded contracted statewide e-resources promote economic recovery through platforms
for career related skill building and educational resources for our most vulnerable populations.

Support permanent and designated funding for the SB 321 mandate that requires all public libraries to issue a student
success card by 3rd grade by January 1, 2026. State funds would support staff time, physical resources such as library
cards and marketing material, purchase of tracking software and/or specialized equipment. A fiduciary commitment
from State for this mandate would assist the Kings County Library system and create the support this program initiative
deserves.

Back continued efforts to fund and support critical building infrastructure for rural library systems such as Kings
County. The Building Forward funds received by Kings County to renovate critical maintenance needs for two branches
barely scratches the surface when it comes to ADA improvements specified in the grant agreement. The funding only
covers interior and up to five feet of a library’s public entrance. It does not cover parking lot improvements and
hardscape from the parking lot for our handicap patrons. In addition, supporting continued funding opportunities for
security and technology improvements are vital for establishing the 21st century libraries the residents of Kings County
deserve.

Seek a measure supporting the infrastructure needs of California’s public library facilities to benefit Californians in
communities throughout the state. Work with the Legislature, the Governor’s office, and other partners to secure a
place on the election ballot and a plan for approval. Support legislative efforts which would reduce the voter approval
requirement for local taxes and bonds from a 2/3rds vote to 55% for purposes of authorizing and issuing local
infrastructure bonds.

PUBLIC GUARDIAN

Support an increase in spending on Public Guardian programs. County Public Guardian programs are the only major
county safety net programs that receive no direct State or Federal funding. Working collaboratively with local medical,
mental health, social services, and justice providers. Support expanding the availability of senior and disabled adult
placement across California. Expand the availability of psychiatric placements across California.

Opposed unfunded mandated services; Expanding the scope of the Lanterman-Petris-Short (LPS) Act through changes
to the definition of grave disability, which would burden the operation of county PG/PC operations; Amending the LPS
Act in any manner that would limit the discretionary decision-making ability of Public Guardian/Public Conservator
programs or restrict due process protections of individuals with serious mental illness.

PUBLIC WORKS | RESOURCE RECOVERY & WASTE MANAGEMENT

Support state investments into diversion programs to assist in addressing unfunded mandates. Most recently, the
county will need support with the implementation of the organics management programs. There will be increased
costs to waste pickup due to these new laws. Continue to work with Cal Recycle and legislators to address the
challenges associated with single-use products and the impact these products have on the solid waste industry.
Support an increase in resource recovery infrastructure to manage the mandates imposed by the state. Support
market development before separating products from waste stream to make sure there is a market for them.

Support dedicated and sustained funding for SB 1383 implementation, which was an unfunded mandate by the state.

PUBLIC WORKS | TRANSPORTATION REFORM

Support state funding and rural carve outs for local rural communities in State Programs such as the Anthropology,
Performance, and Technology (APT) and Congestion Mitigation Air Quality (CMAQ) programs.
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Explore Road User Charge Policy Options. Work with other responsible agencies on mileage-based user charges as an
eventual replacement for the gasoline excise tax. As improvements in the fuel efficiency of vehicles reduces gas tax
revenue per mile traveled and inflation continues to erode the purchasing power of the excise tax revenues,
alternatives to the gas tax must be seriously considered by all transportation stakeholders.

Protect State Transportation Funding and Promote Streamlining. Monitor the allocation of state transportation
revenues to counties and oppose any effort to use transportation revenues outside their intended purposes.
Proactively seek additional flexibility for counties and streamline project delivery and environmental review processes.

Support California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) streamlining for projects including the infrastructure necessary to
support developments. CEQA streamlining reform should preserve local control and local approval. Support fish and
game and other agencies’ approval of needed maintenance in waterways and roadways.

Recycled Materials Standards for Local Roadways. Support efforts that promote adoption of specifications allowing
the use of recycled material when sufficient local flexibility is provided. Identify opportunities to support the use of
recycled materials for maintaining and rehabilitating streets and highways with appropriate exceptions based on local
conditions. Oppose policies that impose overly prescriptive requirements related to the use of recycled materials.

State Route 198 (SR198) is the interregional roadway connecting the Central Coast to the San Joaquin Valley, as such,
improvement of this corridor from Naval Air Station (NAS) Lemoore to Interstate 5 (I-5) is a priority for Kings County to
increase auto and truck traffic safety. Elevate SR198’s priority into the State’s Strategic Plan as it is considered part of
the State Interregional Transportation system. The improved corridor will also serve communities like Coalinga and
Huron to the statewide passenger rail network. The connection to San Joaquin — Amtrak rail system would be a benefit
to rural communities in the region. The route is not only part of the Central Coast and San Joaquin Valley East-West
connection, the highway also serves NAS Lemoore to I-5. Most of the improvement projects on SR198 are outside Kings
County jurisdiction, however the needs of the county would be greatly served by improving this travel corridor.

Support funding for High-Speed Rail Station area improvements, including state funding for localities to support
commercial/business developments near the stations, traffic control in the area such as stoplights, roundabouts, curb
and gutter, lighting, parking, bus lines, and other community and commercial infrastructure improvements.

Support State funding for widening and safety improvements for State Routes 33, 41, 43 and 198 in order to
accommodate the growing need of transportation options within the County due to increasing traffic as a result of
population growth within the Central Valley. Change these from “orphan” highways into priority highways. With the
search for affordable housing and future completion of the High-Speed Rail Project, the Central Valley will be an ideal
place to live, enticing migration to the area. Support funding that would increase public transportation support to
evolve with new and future demands.

Truck traffic for Farm to Market transportation and freight movement from I-5 to NAS Lemoore should be a state
priority. The passenger car traffic would also improve with an increase to State Highway Operation and Protection
Program (SHOPP) projects eligibility if this route becomes a higher priority. The truck volume due to the recent drought
and future land retirement in Westlands Water District will see reduced seasonal agricultural demands automobile
travelers will increase with additional personnel added to NAS Lemoore.

The Stockton Diamond is the busiest, most congested at-grade railway junction in California, and is a viable connection
to the Central Valley. Kings County supports all improvements projects for the Stockton Diamond railway. Double and
triple tracking projects of the railway system will increase mobility.

Support legislation that provides funding for local, rural communities to support grid resiliency, electronification, and
infrastructure improvements to address the increased electricity demands for electric vehicles, residencies in times of
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extreme weather conditions, and commercial businesses. Improve grid infrastructure for the County and incorporated
cities. Support funding that improves capacity for EV chargers, battery storage, and other transitional infrastructure.
Support funding to assist the County to facilitate their fleet transitions and the infrastructure to support County fleets.

[VETERANS SERVICES

Support legislation that would focus on getting homeless veterans off the streets and into housing, including
transitional and permanent supportive housing.

Mental health treatment to veterans in need; support in providing adequate mental health treatment regardless of
their status; VA will treat any veteran — prior, they would only provide treatment to veteran’s who were honorably
discharged; if you have a dishonorable or bad conduct, you will not get treatment.

Support legislation that would continue to support expansion of veterans’ treatment courts to more counties by
providing state funding of veterans’ treatment courts in California.

Support legislation requiring US Department of Veterans Affairs (USDVA) accreditation in order for
individuals/organizations to represent veterans to the USDVA in the benefit/claims process.

ADMINISTRATION

CAPITAL PROJECTS

Support legislative efforts, which would reduce the voter approval requirement for local taxes and bonds from a 2/3rd
vote to 55% for purposes of authorizing and issuing local infrastructure bonds and public safety tax increases. Seek and
support bond funding for the construction of new or the renovation of existing public libraries and criminal justice
facilities. The County tried twice in 2016 to pass a local public safety tax. The results were close, but a 2/3 supermajority
isinsurmountable.

Support funding for local parks in underserved communities to provide safe locations for the recreation of children
and families. Notably, Armona has a local park in need of rehabilitation such as adequate lighting, proper leveling of
grounds and fields for safe recreation, and basketball court additions. Such funding efforts will provide underserved
communities with safe environments for children and families to play.

COUNTY COUNSEL

Support legislation that would allow local government full cost recovery when responding to Public Records Act
requests.

Consistent with CSAC policy within its County Platform on addressing issues of local concern related to tort reform,
government should not be more liable than private parties and in some cases, there is reason for government to be
less liable than private parties:

a. Support proposals to mitigate the effects of joint and several liabilities upon public entities by limiting
liability to any party to be responsible for their own proportion of damages.

b. Support proposals to strengthen the statutory immunities associated with the operation of public
infrastructure such as immunities under Government Code Section 830 et seq.

c. Support proposals that limit post judgment interest and/or that provide public entities with the flexibility in
paying judgments over time.

d. Support proposals to mitigate the effects of liability upon public entities by applying the Doctrine of

Comparative Fault to inverse condemnationactions.
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ELECTIONS OFFICE

Support changes to the current state law that would reduce the early voting days from 10 to 3, to NOT include Election
Day.

Pursue and support any sources of potential election funding to include the support of any bills that allows for local
election officials to charge the Federal and State agencies for the administration of their elections.

Support modifications to AB 1450: Assist counties with modifying existing law as it pertains to current Voters’ Choice
Act (VCA) code. Allow counties flexibility to implement an election model that is beneficial to their respective county.

Support funding for election security and infrastructure.

FINANCE

Support efforts to provide any COVID relief from the federal government directly to the County, bypassing the state
clearinghouse.

Oppose legislation that would place any unfunded mandates upon the County and support the full cost recovery of
State unfunded mandates. Oppose any deferred payments from the State to the County.

Support legislation, which is designed to ensure that taxes and fees collected in the State Highway Account are used
to repair the State’s crumbling streets, highways, and roads, and ensure that the taxes and fees collected are not used

for other purposes.

HIGH SPEED RAIL

Continue to work with the High-Speed Rail Authority (HSRA) to construct and deploy all HSRA projects in Kings County.
Advocate for the highest safety standards in the transportation industry. Also, ensure all transportation modes work
collectively to meet the needs of public transportation. Support any bills that require financial accountability. Continue
to advocate for a High-Speed Rail maintenance facility within Kings County. Support direct rail access in and out of the

county.

HUMAN RESOURCES

Support public agencies in implementation and compliance of continuing changes to labor laws, leave laws, and other
employment law regulations. Suspend continued minimum wage increases, which are having an extreme impact to
our local economies and pay structures. Support funding sources and other resources for employers to develop and
implement training for diversity, equity, and inclusion.

Support legislation that gives the County flexibility in obtaining proper workforce resources to provide services to the
community. Oppose legislation that limits the County’s ability to use contract workforces when traditional in-house
workforces are insufficient, hard to hire, or not available in the area in order to provide critical services to the
community.

Oppose unfunded mandates that cause undue strains on Human Resource departments in the ways of reporting,
records retention, and PRAs.

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

Support efforts to bring broadband to all citizens of Kings County, and broadband efforts for all citizens in the state.
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Support permanent broadband subsidies for low-income residents. Support an increase in Information Technology
security funding. Support the establishment of a security operations center at the State to assist smaller counties and
cities to maintain security in their systems, monitoring bad actors and attacks, and promoting cyber security.

Oppose unfunded mandates, and support funding for records retention for statutory and legal mandates.

Oppose legislation that leaves underserved people without vital communication services, such as local telephone
services, and relieves carries of their responsibility to provide such critical and fundamental services.

Oppose PRA efforts in the technology space, particularly requests for agencies to report their systems, which can then
be used by hackers to access the County’s internal infrastructure. As unauthorized access to systems continues to have
devastating impacts, support information technology security funding.

VIDEO RECORDING & RETENTION

Amend Government Code Section 26202.6, which governs the retention of video recordings that are made for “routine
monitoring” purposes, so that recordings are only needed to be retained for 60-90 days versus the one-year requirement
now. Annual retention of routine monitoring is extremely costly for counties and is discouraging the use of video
cameras in various operations.

IMMIGRATION

In response to labor shortages in agriculture, support programs, such as the H-2A Temporary Agricultural Workers visa
program, to ensure there are opportunities for those to engage in agricultural work legally, and support legislation
that provides labor protections for those performing agricultural work, regardless of their immigration status.

Support legislation that would create a pathway for undocumented agricultural workers and residents to gain legal
residency status and provide a pathway to citizenship.

Support the enforcement of existing immigration law in a matter compliant with the law, responsive to community
needs and public safety, affording due process and legal protections undocumented individuals are otherwise entitled
to.

Support legislation to modify the California Values Act (SB 54). Specifically, expand the exceptions under SB 54 to allow
local law enforcement to collaborate with Federal Partners on immigration status of persons encountered, such as in
notifying immigration agents of a person’s release date and allowing transfers into immigration agent custody.

Oppose efforts that categorize a person’s undocumented status as being a criminal, and focus enforcement
prioritization on those who are alleged, convicted of, or have committed violent crimes, sexual assault, drug offenses,
driving under the influence, petty theft, burglary, vandalism, and other crimes, affording due process and legal
protections undocumented individuals are otherwise entitled to.

23



2025 FEDERAL LEGISLATIVE PLATFORM — KINGS COUNTY, CALIFORNIA

This document offers summary information on several key policy areas for legislative and/or regulatory action and
monitoring in the current year.

LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES

WATER, AGRICULTURE, AND NATURAL RESOURCES

With nearly 92 percent of its land in agricultural use, much of Kings County’s economy is based on agribusiness.
Accordingly, when farmers are unable to obtain water to produce crops, laborers cannot find work, which leads to an
unemployment rate in Kings County that is well above the state and national average in times of drought. The result is
that neither essential component of our county’s workforce can conduct business and contribute to our local economy.
Prolonging the planning of or delaying funding for water storage/reservoir/hydropower projects is counterproductive
to the demands that population growth places upon our region, as well as our state. Bringing desperately needed water
to our communities is essential.

Kings County supports long-term, meaningful solutions to California’s complex water management challenges,
including legislative proposals and regulatory actions that would ensure more reliable and predictable water deliveries
to the Central Valley.

Specifically, Kings County supports reauthorizing the 2016 Water Infrastructure Improvements for the Nation (WIIN)
Act, which expired in 2021. The California title of the WIIN Act provides flexibility to capture and store water when flows
are high with little impact on the environment. This flexibility helps California better prepare for future dry years. The
WIIN Act also included nearly $S1 billion for environmental restoration and water infrastructure projects in California.
This funding provides a diverse package of tools to meet the state’s water needs.

While long-term drought continues to negatively impact Kings County agriculture, it also affects operations at United
States Naval Air Station (NAS) Lemoore. During times of severe drought, fallow fields surrounding the air base attract
rodents and other varmints, which, in turn, leads to a significant increase in the presence of avian predators. The result
is a corresponding increase in bird strikes, which puts our nation’s air fleet and security at severe risk. The county’s
military installations need to have well protected flight path buffers.

Kings County supports efforts to enhance existing surface water storage facilities, as well as construct new storage
facilities within the state. California is subject to variable weather patterns and must plan ahead to capture water in
times of excess to meet the state’s various water demands in times of drought. Without adequate surface water storage
infrastructure, the county is dangerously reliant upon groundwater. As the state continues to move towards regulating
the extraction of groundwater to ensure basins are sustainable and as drought conditions continue, surface water
storage becomes paramount in ensuring the health and prosperity of our county. Without increased water storage,
the demands placed on our water resources will impact the production of food and fiber, urbanized growth, energy
needs, social determinants of health for our most vulnerable populations, and habitat restoration. Surface water
storage also provides immediate relief to aquifers and helps facilitate groundwater recharge projects and sustainability,
which will be vital to meeting the State’s Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA).

The County will continue to support regional efforts to construct water infrastructure and storage projects. Notably,
the County supports efforts towards the Raising Pine Flat Dam Resiliency Project, which will bring increased water
capacity, sustainability, and drought resiliency to the region. In addition to support for regional water infrastructure
and storage projects, the County supports funding efforts for Airborne Snow Surveys which will provide the watershed
with a full suite of critical snow survey tools to meet water management and climate change challenges.

Oppose legislation and biological opinions at the Delta that limits Delta pumping and continues to flush surface/runoff
water through the Delta to the Pacific Ocean, leaving south-of-Delta communities without sufficient vital water
resources or the ability to store critical resources in times of excess flows. In contrast, support legislation and biological
opinions at the Delta that increases water deliveries to south-of-Delta users and decreases the amount of water sent
through the Delta west into the Pacific Ocean.
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Support farming and farmers’ needs due to the reduced use of groundwater as a result of SGMA implementation.

Kings County continues to have significant concerns with efforts aimed at defining the scope of waterways that are
subject to federal regulatory oversight under the Clean Water Act. In response to the U.S. Supreme Court’s Sackett v.
EPA decision, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in September 2023
finalized a rule intended to define “waters of the United States” (WOTUS) in a manner that would provide regulatory
clarity to impacted stakeholders. Despite this intent, the latest EPA-Corps rule is expected to face a series of legal
challenges, thus perpetuating the longstanding uncertainty that local governments, water districts, farmers,
homeowners, private property owners, manufacturers, and small businesses have faced with respect to jurisdictional
determinations under the Clean Water Act.

The County supports efforts to amend the Endangered Species Act (ESA) and other environmental laws in a manner
that will increase the allocation to Central Valley Project water contractors, and opposes any legislation that negatively
impacts such contractual allocations. The County believes these efforts need to be closely coordinated with state
agencies to ensure that any amendments to the ESA do not result in increased burdens to the State Water Contractors.
Because of ESA-related court rulings and ongoing historic drought conditions, water has become extremely limited in
Kings County and groundwater levels are at historic lows. The County supports changes to the ESA that take into
account the intra-species similarities when adding new animals as endangered species.

Kings County is engaged in a critical review of SGMA Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA) Groundwater
Sustainability Plan (GSP) implementation. The County will continue to support efforts to implement solutions to protect
the County’s supply of surface and groundwater and to improve County and regional economic and agricultural
opportunities. The County supports protection of federal surface water supplies as well as an increase in federal surface
water allocations.

The County supports efforts to properly manage the forest in the Sierra Nevada to ensure the conditions in the forest
do not adversely impact the County’s groundwater supply, as the snowpack and subsequent forest runoff are vital the
County’s groundwater supply. As the forest continues to be overgrown, less water reaches the Valley floor due to
evaporation and it is not able to help recharge the county’s groundwater basins.

Finally, the County supports grants and other federal funding opportunities or legislative proposals that help
disadvantaged communities in Kings County improve access to a safe and reliable water supply.

Support continued funding for the Agriculture Improvement Act (Farm Bill), which will provide for safeguards against
invasive pests and diseases.

Support Invasive Species and Specialty Crop Program funding. There are a number of significant invasive species being
introduced and detected in California that threaten all aspects of agriculture and the environment. Continued funding
of Pest Exclusion, Pest Detection Trapping and Survey Activities, Rapid Response, Pest Management and Eradication,
and Public Education Outreach Programs is critical in protecting California and the nation’s resources.

Oppose additional and/or excessive tariffs on imported and exported goods.

To better protect the water supply, support the transparency of domestic and foreign ownership of agricultural land.

HOMELESSNESS/AFFORDABLE HOUSING

Support enhanced Housing and Urban Development (HUD) funding that helps to address homelessness. Support
increased federal funding to develop, restore or revitalize affordable housing. Support increased federal funding for
low-income vouchers to subsidize rents, including supports and incentives for landlords. Support enhanced federal
funding to prevent homelessness as well as housing and social and behavioral health supports for individuals
experiencing homelessness.

Support cross-jurisdictional databases to better serve the homeless population to avoid redundancy of services and
processes.

25



PUBLIC HEALTH RESPONSE

Kings County supports increased funding for public health programs and initiatives to continue building local public
health capacity to combat and control communicable diseases. Additional ongoing resources are needed to ensure
adequate public health planning, workforce, testing and vaccine supplies, and alternative care capacity to appropriately
respond to any local, state, or global health emergency. Reliable funding is critical to preparedness for a prompt,
coordinated, and comprehensive response to new and re-emerging infectious diseases.

FEE-TO-TRUST REFORM/TRIBAL GAMING

Kings County supports federal legislation, as well as regulatory changes in the current fee-to-trust process, that would
provide an incentive for counties and tribes to enter into judicially enforceable agreements when tribes are permitted
to engage in economic development activities, including gaming. Agreements should fully mitigate local impacts from
a tribal government’s business activities and fully identify the governmental services to be provided by the county to
that tribe. In cases in which a county and tribe are unable to reach a local mitigation agreement, federal legislation/
regulations should require the Secretary of the Interior to certify that all anticipated off- reservation impacts have been
mitigated to the maximum extent practicable. The County is supportive of reforms that would protect the County’s
interests and account for any impacts on natural resources in case of a possible future expansion or new development.

PUBLIC SAFETY

Kings County opposes legislation that would prohibit a political subdivision from receiving federal justice and/or
homeland security grant funding based on noncompliance with the terms of Federal immigration law (including, but
not exclusively, 8 USC Section 1373) if such noncompliance is a consequence of being required to abide by the terms
of a statute or other legal requirement of a State with jurisdiction over that political subdivision.

The County also supports legislation and appropriations for County efforts directed at: programs that recognize the
extent of the gang and narcotics problems in our County and in the San Joaquin Valley; prevention programs that
educate youth about drugs and gangs; treatment programs; and tougher penalties for illegal-drug related crimes.

Due to cuts in the appropriation for the State Criminal Alien Assistance Program (SCAAP), along with an increasing
number of jurisdictions applying for the program, Kings County’s SCAAP allocation has fluctuated in recent years. SCAAP
partially reimburses Kings County for the significant costs of incarcerating undocumented criminals. The County
supports legislation that would reauthorize and provide adequate funding for SCAAP.

The County supports legislation that provides funding for local public safety programs, including Community Oriented
Policing Services (COPS) and for school resource deputies in rural counties. The COPS Hiring Grant program supports
up to 75 percent of an officer or deputy for three years. The maximum federal share per officer is $125,000 over a
three-year period (not $125,000 per year). Following the grant period, agencies must retain each funded position for
a minimum of 12 months. Kings County supports increasing the maximum level of funding per officer and increasing
the number of years covered by the grant.

Kings County supports legislation that provides funding, including grant opportunities, which target prevention,
response, and recovery efforts for disasters in addition to disaster preparedness, resiliency, and response programs. This
includes the SAFER grant program, which provides discretionary funding to recruit, retain, and hire firefighters, as well
as the Assistance to Firefighters Grant program, which helps fund critically needed resources to equip and train
emergency personnel. Similarly, the County supports legislation that reauthorizes, streamlines, and improves access to
Federal Emergency Management Administration grant programs andsupport.

Kings County Fire has major infrastructure needs that must be addressed to ensure effective service and protect the
public. The expansion of communication towers and receivers within the Kings County area would serve to enhance
emergency communication throughout the county. As it stands, the number one reason emergency personnel are
injured is a breakdown in communications. The current system is well maintained and monitored, but it is limited.
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Modernization, overhaul, and rebuild could provide the power and bandwidth to communicate throughout the county.

The Kings County Fire Department would like to invest and build a department fire headquarters, Emergency
Operations Center, and area unified dispatch center that modernizes our capabilities, eliminate redundancy, and drive
the department forward into capabilities that prepare us for future growth and better service to the community. The
center would serve the needs both directly and indirectly of over 153,000 people.

Kings County will work closely with the Sheriff’s Office to support federal funding opportunities that would provide
additional resources to aid in law enforcement efforts, including the purchase of vehicles, ongoing support for the Body
Worn Cameras, and video evidence/record storage.

Kings County supports providing Medicaid/Medicare/Medi-Cal reimbursement for services provided to justice-involved
individuals who are in county custody pending disposition of their case.

Pursuant to Section 1905(a)(A) of the Social Security Act, juveniles and adults housed in detention facilities are denied
federal health benefits even though they are presumed innocent under the Constitution. This policy — often referred
to as the Medicaid Inmate Exclusion Policy (MIEP) — disrupts the provision of primary and behavioral health care and
also makes it difficult to establish any continuity of care prior to release.

Kings County supports efforts that would improve care coordination for individuals suffering from mental health,
substance use and/or other chronic health conditions by allowing Medicaid payment for medical services furnished to
an incarcerated individual during the 30-day period preceding the individual’s release and allowing pretrial detainees
to receive Medicaid benefits at the option of the state. Additionally, the County supports legislation that would remove
limitations on other federal benefits — such as Medicare, Supplemental Security Income (SSl), and Children’s Health
Insurance Program (CHIP) benefits — for pre-trial inmates of jails, detention centers, and prisons.

Providing pre-trial detainees and incarcerated individuals with access to federal health benefits would improve care
coordination, decrease short-term costs to local taxpayers and long-term costs to the federal government. This change
in policy also would reduce recidivism caused or exacerbated by untreated mental illness and/or substance use
disorders, thereby improving public safety.

Support providing pre-trial detainees and incarcerated individuals with access to federal health benefits, which would
improve care coordination, decrease short-term costs to local taxpayers and long-term costs to the federal
government. This change in policy would also reduce recidivism caused or exacerbated by untreated mental illness
and/or substance use disorders, thereby improving public safety.

Kings County supports providing additional federal support for the U.S. Postal Service (USPS), including enhanced
support for mail security. Kings County residents rely on the Postal Service for deliveries of prescription medications
and other vital medical supplies, as well as mail-in ballots, and other essential items.

Kings County also supports a conviction of a felony, higher federal fines, and prison sentences for crimes involving mail
and delivery thefts from USPS, Amazon, UPS, FedEx, and other package carriers. Mail and delivery theft has been on
the rise in recent years, and the County is concerned about a more pronounced uptick in stolen mail and packages
during the pandemic.

Support increased and sustained funding for rural crime activities, such as Victims of Crime Act (VOCA), Violence Against
Women Act (VAWA), and elder abuse. Additionally, support funding for programs that supplement expenses related to
legal education credentials.

Create a new statutory scheme preventing the transportation, sale, and possession of fentanyl. Fentanyl is a highly
addictive narcotic which risks injury or death to people who come into intended and unintended contact with the toxic
substance. Fentanyl transportation and sales create a risk for law enforcement agents who attempt to apprehend

narcotics dealers and confiscate controlled substances laced with fentanyl.

Oppose efforts to withhold federal funding to the County pursuant to cooperation with federal immigration authorities.
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TELECOMMUNICATIONS/INTEROPERABILITY/BROADBAND

Kings County supports funding for first responder infrastructure upgrades and/or repair, such as repeater site
restoration and upgrades. Dedicated funding has not been set aside since 2007 with the Public Safety Interoperability
Communications grant, and systems are aging with no replacement funds in sight. Categorical funding, such as
Homeland Security funding, is allocated in one-time amounts that are not sufficient to completely convert our local
systems.

The County also supports implementation of and continued funding for the U.S. Department of Commerce’s Broadband
Equity, Access, and Deployment (BEAD) program grants. Communities and outlying areas are in great need of
broadband infrastructure to bring and enhance much needed services in the area of education, public safety, economic
development, and for medical purposes. Broadband connection rates need to be reasonable in order to be competitive
for local government use.

Support funding for the “Final Mile” program which is an initiative that looks to build the physical infrastructure needed
to deliver high-speed internet directly to individual homes and business.

Likewise, Kings County supports funding for the U.S. Department of Agriculture to provide reliable and affordable high-
speed internet e-Connectivity, which is fundamental for economic activity throughout the United States. Access to high-
speed internet is vital for a diverse set of industries, including agricultural production, manufacturing, and acts as a
catalyst for rural prosperity by enabling efficient, modern communications between rural American households,
schools, and healthcare centers as well as markets and customers around the world.

The County also supports legislative efforts to maintain current levels of funding for the implementation of universal
service and library connectivity discount provisions E-Rate (Telecommunications Act of 1996, allowing any
communications business to compete in any market against any other). The County also supports expansion of
provisions to other governmental agencies.

Kings County supports the deployment and availability of emerging technologies, such as small cell 5G, to rural areas of
the nation to ensure equitable economic and educational opportunities for all. By preserving the long-standing, existing
local zoning authorities of counties and other local governments in the deployment process, Kings County can ensure
that the publicinterest is being served by communications providers regardless of the delivery platform. County officials
can also fulfill their responsibilities as trustees of public property and as protectors of public safety and welfare during
this deployment process.

The County also supports local decision-making and accountability and opposes actions that would preempt or limit the
zoning and siting authority of local governments. For example, Kings County supports legislative efforts that would
nullify the Federal Communication Commission’s 2018 wireless infrastructure rule (83 Fed Reg. 51867). Among other
things, the Commission’s rule preempts local government authority to regulate 5G deployments by restricting the
timeframes for the review of small-cell applications and places limitations on the level of compensation that localities
can receive from siting the technology.

Kings County supports programs, like the State and Local Cybersecurity Grant Programs, that provide federal funding
to local governments to address cybersecurity risks.

Support thew continuation or creation of a permanent broadband affordability program to provide low-income
residents with connectivity.
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HUMAN SERVICES

Kings County supports federal Title IV-E reform to eliminate the linkage between Aid to Families with Dependent
Children (AFDC) 1996 eligibility requirements and the Title IV-E Federal payments for Foster Care. All children served
by the Child Welfare System or placed in Foster Care should be eligible for Federal Title IV-E funding. Currently, 350
youth are served by the Kings County Child Welfare System; of those 260 are placed in out of home care. While the
county is legally obligated to pay for placement and services costs for all of these kids, approximately 35% of children
are not eligible for federal funding and therefore are fully funded with local funds. This is due to a requirement that
federal reimbursement is only available for kids whose families meet the 1996 AFDC program eligibility. As a result,
there is an annual cost shift of approximately $2.7 Million from Federal government to the County that negatively
impacts the County’s ability to meet its basic obligation to this population or to provide other basic safety services.

Support retaining the entitlement nature of the Title IV-E foster care and adoption assistance programs and eliminate
outdated rules that base the child’s eligibility for such support on parental income and circumstances.

Support amendments to the Family First Prevention Services Act (FFPSA) to better align the FFPSA with California’s
Continuum of Care Reform initiatives and prevention services provided by the state, including the provisions in the
enacted 2019 Family First Transition Act.

Support change in regulation or legislation a provision to exempt Qualified Residential Treatment Programs (QRTPs)
from the Institution for Mental Diseases (IMD) exclusion, which prohibits Medicaid reimbursement in facilities of more
than 16 beds.

Support increased federal funding for services and income support needed by parents seeking to reunify with their
children in foster care.

Support increased federal funding to recruit, retain and support foster families.

Support legislative or regulatory changes to allow for virtual visits via Zoom or other secure virtual platforms with non-
minor youth in the extended foster care program when the youth is attending college or living in another state or out
of country as an alternative to monthly, in-person visits.

Oppose efforts to reduce or block grant federal funding for Medicaid/Medi-Cal administration or benefits, including
efforts to place a per-capita cap on funding, or limiting the ability of states to leverage funds through assessments on
providers or use of intergovernmental transfers or certified public expenditures as a financial match for Medicaid.
Oppose additional eligibility restrictions for Medicaid.

Support increased appropriations for the Elder Justice Act to support state and county adult protective service
programs.

With regard to the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) program, Kings County supports increased federal
funding and support for TANF/CalWORKs subsidized employment programs and for the ability of states to provide and
receive federal support for vocational education and career technical training for longer than 12 months.

CHILD SUPPORT SERVICES

Kings County supports Child Support as a social safety net for children and parents by providing adequate funding to
local child support services programs to help support family financial stability.

Support efforts that facilitate family access to program services, remove barriers to access, and ease administrative
burdens, while preserving local control and local child support agencies' (LCSAs) ability to utilize effective, equitable,
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and flexible collection tools and methods. Support efforts that promote increased access to program services, the
elimination of barriers to those services, and the expansion of supportive services. Maintain the discretion to
appropriately design and manage the delivery of the child support program at the local level, while maintaining close
partnership with the federal government. Support the continued ability to use effective, equitable, and flexible
collection tools and methods to support families.

Increase public and community awareness of child support and foster strategic partnerships at all levels of government.
Partner with the Legislature in the legislative and policy making process. Support efforts that advance the child support
program as a critical safety net service leading to family financial stability.

Support efforts to expand sharing of information through local agency collaboration and automating data exchange to
enhance services to families. Support the facilitation of increased data sharing between LCSAs and partner agencies for
improved outcomes for families. Increase the capacity to collect and analyze accurate demographic data to ensure
equity within the program.

BEHAVIORAL HEALTH

The County supports Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) waivers expanding Medicaid payments to cover
Board & Care facilities for adults with severe mental illness (SMI) which is a crucial step towards improving mental
health care and reducing overall healthcare costs in California. This approach recognizes that stable housing is
fundamental to effective treatment and recovery for individuals with SMI. At the federal level, amending the Social
Security Act to include these facilities as reimbursable under Medicaid would acknowledge the critical role of housing
in mental health treatment. This change could lead to significant cost savings by reducing expensive emergency
department visits and hospitalizations, which are common among individuals with untreated SMI. Creating a
specialized waiver program, similar to the Assisted Living Waiver, would provide a targeted approach to addressing the
unique needs of this population. Modifying the Institution for Mental Diseases (IMD) exclusion to exempt Board & Care
facilities for adults with SMI would remove a significant barrier to care. Currently, the IMD exclusion prohibits Medicaid
reimbursement for certain residential mental health facilities, limiting access to necessary care for many individuals
with SMI.

Kings County supports legislation and/or federal budget actions that would modify the Institution for Mental Diseases
(IMD) exclusion. The IMD exclusion, part of the Social Security Act since 1965, prohibits federal Medicaid funding for
care provided to most patients in mental health and substance use disorder residential treatment facilities with more
than 16 beds. This restriction severely limits the ability of states to provide comprehensive behavioral health services
to Medicaid beneficiaries aged 21-64. The bed capacity needs to be increased above 16, allowing larger facilities to fall
outside the scope of the exclusion and expand treatment capacity to better meet the severe bed shortage faced in
California that is only projected to grow. Additionally, substance use disorders need to be excluded from the definition
of mental disease for IMD determination purposes, enabling more facilities to provide SUD treatment under Medicaid.
These changes would significantly improve access to inpatient mental health and substance use disorder treatment for
Medicaid beneficiaries aged 21-64, addressing a critical gap in the continuum of care.

HEALTH

Kings County supports a varied policy agenda addressing the prevention of chronic disease and promotion of wellness.
Specifically, the County supports a dedicated federal funding stream to fund preventive health services or activities that
improve community health outcomes for public health prevention and wellness, including necessary staffing and
administrative oversight; flexibility for California to design prevention programs to take advantage of California’s state
and local health department strengths and encourage the provision of equitable base funding to state and local health
departments with additional funding available on a competitive basis; improvement of nutrition, obesity and fitness
education programs, as well as health literacy in California’s population; an increase in access to healthy foods and a
decrease in access to unhealthy foods and beverages; and a reduction in food insecurity.
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Kings County supports legislation that would enhance the provision of emergency and/or trauma services and increased
funding for the various components of emergency and trauma care systems, including operations, equipment,
infrastructure, ancillary services, public health interventions, and physician reimbursements.

Kings County supports efforts that would ensure that any potential reforms of health and welfare entitlement programs
do not shift additional cost burdens from the federal government or state to the counties.

The County opposes efforts to reduce state and federal funding streams, which would shift costs to local health
departments.

The County also opposes any effort to reduce or divert funds from the Prevention and Public Health Fund (PPHF). The
PPHF, which was created by Section 4002 of the Affordable Care Act, is the nation’s first mandatory funding stream
dedicated to improving our nation’s public health, enabling local health departments to augment, expand, or create
chronic disease programs addressing community needs.

As the County continues to deal with the impacts of the H5N1 virus, oppose reductions to the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC) emergency preparedness grant. Additionally, sustained funding and legislation is needed
for public health emergency preparedness, response, and recovery from natural and man-made disasters, such as
extreme temperatures, flood, drought, pandemic/emerging infectious disease, and bioterrorism.

Support growth and sustainability in the Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC). The
WIC program ensures access to adequate nutrition for pregnant women and children ages 0-5, and provides nutrition
education for parents so that their child/children can have a healthy start. There are currently over 8,000 participants
who meet the income criteria for eligibility for this program in Kings County.

Support policy and sustained funding for childhood and adult vaccination programs. Kings County residents experience
a higher burden of preventative diseases. Early childhood immunizations are a method for reducing the burden of
preventative disease in our our most vulnerable populations, our children and the elderly. A reduction in funding and
services for immunizations would significantly impact the health and welfare of the residents of Kings County.

Support policies, legislation, and funding to Maternal Child Health programs. Kings County is impacted with significant
disparities and poor birth outcomes in our Maternal Child and Adolescent Health population. The Health Resources &
Services Administration (HRSA) provides funding to the state and locals for the provision of MCAH services. We would
support policy and legislation to sustain funding for these programs that would impact a disparate and vulnerable
population in our county.

MILITARY & VETERANS CODE

Kings County supports legislation that would provide increased access for County Veterans Service Offices (CVSO) to
Veterans Affairs (VA) information systems (i.e., Veterans Benefits Management System, Veterans Appeals Control and
Locator System, Modern Award Processing - Development, etc.) for use in developing and monitoring claims submitted
on behalf of veterans. County Veterans Service Offices (CVSOs) are local government agencies responsible for assisting
veterans, their dependents, and their survivors in obtaining benefits to which they may be entitled. As such, CVSOs
need maximum possible access, regardless of VA Power-of-Attorney (POA), to VA client and claims databases. Enhancing
this access would result in better and timelier services to claimants and reduce the workload in VA call centers.

The County supports legislative, regulatory, and/or policy changes that would create a federal/state/local government
partnership to reduce the VA veteran’s claims backlog and expand outreach services to veterans. VA has expressed the
belief that one important way to reduce the unacceptable claims backlog is the initial submission of more fully
completed claims packages. Individual claimants are unfamiliar with the requirements of the VA claims system. This is
crucial to protect veterans from predatory schemes that exploit their need for service.

Accordingly, it is necessary to have competent, trained intermediaries, such as CVSO, participate in the preparation
and submission of claims. Many CVSOs do not have the resources to do the community outreach that would enable
themto reach the maximum possible number of benefit claimants. Federal/state/local partnerships will enable State and
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County veterans service programs to reach and assist more claimants thus helping to reduce the chronic VA claims
backlog.

Support the implementation of and proper funding for the Dole Act which would, among other things, expand economic
opportunities for veterans, simplify the veterans disability claims process, reform services for aging veterans, and open
more doors for mental health support.

Support legislation requiring US Department of Veterans Affairs (USDVA) accreditation in order for
individuals/organizations to represent veterans to the USDVA in the benefit/claims process.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

Kings County supports maximum funding for the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program. Our County
utilizes these program funds with increasing success - to improve unincorporated community infrastructure, provide
better housing conditions, and enhance quality of life opportunities to Kings County residents. CDBG funding has been
routinely used for first-time home buyers’ loans since the late 1990's, as well as owner-occupied rehabilitation projects
throughout the County since the mid-1970's. Having a local reserve of program income is crucial to the sustainability
of the housing rehab program. Kings County supports legislation and funding opportunities that would allow flexible
use of the CDBG program income for continued program costs without risking a non-entitled jurisdiction’s eligibility for
future grants. Alternatively, the County supports the creation of dedicated funding to support the continuance of
housing rehabilitation programs to restore existing dilapidated housing to improve neighborhoods. Kings County also
supports affordable home insurance options to support such developments. The County opposes the use of entitlement
jurisdictions in community development funding, which automatically allocate federal funding to county
unincorporated areas with populations of 200,000 or more and send the balance to the State for the State to allocate.

Support funding for infrastructure improvements on the electric grid, grid resiliency, water conveyance, broadband,
communications systems, and EV chargers and battery storage.

USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT

Kings County supports legislation and/or administrative action that would expand the eligibility requirements for
USDA’s Rural Development Communities Facilities programs. Specifically, the County supports increasing the
population threshold used to determine whether communities are eligible for such grants and loans. Eligibility
expansion should also exclude prison inmates from population thresholds.

Federal funding assistance criteria through the USDA is often too restrictive to qualify. The County supports more
monetary assistance over loan programs. Support increased access to localized disaster relief funding.

WORKFORCE INNOVATION & OPPORTUNITY ACT (WIOA) PROGRAMS

Kings County supports full funding for local Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA) programs, especially
considering the recent business closures. Funding levels have not kept up with inflation for well over a decade. WIOA's
business-led local effort, combined with the unique Economic Development/Workforce setup that Kings County enjoys,
has resulted in a critical onramp to the local economy for effective change and growth. Reduced allocations limit the
ability to provide this assistance to businesses, especially in years of economic turmoil. Support local control and
flexibility of WIOA programming to better serve the needs within the county’s workforce.

Support evolving workforces/industries as agribusiness impacts are realized due to SGMA regulations and legislation
and biological opinions that limit water deliveries south of the Delta. Support start-up, growth, and sustainability
funding for evolving industries.

Oppose regionalization and preserve local control over program funding and grant initiatives. In regionalized efforts,
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large counties tend to receive larger shares of funding, leaving small rural counties like Kings seeing inequitable
allocations or no allocations at all.

Oppose unfunded mandates related to the State’s implementation of their Master Plan for Education. Also, support
federal investments in apprenticeships, in-depth community needs assessments, and stakeholder meetings necessary
before implementation of the Master Plan for Education.

TRANSPORTATION

Kings County supports legislation to restore Highway Trust Fund solvency in order to fund major programs important to
Kings County. Pursuant to the 2021 Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (llJA: P.L. 117-58), options for stabilizing
Highway Trust Fund revenues will be examined by a new Federal System Funding Alternative Advisory Board, which,
among other things, will establish a pilot program to demonstrate the effectiveness of a national vehicle miles traveled
(VMT) user fee.

Kings County also supports legislative efforts that would:

e prioritize formula over discretionary or competitive allocation to programs.

e ensure set asides for smaller Metropolitan Areas and Rural Areas as part of major programs.

e ensure set asides for Small Projects.

e maintain flexibility and authority for Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs).

e eliminate “new non-Federal Revenue” requirements or programs that rely on a substantial local match.

e add new funding mechanisms from a ten percent tax on bike tires and electric vehicle batteries and
eliminate the fuel tax subsidy fortransit.

e increase flexibility for states and local governments to improve their systems with multimodal
infrastructure, including public transportation and rail, active transportation, and technology and system
management.

e implementthe exceptions to Buy America proposed previously by FHWA in Federal rulemaking and reinstate
the waiver process to ensure transportation projects are progressing without significant delays. Additionally,
Kings County supports developing clear guidelines on exceptions at the Federal level to create a consistent
nationwide application of rules and reduce the burden, delays and resources expended over small
percentages of materials.

e identify and quantify the most crucial elements of a pilot program for the next transportation bill to assist
with maintaining those farm-to-market routes deemed crucial for interstate commerce.

e exempt the maintenance of existing public works facilities/infrastructure from permit requirements under
the Endangered Species Act.

o reform the National Highway Freight Program to include eligibility more clearly for investment in integrated
freight management solutions and freight safety programs, including for emergency responders.

e increase funding to enhance and sustain rail operations including the movement of freight within and
through the County.

Kings County supports funding to assist with the movement of goods on State Route 198 (SR198). The County is a
primary transportation and logistics corridor for California, connecting the major markets located in the Bay Area and
Los Angeles. Most recently, site selectors have rated the California Central Valley as the #3-growth market in the nation.
It is critical that infrastructure be updated to facilitate the future growth of this corridor to accommodate this growth.
Highway 198 is a major artery connecting the North/South logistics routes represented by I-5 and Highway 99, and
provides direct logistical support to essential defense infrastructure at NAS Lemoore. Widening approximately 20 miles
of SR198 will assist with goods movement to NAS Lemoore, as well as the Central Valley of California.

Kings County supports any move by NAS Lemoore to expand additional runway construction to support the aging
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airstrips currently being used. This is due to the addition of F-35C Lightning Il Joint Strike Fighter squadrons.
Additionally, the County supports funding for other infrastructure expansions such as roads and water projects.

Finally, Kings County supports implementation of an environmental reciprocity program that would allow the State of
California and local transportation agencies to conduct environmental reviews and make approvals for transportation
projects under State environmental laws and regulations instead of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).

Kings County was severely impacted by the flooding events of 2023 and continues to deal with the negative impacts on
critical infrastructure and industries. Support revisions to the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s (FEMA)
threshold definitions to ensure support for rural communities impacted by disasters. As local disasters can have impacts
throughout the nation (such as agricultural export impacts due to floods and droughts), support FEMA funding for local
disasters.

TAX EXEMPT BONDS

Kings County supports efforts to protect the municipal bond and private activity bonds (PAB) tax exemption, as well as
legislation that would restore the exemption for advance refundingbonds.

Municipal bonds and PABs are critical financing tools used by state and local governments to finance public capital
improvements and public infrastructure projects, which are essential for creating jobs, sustaining economic growth,
and improving the quality of life for Americans in every corner of this country. Because investors are not required to
pay federal income tax on interest earned from most bonds issued by state and local governments, localities ultimately
receive a lower interest rate on their borrowing than they would if their interest were taxable to investors.

The 2017 tax reform law fully preserves the tax-exempt status of municipal bonds and PABs. However, it eliminated the
tax exemption for advance refunding bonds, which counties use to refinance outstanding bonds to take advantage of
better terms andrates.

INSTITUTE OF MUSEUM & LIBRARY SERVICES

Support and Advocacy for public library funding to renovate library facilities for ADA improvements, technology
infrastructure, and literacy. Building sustainable 21st Century Libraries should be of the upmost importance.
Strategically planning for an expanded infrastructure can cultivate informed citizens, offer emotional support and
mental health extensions, improve impoverished regions, and guide economic growth. At the Federal level the
American Library Association, United for Libraries, and Association of Rural and Special Libraries are strong in advocacy
efforts. However, the Kings County Library is asking for extended support to strengthen efforts that would have a
positive outcome for our diverse population served through our library system of seven branches and one mobile
library.

Kings County supports the continuation of federal funding for the Institute of Museum and Library Services, which
administers the Library Services Technology Act (LSTA). LSTA grants are awarded by the California State Library to
eligible local libraries, including the Kings County Library.

The Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS) brings designated federal funding into the State of California to
support public libraries and museums. The California State Library administers these funds through the Library Services
and Technology Act (LSTA). Our County Library and our library cooperative, the San Joaquin Valley Library System, is
highly dependent on this funding source to offset any gaps in local funding for LSTA supported priorities such as eBooks,
staff education, digitization, electronic resources and other well-defined statewide programs and initiatives.

The County supports policies that maintain robust and stable funding levels for the E-rate program, a significant source
of support for library technology needs. In addition, the Board supports legislation and policies that aim to improve
access to the E-rate program and empower libraries to provide online opportunities for all Americans. Finally, the
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County supports continued efforts of the FCC to make the E-rate application process and other E-rate processes fast,
simple, and efficient.

Support the Federal Communications Commission's (FCC) continued efforts to provide an E-Rate program that makes
telecommunications and information services more affordable for schools and libraries. The funding from the Universal
Service Fund E-Rate provides discounts for telecommunications, internet access, and internal connections to eligible
schools and libraries, which has come to substantial savings to our Kings County Library system of seven branches. The
ongoing efforts of innovative digital learning technologies and the need to connect the public to academic support and
career opportunities, which fulfill life-long learning, and the information access require a steady and sustainable
network of adequate bandwidth for both schools and libraries. The FCC has worked to reframe the traditional E-Rate
of legacy telecommunications services to broadband, with a goal to significantly expand Wi-Fi access. The steps to
modernize the program are helping E-Rate keep pace with the need for increased Internet access within the State of
California and across the nation.

NUTRITION ASSISTANCE

Kings County supports efforts to improve food security and augment federal investments in the Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program (SNAP).

The County opposes efforts to block grant, or otherwise limit the federal contribution to SNAP/CalFresh. The County
supports increased federal funding for SNAP Employment and Training (E&T). The County opposes lifetime bans on
SNAP/CalFresh assistance for ex-felons who have served their prison sentence. The County opposes federal mandates
to require states to increase SNAP/CalFresh work requirements. The County supports legislation and removing
regulatory barriers to expand SNAP/CalFresh eligibility for students enrolled at institutions of higher education.

The County supports increasing access to healthy foods through vouchers such as through USDA’s fresh fruit and
vegetable program.

Kings County supports continued funding for the Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children
(WIC). The WIC program ensures access to adequate nutrition for pregnant women and children ages 0-5, and provides
nutrition education for parents so that their child/children can have a healthy start. There are currently over 8,000
participants who meet the income criteria for eligibility for this program in Kings County.

AFFORDABLE CHILD CARE

Kings County supports legislation that increases access to the Head Start program and to affordable, high-quality
childcare and early learning programs.

Childcare is essential to economic recovery and development. For families to continue to work, the fragile childcare
infrastructure must be bolstered. In California, many families no longer qualify for the Head Start program due to its
insufficient income eligibility standards and the rising minimum wage. Access to federally funded childcare programs
must match the conditions Kings County families are experiencing. Legislation to broaden eligibility and access to high-
quality, affordable childcare and early learning programs, and increase childcare workers’ compensation and
professional development opportunities, isneeded.

HUMAN RESOURCES

Kings County supports legislation that will expand the Family Medical Leave Act definition of family relationships to be
consistent with that of the state’s family medical leaves to avoid the duplication of leaves.

ELECTIONS

Kings County supports legislation that will fund elections infrastructure to enable adequate compliance of current state
and federal codes.
Kings County supports efforts to expand protections for election workers and polling locations against threats of
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violence and harassment.
Opposed unfunded election mandates or unfunded elections.

Pursue and support any sources of potential election funding to include the support of any bills that allows for local
election officials to charge the Federal and State agencies for the administration of their elections.

Support modifications to AB 1450: Assist counties with modifying existing law as it pertains to current Voters’ Choice
Act (VCA) code. Allow counties flexibility to implement an election model that is beneficial to their respective county.

Support funding for election security and infrastructure.

IMMIGRATION

In response to labor shortages in agriculture, support programs, such as the H-2A Temporary Agricultural Workers visa
program, to ensure there are opportunities for those to engage in agricultural work legally, and support legislation that
provides labor protections for those performing agricultural work, regardless of their immigration status.

Support legislation that would create a pathway for undocumented agricultural workers and residents to gain legal
residency status and provide a pathway to citizenship.

Support the enforcement of existing immigration law in a matter compliant with the law, responsive to community
needs and public safety, affording due process and legal protections undocumented individuals are otherwise entitled
to.

Support legislation to modify the California Values Act (SB 54). Specifically, expand the exceptions under SB 54 to allow
local law enforcement to collaborate with Federal Partners on immigration status of persons encountered, such as in
notifying immigration agents of a person’s release date and allowing transfers into immigration agent custody.

Oppose efforts that categorize a person’s undocumented status as being a criminal, and focus enforcement
prioritization on those who are alleged, convicted of, or have committed violent crimes, sexual assault, drug offenses,
driving under the influence, petty theft, burglary, vandalism, and other crimes, affording due process and legal
protections undocumented individuals are otherwise entitled to.
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COUNTY OF KINGS
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

GOVERNMENT CENTER HANFORD, CALIFORNIA 93230 (559) 852-2362
Catherine Venturella, Clerk of the Board of Supervisors

AGENDA ITEM
February 25, 2025

SUBMITTED BY: Administration — Kyria Martinez/Veronica Mello
SUBJECT: RESOLUTION FOR BLACK HISTORY MONTH

SUMMARY:

Overview:

February serves as a time for the nation to celebrate and recognize black history, struggles, culture,
progress and contribution in the country. Celebrating such vibrant history also serves the country to better
understand where it’s been and grow as a people from the decisions made in the past, continually striving
for the foundational idea that all were created equal.

Recommendation:
Adopt a Resolution proclaiming February 2025 as Black History Month in Kings County.

Fiscal Impact:
None.

BACKGROUND:

Black History Month is the annual celebration of achievements by African Americans and a time for recognizing
their central role in the nation’s history. What started as “Negro History Week,” the brainchild of noted historian
Carter G. Woodson and other prominent African Americans, Black History Month has grown within a range of
ritualistic acknowledgement, to passionate, culture-driven acclamation. Since 1976, every United States president
has officially designated the month of February as Black History Month. On January 31, 2025, President Donald
Trump followed suit and designated February 2025 as National Black History Month, and added, “Throughout
our history, black Americans have been among our country’s most consequential leaders, shaping the cultural and
political destiny of our Nation in profound ways.” Community members and leaders are encouraged to educate
themselves on the topics of Black accomplishments, hardships, contributions, and achievements made throughout
the county, state, and country.

(Cont’d)

BOARD ACTION: APPROVED AS RECOMMENDED: OTHER:

I hereby certify that the above order was passed and adopted
on , 2025.
CATHERINE VENTURELLA, Clerk to the Board

By , Deputy.
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This act of compassion and community will create educational equity, economic equality, social justice, and
cultural appreciation. The community is encouraged to devoutly employ themselves to celebrating, reckoning,
honoring, confronting, rectifying, rejoicing, learning, appreciating, and amplifying all that is Black History. Let
it be so vivid and loud, that it can be heard throughout every month, for years to come.



BEFORE THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
OF THE COUNTY OF KINGS, STATE OF CALIFORNIA

skeskeosk skeskeosk skeskosk

IN THE MATTER OF PROCLAIMING RESOLUTION NO.

FEBRUARY 2025 AS BLACK HISTORY
MONTH IN KINGS COUNTY

WHEREAS, Black History Month is an annual celebration observed in February each
year;

WHEREAS, the origins of Black History Month date back to 1915 when Dr. Carter G.
Woodson founded the organization known today as the Association for the Study of African
American Life and History;

WHEREAS, observing Black History Month provides opportunities to gain a deeper
understanding of African American history and acknowledge the centuries of struggles for
equality and freedom;

WHEREAS, Black History Month also celebrates the achievements and contributions
that African Americans have made in shaping our country, society, and communities;

WHEREAS, every year, the Association for the Study of African American Life and
History sets a theme for Black History Month, and the theme for 2025 is, “African Americans
and Labor”;

WHEREAS, this year’s Black History Month theme focuses on the various and profound
ways that work and working of all kinds — free and unfree, skilled and unskilled, vocational and
voluntary — intersect with the collective experiences of Black people and the transformational
work being done throughout the U.S., Africa, and the Diaspora; and

WHEREAS, to participate in observing Black History Month, those interested can visit
www.asalh.org to learn more about the origins of the month, this year’s theme, and African
American history.

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED in recognition of African
Americans, past and present, the Board of Supervisors of the County of Kings hereby proclaims
February 2025 as

BLACK HISTORY MONTH

in Kings County and encourages everyone to observe this month by acknowledging the history
and challenges faced by African Americans, and paying tribute to this community for its
strength, perseverance, character, and contributions, all of which enrich our lives.



The foregoing resolution was adopted upon motion by Supervisor ,
seconded by Supervisor , at a regular meeting held on the 25th day of
February, 2025, by the following vote:

AYES: None
NOES: None
ABSENT: None
ABSTAIN: None

By:

Chairman of the Board of Supervisors
County of Kings, State of California

WITNESS my hand and seal of said Board of Supervisors, this 25th day of February, 2025.

By:

Clerk of said Board of Supervisors

4901-7101-1870 v.1.docx



COUNTY OF KINGS
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

GOVERNMENT CENTER HANFORD, CALIFORNIA 93230 (559) 852-2362
Catherine Venturella, Clerk of the Board of Supervisors

AGENDA ITEM
February 25, 2025

SUBMITTED BY: Administration — Kyria Martinez/Gisselle Coyt
SUBJECT: KINGS COUNTY MAJOR CRIMES TASK FORCE-STUDY SESSION

SUMMARY:

Overview:

The Kings County Major Crimes Task Force (MCTF) is a multi-agency coalition dedicated to
investigating, preventing, and prosecuting major crimes, including gang violence, narcotic trafficking,
and human trafficking, within Kings County. Originally established as the Narcotics Task Force (NTF)
and Gang Task Force (GTF), the MCTF evolved to expand its scope to include a broader range of major
crimes. During the February 4, 2025 Board meeting, the Board directed staff to present a study session
on the MCTF.

Recommendation:
Receive an overview of the Kings County Major Crimes Task Force.

Fiscal Impact:

All participating agencies in the MCTF are responsible for an equal share of the clerical duties of the
MCTF. In fiscal year 2024-25, each participants’ share of clerical costs are about $20,550. All other
operational staff expenses are the responsibility of the participating agency. The activities of the MCTF
are allocated within multiple budget units across the District Attorney’s Office, the Sheriff’s Office, and
Probation. MCTF activities in the District Attorney’s Office are accounted for in Budget Unit 216000
(DA — Prosecution) and has a budget of $8,578,135 with a Net County Cost to the General Fund of
$5,745,210. Of that budget, about $156,991 is attributed to MCTF activities via the cost of 1.0
operations full-time equivalent (FTE) District Attorney Investigator Il and a share of MCTF clerical
duties in the Sheriff’s Office. Clerical MCTF activities of 1.0 FTE Office Assistant III are accounted for
in the Sheriff’s Office in Budget Unit 221200 (Sheriff — MCTF) with a budget of $120,599. There is a
Net County Cost to the General Fund of $19,218 after shared clerical cost are applied to the District

(Cont’d)
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on , 2025.
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By , Deputy.
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Attorney’s Office and Probation and also collected from the active participating agencies. The Sheriff’s
Office also accounts for some MCTF activities in Budget Unit 222000 (Sheriff — Operations) which has
an overall budget of $17,805,140 and has a Net County Cost to the General Fund of $ 13,657,177. Of
that budget, about $681,489 is attributed to MCTF activities via the cost of 1.0 FTE Sheriff Sergeant, 3.0
FTE Deputy Sheriff IIs, and 1.0 FTE Senion Deputy Sheriff. Lastly, MCTF activities in Probation are
accounted for in Budget Unit 234000 (Probation — Administration) with a budget of $7,835,813 and a
Net County Cost to the General Fund of $ 6,757,632, of which about $138,159 is attributed to MCTF
activities for the cost of 1.0 FTE Deputy Probation Officer II and Probation’s share of MCTF clerical
activities.

BACKGROUND:

The KCMCTF is a multi-agency collaboration focused on the investigation, prevention and prosecution of gang
activity, narcotic trafficking, human trafficking, and other major crimes within Kings County. The task force
ensures coordinated gang and narcotic enforcement while fostering intelligence-sharing among participating
law enforcement agencies. The MCTF also prioritizes forming community partnerships with schools, nonprofit
organizations, and local businesses to enhance public awareness regarding the dangers of gang participation and
drug related activities.

The NTF and the GTF were consolidated into the MCTF on July 1, 2019, to create a more unified and effective
response to criminal activity across the county. This merger further strengthened the task force’s capacity to
address complex, multi-faceted criminal operations within the region.

The MCTF initially included multiple agencies such as the Kings County Sheriff’s Office, Kings County
District Attorney’s Office, Kings County Probation Department, California Highway Patrol, Hanford Police
Department, Corcoran Police Department, Lemoore Police Department and Avenal Police Department. The
Corcoran Police Department left the MCTF in 2021. Currently, the Avenal Police Department does not have
dedicated operational staff assigned to the MCTF, however they continue to pay their cost share of clerical
expenses for the MCTF and participate in MCTF activities. All other agencies remain active participants in the
MCTF and continue to contribute financially to the clerical duties of the MCTF in addition to operational FTE.

Participating agencies within the MCTF focus on enforcing laws related to gang violence and narcotics, as
outlined in California’s Health and Safety Code and applicable federal statutes. The coordinated efforts of the
MCTF enhance public safety by targeting individuals involved in violent and drug-related offense, ensuring a
safer community.
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What is the Kings County Major Crimes Task Force (MCTF)?

* Multi-agency coalition dedicated to investigating, preventing,
and prosecuting major crimes
* Gang violence
* Narcotic trafficking
* Human trafficking

* Consolidation of the Narcotics Task Force and Gang Task
Force in 2019
* More unified and effective response across the county

* Enhanced the capacity to address complex, multi-faceted criminal
operations in the region



MCTF Duties and Priorities

* Duties
* Intelligence sharing

* Coordinated gang, narcotic, and human trafficking enforcement
* Forming community partnerships with schools, non-profit

organizations, and local businesses

* Aims to enhance public awareness regarding the dangers and impacts of gang
participation, drug-related, and human trafficking activities

* Targeted efforts help ensure a safer community



Participating Agencies

* Kings County
* Sheriff’s Office
* District Attorney’s Office
* Probation
* Cities
* Hanford Police Department
e Corcoran Police Department (separated from the MCTF in 2021)
* Lemoore Police Department
e Avenal Police Department

* *California Highway Patrol

* Volunteered managerial role



Importance of Participation

* Centralizing expertise on major crimes and criminal
organizations

* Daily connections through ongoing investigations/conversations
* Vital intelligence sharing

* Decentralized criminal organizations/activity in the region
* Crimes and organizations intersect all jurisdictions in Kings County
due to smaller geographical size

* Participating agency staffing shortages can be addressed by
support from other participating agencies when needed



Statistics

2020
* 163 Reports = 95 Gang Enhancement Charges
* 101 Subpoenas, 129 Arrests
* Seized 10,196.76g of drugs, 1,259 marijuana plants, 17 firearms

2021
* 232 Reports = 60 Gang Enhancement Charges
* 201 Subpoenas, 85 Arrests
* Seized 30,000g+ of drugs, 410 pills, 178 bags of cannabis edibles, 400 marijuana plants, 28 firearms

2022
» 229 Reports > 23 Gang Profile Packets
* 120 Subpoenas, 132 Arrests
* Seized 5,342.36g of drugs, 628 marijuana plants, 28 firearms

2023
» 189 Reports = 30 Gang Profile Packets
* 107 Subpoenas, 86 Arrests
* Seized 2,118.20g of drugs, 140 pills, 39 firearms



Statistics (Cont’d)

* Last 5 Years...
* Prosecuted 19 homicides

* 2022 and 2023...

e Operation Moovin’ Out

* Wiretap op targeting the Crip Criminal Street Gang
* Murder, assault, human trafficking, illegal gun possession, drug trafficking
* 18 arrests

* 2024...

e Operation Royal Flush
* Wiretap op targeting the Norteno Criminal Street Gang
* Murder, assault, drug trafficking, illegal gun sales
* 20 arrests



Questions/Comments




COUNTY OF KINGS
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

GOVERNMENT CENTER HANFORD, CALIFORNIA 93230 (559) 852-2362
Catherine Venturella, Clerk of the Board of Supervisors

AGENDA ITEM
February 25, 2025

SUBMITTED BY: District Attorney — Sarah Hacker
SUBJECT: PROPOSED LETTER TO THE HANFORD CITY COUNCIL

SUMMARY:

Overview:

The Kings County District Attorney’s Office is seeking the Board’s approval of correspondence to the
Hanford City Council requesting their intervention in the matter of the Hanford Police Department’s
(HPD) decision to withdrawal from the Major Crimes Task Force (MCTF).

Recommendation:
Authorize the Chairman to sign a letter to the Hanford City Council supporting their intervention
in the Hanford Police Department’s decision to withdrawal from the Major Crimes Task Force.

Fiscal Impact:
No fiscal impact to the General Fund.

BACKGROUND:

On January 28, 2025, HPD Chief sent notice to all Kings County law enforcement agencies that HPD will be
withdrawing from the MCTF, a multi-agency law enforcement unit dedicated to combat gang, narcotics, and
human trafficking crimes. MCTF has served throughout Kings County for approximately 50 years, and as the
largest municipality and county seat, HPD has been a valued contributor to MCTF.

MCTF has led a county-wide effort at gang and narcotics interdiction throughout the county. In the last 5 years

(Cont’d)

BOARD ACTION: APPROVED AS RECOMMENDED: OTHER:

I hereby certify that the above order was passed and adopted
on , 2025.
CATHERINE VENTURELLA, Clerk to the Board

By , Deputy.
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alone, MCTF members assisted in the investigation and prosecution of 19 homicides throughout Kings County
with 8 of those homicides occurring in Hanford. In 2022 and 2023, MCTF conducted Operation Moovin Out, a
wiretap operation targeting members of the Crip Criminal Street Gang who engaged in a pattern of criminal
conduct including murder, assault, human trafficking, illegal gun possession, and drug trafficking.

During Operation Moovin Out, MCTF arrested 18 suspects involved in criminal conduct relating to the Crips.
In 2024, MCTF conducted Operation Royal Flush, a wiretap operation targeting members of the Norteno
Criminal Street Gang who engaged in a pattern of criminal behavior to include murder, assault, drug trafficking,
and illegal gun sales. During Operation Royal Flush, MCTF arrested 20 suspects associated with the Nortenos
who were committing crime in Hanford or who resided in Hanford. These are only some of the examples of
MCTEF’s efforts to assist HPD in fighting violent and serious crimes.

Criminal organizations, such as the Crips and the Nortenos, are sophisticated and violent groups that engage in
a pattern of criminal behavior throughout Kings County. Law enforcement agencies had joined together to
combat gang and narcotics activity to protect our citizens. If HPD separates from all other law enforcement to
take on gangs alone, it will endanger all of the residents of Kings County because a divided effort leads to (1)
proprietary information, (2) conflicting gang expertise, and (3) uncoordinated gang interdiction.

Law enforcement’s best response is a task force that can stop violence anywhere. MCTF’s joint efforts allow
law enforcement to share intelligence, build gang expertise, and coordinate gang interdiction efforts using the
strength of all. The Kings County District Attorney’s Office asks the Board to approve and sign
correspondence to the Hanford City Council requesting they intervene and conduct a study session to analyze
the benefits of a joint task force to combat gang and narcotics crimes.
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February 26, 2025

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL
Email: NCorral@hanfordca.gov

Hanford City Council
Attn: Natalie Corral
319 N Douty Street
Hanford, CA 93230

Re: Major Crimes Task Force
To the Hanford City Council,

The Board of Supervisors writes this let
Hanford Police Department’s decision
respective authorities are uni
same place. And as suc
but also as the county se
its place on the Major
participate in the fight aga

i1s City Council intervene in the
e Major Crimes Task Force. Our
because®both of our jurisdictions encompass the
anford thrives not only as its own municipality,

Since 2019, there has been an 0 cang war. Throughout our entire county, we have seen a
spike in gang crimes, including mugders, shooting at inhabited dwellings, assaults with firearms,
and possessions of firearms by prohibited persons. As a response, our county law enforcement
agencies joined together to form the Major Crimes Task Force which targeted organized criminal
syndicates like the Norteno and Crip Criminal Street Gangs. The Major Crimes Task Force has
been extremely effective in gang interdiction and investigation. Most notably, the Major Crimes
Task Force executed two major wiretap investigations — Operation Moovin’ Out which targeted
the Crips and Operation Royal Flush which targeted the Nortenos. In both of these operations,
the Major Crimes Task Force solved multiple homicides and arrested many suspects. In both
operations combined, the Major Crimes Task Force and its affiliated agencies investigated over
130 gang suspects throughout the county.

The fight against criminal street gangs requires our combined efforts. Each contributing agency
offers personnel, intelligence, and expertise in the fight against gang crimes. If the Hanford
Police Department were to sever their connection to the Major Crimes Task Force, then the
largest city in the County of Kings will not contribute to or benefit from a united approach to
fighting gang crime. A divided effort leads only to a weakened response. As the Hanford Police



Department continues isolates itself, the remaining law enforcement agencies will be forced to
take on a greater role in fighting gang violence throughout the County.

We are asking the Hanford City Council to intervene in this pressing matter. It is for the benefit
of Hanford residents, and all other County residents alike, to take a united stand against gang
violence. We welcome the opportunity to conduct a study session for both of our governing
bodies to publicly discuss the Major Crimes Task Force and their contributions to protecting our
community.

Sincerely,

Doug Verboon
Chairman

Q\
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