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County of Kings

Grand Jury
P. O. Box 1562 Hanford, CA 93232
449 C Street Lemoore, CA 93245
grand.jury@co.kings.ca.us
559-852-2892

June 8, 2024

The Honorable Valerie Chrissakis
1640 Kings County Drive

Advising Judge Superior Court of the State of California
Hanford, Ca 93230

Judge Chrissakis,

The 2023-2024 Kings County Civil Grand Jury hereby submits the final report to the Kings
County Superior Court and the citizens of Kings County. Without the sound council of the
advising judge, the Office of County Council, and the Office of the Jury Commissioner, this
report would not have been possible. We also thank the court staff for the many instances where
they aided in administrative matters.

Being given the opportunity to serve as a grand jury member is both rewarding and educational.
Grand juries are given the responsibility to protect the interests of the county citizens. Countless
hours go into interviews and research necessary to complete each project. I also extend my
sincere thanks to the members of the 2023-2024 King County Civil Grand Jury. The many hours
spent by these dedicated people are reflected in this final report book. The work done shows the
commitment to serving the needs of the people of Kings County. It is a great responsibility, but
also a great honor to serve as a member of the Kings County Civil Grand Jury.

All work done by the Civil Grand Jury is dependent on the individual members both in
committee and in full body. It is important to work together for the good of all citizens of Kings

County. My congratulations to the committee chairs who coordinated the work in each
committee and to the general membership for supporting the work being done.

Sincerely,

/{mﬁ L

Kathy Bare, Foreperson

It was truly my honor to serve as Foreperson of the 2023-2024 Civil Grand Jury.



Valerie Chrissakis

Superior Court of the State of California Slerio Ciniet e
County of Kings

May 17, 2024

To:  Kings County Grand Jury and Affected Governmental
Agencies and Officers

The 2023-2024 Kings County Grand Jury has submitted the enclosed reports to the
Presiding Judge and/or his designee of the Superior Court in accordance with Section
933 of the California Penal Code. The enclosed reports were submitted and are hereby
accepted as the final reports of the Grand Jury concerning these areas of inquiry.

The agencies and elected officials who are affected by the enclosed reports are each
hereby notified that they are required to comment to the Presiding Judge and/or his
designee concerning these findings and recommendations as they pertain to the subject
agency or elected official. Comments are due on behalf of each elected county officer or
agency head that has responsibility for the agencies and functions described in these
reports within 60 days from this date. The governing bodies of the public agencies
affected by the reports have a 90-day time limit within which to submit comments
pursuant to Penal Code Section 933 (c). In addition, a copy of each response shall be
placed on file with the clerk of the public agency on whose behalf the response is made.

Those having questions concerning their responsibilities to respond to the Grand Jury’s
recommendations should contact County Counsel or their agency’s general counsel.

The Judges of the Superior Court wish to express our sincere appreciation for the long
hours of service given by members of the 2023-2024 Grand Jury, with special thanks to
their Foreperson, Kathy Barre. Selfless dedication to public service such as that
demonstrated by this Grand Jury is crucial to the survival of the institution of the Grand
Jury, which is itself an important part of the checks and balances necessary for our
democracy to function.

/é/%%a/[%?z LI UZ)

Valerie Chrissakis
Judge of the Superior Court

1640 Kings County Drive
Hanford, CA 93230
(559) 582-1010 ext. 6002
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Avenal Hi gh School 2023 Achi €
December 2023

SUMMARY

Avenal Hi gh SShoscletofunt lie eRe &fc hool District h
recognition awards in 2023. The Exemplary Dua
Partnership Academy Awaodliegef anmntdpeiatricespbpipot
Avenal High School also has three individual

Diego County Office of Education (SDCOE) Ligh

BACKGROUND

Re&Sfunset Uni fi ed Schoo2, 6D6i0s tsrtiucdte nstesrcvhetslo éntoerteh s

primary schools, one middle school, two high
Avenal High School received an award in 2023
exempl ary dual enroll ment. This award recogni
enroll ment programming. Thersschool wil/| hol d
Avenal High School received the title of Dist
Wonder ful Agriculture Career Preparatory Prog!
Three staff at Avenal Hi gh School have been a\
Mal donado, Assistant Principal .YVhet SDCO®EGor ni i
Lighthouse Award is given to people who are bi
and | eading others in diversity, equity, and |
METHODOLOGY

I nterviews by the Grand JdSuurnys este rlknihfeiledd wS cthho osl
November 13, 2023, at which time the two awar

Awards wer e
November 16,
project.

Suarstea d Uanti fti eed RSecéfo ol District
023, at which time each recipie



Research from the internet included public st
Hi gh School-Swamdett hié¢n iRfeiedd School District. SDC(
their website.

DI SCUSSI| ON

Avenal Hi gh Schidd| tihse rlaBkied ClaliF®rnia public

California State Department of Education. The
tot al minority enroll ment is 97% (96. 5% Hi spa
sdents are economically disadvantaged accordi

Avenal Hi gh School began i1 t-30tdbadcaedemi ¢t mpaar .

Avenal Hi gh School studenTbiarpregramlpdovindd:
the opportunity to earnGA@|I Fegai camdaegsande ho

high school courses that represensectbadbayic
educatkEaoh subject requires a paesgsiang ogruaree ro f
bet Ceedit i s given by taking University of Ca
transferable college courses. The cl asses are
Community Coll ege District, Coak e sngpal aCcaempfuasc e
the Avenal High School campus.

Currently there are 18 sections of dwual enrol
|l ncluded are Student Devel opment, English 1A,
Bi ol ogy, Chemi stry, Busi ness HiEctoonroymi cWo,r | e ali 1

Science and Art.

The Wonderful Agriculture Career Prep Program
up to two yeares coofl |teuiet icooour sewor k. This all ow
(65 college credits) and ioevnecre.2 0 0Ath ogurasd ucaft i eomm
choose to enter the skilled workforce with a
enrol | -yataracfodohrege or university as a junior.
There are ma igelracat it take part. This award i
California Partnership Academy model, i mpl eme
practices, and provides opportunitieeds bfyort hset u
State of California Education Department. AV
Academy out of 400 schools in the state.

At this time, 95% of students enrolled in the
generation college candidates and are 95% Lat
student body participates thosberdgabtenedl| Wm
enroll ment courses are also enrolled in the W
The SDCOE Lighthouse Award is given annually
community by |l eading others in diversity, equ
Awards are as foll ows
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a.Builds a |l earning community of inclusivi
b.Uses the power of peer influence for goc
c.Chall enges bias and bullying.

6)Student Equiawanleagees ht @ an individual st

advances diversity, equity, and inclusion,
initiative in their school community.
a.Creates intentional spaces for students
problems, and | earn together about i ssue
b.Participates in healthy feedback | oops L
c.lncrease understandi ngulandr é®snofr ¢$hede it

7)Equity Excellence (a@awtaraf g®ars Dioe@o t@awrtey

support staff whose work exemplifies excel

students.
a.Highlights an
b.l mpl ements an
c.Creates equi't
special atten

i buti ons

e changes:s
onsi stent
of histor

d honors the contr
d sustains positiyv
abl e access with <c
tion to the needs
Teaching has become a challenging field where
resources, being at the center of political d

HMHEducation and Learning Te cshonloutoigoyn Gosmpfaonry .tc
engagecamnesahd be reminded of their best qual |

1T Demonstrating selfl essness

T Guiding others through uncertainty

T Being constant and consistent

f Turning doubts into destinations

T Seeing possibilities over circumstances
f Having the courage to encourage

T Embodying innovation

T Empowering and inspiring through exampl e
T Exemplifying a spirit of resilience

1T Seeing beyond the surface

Three of AvenalTwld gahd nsicrhiosotl r asttiavfed st aff and on
SDCQEategory #7 Lighthouse Award in November o
according to district personnel

FI NDI NGS
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F1. The Dual Enrol |l ment Program is an i mporta
i mprove the community, and I mprove economic m
growing workforce needs.

F2. Wonderful Agricultur egeaerreaetri oPnar espt uPdreongtrsa nt
start on their college education and create a
F3. Two of Avenal High School administrators ¢

(Category #7) Lighthouse Award in November of

RECOMMENDATI ONS

R1. Avenal Hi gh School administration and st af
and services which | ead to academic excellenc
R2. Avenal High School administration and st af

Agriculture Career Prep Program which provide
students.

R3. -Reeédet Unified School District should pro:
both for students and staff. The Kings County
administrative staff and t eamnlderhsarfdorwotrtkei r o

REQUI RED RESPONSE

suant to PAMBEBI (Codde pSeovtiideed in part: ANo |
y Submits a final report on the operations
governing body of the public agearciyorshall
t on the indings and recommendations per

r fin

y and every elected county officer or agen
suant A4 . Secdhalnl comment within 60 days t ¢
rteéeo

Re&Sfunset Uni fied School Di strict Board of Tru
Res&Sfunset Uni fied School Di strict

205 N. Park Avenue

Avenal , CA 932014

| NVI TED RESPONSES
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Principal of Avenal Hi gh School
Re&funset Unified School District
601 Mariposa Street

Avenal, CA 932014

Original t o: Copy to:

Judge Jennifer Giuliani, KPngsi @oogtyu@ogeil Gr
Kings County Superior CobBr©O Box #1562

1640 Kings Court Drive Hanford, CA 93230
Hanford, CA 93230

Kings County Local Agency Form
Policies and Procedures Ma
Muni ci pal Service Reviews for Ci
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date Policies and Procedures Manual aids i n a
hat t he

are provided and tha services are consi s
When the Grand Jury interviewed staff, it was
February 6, 2024, that the LAFCO Policies and
warseported that an update was in the works an:i

Met hodol ogy

The Grand Jury interviewed members of several
revi ewed various sources of i nformation inclu

1)The Kings County LAFCO website was reviewe
www.ount v.oddkm/ndespar-bfmeptes Vb coo hmibo siraeces# @y nat i on
commi $ sif c o

2)The Kings County Municipal Service Review

revi ewed.
www. ki ngsl afco. com/ Documen /72420 DH%BAUGKRER%EY EMDR %

3)The CiKrntéeteet zberg Local Government Reorgan
www. Cal afco.org/sitesGdetlasl CKHOG®EDEesources/ CKH

4)A Citizens GuiLdealt oALA&FCBOsr mati on Commi Ssi ¢
WWW. acgovVv.org/l afco/ documents/ CitizensGui 9de T«

5)San Joaquin Valley Regional Policy Council
https:// sjawaiglsa loirlqgi/-sl pahnald ensf X agteinebnesy -a m-d s
muni eiegarlieve ews/

6)County of Kihgsps GtrawdwJuoynt yof kjuogg. com/

7)The foll owing California Government Code s
1)Assemb( ABBi RPB38 (Local Agency Formation C
2 ) Government Code 8§ 56301 (Local Agency Formation Commission)
3 ) Government Code 8§ 56375 (LAFCO Powers)
4 ) Government Codes § 56425 and § 56426.5 (Sphere of Influence)
5 ) Government Code 8§ 56430 (Municipal Service Rev&pheres of Influence)

Di scussi on
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http://www.countyofkings.com/departments/board-of-supervisors/boards-commissions/local-agency-
http://www.acgov.org/lafco/documents/CitizensGui9deToLAFCO.pdf
https://sjvcogs.org/land-availability/annexations-spheres-of-influence-county-islands-and-municipal-service-reviews/
https://sjvcogs.org/land-availability/annexations-spheres-of-influence-county-islands-and-municipal-service-reviews/
https://www.countyofkings.com/departments/grand-jury

The California State Legislature has the cons
boundaries. Counties all/l have differing gover
needs so the Legislature authorizes a LAFCO i

D

The objectives of LAFCO are as follows per th
l1)Encourage the orderly for mat.i obnAFoCfOsl o ceavli ega
proposals for the formation of new | ocal g
review proposals for the formation of new
organi zations in existing agewaorikeisng Iwi tChaln
4, 000 government al agencies in 58 counties
Agency boundaries are often unrelatemdgto o
to higher service costs to the taxpayer an
boundari es. LAFCO decisions strive to bal a
affordable housing, economic opportunity,
2)Preserve Agricul t.urLaAlF ClOa mtu sRe scoownrsciedser t he
proposal wil/ produce on existing agricult
urban | and and away from agricultural pres
our valuabl e asgr iSceuclttiuornal5 6r3e7s7o ugruciedes t hi s
LAFCO must consider the following when rev
proposals which could reasonably bevexpEOD
of exi sgpage olpemds t o-swpsaecse autsheesr. tThhaen coopmam
consider all of the following policies and
a.Devel opment or use efpalcend sfesr sditaH d r bteh

from existing primesmpagoce cwd d utrawar danalrse
nonprime agricultural |l ands, unless tha
order | y, deefvfeilcoipement of an ar ea.
b.Devel opment of existing vacant or nonpr
the existing jurisdiction of a |l ocal ag
agency should be encouraged before any
for bead to the deveslpagme nh ta-ogfes pdaccires truicsmegs
which are outside of the existing juris
existing sphere of influence of the | oc
3)Di scourage UrtabaSpsawlawl can best be desc
di sorgani zed growth occurring without appa
is characterized by the inefficient delive
sanitati omgceaendartyhel awusns of agricultur al | ar
4)By discouraging sprawl, LAFCO I imits the m
efficient system of | ocal government al age

LAFCOs were createdNeshmi 1 988t byynd hwaKnamended I
Reorgani zation Act of 1965, the MutnheciCoal e®e g
Knoetker t zAdopepregn fiwixt A t he purpose of changing | ocal
annexing |l and in a | ogical and timely manner.

The Kings County LAFCO board consists of el ev
members of the Kings County Board of Supervis
incorporated cities (Avenal, Corcomwdmo, i Barfhors:
by the commissioner s.

15



The commi ssion is scheduled to meet on the fo
BoarSumdrvi sorsé6 Chambers | ocated at 1400 West
commi ssion only meets when an application for
wish to annex or be detached tochiocgtyherckpe
special district to have the council or board
the commi ssion directly. Commi ssioners cannot
should be. Rat her ,orldreRF Qs rceadcerveeil maptnee nttheo f a ¢
reconciling differences between city and coun
arrangements are created for the benefit of a

LAFCO has authority over the foll owing:

l1)Boundary .ChaArgC®Os regul ates boundary changes
i ndividuals through approval or deni al . LAF
changes on their own, except for proposals
ornseolidation of speci al di stricts, and t he
2) Municipal Service Reviews (MSR)OmaedofSpthlee e
i mportant charges given to LAFCO was the ac
g o v e r n(Appendix 8)A Sphere of I nfluenceo is the ¢
that a governmental agency is expected to s
the results of the MuAppeadix@an d Siegs vih exce Reatr e v
which governmental agencies eman wmryouviodd hser
and property in any given area. The MfnASphere
di scourage urban sprawl by preventing over
3)Speci al. Slthudiuegsh special studies, LAFCO enc
current operations and options for reorgan
potenti al of duplicating services. LAFCOs ¢
felsiity studies. These studies provide gen
present alternatives for I mproving services
4) nitiation of Speci.alAsDiosft rJiudty Q4o n sld®l9i4d a tLiAc
authority to initiate proposals that incl uc
or the merging of an existing subsidiary di
A change in organization can mean any of th
a.A city incorporation
b.A district formation
c.An annexation to, or detachment from, a ¢
d.A disincorporation of a city
e.A district dissolution
f . A consolidation of <cities or special dist
g.A merger or establishment of a subsidiary
h.An authorization of a special district to
area over which a | atent power i s exercis
i . A reorganization i nvollviisntge dt wcoh aonrg enso roef oofr
Priomitoating such an action, LAFCO must d
benefit from the proposal through adopti on

16



5)Out of Agency Ser@Qitcieefrgaeemenssricts are r
approval prior to entering into contracts v
of the agencydéds boundaries (Section 56133).
Specifically excluded from LAFCOOG6s jurisdicti
a)A school district or community coll ege di
b)A speci al assessment district.
C)An i mprovement district.
d)A community facilities di-Raosi cQo ninownmetdy pfu

Act of 1982.
e)A permanent road division formed pursuant
Code.
f)An air pollution control district or an a
g)A service zone of a fire protection distr

A Municipal Service Review (MSR) is a compreh
governmental services being providedihbys t he |
provides cities and special districts with an assessment on their provision of services, suggests
recommendations regarding areas of improvement, and helps determine whether or not an agency is
equipped to effectively provide services within its existingxpanded sphere of influence.

The Grand Jury compared information found on
found:

Tul are County | ast updated their LAFCO Policy
County made changes on June 8, 2022.

Humbolt County made changes on July 17, 2013,
Kern County made changes in June of 2011

Napa County made changes on December 5, 2022

Findings

. The Kings County LAFCO Policies and Proce

F1
20@Aa8 years ago) .

F2. The Kings County LAFCO MSR for Cities and
October (24, y2@03% ago) .

Recommendati ons

R1. The Kings County LAFCO Policies and Proce
every five years.

R2. The Kings County LAFCO MSR should be revi

17



REQUI RED RESPONSE

Pursuant to PA&M3a3 (Coo)d,e pSreaxcvtiidoend i n part: @ANo |
Jury Submits a final report on the operations
the governing body of the public ageenrcyors hcaolulr
on the findings and recommendations pertainin
and every elected county officer or agency he
pursuant ABd4Sécshahl comment within 60 days t
courtéo

Chuck Kinney, Executive Officer

Kings County LAFCO

1400 Lacey Boulevard

Hanford, Ca 93230

| NVI TED RESPONSE

Kings County Board of Supervisors
1400 Lacey Boulevard
Hanford, Ca 93230
Mail Original to:
Judge Jennifer Giuliani, Presiding Judge
Kings County Superior Court
1640 Kings Court Drive
Hanford, CA 93230
Mai | Copy to:
Kings County Civil Grand Jury
P O Box #1562
Hanford, CA 93230
Appendix A
Calafcaorg

The Cortese&knox-Hertzberg Local Government Reorganization Act of 2000 (Act) requires LAFCo

to review and updat e, as necessary, each | oca
2008, and every five years thereaftés part of the SOl updef the Commission must consider

and prepare a written statement of its determinations which are summarized as follows:

18
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The present and planned land uses in the area, including agricultural argpaperands.

2. The present and probable need for public facilities and services in the area.

3. The present capacity of public facilities and adequacy of public services that the agency
provides or is authorized to provide.

4. The existence of any social or economic communities of interest in the area if the
commission determines that they are relevant to the agency.

5. For a city or special district that provides public facilities or services related to sewers,

municipal and industrial water, or structural fire protection, the present and probable need

for those public facilities and services of any disadvantaged upm@ied communities

within the existing sphere of influence.

Prior to, or in conjunction with an agencyos
Service Review (MSR) foreachagendy. MSR i s a comprehensive revi
to provide service(s) to those persons and businesses witbimrgsit boundariesPer the Act, the
Commission prepares written statements of its determinations with respect to each of the following
factors:

1. Growth and population projections for the affected area.

2. The location and characteristics of any disadvantaged unincorporated communities within or
contiguous to the SOI.

3. Present and planned capacity of public facilities and adequacy of public services, including

infrastructure needs or deficiencies.

Financial ability of agencies to provide services.

Status of, and opportunities for, shared facilities.

Accountability for community service needs, including governmental structure and

operational efficiencies.

7. Any other matter related to effective or efficient service delivery, as required by commission

policy.

o g s

The Commission's Municipal Service Review Policy establishes the MSR Program's goal:"...To
provide cities and special districts with an assessment on their provision of services, make
recommendations regarding areas of improvement, and determine whetbeaoragency is
equipped to effectively provide services within its existing or expanded SOI."

The Commission determines the SOI boundary for local agencies under LAFCo's jurisdiction. The
SOl is a planning boundary outside an agency's service area that means, a plan for the probable
physical boundaries and service area of a local ageroy.Commssion adopts, updates, and

evaluates an SOI using a-28ar planning horizonAn SOI is the Commission's best estimate of

the probable service area for an agency over time, depending upon information collected during the
MSR update procesgFor text ofthe law, see the Government Code, Sections 56425; 56430; and
Fresno LAFCo Policies, Standards and Procedures MaRadicy 107.)

Appendix B

Sphere of Influence
19



California Code, Government Code- GOV § 56425
Current as of January 01, 2023 | UpdateéibglLaw Staff

(a) In order to carry out its purposes and responsibilities for planning and shaping the logical and
orderly development and coordination of local governmental agencies subject to the jurisdiction of
the commission to advantageously provide for the presehfuture needs of the county and its
communities, the commission shall develop and determine the sphere of influence of each city and
each special district, as defined $gction 56036within the county and enact policies designed to
promote the logical and orderly development of areas within the sphere.

(b) Prior to a city submitting an application to the commission to update its sphere of influence,
representatives from the city and representatives from the county shall meet to discuss the proposed
new boundaries of the sphere and explore methods to agaeement on development standards

and planning and zoning requirements within the sphere to ensure that development within the
sphere occurs in a manner that reflects the concerns of the affected city and is accomplished in a
manner that promotes thagioal and orderly development of areas within the sphere. If an

agreement is reached between the city and county, the city shall forward the agreement in writing to
the commission, along with the application to update the sphere of influence. The comsfiaflio
consider and adopt a sphere of influence for the city consistent with the policies adopted by the
commission pursuant to this section, and the commission shall give great weight to the agreement to
the extent that it is consistent with commissiotigles in its final determination of the city sphere.

(c) If the commission's final determination is consistent with the agreement reached between the
city and county pursuant to subdivision (b), the agreement shall be adopted by both the city and
county after a noticed public hearing. Once the agreemeibtelesisadopted by the affected local
agencies and their respective general plans reflect that agreement, then any development approved
by the county within the sphere shall be consistent with the terms of that agreement.

(d) If no agreement is reached pursuant to subdivision (b), the application may be submitted to the
commission and the commission shall consider a sphere of influence for the city consistent with the
policies adopted by the commission pursuant to thisosect

(e) In determining the sphere of influence of each local agency, the commission shall consider and
prepare a written statement of its determinations with respect to each of the following:

(1) The present and planned land uses in the area, including agricultural arspapemands.
(2) The present and probable need for public facilities and services in the area.

(3) The present capacity of public facilities and adequacy of public services that the agency
provides or is authorized to provide.

(4) The existence of any social or economic communities of interest in the area if the commission
determines that they are relevant to the agency.

(5) For an update of a sphere of influence of a city or special district that provides public facilities
or services related to sewers, municipal and industrial water, or structural fire protection, that occurs
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pursuant to subdivision (g) on or after July 1, 2012, the present and probable need for those public
facilities and services of any disadvantaged unincorporated communities within the existing sphere
of influence.

(f) Upon determination of a sphere of influence,¢bemission shall adopt that sphere.

(9) On or before January 1, 2008, and every five years thereafter, the commission shall, as
necessary, review and update each sphere of influence.

(h) In determining a sphere of influence, the commission may assess the feasibility of governmental
reorganization of particular agencies and recommend reorganization of those agencies when
reorganization is found to be feasible and if reorganizatiorfuvtther the goals of orderly

development and efficient and affordable service delivery. The commission shall make all
reasonable efforts to ensure wide public dissemination of the recommendations.

() When adopting, amending, or updating a sphere of influence for a special district, the
commission shall establish the nature, location, and extent of any functions or classes of services
provided by existing districts.

() When adopting, amending, or updating a sphere of influence for a special district, the
commission may require existing districts to file written statements with the commission specifying
the functions or classes of services provided by those districts.

Appendix C
Municipal Service Review

Cal. Gov. Code 8 56430

Current through the 2023 Legislative Session.

Section 56430 Review of municipal services provided in order to prepare and update spheres of
influence:

(a) In order to prepare and to update spheres of influence in accordance with Section 56425, the
commission shall conduct a service review of the municipal services provided in the county or other
appropriate area designated by the commission. The commsssdinclude in the area

designated for service review the county, the region, the subregion, or any other geographic area as
is appropriate for an analysis of the service or services to be reviewed, and shall prepare a written
statement of its determations with respect to each of the following:

(1) Growth and population projections for the affected area.

(2) The location and characteristics of any disadvantaged unincorporated communities within
or contiguous to the sphere of influence.

(3) Present and planned capacity of public facilities, adequacy of public services, and
infrastructure needs or deficiencies including needs or deficiencies related to sewers, municipal and
industrial water, and structural fire protection in any disadvanfagedcorporated communities
within or contiguous to the sphere of influence.
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(4) Financial ability of agencies to provide services.

(5) Status of, and opportunities for, shared facilities.

(6) Accountability for community service needs, including governmental structure and
operational efficiencies.

(7) Any other matter related to effective or efficient service delivery, as required by commission
policy.
(b) In conducting a service review, the commission shall comprehensively review all of the
agencies that provide the identified service or services within the designated geographic area. The
commission may assess various alternatives for improving efficaamtyaffordability of
infrastructure and service delivery within and contiguous to the sphere of influence, including, but
not limited to, the consolidation of governmental agencies.
(c) In conducting a service review, the commission may include a review of whether the agencies
under review, including any public water system as defined in Section 116275, are in compliance
with the California Safe Drinking Water Act (Chapter 4 (commenuwiitly Section 116270) of Part
12 of Division 104 of the Health and Safety Code). A public water system may satisfy any request
for information as to compliance with that act by submission of the consumer confidence or water
quality report prepared by thpeiblic water system as provided by Section 116470 of the Health and
Safety Code.
(d) The commission may request information, as part of a service review under this section, from
identified public or private entities that provide wholesale or retail supply of drinking water,
including mutual water companies formed pursuant to Part 7 (caoingewith Section 14300) of
Division 3 of Title 1 of the Corporations Code, and private utilities, as defined in Section 1502 of
the Public Utilities Code.

(e) The commission shall conduct a service review before, or in conjunction with, but no later than
the time it is considering an action to establish a sphere of influence in accordance with Section
56425 or 56426.5 or to update a sphere of influence purku&ettion 56425.Ca. Gov. Code 8

56430 Amended by Stats 2011 ch 513 (SB 244),s 6.5, eff. 1/1/2012.Amended by Stats 2011 ch 512
(AB 54),s 8, eff. 1/1/2012.Amended by Stats 2007 ch 244 (AB 1744),s 7, eff. 1/1/2008.Added by
Stats 2000 ch 761 (AB 2838), s 81, eff. 1/1/2001.

Corcoran Cemetery Once Mo
March 20214

Summary
Both t-B62203a8®#dD2B830XK2 ngs County Civil Grand Jur
Corcoran Cemetery (cemetery). For the most pa
foll owed the suggestions gi venxciempttiloen Grsand al
has failed to publish a brochure that would b
understanding the policies and fees for servi
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Background

The 2022 Grand Jury received complaints that

unkempt with flags and fl owers strewn about,

The 2023 Grand Jury found that the grounds we
the part of the cemetery manager and-28etaff. A
Grand Jury report were beingrtobkbowgddewvehophb
would be made easily available to community m
The price |Iist of charges, fees, and rules (s
currently offered is not a professional publ:i
providing the costs ofevéaseeudppendak)service
|l f a professional brochure were available, it
involved with respect to a burial service. Th
of a |l oved one. I't would &lepa groovifdd ua edoedm
cemetery employees could also make the brochu
at places where community members frequent su
community facilitaaediehos. r taphischreg udiedbd e asrt i
and what needs to be removed such as old flow
i mportant information would be available in o
Met hodol ogy

The 2022 and the 2022/ 2023 Grand Jury reports
di strict website on multiple occasions. On Fe
visit to the cemetery to seeyhgwothdscemeteweg
mai ntained. |t was obvious that much effort h
the cemetery grounds. This included raising m
covering them. Duri n@r atnhdi sJ uvriys iatl snoe nsbpeorkse owfi tth
wor ker s.

Di scussi on

The cemetery i s managed by an el ected Board o
aut horized by the California Health & Safety

|l ocal government to provi derlhsepye cairael iszuebd escer vio
regul ations governing speci al districts and m
Public Records Act. Special districts must su
State Controlteraadidt aref suibbp@aececes. The cemet ¢
| ocal property taxes and the sale of grave si
The cemetery staff includes the manager, an a
assigned by the manager as necessary to meet

proper maintenance of the cemetery grounds.
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The price | ist proviphgdk Ky ptede doecmanteenrty iTsh ea e
to decorating gravesites, etc. It is not a pr
To obtain a copy of services and fees provide
the cemetery or access the district website a
avail abl e The cemeterysahesdbulposdrs tah e epfafriad e
entrances to the cemetery and in the | ocal ne
Findings:

F1. The Corcoran Cemetery District has improv
F2. The Corcoran Cemetery District has not pr
brochure.

F3. The Corcoran Cemetery District currently
only posted at the office door, entrances to
Recommendati ons:

R1. The Corcoran Cemetery District should con

t he Corcoran Cemetery grounds.

R2. The Corcoran Cemetery District should i mm
and Spanish, that makes it clear to the commu
what all cemetery policies are.

R3. The Corcoran Cemetery District should add
brochure.

REQUI RED RESPONSE

Pursuant to PA&M3a3d (Cwo)d,e pSreaxcvtiidoend i n part: f@ANo |
[

Jusiyomi ts a final report on the operations of
the governing body of the public agency shall
on the findings and recomimemdiahe oaoenprolt aohni nl
and every elected county officer or agency he
pursuant ABbh4Secshahl comment within 60 days t

courteo

Board of Trustees
Corcoran Cemetery District
Post Office Box 805
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Corcor an, CA 93212

| NVI TED RESPONSES

Corcoran Cemetery District Manager
Post Office Box 805
Corcoran, CA 93212

SEND FI NAL REPORT RESPONSES TO:

Origimnal to

Judge Jennifer Giuliani, Presiding Judge
Kings County Superior Court

1640 Kings Court Drive

Hanford, CA 93230

Copy to

Kings County Civil Grand Jury

P O Box #1562

Hanford, CA 93230

Appendi x
Corcoran Cemetery
Cur rPentcing Publicati on
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DA

2020-2021%

Single Adult Funeral
Non- protected
Plot
Endowment Fee
Opening & Closing
Handing & Set- Up Fee
Liner Box
County Fee
Tax
Total

SATURDAY FEE
MARKER SIZE 10X20

MARKER SIZE
SINGLE PLOT 12X24
SINGLE PLOT 12x30
DOUBLE PLOTS 12X36
ZINC VASE

TAX

NICHE

TAX
BENCH
TAX
TOTAL

Bench Foundation

Ki
I

CORCORAN CEMETERY FEES

092-3209

standard slze

$1,100.00
$280.00
$700.00
$500.00
$600.00
$60.00

$45.00
$3,285.00

$700.00
$200.00

$280.00
$280.00

$300.00
§$75.00

$ 4.87
$30.00

"~ $700.00
$500.00

$2.25 ADD 2 VASES

ngs
ssues

$2,200.00
$135.00
$2,335.00

Singie Adult

Non- protected Over size

Plot $1,080.00
Endowment Fee $280.00
Opening & Closing $800.00
Handing & Set- Up Fes $500.00
Liner Box g $1,400.00
County Fee .$60.00
Tax $105.00
Total $4,245.00
COMPANION FUNERAL,

Funeral Standard Size
Non protected liner

First Funeral

Plot

Endowment Fee

Total

Second Funeral
Endowment

Opening & Closing
Handing & Set- Up Fee
County Fee

Total

Totad for first 8 second

Hld Wl 4114y

T,

e

Wi

t h Th

February

26

$1,100.00
$280.00
$1,000.00
$500.00
$1,000.00
$60.00
$75.00
$4,015.00

$280.00
$700.00
$500.00
$60.00
$1,540.00

$5,555.00

e Recor di
2024

ndg

County Assessor/ Cler k/ |
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Summary

l't was brought to the attention of the Kings
documents submitted for recording with the Ki
empl oyees of departments i n t he Qoorucnctrya no,f H<a nnf
Lemoore, as well as | and developers are being
Grand Juryodos attention that a document presen
document preseretsedna(dwi ttlo ndec daorcgment ) on ano
requires multiple trips to the Assessor/ Clerk.
of money in terms of employeesd6 time and trav.
Avenal, Corcoran, Hanford, and Lemoore, do no:
documents that pertain to their departments o
documents that they submit on a regular basis
Background

AThe Grand Jury shall i nvestigate and report
officers, departments, or functions of the county including those operations, accounts, and records

of any special legislative district or other districtintheaecot y 0 Cal . Pen. Code A
AEvery grand jury may investigate and report
including the abolition or creation of offices and the equipment for, or the method or system of
performing the duties of ,8928he several offices

County Assessor/ Clerk/ Recorder Departments de
et c. I n Kings County, the following concerns
persons associated with Kings Avewmtly deparotrme
and Lemoore:

1)There seems to be no standardization of f
required, use and placement of staples, |
stamp, name/titles, page numbers or other

2)Standard forms used for recording environ
California, are often rejected with a reg

3)A document presented one day iIs rejected
being made to said document) is then acce

4)Costs associated with filing documents, r
change frequently

5)Some information is difficult to obtain s
address for public notices, et c

6)County departments and others are not abl
the documents should | ook Ii ke and what t
Notice of Completion or Notice of Exempt:i
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A more detailed explanatio
manual with forms (specifi
documents and the Assessor
attempts.

requirements,
each depart men

of
to
s Ofefpieae¢ ey reazwir g

o0 S

j ected because they a

Documents are usual reje
they need to be notari z

Iy
wrong place, etc.) or
| t svasred with the Grand Jury that the staff e
Assessor/ Clerk/ Recorders office are very cour
to provide specific directions.

The Kings County Assessor/ Clerk/ Recorders off
Reference and Indexing Manual 6 (DRI M) for ref
This manual is much too large for every county and city department to have a copy. Departments
should use parts of the DRIM to develop their owsha@use working manual. It should contain

examples of documents that the department uses on a regular baie eyuirements associated

with recording those documents.

Met hodol ogy

Numerous people associated with Kings County

Lemoore were interviewed.
Research was done on the internet.
Sever al examples of websites that include sam

San Francisco Assessors Office
www. sfassess-iomf or mar edokcdenentdi ng

Sacramen

to Assessors Office
https:// cc

r.sacramento. gov/documentrecording/

rnment Code A 27320 Article 4 Recordi

Gove I n
https:/ /|l aw.justia. comk2c7/o3d3ers./hctardli f or ni a/ 20

Kings County Asséessos/f Cl ewk/ Reootgef ki-ngs. com
servicesl aasedceosrsdecre c ot @ e Kk

Di scussi on

h what

California Law establishes documents may
Government Code A 27320 Arti®I7834)Recording 2
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http://www.sfassessor.org/recorder-information/recording-document
https://ccr.sacramento.gov/documentrecording/pages/rulesforrecordeddocuments.aspx
https://law.justia.com/codes/california/2007/gov/27320-27337.html
https://www.countyofkings.com/departments/general-services/assessor-clerk-recorder/clerk-recorder
https://www.countyofkings.com/departments/general-services/assessor-clerk-recorder/clerk-recorder

I n Kings County the Assessor/ Clerk/ Recorder h
the custodjiwmdi wifalalpummloinc records. Their respc
registration of the foll owing:

1)Marriage Licenses.

2)Birth, death and marriage certificates.
3)Fict Busbnsess Names.

4)Phot ocopier and Unl awf ul Detainer Licenses
5)Notary Bond Filings and Oat hs.

6)Li censing of Process Servers.

7)Legal Document Assistants.

Oncdoaument i s recorded it becomes a public

Birth Deat h, Marri age, Real Estate and Ficti

Assessor/ Clerk/ Recorder al soneprsaevindeme saamidi oa
|l icenses online. The Assessor/ Clerk/ Recorder
appoint ment .

The following information and forms were foun

Assessor Forms Standard Forms for the Assessor's Office

Welcome to the online forms section of the Kings County Assessor's website containing blank
forms for printing. A brief description of each form may be found below. The forms are in an
Adobe Acrobat format. If you do not have Adobe Acrobat, you may dowrleafree application
by clicking hereDownload Adobe Acrobat Reader.

All Forms submitted must be originals with original signatures. If you have questions, wish
additional information, or need forms that are not listed below please call the office at (559) 852
2486.

PROPOSITION 19 INFORMATION : Forms impacted by the passage of Prop. 19, including
those for Parent to Child, Grandparent to Grandchild, Base Year Transfers, and Base Year
Transfers due to Natural Disasters, can be found on olProposition 19 Information page

Note: Some forms are interactive, this allows you to either complete the form on the web then print
the completed form, or just print the blank form and complete it later. Interactive forms are
designated with an (1) for interactive, (PI) for partiallydractive. If not designated the form is not
interactive.

Change of Address Request (1)

BOE 5721L: Business Property Statement (PI)

BOE 571F: Agricultural Property Statement (PI)

Supplemental Form for Moved, Sold, or Closed Businesses (1)

Supplemental form for Moved or Sold Aircraft or Vessels

BOE 57%LA: Alternate Schedule A for Banks, Insurance Co., or Financial Corporation

Fixtures (PI)
1 BOE 571R: Apartment House Property Statement (PI)

29
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https://www.countyofkings.com/?splash=http%3a%2f%2fwww.adobe.com%2fproducts%2facrobat%2freadstep.html&____isexternal=true
https://www.countyofkings.com/departments/general-services/assessor-clerk-recorder/assessor/prop-19-information
https://www.countyofkings.com/departments/general-services/assessor-clerk-recorder/assessor/standard-assessor-forms#AddressChange
https://www.countyofkings.com/departments/general-services/assessor-clerk-recorder/assessor/standard-assessor-forms#571L
https://www.countyofkings.com/departments/general-services/assessor-clerk-recorder/assessor/standard-assessor-forms#571F
https://www.countyofkings.com/departments/general-services/assessor-clerk-recorder/assessor/standard-assessor-forms#MovClosSold
https://www.countyofkings.com/departments/general-services/assessor-clerk-recorder/assessor/standard-assessor-forms#Vessel
https://www.countyofkings.com/departments/general-services/assessor-clerk-recorder/assessor/standard-assessor-forms#Alt_A
https://www.countyofkings.com/departments/general-services/assessor-clerk-recorder/assessor/standard-assessor-forms#Alt_A
https://www.countyofkings.com/departments/general-services/assessor-clerk-recorder/assessor/standard-assessor-forms#APART

BOE 571D: Supplemental Schedule for Reporting Monthly Acquisitions and Disposals of
PropertyReported on Schedule B of the Business Property Statement (1)

BOE 100B: Statement for Change in Control and Ownership of Legal Entities

BOE 266: Claim For Homeowners Property Tax Exemption (1)

Disaster Relief Claim Form (I)

BOE 502A: Preliminary Change of Ownership Form (PI)

BOE 502D: Change in Ownership Statement Death of Real Property Owner

BOE 68: Claim for Base Year Value Transfécquisition by Public Entity (I)

Claim For New Construction Exclusion From Supplemental Assessment (1)

BOE 64SES: Initial Purchaser Claim for Solar Energy System New Construction Exclusion

)

For any additional BOE forms (over 110)please follow the following
link: https://www.capropeforms.org/counties/kingBhese are all general public documents).

=
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All the documents listed above are geared toward residents and the general public. There are no
forms or examples of documents online in Kings County that are used daily by county departments
and cities. There are no printed examples or explanationswovshat examiners look for. For

instance, thereisno exampleddb t i ce of Compl eti on or Notice o

i nstances where a document i s
d another day (with no changes
n was shared wothatded WramdCduwl
S

There have been
when resubmitte
This informati o
City depart ment

During online research the Grand Jury found t
The Sacramento Count Assessorod6s Office and t h
presence of the Sacramento County Assessor 6s
https:// ccr.sacramento.gov/ document.recording/

The San Francisco Assewwwor 9 56aOfésser mmygbeet o
i nformatidwicuaaat disnggshown as foll ows.
Both websites are good examples of what other

The San Francisco Assessoro6s Office shows as

Assessor's Parcel Number (APN) and Situs
In accordance witlsan Francisco Business & Tax Regulations Code, Articl€ 12ection
1102.1 valid Assessor's Parcel Number(s) (APNare required on the face of every document
pertaining to real property that is submitted for recordation in San Francisco.The current
Assessorbés parcel number, or numbers, and the
the real property described therein are requivadhe face of the®page of the documerif these
elements are missing, the document will not be recorded.
1) Recording Jurisdiction
Instruments entitled to be recorded mustdmrded in the county in which the real
property affected is locate€ivil Code 1169).
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https://www.countyofkings.com/departments/general-services/assessor-clerk-recorder/assessor/standard-assessor-forms#SchedD
https://www.countyofkings.com/departments/general-services/assessor-clerk-recorder/assessor/standard-assessor-forms#SchedD
https://www.countyofkings.com/departments/general-services/assessor-clerk-recorder/assessor/standard-assessor-forms#100B
https://www.countyofkings.com/departments/general-services/assessor-clerk-recorder/assessor/standard-assessor-forms#HOX
https://www.countyofkings.com/departments/general-services/assessor-clerk-recorder/assessor/standard-assessor-forms#DisasterReliefClaimForm
https://www.countyofkings.com/departments/general-services/assessor-clerk-recorder/assessor/standard-assessor-forms#502A
https://www.countyofkings.com/departments/general-services/assessor-clerk-recorder/assessor/standard-assessor-forms#CIODeathofPropOwner
https://www.countyofkings.com/departments/general-services/assessor-clerk-recorder/assessor/standard-assessor-forms#BYT2
https://www.countyofkings.com/departments/general-services/assessor-clerk-recorder/assessor/standard-assessor-forms#CCES
https://www.countyofkings.com/departments/general-services/assessor-clerk-recorder/assessor/standard-assessor-forms#Initial Purchaser
https://www.countyofkings.com/departments/general-services/assessor-clerk-recorder/assessor/standard-assessor-forms#Initial Purchaser
https://www.countyofkings.com/?splash=https%3a%2f%2fwww.capropeforms.org%2fcounties%2fkings&____isexternal=true
https://ccr.sacramento.gov/documentrecording/pages/rulesforrecordeddocuments.aspx
http://www.sfassessor.org/recorder-information/recording-document
http://www.sfassessor.org/recorder-information/recording-document
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/san_francisco/latest/sf_business/0-0-0-2355#JD_1102.1
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/san_francisco/latest/sf_business/0-0-0-2355#JD_1102.1
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=1169.&lawCode=CIV

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

9)

Form Standardization

Document must contain black or blue ink on white papdrpages must be 8 ¥2" by 11".
There is a surcharge of $8r pagefor every pagef a document in which any portion of
the document is not 8 Y8y 11". Any page over 8 ¥y 14"will not be accepted for
recording. (Gov. Code 27361)5

Requesting Party and Return Address

The lefthand 3 %2" of the top 2 %2" of the first page shall be used for the name of person
requesting recordation and the name and mailing address where the document should be
mailed after recording3ov. Code 27361)6

Reservation of Space

Document must have at least a ¥2" margin on the two vertical sides; thbaight" of the
top 2 %2" shall be reserved for the recorder lalbekthe event the first page of the document
does not contain sufficient space, a separate page shall be alip¢chedequesting party to
the front of the document. This separate page is how considered the first page of the
document Gov. Code 27361)6

Legibility/Photographability

Document must be legible and capable of producing a readable photographic record.
Whenever a document, or portion of a document, is not sufficiently legible to produce a
readable photographic record, a legible copy may be attached and shall be certtieed by
party creating the copy to be a true copy of the origihagible copy also pertains to

notary seals, certificates and other appendages th&eto Code 27361)7

Document Titles

All document titles must be identifiexh the first pageimmediately below the space
reserved for the recorder lab&dv. Code 27324

Exhibits

Exhibits must be clearly marked as such and submitted with the respective dogaowent (
Code 273611

Signatures

Document must contain original signatures OR be a certified copy of the original; certified
copies must be unaltere@dv. Code 27201(lp)

Legible Names of Party(ies) to be Indexed

Names of party(ies) to be indexed must be legibly printed or typed near all signatures and be
consistent throughout the entire documéy. Code 27280)5

10)Modifying or Releasing Interest

Any document which modifies or releases a previously recorded document shall state the
names of all parties affected and being released, the county of recordation, the document
number (or book and page), and the date of the recordation of the documgnmhbdified

or released@ov. Code 27361)6

11)Other

Depending on the type of document, additional requirements apply.

Reminder: Although we would like to give you as much information as possible, under California
law, our document examiners are PROHIBITED from providing legal advice or assisting in
document preparationSéction 6125 of the Business and Professions )Code

The Kings County Assessor/Clerk/Recorders Office only lists online the following minimum
requirements for recordable documents:
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https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=27361.5.&lawCode=GOV
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=27361.6.&lawCode=GOV
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=27361.6.&lawCode=GOV
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=27361.7.&lawCode=GOV
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=27324.&lawCode=GOV
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=27361.1.&lawCode=GOV
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=27361.1.&lawCode=GOV
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=27201.&lawCode=GOV
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=27280.5.&lawCode=GOV
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=27361.6.&lawCode=GOV
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=6125.&lawCode=BPC

1 8 I 0 by 1-paundbeng @ heavierl(tbere is a $3.00 additional charge for every _

page that is |larger than 8 106 x 1106 (8 10
1 Thetoprigthand si de of the document must have a
Use Only.
1 Thetoplethand si de of the document mu st have a
address.
The document must have 10 margins on all p

Must have a tax statement mailing address at the bottom of the first page.

The title of the document must appear on the first page immediately below the spaces
reserved for the return address and the Recorder.

= =4 =

Documents that do not meet this minimum requirement may not be recordable or may require
additional fees.

The Kings County Assessor/ Clerk/ Recorders off
Ref erence and I ndexing Manual 0 ( DRI-page mbrmal r e f
(16 pages are a glossary) is an official publ
California- 2023. The manual is updated every December and isisixeeto obtain. It contains:
1) Document requirements.
2) Uniform recording rules.
3) Documentary transfer tax (recording fees) requirements,
4) Senate Bills (SBHousing Fee) and Assembly Bill (AB110 amendments) that cover
Housing Fees and recording fees. Government code § 27388.1 Section 11911 of the
Revenue and Taxation Code.
5) Samples of Cover Page.
6) Refund Request.
7) Legal Opinions.
8) Rules of Indexing.
9) 340+ pages of sample documents.

Findings

F1. The Kings County Assessor/ Clerk/ Recorders
documents used by County and City departments
documents are not available.

CH® [/ 2gzdd@ mBnts in Kings County and ci-ties in

house manual of examples and requirements sho
their particular department.

32



F3. Communication between the Kings County As
departments, and the departhkiemgs Goéunthy cowld
i mproved as to the recording of documents bec

F4. Documents presented for recording are tre

Recommendati ons

R1. l nclude on the Kings County Assessor/ Cler
of documents frequently used by City and Coun
met to record those | egal document s.

R2. Each department should produce 1Its own ma
examples of those documents, what information
acceptable for recording in thfefiKien.gs County
R3. An emphasis should be placed on the i mpor:
Kings departments, City departments, and the

R4. The Kings County Assessor/ Clerk/ Recorders
personnel to provide consistent, wuniform info
Kings County

REQUI RED RESPONSE

Pursuant to PAMl1ad. 1ICopreo \VSiecce d oi6rdl spyasr ta f tiieNro tl haet €
Jury Submits a final report on the operations
the governing body of the public agency shall
on the findingesnsngerrtexciomnegrdtad imatters under
and every elected county officer or agency he
pursuant ABb4Secshahl comment within 60 days t

courteéo

Kings County Assessor/ Clerk/ Recorder
1400 W. Lacey Bl vd.
Hanford, CA 93230

Pursuant to PAMZAI (Coo)d,e pSreaxcvii doen® @iany sp aarftt:e rii Noh el
Jury Submits a final report on the operations
the governing body of the public agency shall
on the findingesnsnpgerrtexiomnreg dtad imatters under
and every elected county officer or agency he
pursuant ABbh4Secshahl comment within 90 days t

courteéo
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Kings County Board of Supervisors
1400West Lacey Boulevard
Hanford, CA 93230

Respond with Original to:

Judge Jennifer Giuliani, Presiding Judge
Kings County Superior Court

1640 Kings Court Drive

Hanford, CA 93230

Respond with Copy to:
Kings County Civil Grand Jury
P O Box #1562
Hanford, CA 93230
Corcoran High School
Policy and Procedures Regardi n
March 20214

Summar 'y
The Kings County Civil Grand Jury (Grand Jury
sexual assault/hazing that occurred during th
during the 2023/ 2024 schoolniystarrattihen Caogs cwe laln
Resource Officer (SRO) was made aware of the
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a police report was filed but not acted upon.
School Administrative Staff, Il nterim Superint.
Corcoran Joint Unified Schowilt hBovaarrd ooufs Twiutsntees
and district staff and reviewing relevant por
Policy and Procedures, as well as the Califor
find any ar e ascewlhuerees dainsdt rtihcet Cparl i f orni a Educa

Background

Our complainants received information about an incident at Corcoran High School regarding a

child a year after it happened. The complainants felt that they had exhausted all avenues with the
Corcoran Joint Unified School District. They then reached otlite@srand Jury. In Kings County

the charge of the Grand Jury is civil i n natu
and report on the operations, accounts, and records of the officers, departments, or functions of the
county including thoseperations, accounts, and records of any special legislative district or other

district in the countyo Cal. Pen. Code A 925,
needs of all county officers in the county, including the abolition orioreaf offices and the
equipment for, or thenethod or system of performing the dutiesoft he several of fic

Code 8§ 928. The Grand Jury investigated to make sure that all procedures were followed correctly
according to the Corcoran Unified Sah District policy and the California Education Code.

At the beginning of each new term, students and parents receive a copy of a school handbook. (For
Parent Handbook see Appendix A) Both the Parent and Student Handbook may be found
respectively abttps://www.corcoranunified.comThe handbooks lay out the expectations,
responsibilities, and rules that apply to a student and the repercussions of their conduct. This gives
adequate notification of what is expected of students.

It was brought to the 2023/ 2024 Grand Juryos
took place at Corcoran High School during the 2022/2023 school year. Due to fears of retaliation,
the victim wanted to remain anonymous and refused to prasgesh Policy states that when an
incident of sexual assault, bullying, or hazing is reported it is to be investigated by administration at
the school where the incident(s) took place. The Superintendent is also to be kept informed. After
the school admistration makes a recommendation for expulsion that recommendation goes to the
Corcoran Joint Unified School District Administrative Hearing Panel (AHP). The panel then either
recommends expulsion or recommends the suspension of expulsion to the SchabolnBtbés

case the AHP chose to recommend to the Corcoran School Board to suspend the expulsion. It was
stated to the Grand Jury that the Corcoran School Board was swayed by public opinion. The alleged
perpetrators were back in school almost immediately.

Persons close to the situation question the justification for the expulsion being suspended. They
were shown one of the two cell phone videos and felt that the victim was irreparably harmed. In
their mind justice was not served. They never met in perstbnamy Corcoran High School staff
administrators or AHP. The only contact they had with Corcoran High School was a phone call
from one of the administrators. They spoke with the SRO of the Corcoran Joint Unified School
District. They never went to any Baameetings because of the fear that the community would find
out who the victim was.
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https://www.corcoranunified.com/

The recommendation of expulsion might have been taken lightly by the AHP and the Corcoran
School Board because this was the first offense of these students, several of the accused had
graduated, and some are now seniors. An accusation of this severitkeepla student from

Awal king the Iined at graduati on. It was repo
outraged that school administrators suspended coaches and students for an incident that had
allegedly happened during the last schoalryehich would result in several students not being

all owed to fAwal k the |l ined and participate in

Peopleclose to the situation were told that they could appeal the decision to the Board. They felt
that it would be pointless as it would be the same Board that decided to overturn the expulsion. The
Grand Jury believes that the complainants did not clearlgrstahd the appeals process and were

not fully aware that they could appeal to Kiags County Board of Educatiavhich has oversite

over the Corcoran Joint Unified School District Board.

The Grand Jury applauds the actions taken by the Corcoran High School administration. It appears
that every effort was made to investigate, suspend, and expel the appropriate staff and students.
There remains the question of whether staff and coachegidieng known that this incident and
possibly others had taken place. Was justice served? That is a question for the citizens of Corcoran
to decide.

Methodology

The Corcoran Unified School Student Handbook
https:// corcoranhs. corcoranuni fied.€om/accnt _
Handbook. pdf

The Corcoran Unified School Parent Handbook w
https://www. corcoranunified. com/ aHacnndtb 0207k7. 3pldlf/
A signed receipt |l etter regarding the parent
School Di strict A copy of this form |l etter m;
https://www. corcoranunified.com/accnt 277311/
The Corcoran Joint Unified School Boards webs
https:// www. corcor aBmoumridf i ed. com/ Governing
Research was conducted online regarding the C
State of Califo€Coi@oEdnc8¢thool CBdard Policy a
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/ Policy/Vie:
u8ovyl imrA==&ptid=amlgTZi B9pl ushNj Il 6WXhfi OQ==&
=&PG=6&1 RP=0&i sPndg=fal se

Mul tiple interviews were conducted with the <c
the school (pdmseenst nadopastytaff of the poli
knowl edge of the events.
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https://corcoranhs.corcoranunified.com/accnt_277311/site_277316/Documents/Student-Handbook.pdf
https://corcoranhs.corcoranunified.com/accnt_277311/site_277316/Documents/Student-Handbook.pdf
https://www.corcoranunified.com/accnt_277311/site_292030/Documents/Parent-Handbook.pdf
https://www.corcoranunified.com/accnt_277311/site_292030/HandbookReceiptCorcoran2017.pdf
https://www.corcoranunified.com/Governing-Board
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36031096&revid=RiSg8WkGsxkywu8oyljmrA==&ptid=amIgTZiB9plushNjl6WXhfiOQ==&secid=9slshUHzTHxaaYMVf6zKpJz3Q==&PG=6&IRP=0&isPndg=false
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36031096&revid=RiSg8WkGsxkywu8oyljmrA==&ptid=amIgTZiB9plushNjl6WXhfiOQ==&secid=9slshUHzTHxaaYMVf6zKpJz3Q==&PG=6&IRP=0&isPndg=false
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36031096&revid=RiSg8WkGsxkywu8oyljmrA==&ptid=amIgTZiB9plushNjl6WXhfiOQ==&secid=9slshUHzTHxaaYMVf6zKpJz3Q==&PG=6&IRP=0&isPndg=false

Di scussi on

The Grand Jury investigated the policy and procedures of the Corcoran Joint Unified School
District and the California Education Code. The California Education Code states that at the
beginning of each school year, the principal of each school shall énatiedl students and
parents/guardians are notified in writing of all school rules related to discipline, including
suspension and expulsion. (Education Code 35291, 48900.1, 48980) The Corcoran Joint Unified
School District accomplishes this regulationdiving every student a Student Handbook and all
parents a Parent Handbook at the beginning of each new school year.

The Student Handbook may be found at:
https:// corcoranhs. corcoranunified.€om/accnt _
Handbook. pdf

The Parent Handbook may be found at:
https://www. corcoranunified. com/ aHacnndtb 0207k7. 3pldlf/
(Parents in the Corcoran Joint Unified School District are required to sign and return a form letter
where they confirm that they have received the Parent Handbook).

A copy of this form letter may be found at:
https:// www. corcoranuni fied. com/ accnt 277311/

The Corcoran Joint Unified School District Board policies and procedures may be found at:
https:// www. corcor aBmouwridii ed. com/ Governing

The State of Californias Education Code requirements (that the Corcoran Unified School District
follows) may be found at:

https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/ Policy/Vie:
uB8ovyl |mrA==&ptid=amlgTZi B9pl ushNj Il 6WXhfi OQ==4&
=&PG=6&I RP=0&i sPndg=fal se

The 2023/2024 Grand Jury was made aware of an alleged incident of sexual assault/hazing that
occurred on the Corcoran High School campus during the 2022/2023 school year.

Sexual assault is defined per the Education C

attempted sexual contact with another person without that person's consent, regardless of the
victim's affiliation with the community college, including, buttrimited to, any of the following:
(1) Intentional touching of another person's intimate parts without that person's consent or
other intentional sexual contact with another person without that person's consent.
(2) Coercing, forcing, or attempting to coerce or force a person to touch another person's
intimate parts without that person's consent.
(3) Rape, which includes penetration, no matter how slight, without the person's consent, of
either of the following:
(A) The vagina or anus of a person by any body part of another person or by an
object.
(B) The mouth of a person by a sex organ of another person
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https://corcoranhs.corcoranunified.com/accnt_277311/site_277316/Documents/Student-Handbook.pdf
https://corcoranhs.corcoranunified.com/accnt_277311/site_277316/Documents/Student-Handbook.pdf
https://www.corcoranunified.com/accnt_277311/site_292030/Documents/Parent-Handbook.pdf
https://www.corcoranunified.com/accnt_277311/site_292030/HandbookReceiptCorcoran2017.pdf
https://www.corcoranunified.com/Governing-Board
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36031096&revid=RiSg8WkGsxkywu8oyljmrA==&ptid=amIgTZiB9plushNjl6WXhfiOQ==&secid=9slshUHzTHxaaYMVf6zKpJz3Q==&PG=6&IRP=0&isPndg=false
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36031096&revid=RiSg8WkGsxkywu8oyljmrA==&ptid=amIgTZiB9plushNjl6WXhfiOQ==&secid=9slshUHzTHxaaYMVf6zKpJz3Q==&PG=6&IRP=0&isPndg=false
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36031096&revid=RiSg8WkGsxkywu8oyljmrA==&ptid=amIgTZiB9plushNjl6WXhfiOQ==&secid=9slshUHzTHxaaYMVf6zKpJz3Q==&PG=6&IRP=0&isPndg=false

The Corcoran High School administration and the SRO became aware of the alleged incident via
students and cell phone videos, not by coaches. Policy states that certain steps be followed when an
incident such as was reported takes place. School admiwistiatiestigates, the superintendent is

kept informed, any recommendations made by the school in question are heard by the AHP who
then makes a recommendation to the School Board. The School Board does have the final decision.

The Corcoran High School administration and the Grand Jury were told that the victim wanted to
stay anonymous because of the fear of retaliation and to have the school authorities handle the
accusation. School administration investigated by interviewaiff @ahd students in addition to

watching the videos. The Corcoran High School administration recommended that the perpetrators
be expelled from school. (Expulsion means removal of a student from the immediate supervision
and control or the general supergisof school personnel). (Education Code 48925).

An evaluation of that decision was made by the AHP and their recommendation to the Corcoran
School Board was that the expulsion be suspended.

According to Board Policy, when deciding whether to suspend the enforcement of an expulsion
order, theBoard shall consider the following criteria:

a. The studentbés pattern of behavior

b. The seriousness of the misconduct

c. The studentds attitude toward the miscondu

program.

During the period when enforcement of the expulsion order is suspended, the student shall be on
probationary status. (Education Code 48917).

The Corcoran School Board took that recommendation and subsequently the expulsion was
suspended. The accused were back in school almost immediately. The parents were told at a later
date that they could appeal the decision.

Following are the sections of the California Education Code that apply to this incident.
The California Education Code 5144.1: Suspension and Expulsion/Due Process is as follows:

In regard to sexual assault:
Education Code 48900(n) section 13. Committed or attempted to commit a sexual assault as
defined in Penal Code 261, 266¢, 286, 288, 288a, or 289, or committed a sexual battery as
defined in Penal Code 243.4 (Education Code 48900(n)).

In Corcoran High School the discipline for sexual assault would be:

a. First offense Suspension following discipline code, based upon severity which
may include recommendation to AHP for expulsion, parent contacted, police
department notified.

b. Second offensé Dependent upon severity, may include referral to AHP for
possible recommendation for expulsion, parent contacted, police department
notified.

c. Third offensé Automatic expulsion recommendation.

In regard to hazing:
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Education Code 48900(q) section 16. Engaged in, or attempted to engage in, hazing
(Education Code 48900(q)). Hazing means a method of initiation -@nigiegion into a

student organization or body, whether or not the organization or body is officially

recognized by an educational institution, which is likely to cause serious bodily injury or
personal degradation or disgrace resulting in physical or mental harm to a former, current, or
prospective student. Hazing does not include athletic events or savationed events
(Education Code 48900(q)).

In Corcoran High School the discipline for hazing would be:
a. First offense Suspension following site discipline code, dependent upon
severity, police department contacted dependent upon severity, parent contacted.
b. Second offenseSuspension which may include referral to AHP for possible
expulsion, police department contacted dependent upon severity, parent
conference, discipline dependent upon severity.
c. Third offenseé’ Automatic expulsion recommendation.

In regard to bullying:
Education Code 48900(r) section 17. Engaged in an act of bullying.
Bullying means any severe or pervasive physical or verbal act or conduct, including
communications made in writing or by means of an electronic act, directed toward one or
more students #t has or can reasonably be predicted to have the effect of placing a
reasonable student in fear of harm to self or property; cause the student to experience a
substantially detrimental effect on physical or mental health; or cause the student to
experiene substantial interferences with academic performance or ability to participate in or
benefit from the services, activities, or privileges provided by a school (Education Code
48900(r)).

Bullying includes any act of sexual harassment, hate violencerasdmaent, threat, or
intimidation, as defined in Education Code 48900.2, 48900.3, or 48900.4 and below in the
section "Additional Grounds for Suspension and Expulsion: Grad@s'4hat has any of

the effects described above on a reasonable student.

Bullying also includes an act of cyber sexual bullying by a student through the

dissemination of, or the solicitation or incitement to disseminate, a photograph or other
visual recording that depicts a nude, sende, or sexually explicit photograph or other

visual recording of an identifiable minor, when such dissemination is to another student or

to school personnel by means of an electronic act and has or can be reasonably predicted to
have one or more of the effects of bullying described above. Cybel beyang does not

include a depiction, portrayal, or image that has any serious literary, artistic, educational,
political, or scientific value or that involves athletic events or schanttioned activities.

In Corcoran High School the discipline for bullying would be:
a. First offense Suspension following site discipline code, dependent upon
severity, police department contacted dependent upon severity, parent contacted.
b. Second offensé Suspension which may include referral to AHP for possible
expulsion, police department contacted dependent upon severity, parent
conference, discipline dependent upon severity.
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c. Third offenseé’ Automatic expulsion recommendation.

Foral®gr ade student disciplinary acti'®bglade have a
student is expelled, this student will lose the privilege of participating in the graduation ceremony.

Thisincludesany f2gr ade st udent that is on fAsuspended
Corcoran Unified School District must grant a diploma to a student that completes diploma
requirements: however, the graduation ceremon

The Corcoran Unified School District Governing Board consists of a group of elected trustees who
work together to create an environment consi s
regularly to address school policies, evaluate staff, set eoln@bgjoals, and ensure our district is
managing its finances responsiblyt t ps: / / www. cor c or aBnouariheéfscheod . ¢ o m
board meets on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of each month (subject to adjustments due to holidays
or special circumstances) in the CUSD boardroom located at 1520 Patterson Corcoran California.

Findings

F1. At the beginning of every school yelay par
out the expectations, responsibilities, and rules that apply to a student and the repercussions of their
conduct. This gives adequate notification of what is expected of students and parents.

F2. The Corcoran administrator in charge of t
Uni fied School Policy and Procedures.

F3. The Cor cowelns iHie hd dcSecsholbdve a | ink/ method f
bullying, sexual assault, etc. anonymously.

F 4The complainants were not made aware or did not clearly understand the appeals process.
Decisions made by theapmeall e cthm otlhd8o@ao wWn tma yB ¢

F5. The Administrative Hearing Panel did not
regarding this incident.

Fo6. The School Board did not foll ow the schoo
i ncident .

Recommendati ons

R1. Parents should read and take seriously th
each school year to know what i s expected as

R2. School administrators should continue to

Uni fied School Policy and Procedures.
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https://www.corcoranunified.com/Governing-Board

R3. Open communication should be continuous a
school staff/administration.

should be encouraged to read and

R4 . Parents
the school when questions ari se.

cont act

R5. The Administrative Hearing Panel should f
and staff of their school s.

R6. The school board should follow the admini
and not be swayed by the rumblings of the gen

REQUI RED RESPONSE

Pursuant to PAMZAI (Co)d,e pSrexcvtiidbend i n part: H[ANo |
Jury submits a final report on the operations
the governing body of the public agpeciyoshabl
on the findings and recommendations pertainin
and every elected county officer or agency he
pursuant ABb4Secshahl comment within 60 days t
courtéo

Corcoran Joint Unified School District Board
1520 Patterson Avenue

Corcor an, Ca 93212

Andre Pecina, Superintendent

Corcoran Joint Unified School Di strict

1520 Patterson Avenue

Corcor an, Ca 93212

| NVI TED RESPONSES

Kings County Board of Education
c/ o Badldow, Superintendent

1144 West Lacey Boulevard
Hanford, Ca 93230

SEND FI NAL REPORT RESPONSES TO:

Origimnmal to

Judge Jennifer Giuliani, Presiding Judge
Kings County Superior Court

1640 Kings Court Drive

Hanford, CA 93230
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Copy to

Kings Count
P O Box #15
Hanford, CA

y Civil Grand Jury
6

Appendi x A

Corcoran Unified School Di strict Parent
Student Behavior and Conduct

The Board and staff of our school di strict be
andonduct while attending school and school sy
any actions of pupils at any time, which are
are obligated to followdtlé¢ heéirr emeimbens of the
on the part of a pupil to follow school and d
school staff can result in disciplinary actio
Mandatory recommendation for expulsion:

A student who commits any of the following of"
recommended for expul sion Possession of knif
alcohol, committing sexual /aextaarltti,orc,ausr nas S
upon any school official

Suspensions

I f it becomes necessary to suspend your <chil d
1 Parents are to respond to the principalds
suspension without del ay.

2 Whenever a student is suspended from cl ass
student és parent/ guardian to attend a portion
completing the classroom visit and before | ea
meet with the princiopal or designee.

3 Parents and pupils have the right to inspe
suspensi on.

4 Parents and pupils have the right to reque
designee i f they question the appropriateness
conferring with the principal

5. Pupils are to be allowed to complete al/l a
suspension that can be reasonably provided, a
satisfactory wor k.

The district's procedures and each school ' s r
are available for your inspection in the off]i
GROUNDS FOR SUSPENSI ON AND EXPULSI ON

E.C. 48900 General
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(n) Committed
288, or 289 of
in Section 243
(o) Harassed,
school discipl
retaliating adg
(p) Unl awfully
(g) Engaged in
a method opreéehn
organi zation o
serious bodily
for mer, curren
athletic egsant
(r) Engaged in
foll owing mean
(1) ABullyingo
communi cati ons
committed by a
directed towar
or more of the
(A) Placing a
property.

(B) Causing a
physical or me
(C) Causing a
perfor mance.
(D) Causing a
participate in
(2) (A) nEl ect
means of an el
ot her wireless
l'i mited to, an
(i) A message,
(iri1) A post on
(') Posting to
purpose of hav
(11) Creating
of the effects
consent | mpers
reasonably bel
i mpersonated.
(rr1r)y Creating
(1) . AnFal se pr
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predicted to have one or more of the effects

paragraph (1). A photograph or other visual r
the depictiomuoé, aonus e@hwd wigyr agpxhp loirc iott her vi s
mi nor where the minor is |dent|f|able from th
(1rr1r) For purposes of this clause, cyber sex
i mage that has any serious Iiterary, artistic
athletic egsantsioreesdchoodl viti

(B) Notwithstanding paragraph (1) and subpara
pervasive conduct solely on the basis that it
posted on the internet.

(3) AReasonabl e pupil 06 means a pupil, includi
who exercises average care, skill, and judgme
of that age with the pupil ds exceptional need
(s) A pupil shall not be suspended or expell e
the act is related to a school activity or sc
jurisdiction of the superpniepodpal of obbeusch
school district. A pupil may be suspended or
and related to a school activity or school at
Il i mi t edf ttoh e afnoyl loowi ng:

(1) While on school grounds

(2) While going to or coming from school

(3) During the lunch period whether on or off
(4) During, or while gesiproq stoog ear acd mivngdg yf.r om,
(t) A pupil who aids or abets, as defined in
infliction of physical injury to another pers
pursuant to this sectiecem, aedXcuedpgte dt hbayt aa | puwpeinli
commi tted, as an aider and abettor, a crime o
bodily injury or serious bodily injury shal/l

(u) As used in this section, fAschool property
dat abases.

(v) For a pupil subject to discipline under t
principal i s encouraged to provide albbegsedhtiv
framework with strategiasemhat oumpomes, béhatvi
and designed to address and correct the pupil
48900. 5.

(w) (1) It is the intent of the Legislature t
against a pupil who is truant, tardy, or othe
(2) It is further the iIifAtemtedofSytshemLeodi Sluaptpw
includes restorativefpusmedcerpcactciesessotcriaum
school wide positive behayibe usé¢eedrvenhelopspamp
soci al and emotional skill s,relezteeder sup@pms ¢ s,
the i mpact of their actions, and develop mean
community.

SEXUAL HARASSMENT

Student s
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The Governing Board is committed to maintaini
harassment and discrimination. The Board proh
schespbnssrcehebedrat ed activities. The Board al so
any person who files a complaint, testifies,
process.
The Supe ent or designee s khplplr ogpmrs wartee t
nstruct i nformation on sexual harassm
Wh a 't and behavior constitutes sexwual h
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7Messaging, grabbing, fondling, stroking, or
8. Touching an individual 6s body or <clothes i
9. | mpeding or blocking movements or any phys
directed at an individual on the basis of sex
10. Di splaying sexually suggestive objects
11. Sexwual assault, sexual battery, or sexual
Restrictions on freedom of students'’ dress wi

guestion.

This page intentional l eft bl ank
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The Need for a Ki

ngs County As
February 2024

Summary

The Kings County Civil Grand Jury investiagate
the property value assessment made by the Kin
small, rural county and i s oBnoearodf 01f0 Scuopuenrtviiesso
the county Board of Equalization. The Kings C
appeals board for the County of Kings regardi
At this date, there is no |l egal requirement f
board of supervisors to have any official tra
board of supervisors of atnlye cloaartds omfays u per \ir s
may, by ordinance, create an assessment appea
taxable property within the county for the pu
created by mmawe nraemgwei rdeomesnt s f or training and
Operationally there are various bodies that m
through one or more assessment appeals boards
or by a countydés board of Z20@ed®0)so0rs (if the
Only ten of the 58 counties in California con
appeals board. Even small counties are findin
appeal s board. Mi st akes (ian ccodnteyds npgr cap d r tayp pt
significant i mpact on the ability of a county
empl oyees

Background

The California Legislature, in the Revenue Ac
supervisors to serve as the county board of e
State Constitution, Articl e aXldl lo,f Semteiroon slof,s
more assessment appeals boards created by the
county board of equalization for that county.
California has 58 counti es. Each county has a
property. This includes al/l residential, busi
apartment houses. The iatsys@ss sprmeonpe rotfy av apleur es odnedt
property taxes they are charged to pay. Prope
is used to fund services for the citizens and
I f there is a disagreement between a property
property owner may appeal that value to a | oc

48



The function of an appeals board is to determ
value of property when in disputce alAmoayp evdaled
its duties, it makes degciamidons ashet d atiren ewsasl w
constitutes an independent and conclusive jud
Operationally, the | aw allows various bodies
includes as foll ows
1)The Kings County Board of Supervisors are
assessment appeals boards. Per the Califor
members of a created assessment appeals bo
process, elements in the conduct of assess
devel opments in case and statutory | aw and
conducted by either the State Board oonf. Equ
HoThe Kings County Board of Supervisors coul
Oof ficer or Officers. Those persons would b
state mandated tr ai PAl rtHe atra niga rod liveh esepep Ba lbgg r
assessment appeals board commissioners act
appeal sfa@amidiyngllwel | i ngs, condominiums, <co0O
dwel |l i ngs ofHedaruinnigt sf eoers Iweosusl.d motd ampley it d
Hearing Officer Program. The proceedings a
One commi ssioner acting as a hearing offic
evidence from both parties.
3)The Kings County cBmarcd nafi nQuwep eérhwei scaurrsr ent p
their role as the Board of Equalization, a
board. The Kings County Board of -Baliemgi so
means, mandat e tthhee nssaenhev etsr aaihmitng sf arequi r ed
board member wunder the | aw.
Any of the above options would reassure the <c
making the i mportant decisions having to do w
County tax roll s. | n c¢ hoiorsg ntgh ea ns togtt u 0 nq wd ,h etrt
Board of Supervisors would |Ilighten their work
more time on other i1issues that are of great I

The Kings Count
and responsibiliti
of the Kings Count
on a variety of bo
Robi7so®uper-8j) sand

y Board of Supervi sjoudi diaasl mauwt
i es prescribed to it by the
u Boamd ofnt®upern\si, s®rmnos ealcho
rds an®d,c Smmies ¥li5s 0 $S uNSewr @vsir S

y
a
V&ubpbeBv{iasrcKaibobhe has an
X

for a t dSteael A@pfP elnld)i (A
At this time, there iIs no state requirement f
have ny formal training. The Kings County Bo

a
and their service to KinggarChiumg yv avlhiteant imarks naf
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assessment appeals decisions. Given the growt
related to valuation, now I s the time to cons

Arguments can be made that because assessment
| ocal revenue, appeals boards run by a county
protecting the countyodos fipeoadlntni @ar ¢ htes rame c
flip side, it could be said that an appeals b
supervisors might be biased toward keeping th
giving taxpaoguwtrcsome.f avor abl e

Any mistakes that are made in assessments or

tax roll equals income) have a significant i m
services to its citizens and payroll to its e

In Kings County, the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors is responsible for managing and operating
the Board of Supervisors Office. The Clerk also serves as the clerk of the County Assessment
Appeals Board, a position that has the responsibility (when dealth Assessments/Appeals) to
process appeals applicatiopspvide legal noticing, prepare the agendas, attend meetings, prepare
the minutes of the proceedings, process stipulations and withdrawals, determines the validity of
applications, respond to ingies, and ensure compliance with the Revenue and Taxation Code.
More detailed information and rules for filing an appeal to an assessment may be found on the
Kings County websitenattps://www.countyofkings.com/departments/boeafesupervisors/board
of-equalizatiorassessmerdppeals

Methodology
I nterviews were held with staff from the King
Assessor/ Clerk/ Recorders Office.

nf ormati on was obtained fr om:

Background

1) The California SAsades Boanmtd Afgp c&aglusal Mazmu d lo n(
reprinted January 2015)

2) California State Boamwd. oflt EqQquabi gavi opnoPt a
3) California Revenue and Taxation Code DivVvi s
4) California State Board of Equalization Res
February 2020

5) Senate Bill 934, Senate Bill 1234

6) California Counties

https:// www. google.com/ search?g=en. wikipedia.:
&r 1 z=1C1GCEA

7) Board of Equalizati on

www. boe. ca.gov/dataportal/dataset.ht m?2url =Pr o

8) Kings County vBwva.rcdo uwrft b/Sos@Hsl urpoess o r soéfr s/ boar d
equal iazasteisemesamdl s and board committee assignm
50



https://www.countyofkings.com/departments/board-of-supervisors/board-of-equalization-assessment-appeals
https://www.countyofkings.com/departments/board-of-supervisors/board-of-equalization-assessment-appeals
http://www.cdtfa.ca.gov/proptax.htm
https://www.google.com/search?q=en.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2Fcategory%3Acalifornia_counties&rlz=1C1GCEA
https://www.google.com/search?q=en.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2Fcategory%3Acalifornia_counties&rlz=1C1GCEA
http://www.boe.ca.gov/dataportal/dataset.htm?url=ProptaxAppealsboardshearingOfficers,Grid
http://www.countyofkings/

9) Difference between heatpsg/ o66fgoeroagd
Di scussi on
The California Constitution establishes a
equalization equalizes the values of | oca
The function and procedurstated I ncahebRa
Code sections 1601 through 1645.5 and Tit
Code of Regul ations séAdppeods x3B1 through
I n 2002 there were 19 Counties where the
county board of equalization. As of 2022,
acts as the assessment appleams board. Ki
CALI FORNI A COUNTY POPULATI ONS UNDER
As of 2002 As of 2022

County Population BOS Population BOS

Alpine 1,220 Yes 14,958 Yes

Amador 35,450 Yes 41,259 Yes

Calaveras 41,000 Yes 46,221 No

Colusa 19,150 Yes 21,917 No

Del Norte 28,250 Yes 28,100 Yes

Glenn 26,900 Yes 28,805 No

Imperial 149,000| Yes 179,851 No

Inyo 18,200 Yes 18,970 Yes

Kings 134,500| Yes 153,443 Yes

Lake 59,100 Yes 68,766 No

Mendocino| 87,400 Yes 91,305 No

Modoc 9,550 Yes 8,661 Yes

Napa 125,800 Yes 136,207 No

Plumas 32,000 Yes 19,915 Yes

SanBenito 54,500 Yes 66,677 Yes

Sierra 3,610 Yes 3,283 No

Tehama 56,700 Yes 65,498 Yes

Trinity 13,100 Yes 16,060 No

Tuolumne 55,200 Yes 55,810 Yes
I n the remaining 48 counties the board of
appeals boards. This shows a tendency for
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https://sfgov.org/

assessment appeals bogear Tlke Mmnembhelr $ heeevest

of terms that they may serve. I n counties wit
200, 000 residents, the board of supervisors ¢
knowl edge of property appraisal and taxationbo

whi ch may Abpep efnoduinxd d.n

Any new members of an assessment appeals boar

either the State Board of Equalization or by
but not be I imited to, an evVemenew 0h the ass
appeal hearings, and i mportant devel opments i

The state required training for a member of a
|l ogged by e hroaxd e&r &f odupdéirvi sors of each count

As stated above, the same requirement of trai
countyés board of supervisors. Currently only
of Supervisors has complenedappgabsfi Thal ot ha
have stated that they have no training except
as members of the Board of Supervisors.

Kings County has a tax roll of over 14.9 bill
|l ot of tax doll ars at stake, most assessment
property. I n Kings County.,atltse ifsi Diung derti dd
each year, with a hearing deposit of $200.00
The following is the tax roll of Kings County
Assessor/ Clerk/ Recorders Office.
CITY COUNTY RECAP
ALL KINGS COUNTY
2023-2024 Assessment Roll
%

2022-2023 2023-2024 Change Change
Land 3,772,904,1783 4,084,385,591 311,481,413 8.26%
Improvements 9,014,582,740 9,747,016,885 732,434,145 8.13%
Personal Property 928,003,780 1,083,703,281 155,699,501 16.78%
Total Tangible $ 13,715,490,698 $ 14,915,105,757 $ 1,199,615,059 8.75%
Exemptions
Church-Welfare-Other 621,533,905 648,161,754 26,627,849 4.28%
Sub Totafwithout Utility Roll) $ 13,093,956,793 $ 14,266,944,003 $ 1,172,987,210 8.96%
Exemptions-Reimbursable
Homeowners 97,548,499 94,430,515 (3,117,984) -3.20%
Net Total Tangibigithout utiity roll) ~ $ 12,996,408,294 $ 14,172,513,488 $ 1,176,105,194 9.05%
The foll owing table shows the number of appea

assessments (a correction to a propertyds ass
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Annual Secured Property Tax BilThHi 9 ni rKfi mrgma tCioc
provided to the Grand Jury by the Clerk of th
Number ofNumber of Number of Number of Escaped

Total ApplicatiorApplication Assessed Hearings Hearings Assessments
Application ResidentialCommercia Value Residentic Commercial Commercial

2019 27 2 25 524,210,65p 1 1 5

2020 46 1 45 341,699,919 1 3 17

2021 38 0 38 535,83550p O 2 1

2022 41 0 41 488,016,004 O 2 3

2023 35 0 35 603,903,24p *** ohk 2

*** When an application is filed, the Kings C
hearing. Some applications have filed for a w
al |l parties to researcdhtanldeaad btmo ta i md amrimmag i roc
I n general, the appeals board is |Iimited to t
(See the Assessment -RppeahsetMadanbar MagO02B0B
decision is final and may nét requeshear dyby hte
taxpayer unless by order of the court A revi
decision if it is determined to be fraudul ent
appeals boaow dtaancalrdo groddcri bed by the Legi
on |l egal issues, such as the valwuation method
appeal

Findings

F1. I n Kings-m€mbaetyKinhe fCiouwuety Board of Supe
Equali zation and, by default, the assessment
F2. The members of the Kings County Board of
California to have any official training to s

F3. The KiBogs dCodniBgumplkeernvs soirts on many boards
have many duties and pbpéspgpoeatbi mpbobreanthato t
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F4. There may be a perceived conflict of inte
supervisors hearing assessment appeal s.

FST.here are operational optionscamas | abl addoes
assessmedtheaeppeéalcs ude mai nt aianipmrp fizlss ¢ DHaatd n
appeal sr baaarhdegar i mgo@rf omcemandati ng the same ¢t

County BoardsoftiSogeasi sbe dBimar d so fr equu aleidz aotf
assessment appeals board member.

Recommendati ons

R The Kings County Board of Supervisors shou
for the County of Kings when it comes to hand

A.Create a professional assessment appeal s
B.Create a hearing officer program.

C.Mandtahe same tthkeaehgbsn@ofliaty Bosairtdt ionfg Sausp etrl
Board of Equali zati onastsheasts mmesn tr eagpup eraelds bby

REQUI RED RESPONSE

Pursuant tSe cPteinainc )AC03i3eno wiatktd | ater than 90 da
Jury Submits a final report on the operations
the governing body of the public agency shall
on thegsfiamdi necommendations pertaining to mat
and every elected county officer or agency he
pursuant f14. Seshabh A®mment within 60 days to

courteéeo

Kings County Board of Supervisors
Administration Bldg. 1

1400 Lacey Boulevard

Hanford, Ca 93230

| NVI TED RESPONSES
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Kristine

Lee

Kings County Assessor/ Clerk/ Recorder
1400 W. Lacey Bl vd.

Hanford, Ca 93230

SEND FI NAL REPORT RESPONSES TO:
Respond with Original to:

Judge Jennifer Giuliani, Presiding Judge
Kings County Superior Court

1640 Kings Court Drive

Hanford, CA 93230

Respond with Copy to

Kings County Civil Grand Jury

P O Box 1562

Hanford CA 93232
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l LILISY RAE

{15 Janmary 20724

1024 BOARD COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS

Board of Supervisors Members antomatically serve on fhe following Governing Beards or Commitiess: Board of Suparvisors (BOS), Housing
Autharity af Eings County, Kimer Courgy Pubiic Financing Autharity, Kimgz County Board of Equaliaton (BOE), Kmgz Cowunty In-Home Supportive

Sarvices Pubiic duthority Board of Directars (IH3S). Caigbmia Public Finance Authoriy and Calfbrria Community Housing dzancy.

Organization Primary Appointment Altermate Appointment

L sory Comumities T Neves D Verboon
1. Hehavioral Health Advisory Board T, Heves B Vall=
3. Cal-ID-California [dentification Committee J. Hewes B Fagmides
4. CalViva - Tn-Conmiy (Fresno/Einps Madera) Health Authority | J. Newes E_ Fpbinson
5. Ceniral 5an Joaguin Valley Fareien Trade Zone Adv. Bd D. Verboon B Valls
.  Child Abuse Prevention Coordinating Council HiA
1. Comfywids Crversipht Board J. Nawes N
8. CSAC - Board of Directors F. Robmson D. Verboon
9 CSAC - Gov't Finance and Operation . Robmson D. Verboon
10. CHAC - Adminismation of lustice . Robmson D. Verboon
11. CHAC - A= i Natural Basources R Robimson D. Verboon
12, CHAC - Healh & Human Services E. Robmson D. Verboon
13. CHAC - Howsing, Land Use & Transportation E. Robimson D. Verboon
14. Emmploves Activities Committee BEC) J. Newes-BE() Culy B Fapmdes Employes Activities
15, Exac Commities — Lake Success Feservolr Enlargement R Valls Pablic Works Dhept. Feprasentative
16. Exzc Commities - Lake Faweah/Temmings Enlarzement E Valls Public Works Dhept. Fepresentative
17. First 3 Children & Families Commizsion J. Hewes il
18, Indian Gaming Local ity Benefit Comse (2)(1 J. Newes FE Valle | D. Verbpon
10, Solid Waste Local Enforcement Hearine Banel E NA _
0. Kin=s Co Abandoned Vehicle Service Author AVEA D, Verboon R Valls
21 Einzs County Assoc. of Governments (ECAG) (2)(2) J. Weves D. Verboon | B Valle P Famnndes
21 Kings Conmiszion on Asmz Comiil F. Fazundes B Fpbinson
23, Kings Conmmmity Artion Crpanization . Fagundes D. Verboon
4. Kings Co Community Comections Parinership Commitiee AB1 | D. Verboen 1. Hewes
5. Kings Co Homelessness Collabomtive ] Hewes HA
28, Kinzs Co Favenile  Taskforee D. Verboon N4

._hl ' (1) 1. Neves L. Verboon | B Fapmaes
28 Ki  Surpestion Propram Committes Chairman Vice-Chairman
29, Kings Ecooomic Development Comoration I. Verboon 1. Newes
30. FKinzs Waste & Recycline Auth (EWERA) (232 J. Neves B Famundes | D. Verboon E_ Fobinson
31 Kinzs Tulare Area o AFing Council B R Robimson | N/A per bylaws
31._Local Arency Formation Commission (LAFCO) (25(1) 1. Neves D Verboon | B Walle
33, (Offics of Emerpency Services J. Wemes D). Verbaon
34 Burl County Bepresentatives of Califomia (RCRC) D. Verboon E_ Fobinsan
5. San Joamquin Valley Unified Air Polbrdon Cenirol District E. Robmson I/A-pa 5B 710
36, San Joaquin Valley Supervisors Exscutive Commities Chainman Vice Chaimman
31, san Jpaquin Valley Supervisors Legis. Liasson B Fazondes L. Vertoon
3% San Joaquin Valley Jeint Powers Authoriry D, Verboon City of Hanford representative
30, San Joaquin Valley Water Coalifion D Verboon R Fammides
40, South Fork Fines Groundwater Sostinability Arency J. Hewes D. Verboon
41, Workforce Development Hoard E Valla /A per bylaws
41 United Way Emergency Food & Shelter Program Commities Chainman Vice-Chairman

Appendi X

B
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Section 15606 of the Governm@eant fOodhe a Tiotdlee o
states that the functions of an appeals board

1)To | ower, sustain, or increase upon applic:
application has been filed, individual ass
| ocal tax assessment rol |,
2)To determine the full value and, where app
the subject of the hearing,
3)To hear and decide penalty assessments, an:
assessments on that roll except escaped as
Taxations Code section 531.12,
4)To determine the classification of the pro
classifications within the gener al cl assif
personal property. Such <cl assiiffiicat ibcen sn gme
from property taxation.
5)To determine the allocation of value to pr
6)To exercise the powers specified in sectio
a.Except as provided in subsection (a)(4),
exemptions or to consider allegations tha
have been i mproperly denied.
b.The board gatdd ciimla cpapasiity and renders i
proper evidence presented at the hearing.

Appendi x C

Per California Revenue and Tax ode 1624 (202
A person isnomtnatignbfertf member ship to an
unl ess he or she meets one of the foll owin
1)Has a mini mum of five years professional

accountant or public accountant, a | icens
apprai ser accredited by a nat i onparlolpyerrteyc o
appraiser certified by the Office of Real
certified by the State Board of Equalizat
2)ls a person who the nominating member of
believe Ii's possessed of competent knowl ed
a.Document ation of qualifying experience
with the clerk of the board.
b.This section shall apply only to an ass
popul ation of | ess than 200, 000.
c.County popul ation estimates conducted b
Section 13073.5 of the Government Code
popul ation of a county for purposes of

Per California Revenue and Tax Code 1624.01 (.
(aOn and after January 1, 2001, any person
appointed to hesaswmemmmer apipeads board she
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described in subdivision (a) of Section 1
term on the board or as soon as reasonabl
(bA member of an assessment appeals board w
by this section in the time permitted sha
date of the notice by the cl er k aldestieitnige
training constitutes resignation by opera
60 days of the notice by the clerk, the n
her position on the board. CNotowi, t asthbamd ic
member may continue to retain his or her
appeal hearings to which the member i s as
date of resignation pursuant to this subd

California Revenue and Tax Code 1624. 02

a)Every person newly selected for member shi

an assessment appeals board shall success
by either the State Board of Equalizati on
county option. Training shal!/| i nclude, bu
devel opments in the case and statutory | a
with County Boards of Supervisors, admini
asssors, and | ocal property taxpayer repr
training provided by counties shall be de
assessment process, elements in the condu
of &lqiuzati on, assessors, and | ocal proper
final approval by the State Board of Equa
Equalization shall be conducted regionall
Asucddgysfcompl et eot isrheaaldt tienrcd airdee faitl It he ¢
personb6s receiving a certificate of compl
at the conclusion of the course of traini
b)There shal/l be no charge to counties for
Equalization pursuant to this section.
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County Government Committee

Kathy Bare, Chairperson
Sue GaviniCeChair

Rebecca Bell Jose Macias
Joe Curry Greg Martinez
Wayne Harvey Karen Ormsby
Dick Hoffmaster Kevin Scott
Maria Kelley Bill Watson
Joe Koutny Nya Whitmore

County Government Committee, Letters Sent
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Kings County
Name

Chuck Kinney

Jeff Garner

Joe Neves
Michael Cavanagh
Doug Verboon

Bill Lynch
Abraham Valencia
Wendy Osikafo
Kristine Lee
LupeVilla

Carolyn Leist

Nate Ferrier
Andrew Mazza
Kyria Martinez
Rusty Robinson
Richard Valle
Richard Fagundes
Erik Urena

Greg Gatzka
Scott Holwell

Doug Barnhart
Paula Murray

Megan Vega

Catherine Venturella

Samatha Yang
Abraham Valencia
Jimmy Hook

Lupe Villa
Dustin Fuller

Position

LAFCO

Executive Director KCAO

Kings County Board of Supervisors

District Manager Kings Mosquito Abatement District
Kings County Board of Supervisors

Office of Emergency Services

Kings County Emergency Services Manager
Director Kings County Human Services Agency
Kings County Assessor, Clerk, Recorder
Registrar of Voters

Director of Human Resources

Kings County Sheriffs Office
Sergeant Kings County Sheriffs Office
Kings CountyAdministrative Officer
Kings County Board of Supervisors
Kings County Board of Supervisors
Kings County Board of Supervisors
Kings CountyFinance Director

Corcoran City Manager

Kings County Public Guardian/Veterans Service Officer

California Fish and Wildlife
Grant Writer

Deputy County Administrative Officer
Kings County Clerk of the Board

Kings County Animal Control Officer
Kings County Emergenc8ervices Manager
Ag Commissioner Weights and Measures

Kings County Registrar of Voters
Manager Cross Creek Flood Control District
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Date

8/11/2023
8/11/2023
8/31/2023
9/15/2023
9/15/2023
9/15/2023
9/15/2023
9/22/2023
9/22/2023

9/292023
9/29/2023

10/6/2023
10/6/2023
10/6/2023
10/6/2023
10/13/2023
10/20/2023
10/27/2023

11/10/2023
11/17/2023

1/19/2024
1/26/2024

2/2/2024
2/9/2024
2/9/2024

3/7/2024
4/5/2024

4/5/2024
4/12/2024



Health andEducationCommittee

Bill Watson Chairperson
Arnie GarzaCoeChair

Kathy Bare Jose Madis
Rebecca Bell Karen Ormsby
Sue Gavini Kevin Scott
DickHoffmaster Nya Whitmore
Maria Kelley Ronney Wong
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Health and Education Committee, Letters Sent

Name

Lisa Lewis

Rose Mary Rahn

Todd Barlow

Joy Gabler

Juan Ruiz
Lisa Lewis

Christie Lupkes

Polo Ortiz

Lisa Rogers

Logan Martin

Sharon Cronk
Michelle King
Loretta Black

Position

Director Kings County Behavioral Health

Director Kings County Department Blublic Health
County Superintendent of Schools

Superintendent Hanford Elementary School District

Superintendent Lemoore Union Elem School District
Superintendent Reef Sunset Unified School District
Director Kings County Behavioral Health

Deputy Director Kings County Behavioral Health

Clinical Program Manager KingSounty Behavioral Health

Regional Director Kings View

Wellness Specialist Kettleman City Elem School

Principal Pioneer Elementary School
Superintendent/Principal Kit Carson Union Elem School
Superintendent/Principal Island Union Elem School
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Date

8/25/2023

9/15/2023
9/29/2023

10/27/2023

12/1/2023
12/1/2023
12/22/2023
12/22/2023
12/22/2023

2/2/2024

3/8/2024

5/17/2024
5/17/2024
5/24/2024



Law and Public Safet¢ommittee

Dick HoffmasterChairperson
Wayne HarveyCoChair

Kathy Bare
Rebecca Bell
Joe Curry
Arnie Garza
Sue Gavini
Maria Kelley

Jose Macias
Karen Ormsby
Bill Watson
Nya Whitmore
Ronney Wong
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Law & Public Safety Committee, Letters Sent

Name

Leonard Bakker
Jeremiah Gilson

Tom Wilson
Rick Smith

Nate Ferrier
Andrew Mazza
Crystal Thomas

Brent Urban
Matthew Smith
JaimeFahlsingTafolla
Robert Clifton

Justin Davis
Kevin Menezes

Kevin Garcia
Cecilio Velasco

Josh Hunt
Mark Carillo
Travis Nunes
Tom Allen
Shawn Jansen
Salvador Flores
Richard Torres
Logan Baaz

Ed Rhyman
Brandy Alvarez

Position

Probation Department
Sergeant Gang Ta$torce

COS Police Academy Director
COS Fire Tech Coordinator Instruction Facility

Sergent Kings County Sheriff
Deputy Kings County Sheriff
Assistant Sheriff Kings County Sheriffs Office

P10 California Substance Abuse Treatment Facil
Lieutenant, City of Lemoore Police Department
Dispatch Supervisor City of Lemoore Police

P1O Corcoran State Prison

Deputy Kings County Sheriffs Office
Captain Kings County Fire Department

Captain Kings County fire Department
Avenal Police Chief

Senior Deputy K9 handler Kings County Sheriff
HART Team

Engineer

Captain

Captain

Chief

Engineer

Engineer

Captain

Captain
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Date

8/9/2023
8/9/2023

9/22/2023
9/22/2023

10/6/2023
10/6/2023
10/13/2023

12/15/2023
12/15/2023
12/15/2023
12/15/2023

3/8/2024
3/8/2024

3/22/2024
3/22/2024

4/5/2024
4/26/2024
4/26/2024
4/26/2024
4/26/2024
4/26/2024
4/26/2024
4/26/2024
4/26/2024
4/26/2024



Local Governmen€ommittee

Ronney WongChaipersm

Nya Whitmore CeChair
Kathy Bare Maria Kelley
Rebeccaell Joe Koutny
Joe Curry Jose Macias
Arnie Garza Greg Martinez
Sue Gavini Kevin Scott
Dick Hoffmaster Bill Watson
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Area Name

Greg Gatzka
Anthony Lopez
Mario CiFuentez
Jason Waters

Nathan Olson
Marlene Spain
Natalie Corral

Maria Ortiz

Maria Avalos
Tim Huber

Brad Albert
Jeanette Zamo+Brag
Patricia Matthews
Travis Paden

Rob Williams
Joseph Faulkner
Russel Sterling

Michelle Brown

Christoffer Tavarez
Ray Greenley

Local Government Committee, Letters Sent

Position

Corcoran City Manager
Avenal City Manager

Hanford City Manager
Hanford Deputy City Manager

Lemoore City Manager
City Clerk Corcoran
City Clerk Hanford

City Clerk Avenal

City Clerk Lemoore
Lemoore City Golf Course

Hanford Parks & Community Service Director
Corcoran City Mayor

Lemoore City Mayor

Hanford City Mayor

Avenal Pilic Works Director

Corcoran Public Works Directo

Hanford Deputy Pilic Works Director

Executive Director Main Street Hanford

Hanford Finance Director
Lemoore Community Service Manager
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Date

8/11/2023
8/18/2023
8/25/2023
8/25/2023

9/8/2023
10/13/2023
10/20/2013
10/27/2023

11/3/2013
11/10/2023

12/1/2023
12/15/2023
12/15/2023
1/5/2024
2/23/2024
3/1/2024
3/8/2024

3/29/2024

4/5/2024
4/26/2024
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RESPONSES TO22P223
FINAL REPORT
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Gy Hid N1 A AR A

CALIFORNIA 93230
CITY OFFICES 319 NORTH DOUTY ErpEET

RECEIVED

June 22, 2023 ED e S
VICEMAYOR
MARK KAIRIS
COUNCILMEMBERS
The Honorable Shane Burns JUN 28 2078 KALISH MORROW
DIANE SHARP
Presiding Judge KINGS COUNTY COURT LOUMARTINEZ
Kings County Superior Court AND CLERK EXECUY: MARIG IFURRTEZ

1640 Kings County Drive
Hanford, CA 93230

RE'. Citypf Hanford Response to Grand Juny Report Regarding Hanford Parks

Dear Judge Burns:

The City of Hanford ("City") hereby responds to the Kings County Grand Jury's 20222023 Report
regarding City of Hanford Parks. The enclosure represents the response of the Hanford City Council,
Hanford's Mayor, Hanford's City Manager, ‘and Hanford's RaiRemmunity Services Director.

The City appreciates the Grand July's diligence and trusts that the enclosure addresses the Grand Jury's
findings and recommendations.

Sincerely,
HANFORD CITY COUNCIL

By: -
Mayor Vice M or
& yﬁ\
e l"l( 5 e //
By: %/ 7 By: 2% ,/W .
" DOUMARTINEZ N\ ™S “KALISH MORROW
Council Member Council Member
By: r Cu/u/%‘ﬂ WM M
5L! I

Council Member

cc: Grand Jury
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ADMINISTRATION 559*585es1s PERSONNEL ssg.58520 FACSIMILE: 5595852595
CITY OF HANFORD'S RESPONSE TO GRAND JURREPORT 2022023

CITY OF HANFORD PARKS

The following is the response of the Hanford City Council, Hanford's Mayor, Hanford's City Manager, and
Hanford's Parks & Community Services Director (collectively 'the City") to the Grand Jury Repon for the
20222023 session ("the Report") that relate€ity of Hanford parks.

Grand Jury Finding 1: "The Grand Jury has found a need for more basketball courts in Hanford, Three of
Hanford's major parks, Freedom Park, Hidden Valley Park, and Earl F. Johnson Park do not contain
basketball couns. The four major parks that do offekdthall courts are all on the south side of

Grangeville Boulevard leaving the north side of Hanford in a deficit."

City's Response to Finding 1:

The City agrees with Finding 1 to tegtent that Freedom Park, Hidden Valley Park, and Earl F. Johnson
Park do not contain basketball courts and that four parks that offer basketball courts are located south of
Grangeville Boulevard.

The City disagrees with the statement that it needs more basketball courts due to a deficiency, Whether a
deficiency exists should be detennined utilizing an objective standard.

A comparison to other jurisdictions of similar size results in an objective conclusion that Hanford does not
suffer from a basketball court deficiency. According to the National Recreation and Parks Association's
(NRPA) Agency Performance Review, whichaigilable at: htt s://www.n a.or
contentassets/f6bafle9c3354aeca52dc548251 bcaf4£2688 the median number of residents per
basketball court in jurisdictions with populations between fifty thousand (50,000) andminetyousand
(99,000) is eight thasand, seven hundred ninety (8,790). With a population of approximately sixty
thousand (60,000) and eight (8) outdoor basketball courts, Hanford has a ratio of one (1) outdoor basketball
court per seven thousand, five hundred (7,500) people, and, if idartfioo (2) indoor courts are

considered, the ratio is one basketball court per six thousand (6,000) people, which greatly exceeds the
NRPA median. NRPA is an industrgcognized organization that holds itself out as "the leadinrfpnot

profit organization dedicated to building strong, vibrant and resilient communities through the power of
parks and recreation."

The City is not suffering from a basketball court deficiency because many residents prefer to play basketball
at home regardless of the availability of public courts.

The City also takes exception to the Report's title because the City does not suffer from a deficiency in its
parks. The City operates numerous higfality parks that offer a multitude of amenities to approximately
sixty thousand (60,000) residents.

Recommendation 1: "The Grand July believes that the City of Hanford should make it a priority to invest in
the development of quality parks and sports facilities in each quarter section of the City of Hanford. The
Grand Jury concludes that there is a neeanore basketball courts in the north side of Hanford. A full

court is needed in Freedom Park, and Hidden Valley Park. The Grand Jury recommends that in the future,
plans be made to add a basketball court to other parks that do not cunently havehcae FsucF.

Johnson Park."
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City's Response to Recommendation 1:

The City's Capital Improvement Plan budget for fiscal year 2024 includes the addition of an outdoor
basketball court at Earl F. Johnson Park.

The City may also consider the addition of one (1) or more basketball courts at Hidden Valley Park,
depending on the current engagement eff01ts to identify the features and amenities that the public desires
for a potential Hidden Valley Park expansion,

The City has not planned for the addition of a basketball court at Freedom Park, but the City may consider
changing the Earl F. Johnson Park basketball court project so that the court is constructed at Freedom Park
since Earl F. Johnson Park is locatedtsai Grangeville Boulevard.

Funding of construction of new basketball courts at existing parks is a challenge. Impact fees collected from
residential developers are legally limited to the creation of new park acreage, and, as a result, impact fees
may not be utilized to improve exisy parks, including Freedom Park. As a result, the construction of new
basketball courts at existing parks must be funded with General Fund monies. Since the City's General Fund
monies are limited, the City is forced to prioritize parks projects thabwilunded by that source. For

example, priority is given to parks that require renovation, like Earl F. Johnson Park.

Grand Jury Finding 2: "While there are many basketball courts located in Hanford schools, they are
unavailable for use to the public due to insurance and vandalism concerns. The lack of access to school
basketball courts has contributed to the need fatiaddl courts in the City of Hanford Parks."

City's Response to Finding 2:

The City concurs with Finding 2 to the extent that basketball courts located at Hanford Elementary School
District (HESD) and Pioneer Union ElementalY School District (PUESD) sites are unavailable for public
use.

With respect to Finding 2's statement as to why seboolrolled basketball courts are closed to the public,
HESD previously informed the City that it is unwilling to open its outdoor basketball courts to the public
due to concern over vandalism, graffénd theft.

The City fuflher concurs with Finding 2 to the extent that the lack of access to schoolcontrolled basketball
courts deprives the public of use of those facilities If scleoatrolled outdoor basketball courts were open

to the public during noschool hous, the public would have many more options to play basketball at
locations closer to their homes and would allow the City to utilize public funds on other parks and
recreation opportunities.

Recommendation 2: "The Grand Jury believes that a discussion should take place between the City of
Hanford and its schools. An analysis should be done by the City of Hanford to see if it might be more cost
effective to cover some of the insurance costeinof adding basketball courts in multiple City parks,

The City of Hanford should consider working with school districts to make the basketball couns that have
been fenced off available to Hanford residents."

City's Response to Recommendation 2:

The City concurs with the Grand Jury Report's observation that Education Code Section 38131 announces
the State Legislature's intent that "there is a civic center at each and every public school facility and
ground. . ..”

71



The City has approached HESD on multiple occasions about allowing the public to utilize the district's
outdoor recreational facilities in the spirit of Education Code Section 38131, but the district has not been
receptive.

Elementary schools, including HESD and PUESD, should follow the lead of Hanford Joint Unition High
School Districtwhich allows the public to utilize outdoor sports facilities during off hours,

HESD voiced concerns over costs associated with vandalism, graffiti, and theft, but they are costs that
school districts should bear. Every public agency should pay its fair share of costs so residents may utilize
publicly owned facilities. For such reasohe City is not inclined to "cover" a portion of a school

district's insurance costs as the City is already paying its fair share of costs associated with City facilities
that are available to the public. It is time for elementary schools to step ygantheir share of costs to

allow the public to utilize outdoor recreational facilities that the public owns.

Grand Jury Finding 3: "The Grand Jury found that there are many ponable basketball hoops in residential
neighborhoods of Hanford. The City of Hanford is currently issuing wamings and citations to homeowners
that have the portable courts on the street amhalks in front of their homes."

City's Response to Finding 3:

The City concurs with Finding 3 to the extent that there are basketball hoops in residential neighborhoods
and that the City issues warnings and citations for-offttay obstructions, including, but not limited to,
basketball hoops.

Recommendation 3: "The Grand Jury recommends that the City of Hanford consider relaxing its
enforcement of its encroachment code dealing with the City's Right of Way, specifically Title 12 of the
City's Municipal Code, Chapter 12.04. The residents that bagketball hoops should move them on
garbage days/street sweeping days but be allowed to keep them by their curb the rest of the week."

City's Response to Recommendation 3:

The City is considering options, including a permit system, that would allow residents to erect portable
basketball hoops within public rights-way.

There are three possibilities with respect to basketball hoops in-aghay: (i) within roadways; (ii) on
parking strips (area between the curb and sidewalk) in neighborhoods where parking strips exist; and (iii)
on sidewalks in neighborhoods that da have parking strips.

When considering a permit program, the City will consider numerous factors, including, without limitation:

@ Public safety and convenience.

@ Children playing in a roadway give rise tgafety issue because it increases the risk
that a child will be hit by a vehicle.

@ Basketball hoops within rightsf-way and parties utilizing them will serve as
additional obstacles that vehicles must avoid. The City will consider the safety of
drivers of vehicles, including large delivety trucks, fire tmcks, refuse collection
trucks, &ad streetsweepers; pedestrians; bicyclists; and parties who will play
basketball within roadways. A basketball hoop in the roadway may be difficult to
see at night, resulting in a heighted collision risk.
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o A basketball hoop located close to a street corner may create a hazard for drivers who
turn onto a residential street and unexpectedly encounter basketball players in the
road.

@ A falling basketball hoop may create a hazard. A hoop could, during windy
conditions, fall into a travel lane causing a vehicular collision, or it could fall on a
passing vehicle or pedestrian.

[ Portable basketball hoops are often found ordetdacs. Orstreet parking in such
areas is limited, and basketball hoops in the roadway will further redustes
parking opportunities.

Accessibility.

@ The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) will serve as a limiting factor with
respect to the placement of portable basketball hoops. Per page 8 of the March 2018
edition of the California Department of Transportation's Permanent Pedestrian
Facilities ADA Compliance Handbook, a minimum clearance of feitht inches
(48") is required for sidewalks; provided however, clearance may be reduced to
thirty-two inches (32") for a length

of twenty-four inches (24") as long as reduced access segments are separated by
full-access segments that are fegight inches (48") long and forgight inches

(48" wide. In many of the City's residential subdivisions, no parking strip exists

and the @tance between curb face and back of sidewalk is only sixty inches (60").
Unless a basketball hoop can be placed within a sixty inch (60") wide space that
leaves sufficient clearance for pedestrian access, it cannot be placed on a sidewalk
without violating the ADA.

Impacts to City Services

o Portable basketball hoops found on-delsacs affect the placement of refuse cans due to
the limited street frontage of each residence. Refuse containers are often placed
very close to basketball hoops without adequately accommodating the width of the
backboard. Refuse truck drivers attempt to account for such circumstances, but,
occasionally during the refuse collection process, a refuse container contacts a
basketball hoop 's backboard causing damage to the backboard and/or the refuse
truck's arm.

@ Portable basketball hoops in rigltBway also impact the City's street sweeping
efforts. Due to the height of the City's street sweepers and portable basketball hoops,
a street sweeper operator must swing wide around a hoop within a roadway to avoid
contract. This practice leaves a wide smtidf the street uswept and results in
complaints by residents.

@ If the City allows basketball hoops within righdgway, the City may require that
hoops be temporarily moved on days that refuse is collected and streets are swept,
but it is foreseeable that some residents will not observe the requirement, which may
create a larger number of code violations than those existing today.
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o Liability

@ Potential liability to the City will be another important factor for the City to consider.
The City could be exposed to liability, or at least additional claims, if it sanctions
the use of its roadways for basketball activities and injuries arise fronastinties.

@ Defense of claims will result in the City's use of public funds that may otherwise be
dedicated to the enhancement of the City's parks and recreational facilities.

In Opinion No. 921004, the California Attorney General (AG) rendered an opinion that:

"A city may authorize its residents to install basketball standards in the public tggntof
between the sidewalks and street curbs of residential neighborhoods so that the backboards
face the streets and extend beyond the curbs, provided that theasafegnvenience of

the traveling public are protected."

The AG evaluated a matter in which a city adopted a permit system for portable basketball hoops under
which the city considered the following factors and implemented the following limitations and
requirements:

° Location restriction® cul-de-sacs and sh01t residential streets.

e Minimum specified distance from property lines.

® Adequate visibility for motorists.

e Adequate sidewalk and roadway clearances.

° Consent from residents of neighboring homes.

@ Limitation on hours of use.

e Evidence that a permit recipient possesses public liability and propetty damage insurance.

The City will, per Penal Code Section .05(b)(3), further assess a basketball hoop permit program within
six (6) months of the publication of the Report.

JOENEVES -~ DISTRICT 1

BEEEE  COUNTY OF KINGS

RICHARD YALLE - DISTRICT 2
AVEHAL, CORCCRAN, HOME YA RDEN

ELS BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

DOUG VERIDON - DISTRICT 3
NORTH HANFORD, 1SLAND DISTF
&NOATH LEMOORE wer
RUSTY ROBINSON — DISTRICT 4 MAILING ADDRESss: KINGS COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER, HANFORD, ca 93230 OFFICES AT: 1400 W, LAC
ATMONA & HANFORD nuvD., ADMINISTRATION BUILDING N HANFOR

(SO)8522362¢ FAX: (559) 5858047
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July 25, 2023

The Honorable Michael Reinhart, Presiding Judge
Kings County Superior Court

1640 Kings County Drive

Hanford, CA 932.30

RE: Grand Jury Repotl A: "Finance Department"
Dear Judge Reinhart,

The Kings County Board of Supervisors appreciates the opportunity to respon&inghe€ounty Grand

Jury's report dated April 28, 2023 "Finance Department" received on May 22, 2023. The Grand Jury had
identified the Kings County Board of Supervisors as a "Required Response". As such, this response is being
submitted as required by Clalinia Penal Code Section 933 & 933.5.

Finding #1:Just because "this type of fraud is a common occurrence, and the perpetrator was experienced
and had stoken from seven other counties, three of which were other municipalities” it should not be
acceptable or occurring in the Finance Department.

Recommendation #10ngoing training and auditing of processing payments and identifying scams should
be make a priority in the Finance depaltment,

Response #JAgree.

This was not acceptable for us either, and it is a top priority for the Finance Department to ensure any type
of fraud is prevented, Just because this has occurred in other counties does not excuse anything. The Finance
Department has implemented new pishaes to prevent this type of fraud. Since these procedures have been

in place, the department has prevented several other similar fraud attempts, The department will continue to
train staff on how to audit transactions and identify fraud.

Finding #2: Kings County Department Heads approve the expenditures of their departments without
independent review from the Finance Depaltment.

Recommendation #2The Finance Department should have an employee or system in place to review
expenditures which were previously approved by all Departinent Heads.

Response #Disagree.

The Grand Jury report states that there are no sufficient procedures in place to review payments, and that the
Finance Department does not question a department's expenditure unless a complaint is filed. This is not
accurate. The depaltment has an extensiview process of all payments and journal entries processed in

the County's finance's systelnr It is one of the department's primaty functions and responsibility. Since the
October 2019 implementation of the Finance Enterprise Accounting System rallapmre processed

though an electronic workflow process. Through this process, a department will enter their transaction into
the system. It then goes to their Department Head 01' designee, who approves the transaction. After
departmental approval, & received by the Finance Departinent for final review and approval. When the
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items are reviewed, the department compares it against an internat "Audit Cllecklist". Some examples on the
list include making sure,

. The data entered in the system matches the invoice.

- The original invoice number is used and not duplicated.
. There are no illegal or out of policy charges.

- The invoice "Bill to" is a County Department or location,

This checklist was provided to the Grand Jury on FebruargQas*

Finding The Finance Departinent sent out incorrect 1099's that were received later than the Jaffuary 3 1

postmark deadline required by the IRS Title 26 FR | .6841

Recommendation #3he Finance Department should continue training on the process of issuing Form 1099
in the proper timeframe as stated in IRS Title 26 FR 1.6341

Response #3Agree.

Form 1099's created by the Finance Depmtmeme all prepared and postmarked on January 30, 2023.

After they were sent out, it was discovered that some of the amounts and addresses for several Grand Jury
members were incorrect, which resulted in corrected 1099 forms being mailed after the edtablish

deadline.

Over the past few years, the departinent has experienced turnover in the position that generates the 1099's.
This has resulted in a few issues, like the Grand Jury have experienced, The Finance Department will
continue to train staff on the process of isguL099's and ensure compliance with IRS regulations.

Respectfully submitted,

70 (Jda.

Richard Valle, Chairman
Kings County Board of Supervisors

COUNTY OF KINGS

DE

ER DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE
ACCOUNTING BIVISION ERI K GONZALEZ, CPAFIRANDE RECTOR OF
(559) 852-2455  FAX: (559) 687.9935 1400 W, LACEY BLVD A HANFORD, CA

TAX COLLECTOR TREASURER DIVISION
TAX: (559)9522419 A TREASUR&R (559) 852
FAX: (539) 582236

June 20, 2023
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The Honorable Michael J. Reinhart, Presiding Judge
Kings County Superior Court

1640 KingsCounty Drive

Hanford, CA 93230

RE: Grand Jury Report: "Finance Department')

Dear Judge Reinhart,

The Kings County Department of Finance appreciates the opportunity to respond to the Kings County
Grand Jury's report dated April 28, 2023 "Finance Department" received on May 22, 2023. The Grand Jury
had identified the Kings County Department of Finarea 8Required Response". As such, this response

is being submitted as required by California Penal Code Section 933 & 933.5.

Finding #1:Just because "this type of fraud is a common occurrence, and the perpetrator was experienced
and had stolen from seven other counties, three of which were other municipalities” it should not be
acceptable or occurring in the Finance Department.

Recommendation Ongoing training and auditing of processing payments and identifying scams should be
make a priority in the Finance department.

Response #1Agree.

This was not acceptable for us either and it is a top priority for the Finance Department to ensure we
prevent any type draud. Just because this has occurred in other counties does not excuse anything. We
have implemented new procedures to prevent this type of fraud. Since these procedures have been in place,

we have prevented several other similar fraud attempts. Weamifincie to train staff on how to audit
transactions and identify fraud.

Finding #2:Kings County Department Heads approve the expenditures of their departments without
independent review from the Finance Department,

Recommendation #Zfhe Finance Department should have an employee or system in place to review
expenditues which were previously approved by all Departmenl Heads.

Response #Disagree.
07 COUNTY OF kiNGg
DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE

ERIK GONZALEZ, CPA = DIRECTOR OF FINANCE
1400 W. LACEY BLVD « HANFORD, CA 93230

ACCOUNTING DIVISION TAX COLLECTOR » TREASURER DIVISION
(559) 832-2455 « FAX: (559) 587-9935 TAX: (559) 852-2419 » TREASURER (559) 852-2477
B AKERO 521236

The Grand Jury report states that there arsufficient procedures in place to review payments, and that we
do not question a department's expenditure unless a complaint is filed. This is not accurate. The Department
of Finance has an extensive review process of all payments and journal entrissqutdc®ur system. It is
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one of our department's primary functions and responsibility. Since the October 2019 implementation of our
Finance Enterprise Accounting System, all approvals are processed though an electronic workflow process.
Through this process, a department will enter their transaction into the system. It then goes to their
Department Head or designee, who approves the transaction. After department approval, it is received by
the Finance Department for final review and approval, When we review the items, we compare it against
an internal "Audit Checklist". Some examples oa libt include making sure,

. The data entered in the system matches the invoice.
- The original invoice number is used and not duplicatedr
- There are no illegal or out of policy charges.

- The invoice "Bill to" is a County Department or location.

This checklist was provided to the Grand jury on 2/16/2023.

Finding The Finance Department sent out incorrect 1099's that were received later than the Jatuary 3 |
postmark deadline required by the IRS Title 26 FR | .6841

Recommendation #3he Finance Department should continue training on the process of issuing Form 1099
in the proper timeframe as stated in IRS Title 26 FR 1,041

Response #3Agree.

Form 109%s created by the Finance Department were all prepared and postmarked on January 30, 2023,
After they were sent out it was discovered that some of amounts and addresses for several Grand Jury
members were incorrect, which resulted in corrected 1099 forimg biled after the established

deadline.

Over the past few years our depaztment has experienced turnover in the position that generates our 1099
's. This has resulted in a few issues like the Grand Jury experienced. We will continue to train staff on the
process of issuing 1099's and ensure wepdp with IRS regulations.

Respectfully submitted,

Erik Gonzalez, CPA
Kings County Director oFinance
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COUNTY OF KINGS
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

GOVERNMENT CENTER  HANFORD, CALIFORNIA 93230  {559) 852-2362
Catherine Venturella, Clerk of the Board of Supervisors

AGENDA ITEM
August 22,2023

SUBMITTED BY:  Administration — Kyria Martinez/Matthew Boyett

SUBJECT: RESPONSE TO GRAND JURY REPORT ENTITLED “SPOTLIGHT ON OUR
HOMELESS CRISIS”
SUMMARY:
Overview:

Pursuant to Section 933 of the California Penal Code, the Board is required to respond to the findings
and recommendations outlined in the Grand Jury’s report titled, “Spotlight on Our Homeless Crisis.”
The Board’s response has been prepared for review and approval,

Recommendation:
Approve the Board of Supervisors’ response to the Grand Jury report titled, “Spotlight on Our
Homeless Crisis.”

Fiscal Impact:
There is no fiscal impact with this action.

BACKGROUND:

The 2022-2023 Grand Jury investigated the current state of the county’s homeless crisis, focusing on efforts
from the City of Hanford Police Department, Kings Community Action Organization, Kings County Behavioral
Health, and Kings County Human Services Agency. The findings in the report are: 1) there is a great need for a
navigation center in Hanford, 2) the South Hanford Courtyard Community project is not complete or being
occupied as of the date of the report, 3) Kings County Behavioral Health grants have been awarded but have not
yet been implemented, and 4) there is a need in the community for a low-barrier shelter in Kings County,

{Cont’d)

BOARD ACTION : APPROVED AS RECOMMENDED: _v. OTHER:

ROLL CALL: VERBOON, ROBINSON, NEVES, VALLE — AYE
FAGUNDES — ABSENT

[ hereby certify that the above order was passed
and adopted on August 22, 2023.
CATHERINE VENTURELLA, Clerk to the Board
7l - %—
By (atasene Lol 6 , Deputy.
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Agenda Item

RESPONSE TO GRAND JURY REPORT ENTITLED “SPOTLIGHT ON OUR HOMELESS
CRISIS”

August 22,2023 !

Page2 of2

The recommendations outlined in the report are: 1) use part of all of the soon-to-be vacated juvenile hall
building as a temporary navigation center, 2) make the South Hanford Courtyard Community project an
imminent priority, Kings County Behavioral Health should follow through as soon as possible with the
implementation of their mobile crisis unit programs, and 4) continue to look for land that is appropriate for a
low-barrier shelter (institute the Kings Community Action Organization plan for such a low-bartier shelter
soon).

The report was received by the Clerk of the Board on June 1, 2023. The Board is responding in accordance with
California Penal Code Sections 933 and 933.5 and must officially respond no later than August 30, 2023, '
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JUE NEVES - DISTRICT §
LEMOORE & STRATFORD

RICHARD VALLE-DISTRICY 3 COUNTY OF KINGS

AVENAJ, CORCORAN, HOME GARDEN

R BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

0UG VERBOON - BISTRICT 3
NORTH HAHFORD, ISLAMD DASTRICT

ANORTHLEUOORE MAILING ADDRESS: KINGS COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER, HANFORD, CA 93230
RUSTY ROBINSGN-DISTRICT ¢ OFFICES AT: 1406 W, LACEY BLVD., ADMINISTRATION BUILDING # 1, HANFORD
ARMOHA & FAMFCRO (559) 8522362, PAX: {559) 565-8847

RICHARD FAGUNDES - BISTRICT 3 Web Site: hiip:/uww countvoikings cony

ELANFORD & BURRIS PARK

August 22, 2023

The Honorable Michae! Reinhart, Presiding Judge
c/o Shane Burns, Advising Judge

Kings County Superior Court

1640 Kings County Dr.

Hanford, CA 93230

RE: Kings County Board of Supervisors’ Response to Grand Jury Report “Spotlight on Our Homeless
Crisis”.

Dear Hon. Reinhart and Hon. Burns,
Finding F1: There is a great need for a navigation center in Hanford.
« Response: Agree

Recommendation R1: Use part or all of the soon to be vacated juvenile hall building for a temnporary
navigation center (first step).

o Response: Partially agree

A navigation center would be helpful in relation to engaging the homeless population and linking
individuals in need to available services, However, the juvenile hall will not be an aption for the location
of a navigation center as it will be repurposed for other state-mandated juvenile services once vacated. A
proper location for the navigation center should be given special consideration as there could be significant
trepidation by the homeless to come onto government property, especially property in close proximity to
law enforcement facilities. The identification of a proper facility, the resources needed, and the entity that
would manage the facility requires further assessment as to the feasibility and the cost. If Kings
Community Action Organization (KCAO) is able to break ground on their service center that is intended

to include a navigation center, it may be more effective to support the navigation center at a more proper
location.

Finding F2: The South Hanford Courtyard Community project is not complete or being oceupied as of the
date of this report,

¢ Response: Agree

Recommendation R2: Make the South Hanford Courtyard Community project an imminent priority.
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¢ Response: Agree

In December 2020, the Kings County Human Services Agency (HSA) was awarded and entered into
agreements for two project Homekey grants (Sunrise Apartments & Triangle Courtyard) for the purpose of
increasing the availability of low-income housing units in Kings County. Both projecis have been and
remain important priorities for HSA. Please see the attached project status updates for the Triangle
Courtyard Project as well as the Sunrise Apartments, which provide an overview of the project history as
well as the current project status as of July 24, 2023, Since July 24, 2023, the Triangle Coutryard project
was awarded $300,000 in funding from CalViva and Blue Cross, which will go towards closing the gap on
the remaining funding shortfall.

Finding F3: The Behavioral Health grants have been awarded but have yet to be implemented.
s Response: Partially agree.

Not yet implemented: The California Health Facilities and Financing Authority (CHFFA) Grant for the
Mobile Crisis Support Team to respond to children and youth experiencing psychiatric crisis at schools
and at Child Welfare Services is not yet implemented, although the contract was approved on June 27,

2023, for which the implementation process has begun for an anticipated start date of September 2023,

Implemented: The Crisis Care Mobile Units (CCMU) grant awarded was to conduct planning activities
related to the development of county-wide mobile psychiatric crisis services, Those planning activities
were implemented and have concluded as of Tune 30, 2023, From the planning results, an action plan was
submitted to the grantor (CCMU) with an application to draw down additional grant funding to cover
infrastructure costs related to the development of a county-wide mobile crisis team. Kings County
Behavioral Health (KCBH) is awaiting information from the grantor on infrastructure funding. In the
meantime, KCBH is proceeding with the activities fo implement a county-wide mobile crisis team. These
activities include the development and release of a Request for Proposal (RFP) to identify and contract
with an experienced organization to provide those 24/7 mobile crisis services.

Recommendation R3: Behavioral Health should follow through as soon as possible with the
implementation of their mobile unit programs.

« Response: Agree

The contract with the entity for the implementation of the CHFFA Grant Mobile Crisis Support Team to
respond fo children and youth experiencing psychiatric crisis at schools and at Child Welfare Services was
approved on June 27, 2023. The implementation process has begun such as, but not limited to recruiting,
hiring, and training of staff; procuring a vehicle and mobile technology; and developing protocols for the
referral and response between the entity and the schools and Child Welfare Services. It is anticipated
mobile response will start in September 2023.

The CCMU grant awarded was to conduct planning activities related to the development of county-wide
mobile psychiatric erisis services. Those planning activities were implemented and have concluded as of
June 30, 2023. From the planning results, an action plan was submitted to the grantor (CCMU) with an
application to draw down additional grant funding to cover infrastructure costs related to the development
of a county-wide mobile crisis team. KCBH is awaiting information from the grantor on infrastructure
funding. Tn the meantime, KCBH is proceeding with the activities to implement a county-wide mobile
crisis team. However, because KCBH does not have an existing entity who provides 24/7 county-wide
mobile crisis response, per County processes, KCBII must complete a Request for Proposal (RFP) process
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to allow for entities with experience in conducting 24/7 mobile crisis services an opportunity to bid on this
new program. From start of RFP to start of mobile crisis program, it takes approximately one year: It
takes at best four months to complete an RFP process, four months to complete and execute a confract
with the awarded bidder, and three months for the awarded bidder to perform start-up activities which
include: find, lease, furnish, and certify a facility; recruit, hire, and train staff; purchase and receive
vehicles and technology; and develop program protocols to appropriately administer the program in
accordance with all applicable requirements and regulations around mobile psychiatric crisis services. It is
anticipated the county-wide mobile crisis services will be available for the community as early as October
1, 2024, but no later than December 31, 2024.

Finding F4: There is a need in our community for a low barrier shelter in Kings County.
e Response: Agree

In 2019, the Board established the Kings County Homeless Collaborative to coordinate efforts around
homelessness and housing. One of the Collaborative’s top priorities is the development of a low barrier shelter.
The Board has supported state and federal earmarks for funding related to the development of a low barrier
shelter, and state earmarks for such a project are promising. The Board has continued to show compassion and
support for the homeless and the development of a low batrier shelter.

Recommendation R4: Continue to look for land that is appropriate for a low barrier shelter. Institute the
KCAO plan for such a low barrier shelter soon.

= Response: Partially agree

The Kings Community Action Organization (I(CAQ) should continue to identify feasible locations for land
appropriate for low-barrier shelter, which the Board believes is in the city of Hanford due to proximity of
needed services. The Board was not in favor of an initial piece of propetty proposed by KCAO due to the
property not being located in the city of Hanford, which the Board feels is necessary to properly serve the
homeless population due to proximity of needed services. Once feasible land is identified, KCAO should

proceed with extensive canvassing of the area to gather input from the neighboring communities and
stakeholders.

Sincerely,

///Z" - [ ) r\,({)du

Richard Valle, Chairman
Kings County Board of Supervisors
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Human Services Agency
County of Kings - State of California

Child Welfare Services
Wendy Osikafo A‘{"!rg"PPOI’g"Ej E"ng'a"“
Director enefit Services

July 24, 2023
TRIANGLE COURTYARD UPDATE

The first low-income permanent housing project is Triangle Courtyard, HSA submitted a joint
application with Cornerstone Community Alcohol and Other Drug Recovery System Incorporated
(Cornerstone) and was awarded Homekey grant #0047, authorized by Assembly Bill 83. The $4.3
Million award allowed for the site development of undeveloped land donated by Cornerstone on
11360 10th Avenue. Acquisition and installation of 24 two-bedroom factory built manufactured
homes. The housing units are to be owned and operated by Cornerstone as permanent affordable
housing for Kings County. Future residents must have income under 30% of the Area’s Median
Income (1 person $17,350 annually).

Kings County selected Green Galaxy Builders (GGB) as the successful bidder and entered into an
agreement for complete design-build services on December 15, 2020, for a not-to-exceed price of
$4,838,251. This project required land development (bringing water, sewer and electricity to the
site) as well as purchase and installation on permanent foundations of 24 manufactured homes.
The underground site development portion of this project and the delivery of 20 of the 24
manufactured homes was completed by the original contractor.

However, GGB significantly delayed completion of the full project, refused to submit a performance
bond, and indicated that it would not complete the remaining work due io cost increases. Despite
several concessions that HSA was willing to make (which included, but were not fimited to, time
extensions, reduction of units from 24 to 20, and increasing the contract amount), ultimately GGB
refused to sign a change order or complete its contractual obligations.

Initially, Cornerstone was willing to fund an increase in the price of the contract with GGB. However,
given GGB's significant delays and refusal o agree to a change order, Cornerstone was no longer
willing to contribute additional funding to the GGB contract. Cornerstone was, however, willing to
takeover responsibility from the County to complete the remainder of the project as well as the
financial responsibility to complete the remaining work needed to obtain occupancy permits by
March 31, 2023. As a result, on October 11, 2022, the agreement with GGB was terminated and
a takeover agreement with Cornerstone was approved by the Kings County Board of Supervisors.

Cornerstone selected PreFab Innovations (PreFab) as the contractor for the remaining work on the
20 homes on site, as well as the additional 4 ADA units that GGB had failed to provide. As PreFab
began the work in November 2022, they identified a number of problems with the work completed
by GGRB. This required work to be redone, increased expenses and created some delays. They
were able to complete most of the interior correction work, correct the improper installation of the
foundational piers on all 20 units and dig the electrical frenches, however the winter storms caused
significant damage to the trench work and the trenches required repair which was completed in
April/May 2023.

. Kings County Government Center, 1400 W. Lacey Blvd., Bldg. #8, Hanford, CA 93230-5%962
& (559) 562-3241 RAdmin-FAX (559) 564-2749 BBenefiis-FAX (559) 585-0346 BSocial Services-FAX (559) 584-4416 BEmployment Services-FAX (559) 567-0656
Wabslte: http:fivasw.countyofkings.comihsa
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Cornerstone is indicating that there is currently a budget shortfall of approximately $580,934 that
is delaying completion of the 20 units that are on site and an additional $580,000 for the completion
of the 4 ADA units. This is primarily due to three factors: 1) increased expenses due to repairing
work improperly done by GGB, 2) damage due to the winter storms and 3) the fact that GGB has
refused to return approximately $521,772 in funds advanced under their contract but not yet
expended. Cornerstone intends to pursue recoupment of these funds from GGB once the project
is complete.

This project has not received any additional funds beyond the original investment of the Project
Homekey Grant and required match funds totaling approximately $4.8 Million. HSA is working
closely with Cornerstone on strategies to obtain additional funding so the project can be completed
prior to the end of the 2023 calendar year. Once funding is obtained, PreFab estimates that they
will need approximately 7-8 weeks to complete the remaining work on the project, HCD has worked
with the county to extend the deadline to December 31, 2023, and for this project to remain in good
standing despite the project delivery delays.
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