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Board of Supervisors 
Regular Meeting Agenda 

 

Date:  Tuesday, November 8, 2022  
Time:             9:00 a.m.  
Place: Board of Supervisors Chambers, Kings County Government Center 
 1400 W. Lacey Boulevard, Hanford, California  93230 

 

 (559) 852-2362    ❖ bosquestions@co.kings.ca.us      ❖     website: https://www.countyofkings.com 
 

The meeting can be attended telephonically, on the Internet by clicking this link: 
https://countyofkings.webex.com/countyofkings/j.php?MTID=m5bc46561a168aa6ac586b43991eee3ee  

 

or by sending an email to bosquestions@co.kings.ca.us on the morning of the meeting for an automated email 
response with the WebEx meeting link information.  Members of the public attending via WebEx will have the 

opportunity to provide public comment during the meeting. 
 

*WebEx will be available for access at 8:50 a.m. * 

Members of the public who wish to view/observe the meeting virtually can do so via the worldwide web at: 
www.countyofkings.com and click on the “Join Meeting” button or by clicking this link:  

 https://youtu.be/KQvnYzWXaEA  
Members of the public viewing the meeting through YouTube will not have the ability to provide public 

comment. 

Members of the public who wish to comment may submit written comments on any matter within the Board’s 

subject matter jurisdiction, regardless of whether it is on the agenda for the Board’s consideration or action, 

and those comments will become part of the administrative record of the meeting.  Comments will not be read 

into the record, only the names of who have submitted comments will be read into the record.  Written 

comments received by the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors no later than 8:30 a.m. on the morning of the 

noticed meeting will be included in the record, those comments received after 8:30 a.m. will become part of 

the record of the next meeting. Email is not monitored during the meeting. To submit written comments by 

email, please forward them to  bosquestions@co.kings.ca.us or by U.S. Mail, please forward them to:  Clerk of 

the Board of Supervisors, County of Kings, 1400 W. Lacey Blvd., Hanford, CA 93230. 

    
I.  9:00 AM CALL TO ORDER 

ROLL CALL – Clerk of the Board 
INVOCATION – Pastor Chad Fagundes – Koinonia Church 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

   
II.  EMPLOYEE RECOGNITION – Edward Hill/Chuck Kinney 
  Presentation to the Employee of the 3rd Quarter of 2022. 
   

mailto:Catherine.Venturella@co.kings.ca.us
https://countyofkings.webex.com/countyofkings/j.php?MTID=m5bc46561a168aa6ac586b43991eee3ee
mailto:Catherine.Venturella@co.kings.ca.us
http://www.countyofkings.com/
https://youtu.be/KQvnYzWXaEA
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III.  UNSCHEDULED APPEARANCES 
Any person may directly address the Board at this time on any item on the agenda, or on any other 
items of interest to the public, that is within the subject matter jurisdiction of the Board.  Two (2) 
minutes are allowed for each item. 

   
IV.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
  A. Report out of Closed Session from the regular meeting for November 1, 2022. 
  B. Report out of Closed Session from the special meeting for November 1, 2022. 
  C. Approval of the minutes from the regular meeting for November 1, 2022. 
  D. Approval of the minutes from the special meeting for November 1, 2022. 
    
V.  CONSENT CALENDAR 
  A. Assessor/Clerk/Recorder: 
   1. Consider allocating a 1.0 Full-Time Equivalency Office Assistant I/II position in Budget Unit 

152000. 
  B. District Attorney’s Office: 
   1. a. Consider authorizing the Chief Investigator to initiate a vehicle search for the purchase 

of a full-size SUV within the price range of $50,000 to $60,000; 
    b. Authorize the Chief Investigator to submit a letter of commitment for the purchase of 

a new full-size SUV with a recommended vendor once a vehicle is located.  
  C. Administration: 
   1. Consider adopting a Resolution approving the financing and the issuance of up to 

$25,000,000 in revenue bonds by the California Public Finance Authority for Pathways to 
College Properties, LLC. 

   
VI.  REGULAR AGENDA ITEMS 

  A. Behavioral Health Department – Lisa Lewis/UnChong Parry 
   1. Consider approving the Agreement with Kings Community Action Organization to provide 

mental health services for domestic violence survivors retroactively effective from July 1, 
2022, through June 30, 2024.  

     
  B. Community Development Agency – Chuck Kinney 
   1. Consider accepting the monthly report of Planning Commission’s actions from their November 

7, 2022 meeting. 
     
  C. Human Services Agency – Wendy Osikafo/Monica Connor/Esam Abed 
   1. Consider adopting a Proclamation recognizing November 2022 as National Adoption Month 

in Kings County. 
   2. a. Consider receiving an overview of the Local Homeless Action Plan as required for the 

Homeless Housing, Assistance and Prevention Program, round four funding application; 
    b. Receive a review of the application as a requirement of the Homeless Housing Assistance 

and Prevention Program round four application requirement. 
    
  D. Information Technology Department – John Devlin 
   1. Consider approving the Maintenance Agreement with Megabyte Systems, Inc. for the 

County’s Property Assessment and Tax System retroactively effective from July 1, 2022 
through June 30, 2025. 

   2. Consider approving the additional Lease Purchase Schedule with Dell Financial Services. 
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  E. Probation Department – Kelly Vernon/Cesar Saray 
   1. Consider approving an Agreement with Kings View to continue providing substance use and 

mental health treatment services to probation youth for a term retroactively effective from 
July 1, 2022 through June 30, 2023. 

     
  F. Public Health Department – Rose Mary Rahn/Heather Silva 
   1. Consider adopting a Resolution proclaiming November 18, 2022 as National Injury 

Prevention Day in Kings County. 
   2. a. Consider approving the purchase of gift cards from Blackhawk Network, Inc. to 

incentivize COVID-19 vaccination and testing through June 30, 2024; 
    b. Authorize the Purchasing Manager to issue the purchase order for gift cards from 

Blackhawk Network, Inc. 
   3. a. Consider approving the Maternal, Child and Adolescent Health Agreement Funding 

Application for the term retroactively effective from July 1, 2022, to June 30, 2023; 
    b. Adopt the budget change. (4/5 vote required) 
      
  G. Public Works Department – Dominic Tyburski/Mitchel Cabrera 
   1. Consider approving the Agreement with the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation for the 

purchase of 0.36 Aquatic Resource Credits as mitigation of impacts caused by the County’s 
BPMP Phase II project. 

     
  H. Administration – Edward Hill/Kyria Martinez/Matthew Boyett/Melissa Scheffel 
   1. a. Consider appointing one member to serve as Kings County delegate for Rural County 

Representatives of California; 
    b. Appoint one member to serve as Kings County alternate delegate for Rural County 

Representatives of California; 
    c. Adopt a Resolution to support Kings County joining the Rural County Representatives of 

California.  
   2. Consider approving an Agreement with the California Forensic Medical Group, Inc. for the Jail 

Bed Competency Treatment Program retroactively effective from July 1, 2022 through 
December 1, 2022. 

   3. Consider adopting a Resolution continuing to declare a local emergency due to drought 
conditions in Kings County.  

   4. Consider introducing and waiving the first reading of the ordinance governing the extraction 
of groundwater with the intent to export that groundwater outside of the county.  

   5. Consider introducing and waiving the first reading of the ordinance dissolving the Kings County 
Water Commission and creating the Kings County Water Resources Oversight Commission to 
address matters related to water use in the County’s jurisdiction.  

     
VII. 10:00 AM PUBLIC HEARING 
  A. Community Development Agency – Chuck Kinney/Noelle Tomlinson 
   1. a. Conduct a Public Hearing to receive public testimony regarding the Implementation of 

Section 51244(b), which allows for the 10% reduction in the Williamson Act and 
Farmland Security Zone Contract terms;  

    b. Adopt a resolution authorizing implementation of Section 51244(b). 
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VIII.  BOARD MEMBER ANNOUNCEMENTS OR REPORTS 
On their own initiative, Board Members may make a brief announcement or a brief report on their own 
activities.  They may ask questions for clarification, make a referral to staff or take action to have staff 
place a matter of business on a future agenda (Gov. Code Section 54954.2a). 

   Board Correspondence 
   Upcoming Events 
   Information on Future Agenda Items 
    
IX.  CLOSED SESSION 
   Significant exposure to litigation: (1 Case) Juvenile Center [Govt. Code Section 54956.9(d)(2)(e)(2)] 
   Deciding to initiate litigation: (1 Case) [Govt. Code Section 54956.9 (d)(4)] 
   
X.  ADJOURNMENT 
  The Regular Meeting for the Board of Supervisors for November 15 and November 22, 2022 have been 

canceled due to Board members participating in CSAC Annual Meeting. 
The next regularly scheduled meeting will be held Tuesday, November 29, 2022 at 9:00 AM. 

   
XI. 11:00 AM CALIFORNIA PUBLIC FINANCE AUTHORITY REGULAR MEETING 
   

FUTURE MEETINGS AND EVENTS 

 November 15         --  Regular Meeting Canceled – Board members participating in CSAC Annual Meeting 

 November 22         --  Regular Meeting Canceled – Board members participating in CSAC Annual Meeting 

 November 29   9:00 AM  Regular Meeting 

 December 6   9:00 AM  Regular Meeting 

 December 13   9:00 AM  Regular Meeting 

Agenda backup information and any public records provided to the Board after the posting of the agenda will be available for 
the public to review at the Board of Supervisors office, 1400 W. Lacey Blvd, Hanford, for the meeting date listed on this agenda. 

 









































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































supply and demand assessment to the Department of Water 
Resources no later than the deadline set by section 10632.1 of 
the Water Code; 

b. A requirement that each urban water supplier that has 
submitted a water shortage contingency plan to the 
Department of Water Resources implement, at a minimum, the 
shortage response actions adopted under section 10632 of the 
Water Code for a shortage level of up to twenty percent (Level 
2), by a date to be set by the Water Board; and 

c. A requirement that each urban water supplier that has not 
submitted a water shortage contingency plan to the 
Department of Water Resources implement, at a minimum, 
shortage response actions established by the Water Board, 
which shall take into consideration model actions that the 
Department of Water Resources shall develop for urban water 
supplier water shortage contingency planning for Level 2, by a 
date to be set by the Water Board. 

To further conserve water and improve drought resiliency if the drought 
lasts beyond this year, I encourage urban water suppliers to conserve 
more than required by the emergency regulations described in this 
paragraph and to voluntarily activate more stringent local 
requirements based on a shortage level of up to thirty percent (Level 
3). 

4. To promote water conservation, the Department of Water Resources 
shall consult with leaders in the commercial, industrial, and institutional 
sectors to develop strategies for improving water conservation, 
including direct technical assistance, financial assistance, and other 
approaches. By May 25, 2022, the Water Board shall consider adopting 
emergency regulations defining "non-functional turf" (that is, a 
definition of turf that is ornamental and not otherwise used for human 
recreation purposes such as school fields, sports fields, and parks) and 
banning irrigation of non-functional turf in the commercial, industrial, 
and institutional sectors except as it may be required to ensure the 
health of trees and other perennial non-turf plantings. 

5. In order to maximize the efficient use of water and to preserve water 
supplies critical to human health and safety and the environment, 
Public Resources Code, Division 13 (commencing with section 21000) 
and regulations adopted pursuant to that Division are hereby 
suspended, with respect to the directives in paragraphs 3 and 4 of this 
Order and any other projects and activities for the purpose of water 
conservation to the extent necessary to address the impacts of the 
drought, and any permits necessary to carry out such projects or 
activities. Entities that desire to conduct activities under this suspension, 
other than the directives in paragraphs 3 and 4 of this Order, shall first 
request that the Secretary of the Natural Resources Agency make a 
determination that the proposed activities are eligible to be 
conducted under this suspension. The Secretary shall use sound 
discretion in applying this Executive Order to ensure that the suspension 
serves the purpose of accelerating conservation projects that are 
necessary to address impacts of the drought, while at the same time 



protecting public health and the environment. The entities 
implementing these directives or conducting activities under this 
suspension shall maintain on their websites a list of all activities or 
approvals for which these provisions are suspended. 

6. To support voluntary approaches to improve fish habitat that would 
require change petitions under Water Code section 1707 and either 
Water Code sections 1425 through 1432 or Water Code sections 1725 
through 1732, and where the primary purpose is to improve conditions 
for fish, the Water Board shall expeditiously consider petitions that add 
a fish and wildlife beneficial use or point of diversion and place of 
storage to improve conditions for anadromous fish. California Code of 
Regulations, title 23, section 1064, subdivisions ( a) ( 1) (A) (i)-(ii) are 
suspended with respect to any petition that is subject to this 
paragraph. 

7. To facilitate the hauling of water for domestic use by local 
communities and domestic water users threatened with the loss of 
water supply or degraded water quality resulting from drought, any 
ordinance, regulation, prohibition, policy, or requirement of any kind 
adopted by a public agency that prohibits the hauling of water out of 
the water's basin of origin or a public agency's jurisdiction is hereby 
suspended. The suspension authorized pursuant to this paragraph shall 
be limited to the hauling of water by truck or bottle to be used for 
human consumption, cooking, or sanitation in communities or 
residences threatened with the loss of affordable safe drinking water. 
Nothing in this paragraph limits any public health or safety requirement 
to ensure the safety of hauled water. 

8. The Water Board shall expand inspections to determine whether illegal 
diversions or wasteful or unreasonable use of water are occurring and 
bring enforcement actions against illegal diverters and those engaging 
in the wasteful and unreasonable use of water. When access is not 
granted by a property owner, the Water Board may obtain an 
inspection warrant pursuant to the procedures set forth in Title 13 
(commencing with section 1822.50) of Part 3 of the Code of Civil 
Procedure for the purposes of conducting an inspection pursuant to 
this directive. 

9. To protect health, safety, and the environment during this drought 
emergency, a county, city, or other public agency shall not: 

a. Approve a permit for a new groundwater well or for alteration of 
an existing well in a basin subject to the Sustainable 
Groundwater Management Act and classified as medium- or 
high-priority without first obtaining written verification from a 
Groundwater Sustainability Agency managing the basin or area 
of the basin where the well is proposed to be located that 
groundwater extraction by the proposed well would not be 
inconsistent with any sustainable groundwater management 
program established in any applicable Groundwater 
Sustainability Plan adopted by that Groundwater Sustainability 



Agency and would not decrease the likelihood of achieving a 
sustainability goal for the basin covered by such a plan; or 

b. Issue a permit for a new groundwater well or for alteration of an 
existing well without first determining that extraction of 
groundwater from the proposed well is (1) not likely to interfere 
with the production and functioning of existing nearby wells, and 
(2) not likely to cause subsidence that would adversely impact or 
damage nearby infrastructure. 

This paragraph shall not apply to permits for wells that will provide less 
than two acre-feet per year of groundwater for individual domestic 
users, or that will exclusively provide groundwater to public water 
supply systems as defined in section 116275 of the Health and Safety 
Code. 

10. To address household or small community drinking water shortages 
dependent upon groundwater wells that have failed due to drought 
conditions, the Department of Water Resources shall work with other 
state agencies to investigate expedited regulatory pathways to 
modify, repair, or reconstruct failed household or small community or 
public supply wells, while recognizing the need to ensure the 
sustainability of such wells as provided for in paragraph 9. 

11. State agencies shall collaborate with tribes and federal, regiona l, 
and local agencies on actions related to promoting groundwater 
recharge and increasing storage. 

12. To help advance groundwater recharge projects, and to 
demonstrate the feasibility of projects that can use available high 
water flows to recharge local groundwater while minimizing flood 
risks, the Water Board and Regional Water Quality Control Boards 
shall prioritize water right permits, water quality certifications, waste 
discharge requirements, and conditional waivers of waste discharge 
requirements to accelerate approvals for projects that enhance the 
ability of a local or state agency to capture high precipitation events 
for local storage or recharge, consistent with water right priorities and 
protections for fish and wildlife. For the purposes of carrying out this 
paragraph, Division 13 (commencing with section 21000) of the 
Public Resources Code and regulations adopted pursuant to that 
Division, and Chapter 3 ( commencing with section 85225) of Part 3 of 
Division 35 of the Water Code and regulations adopted pursuant 
thereto are hereby suspended to the extent necessary to address the 
impacts of the drought. This suspension applies to (a) any actions 
taken by state agencies, (b) any actions taken by local agencies 
where the state agency with primary responsibility for the 
implementation of the directives concurs that local action is required, 
and (c) permits necessary to carry out actions under (a) or (b). The 
entities implementing these directives shall maintain on their websites 
a list of all activities or approvals for which these provisions are 
suspended. 

13. With respect to recharge projects under either Flood-Managed 
Aquifer Recharge or the Department of Water Resources Sustainable 



Groundwater Management Grant Program occurring on open and 
working lands to replenish and store water in groundwater basins that 
will help mitigate groundwater conditions impacted by drought, for 
any (a) actions taken by state agencies, (b) actions taken by a local 
agency where the Department of Water Resources concurs that 
local action is required, and (c) permits necessary to carry out 
actions under (a) or (b), Public Resources Code, Division 13 
(commencing with section 21000) and regulations adopted pursuant 
to that Division are hereby suspended to the extent necessary to 
address the impacts of the drought. The entities implementing these 
directives shall maintain on their websites a list of all activities or 
approvals for which these provisions are suspended. 

14. To increase resilience of.state water supplies during prolonged 
drought conditions, the Department of Water Resources shall prepare 
for the potential creation and implementation of a multi-year transfer 
program pilot project for the purpose of acquiring water from willing 
partners and storing and conveying water to areas of need. 

15. By April 15, 2022, state agencies shall submit to the Department of 
Finance for my consideration proposals to mitigate the worsening 
effects of severe drought, including emergency assistance to 
communities and households and others facing water shortages as a 
result of the drought, facilitation of groundwater recharge and 
wastewater recycling, improvements in water use efficiency, 
protection of fish and wildlife, mitigation of drought-related 
economic or water-supply disruption, and other potential investments 
to support short- and long-term drought response. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that as soon as hereafter possible, this Order be 
filed in the Office of the Secretary of State and that widespread publicity and 
notice be given of this Order. 

This Order is not intended to, and does not, create any rights or benefits, 
substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity, against the State of 
California, its agencies, departments, entities, officers, employees, or any other 
person. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF I have hereunto set 
my hand and caused the Great Seal of the 
State of California to be affixed this 28th 
day of March 2022. 

I I 
,:, .l · I' 

t ( .1 I 
l~~-~--

GAVIN NEWSOM 
Governor of California 

ATTEST: 

SHIRLEY N. WEBER, PH.D. 
Secretary of State 



State Water Board adopts emergency water 
conservation regulation

Regulation to boost water savings starting in June

May 24, 2022 Contact: Edward Ortiz, Public Information Officer

SACRAMENTO – In response to Governor Gavin Newsom’s March 28 Executive Order 
the State Water Resources Control Board adopted an emergency water conservation 
regulation today that will ensure more aggressive conservation by local water agencies  
across the state.   

The new regulation bans irrigating turf at commercial, industrial, and institutional 
properties, such as grass in front of or next to large industrial or commercial buildings. 
The ban does not include watering turf that is used for recreation or other community 
purposes, water used at residences or water to maintain trees. The regulation also 
requires all urban water suppliers to implement conservation actions under Level 2 of 
their Water Shortage Contingency Plans.

In March 2022, the state’s urban retail water suppliers reported average water use 
statewide that was nearly 19% greater than in March 2020, lowering the state’s 
cumulative water savings since July 2021 to 3.7%. Yesterday, Governor Newsom 
convened leaders from the state’s largest urban water suppliers imploring them to take 
more aggressive action to combat drought. 

“The severity of this drought requires all Californians to save water in every possible 
way,” said Joaquin Esquivel, chair of the State Water Board. “The regulation compels 
water systems and local authorities to implement a range of additional critical 
conservation measures as we enter the hot and dry summer months.”

Level 2 water shortage contingency plans are meant to address up to a 20% shortage 
of water supplies. In addition to implementing Level 2 actions, the regulation requires 
urban water suppliers to fast-track supply and demand assessments to plan for potential 
extended dry conditions. 

Level 2 actions often include things such as: 

· Limiting outdoor irrigation to certain days or hours 
· Increasing patrolling to identify water waste

mailto:Edward.Ortiz@Waterboards.ca.gov
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2022/03/28/as-western-drought-worsens-governor-newsom-moves-to-bolster-regional-conservation-efforts/
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/conservation_portal/regs/emergency_regulation.html
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/conservation_portal/regs/emergency_regulation.html


· Enforcing water-use prohibitions
· Increasing communication about the importance of water conservation

Some water suppliers already have imposed strong new restrictions on customers’ 
water use in accordance with their drought management plans. However, about half of 
the state’s 436 water suppliers (both urban water retailers and wholesalers) have not 
yet activated Level 2, and 36 have not submitted drought plans. The emergency 
regulation will require suppliers without drought plans to take certain conservation 
actions, such as conducting outreach to customers about conservation, restricting 
outdoor irrigation to two days a week and enforcing against wasteful water practices.

The approved regulation will be submitted to the Office of Administrative Law (OAL) for 
approval, which typically occurs within 10 calendar days. The ban on non-functional turf 
becomes effective upon OAL approval and the Level 2 requirements for urban water 
suppliers are proposed to take effect on June 10, 2022.

The regulation will give suppliers new options to reduce water waste if they choose to 
use them. A violation of the non-functional turf irrigation provision, for example, would 
be an infraction and subject to a fine of up to $500. 

People who see water waste should report it at savewater.ca.gov. 

The State Water Board’s mission is to preserve, enhance and restore the quality of 
California’s water resources and drinking water for the protection of the environment, 
public health and all beneficial uses, and to ensure proper allocation and efficient use 
for present and future generations.

https://savewater.ca.gov/


BEFORE THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

OF THE COUNTY OF KINGS, STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

 

********* 

 

IN THE MATTER OF DECLARING   RESOLUTION NO. 22-027 

A LOCAL EMERGENCY DUE TO 

DROUGHT CONDITIONS  / 

 

WHEREAS, by Emergency Proclamations dated April 12, 2021, May l0, 2021, July 

8, 202l, and October 19, 2021, California Governor Gavin Newsom declared a state of 

emergency in California  that continues today and exists across all the counties of 

California, due to extreme and expanding drought conditions;  

WHEREAS Governor Newsom further declared the ongoing drought will have 

significant, immediate impacts on communities with vulnerable water supplies, and on 

farms that rely on irrigation to grow food and fiber, and fish and wildlife that rely on stream 

flows and cool water; and  these drought conditions can result in degraded water quality, 

fallowing of productive farmland, setbacks to vulnerable and rural communities through 

job losses and longer-lasting recoveries, significant impacts to tribal, commercial, and 

recreational salmon fisheries, constraints on access to traditional lifeways, loss of aquatic 

and terrestrial biodiversity, and ecosystem impacts;  

WHEREAS, Governor Newsom further declared that drought conditions vary 

across the State and that emergency conditions exist in some watersheds that are extremely 

dry and facing substantial water supply and ecosystem challenges;  

WHEREAS, On March 28, 2022, Governor Newson issued Executive Order N-7-

22 declaring that since his October 19, 2021 Proclamation, early rains in October and 

December 2021 have given way to the driest January and February in recorded history for 

the watersheds that provide much of California’s water supply;  

WHEREAS, in Executive Order N-7-22, Governor Newsom further declared that 

the record-breaking dry period in January and February and the absence of significant rains 

in March have required the Department of Water Resources to reduce anticipated deliveries 

from the State Water Project to five percent (5%) of requested supplies;  

WHEREAS, Kings County has experienced extremely low precipitation over the 

past three years and faces substantial water supply and ecosystem challenges based on 

extremely dry watersheds, reduced surface water distributions, and critically overdrawn 

water basins;  



WHEREAS, on March 5, 2021, United States Department of Agriculture (“USDA”) 

Secretary, Tom Vilsack, designated 50 of California’s counties, including the County of 

Kings, as primary natural disaster areas due to a recent drought;  

WHEREAS, since that time, Kings County has received precipitation well below its 

annual average;  

WHEREAS, as of March 2, 2022, snow survey measurements by California 

Department of Water Resources show the regional snowpacks in the Sierra Nevada 

Mountain Range to be 58-68 percent of annual average; 

WHEREAS, as of March 29, 2022, the Department of Water Resources reported 

that the statewide snowpack is 39 percent (39%) of annual average;  

WHEREAS, the adverse environmental, economic, and social impacts of the 

drought pose an imminent threat of disaster and threaten to cause widespread harm to 

people, businesses, property, communities, wildlife and recreation in County of Kings;  

 WHEREAS, it is necessary to expeditiously mitigate the effects of the drought 

conditions and address the water supply and ecosystem challenges within Kings County to 

ensure the protection of health, safety and the environment; and  

WHEREAS, local resources are inadequate to cope with the effects of these 

conditions.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, as follows:  

 

1. Pursuant to Government Code section 8550 et seq., due to drought conditions 

and its imposed substantial water supply and ecosystem challenges, this Board hereby 

declares a local emergency in Kings County.  

 

2. During the existence of this local emergency, the powers, functions and 

duties of the Emergency Services Officer and staff shall be as prescribed by state law and 

by County ordinance and resolutions of this Board.  

 

3. The Emergency Services Officer is hereby authorized and directed to consult 

and cooperate with federal and state officials about mitigating the conditions caused by the 

drought. 

 

4. The Board of Supervisors hereby requests that the Governor declare a state 

of local emergency in Kings County due to the drought conditions and requests disaster 

assistance from the state and federal government due to drought conditions. 

 



 The foregoing resolution was adopted upon motion by Supervisor  

Verboon, seconded by Supervisor  Fagundes at a regular meeting held on the 1st day of 

April, 2022, by the following vote: 

 

 AYES: Supervisors: Verboon, Fagundes, Valle, Pedersen, Neves 

 NOES: None 

 ABSENT: None 

 ABSTAIN: None 

 

             

      Chairperson of the Board of Supervisors 

      County of Kings, State of California 

 

 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have set my hand this 1st day of  April, 2022. 

 

             

      Clerk of said Board of Supervisors 

 



BEFORE THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

OF THE COUNTY OF KINGS, STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

********* 

IN THE MATTER OF CONTINUING RESOLUTION NO. 

A DECLARATION OF LOCAL 

EMERGENCY DUE TO 

DROUGHT CONDITIONS / 

WHEREAS, on April 1, 2022, the Kings County Board of Supervisors (“Board”) 

adopted Resolution 22-027 declaring a local emergency due to drought conditions within 

Kings County (“Drought Declaration”) based on minimal amounts of precipitation over the 

past three years as described in Governor Newsom’s Emergency Proclamations dated April 

12, 2021, May 10, 2021, July 8, 2021, and October 19, 2021, and Executive Order N-7-22; 

WHEREAS, California and Kings County continue to receive precipitation well 

below their annual average;  

WHEREAS, on April 1, 2022, the California Department of Water Resources 

reported that the regional snowpacks in the Sierra Nevada Mountain Range are thirty-eight 

percent (38%) of the annual average; 

WHEREAS, as of May 3, 2022, the Department of Water Resources reported that 

the statewide snowpack has been reduced to twenty-nine percent (29%) of the annual 

average;  

WHEREAS, as of May 3, 2022, the Department of Water Resources reported that 

the statewide average precipitation for the 2021-2022 rain year is seventy-four percent 

(74%) of the annual average; 

WHEREAS, the drought conditions as stated herein persist in Kings County and 

are appearing to become more severe; and 

WHEREAS, local resources are not adequate to cope with the continued and 

increasing drought-related impacts of these conditions on the County.   

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, as follows: 

1. Pursuant to Government Code Section 8630, the Board hereby renews and

continues its April 1, 2022, declaration of a local emergency due to drought conditions in 

Kings County. 

22-046



2. During the existence of this local emergency, the powers, functions and

duties of the Emergency Services Officer and staff shall be as prescribed by state law and 

by County ordinance and resolutions of this Board.  

3. The Emergency Services Officer is hereby authorized and directed to consult

and cooperate with federal and state officials about mitigating the conditions caused by the 

drought. 

4. The Board of Supervisors hereby requests disaster assistance from the state

and federal government due to drought conditions. 

The foregoing resolution was adopted upon motion by Supervisor 

, seconded by Supervisor    at a 

regular meeting held on the 24th day of May, 2022, by the following vote: 

AYES: 

NOES: 

ABSENT: 

Supervisors 

None 
None 

ABSTAIN: None 

Chairperson of the Board of Supervisors 

County of Kings, State of California 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have set my hand this  day of , 2022. 

Clerk of said Board of Supervisors 

Fagundes Verboon

:  Fagundes, Verboon, Valle, Pedersen, Neves

24th                 May



BEFORE THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

OF THE COUNTY OF KINGS, STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

********* 

IN THE MATTER OF CONTINUING RESOLUTION NO. 

A DECLARATION OF LOCAL 

EMERGENCY DUE TO 

DROUGHT CONDITIONS / 

WHEREAS, on April 1, 2022, the Kings County Board of Supervisors (“Board”) 

adopted Resolution 22-027 declaring a local emergency due to drought conditions within 

Kings County (“Drought Declaration”), based on minimal amounts of precipitation over 

the past three years as described in Governor Newsom’s Emergency Proclamations dated 

April 12, 2021; May 10, 2021; July 8, 2021; and October 19, 2021; and in Executive Order 

N-7-22;

WHEREAS, on May 24, 2022, the Board adopted Resolution 22-045, reaffirming 

the continued drought conditions continuing the declaration of a state of emergency within 

the county; 

WHEREAS, California and Kings County continue to receive precipitation well 

below their annual average; 

WHEREAS, as of June 14, 2022, the Department of Water Resources reported that 

the statewide snowpack has been reduced to zero percent (0%), 39 days ahead of the annual 

average zero-percent date of July 23;  

WHEREAS, as of July 1, 2022, the Department of Water Resources reported that 

the statewide average precipitation for the 2021-2022 rain year is seventy-four percent 

(74%) of the annual average, having not increased since the Board’s adoption of Resolution 

22-046;

WHEREAS, on May 24, 2022, California’s State Water Resources Control Board 

(“SWRCB”) adopted additional emergency water conservation regulations, which went 

into effect on June 10, 2022; 

WHEREAS, the drought conditions as stated herein persist in Kings County and are 

appearing to become more severe; and 

WHEREAS local resources continue to be inadequate to cope with the continued 

and increasing drought-related impacts of these conditions on the County. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, as follows: 

1. Pursuant to Government Code Section 8630, the Board hereby renews and

continues its May 24, 2022, declaration of a local emergency due to drought conditions in 

Kings County. 

2. During the existence of this local emergency, the powers, functions and

duties of the County Emergency Services Officer and staff shall be as prescribed by state 

law and by County ordinance and resolutions of this Board.  

3. The County Emergency Services Officer is hereby authorized and directed

to consult and cooperate with federal and state officials about mitigating the conditions 

caused by the drought. 

4. The Board of Supervisors hereby requests disaster assistance from the state

and federal government due to drought conditions. 

The foregoing resolution was adopted upon motion by Supervisor 

, seconded by Supervisor    at a 

regular meeting held on the 19th day of July, 2022, by the following vote: 

AYES: 

NOES: 

ABSENT: 

Supervisors 

None 
Supervisors 

ABSTAIN: None 

Chairperson of the Board of Supervisors 

County of Kings, State of California 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have set my hand this  day of , 2022. 

Clerk of said Board of Supervisors 

Verboon Pedersen

:  Verboon, Pedersen, Valle, Nevves

:  Fagundes

19 July



BEFORE THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

OF THE COUNTY OF KINGS, STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

********* 

IN THE MATTER OF CONTINUING RESOLUTION NO. 

A DECLARATION OF LOCAL 

EMERGENCY DUE TO 

DROUGHT CONDITIONS / 

WHEREAS, on April 1, 2022, the Kings County Board of Supervisors (“Board”) 

adopted Resolution 22-027 declaring a local emergency due to drought conditions within 

Kings County (“Drought Declaration”), based on minimal amounts of precipitation over 

the past three years as described in Governor Newsom’s Emergency Proclamations dated 

April 12, 2021; May 10, 2021; July 8, 2021; and October 19, 2021; and in Executive Order 

N-7-22;

WHEREAS, on May 24, 2022, and July 19, 2022, the Board adopted Resolutions 
22-046 and 22-053, reaffirming the continued drought conditions continuing the

declaration of a state of emergency within the county;

WHEREAS, California and Kings County continue to receive precipitation well 

below their annual average; 

WHEREAS, as of June 14, 2022, the Department of Water Resources reported that 

the statewide snowpack has been reduced to zero percent (0%), 39 days ahead of the annual 

average zero-percent date of July 23;  

WHEREAS, as of August 23, 2022, the Department of Water Resources reported 
that the statewide average precipitation for the 2021-2022 rain year is seventy-four 

percent (74%) of the annual average, having not increased since the Board’s adoption of 

Resolution 22-046;

WHEREAS, as of August 23, 2022, the Department of Water Resources reported 
that the estimated statewide reservoir storage was sixty-eight percent (68%) of the historic 
average.

WHEREAS, on May 24, 2022, California’s State Water Resources Control Board 

(“SWRCB”) adopted additional emergency water conservation regulations, which went 

into effect on June 10, 2022; 

WHEREAS, the drought conditions as stated herein persist in Kings County and are 

appearing to become more severe; and 

WHEREAS local resources continue to be inadequate to cope with the continued 

and increasing drought-related impacts of these conditions on the County. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, as follows: 

1. Pursuant to Government Code Section 8630, the Board hereby renews and

continues its May 24, 2022, and July 19, 2022, declarations of a local emergency due to

drought conditions in Kings County. 

2. During the existence of this local emergency, the powers, functions and

duties of the County Emergency Services Officer and staff shall be as prescribed by state 

law and by County ordinance and resolutions of this Board.  

3. The County Emergency Services Officer is hereby authorized and directed

to consult and cooperate with federal and state officials about mitigating the conditions 

caused by the drought. 

4. The Board of Supervisors hereby requests disaster assistance from the state

and federal government due to drought conditions. 

The foregoing resolution was adopted upon motion by Supervisor 

 at a , seconded by Supervisor   

regular meeting held on the 13th day of September, 2022, by the following vote:

AYES: Supervisors 

NOES: Supervisors 

ABSENT: Supervisors 

ABSTAIN: Supervisors 

Chairperson of the Board of Supervisors 

County of Kings, State of California 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have set my hand this  day of , 2022. 

Clerk of said Board of Supervisors 

Verboon Pedersen

13th September
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I hereby certify that the above order was passed and adopted 

on ________________________, 2022. 

CATHERINE VENTURELLA, Clerk to the Board 

By                                                    , Deputy. 
 

 
 

SUBMITTED BY: Administration – Edward D. Hill/Matthew Boyett 
 
SUBJECT: FIRST READING OF THE GROUNDWATER EXPORT ORDINANCE 
 
SUMMARY: 
 

Overview: 
The groundwater underlying Kings County has historically provided the people and lands of Kings 
County with water for agricultural, domestic, municipal and other purposes, and demand and importance 
will likely increase in the future. Most municipal water users in Kings County depend on groundwater 
for their domestic water supply. Additionally, much of the farm production in the county depends upon 
the use of groundwater to produce crops, which significantly contribute to the gross value of all 
agricultural crops and agricultural production in the county. Furthermore, all constituents are impacted 
by the supply of water. Adequate and sustainable supplies lead to improved social determinants of 
health, which are felt most in the county’s disadvantaged communities. The groundwater basins 
underlying Kings County are significant water resources that must be managed in the public trust and 
must be conserved so that they may be placed to the reasonable and beneficial use of all potential users, 
while avoiding the waste and unreasonable use of those resources.  

 
Recommendation: 
Introduce and waive the first reading of the ordinance governing the extraction of groundwater 
with the intent to export that groundwater outside of the county.  

 
Fiscal Impact: 
The estimated annual gross value of agricultural production in Kings County in 2021 was $2.34 billion. 
Actual Gross Domestic Product (GDP) in Kings County attributable to agriculture is approximately 
$960 million, which is 15% of Kings County’s (Private) GDP. Additionally, recent property tax revenue 
collected from agricultural property in Kings County was $33 million – of which 51.12% goes to 
schools, 22.65% comes to the County to support general services, Fire, and Library, 13.94% funds  
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redevelopment, 6.19% goes to the cities, and 6.09% funds special districts. Furthermore, one in every 
four jobs in Kings County is attributed to agriculture.   
  

BACKGROUND: 
The groundwater underlying Kings County has historically provided the people and lands of Kings County with 
water for agricultural, domestic, municipal and other purposes, and demand and importance will likely increase 
in the future. Most municipal water users in Kings County depend on groundwater for their domestic water 
supply. Additionally, much of the farm production in the county depends upon the use of groundwater to 
produce crops, which significantly contribute to the gross value of all agricultural crops and agricultural 
production in the county. Furthermore, all constituents are impacted by the supply of water. Adequate and 
sustainable supplies lead to improved social determinants of health, which are felt most in the county’s 
disadvantaged communities.  The groundwater basins underlying Kings County are significant water resources 
that must be managed in the public trust, and must be conserved so that they may be placed to the reasonable 
and beneficial use of all potential users, while avoiding the waste and unreasonable use of those resources.  
 
In addition to the fiscal impacts to the agricultural industry outlined earlier, there are vital links between an 
adequate water supply and improved social determinants of health in the county’s most disadvantaged 
communities. As land is fallowed due to a lack of water or the exportation of water for non-agricultural 
purposes, direct unemployment occurs as farming operations shrink. Indirect unemployment will soon follow as 
the local small businesses and other sectors that the agricultural industry (and their families) support experience 
a decrease in business, such as restaurants, grocery, retail, entertainment, service, and more. The direct and 
indirect increases in unemployment and lack of access to quality jobs negatively impact the economic stability 
in our most vulnerable communities. 
 
As fallowed agricultural land reduces the property tax base, school funding starts to be decreased since schools 
receive 51.12% of each dollar in property tax revenue. As unemployment sweeps the local community both 
directly and indirectly related to agriculture, families may soon relocate due to lack of access to jobs. As 
families relocate, fewer children will be enrolled in the county’s schools, and much of the funding given to 
schools is based upon student attendance and population. Access to quality education will be diminished in the 
local community as resources for county schools decline. 
 
As more people become unemployed as a direct and indirect result of insufficient water, fewer people will have 
access to quality health insurance covered through an employer. Additionally, quality health care providers may 
not wish to grow a practice in a declining community in a struggling local economy with declining populations 
and high rates of unemployment, leaving our most disadvantaged communities without access to quality health 
care. 
 
Quality neighborhoods and safe environments are another important social determinant of a healthy and thriving 
community. As unemployment rises in communities, increased rates in crime soon follow. Furthermore, proper 
safe environments in the most vulnerable and disadvantaged communities are impacted due to restricted access 
to adequate amounts of water for health and human safety use. 
 
Lastly, social and community supports are a vital social determinate of a healthy and thriving community. 
Social and community support programs both locally and at the state level will decrease as funding (sales tax, 
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property tax, personal income tax) supporting public safety, human services, and mental health services 
decrease. Additionally, with personal income tax being the largest source of the state’s general fund, state 
resources given to local governments for critical community supports in the most disadvantaged communities 
may be decreased as a result.   
 
Kings County has a paramount right and duty to govern the management and extraction of groundwater 
resources within its jurisdiction in order to protect the health, welfare, and safety of the residents of the county. 
It is essential for these purposes, and for the public benefit of the state, that groundwater resources of Kings 
County be protected from harm resulting from the excessive extraction of groundwater for use outside the 
basins from which it was extracted 
 
The historic and institutional knowledge possessed by the various water users and agencies within Kings 
County make it in the best interest of all residents and water users within Kings County that the County’s 
groundwater resources be governed at the local level to the greatest extent practicable and allowable under the 
law. While the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act, passed by the California Legislature in 2014, has 
allowed for the formation of local groundwater sustainability agencies to manage groundwater basins, much of 
the groundwater under Kings County is currently not managed by an established groundwater sustainability 
agency. 
 
The ordinance has been reviewed and approved by County Counsel as to form.  
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ORDINANCE NO. ______  

 

AN ORDINANCE ADDING CHAPTER 14C, GOVERNING THE 

EXTRACTION OF GROUNDWATER FOR USE OUTSIDE OF KINGS 

COUNTY, TO THE KINGS COUNTY CODE OF ORDINANCES, 

 

The Board of Supervisors of the County of Kings, State of California, 

hereby ordains as follows: 

 

SECTION 1: Findings and Declarations. 

 

           The Board of Supervisors makes the following findings and declarations in 

support of the enactment of this Ordinance: 

 

A. Groundwater underlying Kings County has historically provided the 

people and lands of Kings County with water for agricultural, domestic, municipal 

and other purposes that are likely to increase in importance in the future. 

 

B. Most municipal water users in Kings County depend on groundwater 

for their domestic water supply. 

 

C. Much of the County’s farm production depends upon the use of 

groundwater to produce crops and support food animals, which significantly 

contribute to the gross value of agricultural production in the County.  The estimated 

annual gross value of agricultural production in Kings County in 2021 was $2.34 

billion. 

 

D. The federally-recognized Tachi-Yokut Tribe, located at the Santa 

Rosa Rancheria within Kings County, depends on groundwater for its domestic and 

other uses. 

 

E. The groundwater of Kings County is a primary source of the water 

supplying the U.S. Naval Air Station—Lemoore, an installation crucial to 

supporting the United States Navy’s Pacific Fleet, and therefore critical to national 

defense. 

 

F. The principle of correlative rights, developed in California case law, 

provides that water may be appropriated from a groundwater basin only if the 

groundwater supply is surplus and exceeds the reasonable and beneficial needs of 

overlying users. 

 

G. The Board is aware of adverse consequences suffered both in Kings 

County and in neighboring counties that have engaged in excessive extraction of 



2 

 

groundwater.  These consequences include, but not limited to, land subsidence, 

damage to the local environment, critical overdraft of local groundwater basins, and 

increased cost of groundwater production for local use. 

 

H. The groundwater basins underlying Kings County are significant 

water resources that must be managed for the benefit of the public trust, and must 

be conserved for the reasonable and beneficial use of all potential users, avoiding 

their waste and unreasonable use.  It is essential for these purposes, and for the 

public benefit of the County and State, that the groundwater resources of Kings 

County be protected from harm resulting from the excessive extraction of 

groundwater for use outside the basins from which it was extracted.   

 

I. Section 7 of Article XI of the California State Constitution states that 

Kings County may make and enforce within its limits local ordinances and 

regulations not in conflict with general laws of the state. 

 

J. The Sustainable Groundwater Management Act, passed by the 

California Legislature in 2014, does not deprive the County from authority to 

regulate groundwater and expressly provides that its provisions are in addition to, 

and not a limitation on, the authority granted to a local agency under any other law. 

 

K. Kings County has a right and duty to govern the management and 

extraction of groundwater resources within its jurisdiction in order to protect the 

health, welfare, and safety of the residents of the County. 

 

L. It in the best interest of all residents and water users within Kings 

County that the County’s groundwater resources be governed at the local level to 

the greatest extent practicable and allowable under the law. 

 

SECTION 2: The Kings County Code of Ordinances is hereby amended by 

adding Chapter 14C, which is attached to and fully incorporated into this Ordinance. 

 

SECTION 3: Until such time as the Board of Supervisors by resolution 

delegates the role to another County department or agency. the Kings County 

Community Development Agency shall assume the role of County Water Agency, 

as defined in the attached Chapter 14C. 

 

SECTION 4: Until such time as the Water Resources Oversight 

Commission established by Ordinance No. ______ is fully implemented, the Kings 

County Planning Commission shall act in the role of Water Resources Oversight 

Commission for purposes of this Ordinance. 
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SECTION 5:  This Ordinance becomes effective thirty days after its 

adoption. 

 

The foregoing ordinance was introduced at a meeting of this Board of 

Supervisors of the County of Kings held on _______________, 2022, and adopted 

at a meeting held on     , 2022, by the following vote: 

 

 AYES: Supervisors 

 NOES: Supervisors 

 ABSENT: Supervisors 

 ABSTAIN: Supervisors 

     

             

     Chairperson of the Board of Supervisors 

     County of Kings, State of California 

 

 WITNESS my hand and seal of said Board of Supervisors this ___ day of 

November, 2022. 

     

             

     Clerk of said Board of Supervisors  



























































State of California

GOVERNMENT CODE

Section  51244

51244. (a)  Each contract shall be for an initial term of no less than 10 years. Each
contract shall provide that on the anniversary date of the contract or such other annual
date as specified by the contract a year shall be added automatically to the initial term
unless notice of nonrenewal is given as provided in Section 51245.

(b) (1)  If the county makes a determination pursuant to subdivision (e) of Section
16142 or subdivision (d) of Section 16142.1, contracts shall be for a term of no less
than 9 years for contracts currently 10 years in length or 18 years for contracts currently
20 years in length, as the case may be. For new contracts entered into during a year
in which this subdivision is in effect, the initial contract length shall be either 9 or 18
years. Each contract shall provide, except in the initial year of the determination, that
on the anniversary date of the contract or such other annual date as specified by the
contract, a year shall be added automatically to the initial term unless notice of
nonrenewal is given as provided in Section 51245.

In any subsequent year during the reduced term of contract in which increased
revenue is not realized by the county pursuant to Section 51244.3, 2 or 3 additional
years shall be added to the contract on the next anniversary date, as necessary, to
restore the contract to its full 10-year or 20-year contract length.

(2) In any year in which this subdivision is implemented, the county shall record
a notice that states the affected parcel number or numbers and current owner’s names,
or, alternatively, the same information for those parcels that are not affected.

(3) An addition to the assessed value shall be conveyed to the auditor, consistent
with the 10-percent reduction in the length of the restriction, equal to 10 percent of
the difference between the valuation pursuant to Section 423, 423.3, 423.4, or 423.5
of the Revenue and Taxation Code, as applicable, and the valuation under subdivision
(b) of Section 51 or Section 110.1 of the Revenue and Taxation Code, whichever is
lower. If the valuation under subdivision (b) of Section 51 or Section 110.1 of the
Revenue and Taxation Code is lower, the addition to the assessed value shall be zero.
The increased amount of tax revenue that results from the decrease in restriction shall
be separately displayed on the taxpayer’s annual bill.

(4) A landowner may elect to serve notice of nonrenewal instead of accepting a
9-year or 18-year contract, as the case may be. In that case, the additional assessed
value shall not be added to the property as provided for in paragraph (3).

For purposes of this subdivision, a landowner may serve notice of nonrenewal at
any time. However, a landowner who withdraws that notice prior to the effective date
shall be subject to term modification and additional assessed value. Once served and
effective, a landowner nonrenewal notice may not be withdrawn except for cause and
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