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Date:  Tuesday, June 29, 2021 
Time:             9:00 a.m.                                
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 1400 W. Lacey Boulevard, Hanford, California  93230 

 
 (559) 852-2362    FAX (559) 585-8047         website: https://www.countyofkings.com 

 

COUNTY OF KINGS PUBLIC MEETING PROTOCOL IN RESPONSE TO CORONAVIRUS COVID-19 
 California Governor Gavin Newsom issued Executive Orders N-25-20 and N-29-20 on March 12, 2020 and March 17, 2020, 
respectively, relating to the convening of public agency meetings in light of the COVID-19 pandemic.  On December 3, 2020, the State 
announced a regional Stay-at-Home order to slow the spread of COVID-19. In response to the State’s additional restrictions, and for 
the protection of the public’s health, the Board of Supervisors will convene their public meetings via video and teleconference as 
detailed below, and will close its Board Chambers to the public until further notice. 
Pursuant to the Executive Orders, and to maintain the orderly conduct of the meeting, Kings County will allow the Board Supervisors, 
County staff and interested members of the public to attend the meeting telephonically or by the Internet, and to participate in the 
meeting to the same extent as if they were present in the Board’s Chambers.   
 Members of the public who wish to observe the meeting virtually can do so via the worldwide web at:  

           https://youtu.be/derr2vr8aIQ   or go to www.countyofkings.com and click on the “Join Meeting” link. 

 Members of the public who wish to comment may submit written comments on any matter within the Board’s subject matter 

jurisdiction, regardless of whether it is on the agenda for Board consideration or action, and those comments will be entered into the 

administrative record of the meeting.  To submit written comments by U.S. Mail or email for inclusion in the meeting record, they 

must be received by the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors no later than 9:00 a.m. on the morning of the noticed meeting.  To submit 

written comments by email, please forward them to bosquestions@co.kings.ca.us.  To submit such comments by U.S. Mail, please 

forward them to:   Clerk of the Board of Supervisors, County of Kings, 1400 W. Lacey Blvd., Hanford, CA 93230 

 

To comment during the meeting by telephone or the Internet, E-mail the Clerk of the Board at any time before or during the meeting 
at bosquestions@co.kings.ca.us for a phone number, access code and meeting link.   

    
I.  9:00 AM CALL TO ORDER 

ROLL CALL – Clerk of the Board 
INVOCATION – Pastor Arthur Fox – New Hope Orthodox Presbyterian Church 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

   
II.  UNSCHEDULED APPEARANCES 

Any person may directly address the Board at this time on any item on the agenda, or on any other 
items of interest to the public, that is within the subject matter jurisdiction of the Board.  Two (2) 
minutes are allowed for each item. 

   
III.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
  A. Approval of the minutes from the June 22, 2021 regular meeting. 
   

 
 

https://youtu.be/derr2vr8aIQ
http://www.countyofkings.com/
mailto:Catherine.Venturella@co.kings.ca.us
mailto:bosquestions@co.kings.ca.us
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IV.  CONSENT CALENDAR 
  A. Agriculture Department: 
   1. Consider approving the Cooperative Agreement with the California Department of Food and 

Agriculture for the County’s Petroleum Enforcement Program. 
   2. Consider approving the Cooperative Agreement with the California Department of Food and 

Agriculture for the County’s Weighmaster Enforcement Program. 
  B. Behavioral Health Department: 
   1. Consider approving Agreement with Aspiranet for Youth Specialty Mental Health Services. 
   2. Consider approving the Amendment to Agreement Number 18-087 with Mental Health 

Systems, Incorporated for Assertive Community Treatment Full Service Partnership services, 
extending the current Agreement through June 30, 2022. 

   3. Consider approving the Amendment to Agreement Number 20-153 with WestCare California, 
Incorporated for substance use disorder program services, extending the term through June 
30, 2022. 

  C. Child Support Services: 
   1. Consider approving the Intra-County Plan of Cooperation between the Department of Child 

Support Services and the Information Technology Department. 
  D. Public Health Department: 
   1. a. Consider approving the Memorandum of Understanding with Kings Community Action 

Organization for the Head Start Program, effective from July 1, 2021 to June 30, 2023; 
and 

    b. Authorize the Director of Public Health to sign the Memorandum of Understanding with 
Kings Community Action Organization for the Head Start Program. 

   2. a. Consider approving the Amendment to the Agreement with Aurrera Health Group for 
the Adverse Childhood Experiences Aware Program, extending the term through 
September 30, 2021; and 

    b. Authorize the Director of Public Health to sign the Amendment with Aurrera Health 
Group for the Adverse Childhood Experiences Aware Program, extending the term 
through September 30, 2021.  

   3. Consider approving the Amendment with Kings Community Action Organization for 
continued administration of the Kings Cares Essential Workforce Support Program, extending 
the current term through June 30, 2022.  

  E. Public Works Department: 
   1. Consider awarding the bid from Cain Trucking Inc. for asphaltic emulsion for County road 

projects. 
   2. Consider accepting an Easement Deed for a turnaround on an undeveloped property located 

on Tract 756 Phase 5.  
   3. Consider authorizing the Fleet Superintendent to purchase vehicles using Sourcewell for 12 

Sheriff Vehicles.  
   4. Consider accepting the dedication for In-Lieu Parcel Map No. 19-10 (Venoma Kautz and  

Dean E. Kautz) into the County Maintained Mileage. 
   5. Consider awarding the bid to purchase traffic paint to Ennis-Flint, Inc. for striping roads. 
  F. Administration:  
   1. Consider authorizing out–of-state travel to National Harbor, Maryland for Supervisor Craig 

Pedersen from July 7-14, 2021, including travel time, including travel time to attend the 
National Association of Counties Annual Conference. 

   2. Consider approving the Memorandum of Understanding with the Superior Court and the 
County of Kings for the provision of Court Appointed Dependency Counsel.    
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V.  REGULAR AGENDA ITEMS 
  A. Community Development Department – Chuck Kinney/Alex Hernandez 
   1. Consider adopting a Resolution, which will accomplish the following: 
    a. Make certain findings pertaining to California Government Code Section 51295. 
    b. Direct the Community Development Agency to complete the administrative 

requirements, recordings and make the required notices to property owners, County 
departments, and State agencies. 

   
  B. Public Works Department – Dominic Tyburski/Mitchel Cabrera 
   1. a. Consider awarding the construction contract to Papich Construction Company Inc., as 

the apparent low bidder for the  Fiscal Year 2020-2021 Senate Bill 1 funded Kings 
County Roadway Improvement Project; and 

    b. Approve the construction Agreement; and 
    c. Authorize the Public Works Director to approve additional costs up to ten percent of the 

contract amount.  
   
  C. Administration – Kyria Martinez 

Public Works Department – Dominic Tyburski 
   1. Consider approving a Modular Design Services Agreement with Bowe Contractors, Inc. for 

the County’s Senate Bill 81 Round Two Juvenile Center Remodel Project.  
   
  D. Administration – Kyria Martinez 

County Counsel – Lee Burdick/Diane Freeman 
   1. Receive  information regarding the County’s redistricting public outreach plan and direct staff 

as necessary.  
   
  E. Administration – Kyria Martinez 
   1. a. Consider approving the Development Agreement between Kings County and the Santa 

Rosa Rancheria Tachi-Yokut Tribe for the development of the Tachi-Yokut Fire Station; 
and 

    b. Appoint the County Fire Chief and the County Public Works Director as members of the 
Tachi-Yokut  Fire Station Development Board. 

   2. Consider confirming an appointment of Larry Spikes to the position of Interim County 
Administrative Officer, effective June 29, 2021 and set the compensation. 

   3. a. Review and approve the Kings County Homelessness Collaborative response to the 
Grand Jury report titled Kings County Response to Homelessness; and                

    b. Approve the Kings County Homeless Collaborative Response as the Board response to 
the Grand Jury or direct staff to prepare a separate response to Grand Jury from the 
Board.     

   
  F. Public Health  Department – Edward Hill 
   1. Receive an update on the local emergency in Kings County due to the imminent and 

proximate threat of exposure of COVID-19 on the residents of the County of Kings and take 
action as deemed necessary. 
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VI.  BOARD MEMBER ANNOUNCEMENTS OR REPORTS 
On their own initiative Board Members may make a brief announcement or a brief report on their own 
activities.  They may ask questions for clarification, make a referral to staff or take action to have staff 
place a matter of business on a future agenda (Gov. Code Section 54954.2a). 

   Board Correspondence 
   Upcoming Events 
   Information on Future Agenda Items 
    
VII.  CLOSED SESSION              

   Significant Exposure to Litigation: 1 Case [Govt. Code Section 54956.9 (d)(1)]  
   Personnel Matter:  [Govt. Code Section 54957] 

Public Employee Appointment:   County Administrative Officer 
   Personnel Matter:  [Govt. Code Section 54957] 

Public Employee Appointment:  County Counsel 
   Conference with Labor Negotiator/Meet and Confer: [Govt. Code Section 54957.6] 
   Negotiators:  Kyria Martinez, Henie Ring, Che Johnson of Liebert Cassidy Whitmore 
     General –CLOCEA 
     Deputy Sheriff’s Association 
   
VIII. 11:00 AM CALIFORNIA PUBLIC FINANCE AUTHORITY REGULAR MEETING 
   
IX. 11:00 AM CALIFORNIA COMMUNITY HOUSING AGENCY REGULAR MEETING 
   
X.  ADJOURNMENT 
  The July 6, 2021 meeting has been cancelled due to the observance of Independence Day. The next 

regularly scheduled meeting will be held on Tuesday, July 13, 2021, at 9:00 a.m.   
   

FUTURE MEETINGS AND EVENTS 

 July 6    Regular Meeting cancelled due to observance of Independence Day on July 4, 2021 

 July 13   9:00 AM  Regular Meeting 

 July 19   9:00 AM  Annual Board of Equalization Regular Meeting 

 July 20   9:00 AM  Regular Meeting 

 July 27   9:00 AM  Regular Meeting 

Agenda backup information and any public records provided to the Board after the posting of the agenda will be available for 
the public to review at the Board of Supervisors office, 1400 W. Lacey Blvd, Hanford, for the meeting date listed on this 
agenda. 

 



https://youtu.be/JCDMo3g-mfE
http://www.countyofkings.com/
mailto:Catherine.Venturella@co.kings.ca.us
mailto:bosquestions@co.kings.ca.us
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6/23/2021 

Ju/.12 

4:00 pm to 5:15 pm 

EDT 

Jul.12 

5:30 pm to 6:00 pm 
EDT 

Ju/.12 

6:30 pm to 9:30 pm 
EDT 

https://www.naco.org/events/print-schedule/239777 

2021 NACo Annual Conference I NACo 

West Region Caucus Meeting & Election 

NACo New Board Member Meeting 

NACo Closing Celebration 

20/20 
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BOARD ACTION : APPROVED AS RECOMMENDED: _________ OTHER: ________ 
 
 
 
 
 

I hereby certify that the above order was passed and adopted 

on ________________________, 2021. 

CATHERINE VENTURELLA, Clerk of the Board 

By                                                    , Deputy. 
 

 
 

SUBMITTED BY: Administration – Kyria Martinez  
 
SUBJECT: MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN THE KINGS COUNTY 

SUPERIOR COURT AND THE COUNTY OF KINGS FOR THE PROVISION 
OF COURT APPOINTED DEPENDENCY COUNSEL 

 
SUMMARY: 
 

Overview: 
The Minor’s Advocacy Unit is a division under Administration that provides legal services in defense of 
minors’ charged with criminal offenses.  The unit also provides legal representation for all children on 
whom dependency cases have been filed. This memorandum of understanding concerns the County’s 
reimbursement from our local Superior Court for the cost for providing Court Appointed Dependency 
Counsel for minors, parents, legal guardians, and other interested parties in juvenile dependency 
proceedings.   The Memoranda of Understanding (MOU) before your Board would cover the cost of the 
County providing Dependency Counsel with attorneys from its Minor’s Advocates Unit and contract 
counsel.   
 
Recommendation: 
Approve the Memorandum of Understanding with the Superior Court and the County of Kings 
for the provision of Court Appointed Dependency Counsel.   
 
Fiscal Impact: 
The Minor’s Advocacy Unit procedure for billing the courts for legal representation of parties before the 
court on a dependency case, continues to remain unchanged. Services of the Minor’s Advocates Unit, 
including attorneys, support staff, and  an investigator, services of the contract attorneys for dependency 
cases, and services of the conflict attorneys for dependency cases. All costs associated to this MOU are 
budgeted in Budget Unit 336300.  
 

(Cont’d) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   
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BACKGROUND: 
Pursuant to the Trial Court Funding Act (the Act), certain services related to the trial courts are defined as either 
a Court or County function.  Court Appointed Dependency Counsel (Dependency Counsel) are defined under 
Government Code § 7003(a)(4) as “court operations” under the Act and, therefore, are an expense of the Court, 
not the County.  As a consequence, funding for Dependency Counsel, which includes counsel for minors, 
parents, legal guardians, and any other interested parties for whom the Court appoints counsel, is a charge 
against the Court, not the County.    

                                                              
Local courts, such as the Kings County Superior Court, receive funding from Judicial Council to hire and pay 
for Dependency Counsel.  One option available to local courts is to contract with the local county to provide 
these services by entering into a MOU between the local court and county.   
 
Pursuant to the MOU, the county provides Dependency Counsel as required under Section 317 of the Welfare 
and Institutions Code and is reimbursed for its expenses by the local court.   
 
The MOU before your Board would cover the cost of the County providing Dependency Counsel with attorneys 
from its Minor’s Advocates Unit and contract counsel.  The MOU will take effect on July 1, 2021 for a one (1) 
year term to end on June 30, 2022.   Although the MOU only has a one (1) year term, it also contains an 
automatic renewal clause that means the first and subsequent one (1) year terms will renew unless the MOU is 
otherwise amended or terminated by the parties.    
 
The MOU has been reviewed and approved by County Counsel.      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
BETWEEN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF KINGS 

AND THE COUNTY OF KINGS FOR COURT APPOINTED COUNSEL 
IN JUVENILE DEPENDENCY PROCEEDINGS 

SECTION 1. PARTIES 

This Memorandum of Understanding ("Agreement") is made and entered into by the Superior 
Court of California, County of Kings (hereinafter, "Court") and the County of Kings, a political subdivision 
of the State of California (hereinafter "County"), for court-appointed counsel in juvenile dependency 

proceedings, as court operations costs pursuant to Section 77003(a)(4) of the Government Code and 

California Rules of Court, rule 10.810(a)(4). 

SECTION 2. TERM OF AGREEMENT 

This Agreement is effective as of July 1, 2021, and shall remain in full force and effect until June 

30, 2022. This Agreement shall automatically renew for consecutive one (1) year periods under the 

same terms and conditions without the need for further amendment, notice, or approval by the parties, 

unless otherwise terminated in accordance with this Agreement. 

SECTION 3. MODIFICATION AND TERMINATION 

This Agreement may be modified only by a written amendment signed by the parties. This 
Agreement may be terminated by the Court or the County, at any time, without cause, upon 180 days' 

written notice to the other party prior to the end of the fiscal year. For purposes of this Agreement, the 

fiscal year ends on June 30th of each year. 

SECTION 4. SCOPE OF SERVICES 

The County shall provide attorneys to act as court-appointed legal counsel in juvenile 

dependency proceedings to perform the services set forth in Exhibit A, which is incorporated herein by 

reference as if set forth in full. Said attorneys shall be provided through the County's Minor's Advocacy 

Office ("MAO") and by contract as needed. 

SECTION 5. COMPENSATION 

Costs for court-appointed counsel in juvenile dependency proceedings are "court operations" 

costs pursuant to Section 77003(a)(4) of the Government Code. The Court and the County acknowledge 

that funding for Court-Appointed Dependency Counsel is provided by the Judicial Council of California 

("Judicial Council") to the Court. In the event cost for services are projected to exceed the funding 

allocated to the Court, the Court and the County agree to meet and confer to consider ways to reduce 

costs, which may include, but not be limited to, amending this Agreement. 

In no event, however, will the County assume responsibility for the cost of court-appointed 

counsel in juvenile dependency proceedings should the costs of said services exceed the amount of 

funding provided by Judicial Council unless otherwise agreed in future amendments. 

1 



The County shall provide monthly invoices to the Court. Each invoice will be paid in full within 
30 days of receipt. MAO will prepare billing invoices for submission to the Court, which will contain the 
date of service, case name, case number, attorney name, hours worked, and rate of pay. In addition, 
each month, MAO will complete and submit a Monthly New Case Report and a Monthly Old Case Report 
to the Court with the invoice. 

SECTION 6. COMPLIANCE WITH LAW 

Each party shall comply with all Federal, State, and local laws and regulations applicable to its 
performance, including all confidentiality laws. 

SECTION 7. INDEMNIFICATION AND INSURANCE 

A. Indemnification 

Each Party shall indemnify, defend and hold harmless the other party, its Board members, 
officers, judicial officers, employees, agents and assigns from and against any and all claims, demands 
liability, judgments, awards, interests, reasonable attorney's fees, costs, experts' fees and expenses of 
whatsoever kind or nature, at any time arising out of its negligent performance of this Agreement or 
willful misconduct, whether in tort, contract or otherwise. This indemnification obligation shall survive 
the termination of this Agreement as to any acts or omissions occurring under this Agreement or any 
extension of this Agreement. 

B. Insurance 

Each Party is responsible for obtaining the necessary insurance through an insurer or shared risk 
insurance pool. 

SECTION 8. NOTICE 

Any notice necessary to the performance of this Agreement shall be given in writing by 
personal delivery or by prepaid first-class mail addressed as follows: 

County: Court: 
Kings County Minors Advocate Office Superior Court of Kings County 
1400 West Lacey Blvd. 1640 Kings County Drive 
Hanford, CA 93230 Hanford, CA 93230 

With a copy to: 

Kings County Counsel 

1400 W. Lacey Blvd. 

Hanford, CA 93230 

If notice is given by personal delivery, notice is effective as of the date of personal delivery. If 
notice is given by mail, notice is effective as of three (3) days following the date of mailing or the date of 
delivery reflected upon a return receipt, whichever occurs first. 
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Superior Court of the State of California, 
Count of Kings 

B 
ichelle S. Martine 

Court Executive Office 

SECTION 9. ENTIRE AGREEMENT 

This Agreement, including exhibits as referenced herein, constitutes the entire agreement 
between the parties and there are no inducements, promises, terms, conditions or obligations made or 
entered into by the County or the Court other than those contained herein. 

SECTION 10. AUTHORITY 

Each signatory to this Agreement represents that it is authorized to enter into this Agreement 
and to bind the party to which its signature represents. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the Parties have executed this Agreement the day and year first written 
above. 

COUNTY OF KINGS 

By:  
Craig Pedersen, Chairman 
Kings County Board of Supervisors 

ATTEST: 

Catherine VentureIla, Clerk to the Board 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
Lee Burdick, County Counsel 

By:  
Carrie R. Woolley, 
Assistant County Counsel 

Exhibits: 
Exhibit A: Scope of Work 
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EXHIBIT A 

SCOPE OF WORK 

Court-appointed legal counsel in juvenile dependency proceedings will provide the following services in 
representing minors, parents, legal guardians, or any other individual for whom the Court appoints 
counsel pursuant to Section 317 of the Welfare and Institutions Code: 

1) Represent the interests of the client consistent with Juvenile Court Law; 

2) Provide competent legal representation; 

3) Participate in all court proceedings; 

4) Research pertinent legal issues; 

5) Prepare and present legal arguments; 

6) Prepare and file motions; 

7) Prepare for trial, including, but not limited to, seeking additional funding from the Court to 

hire expert witnesses or consultants as needed; 

8) Interview clients and witnesses; 

9) Communicate with County Counsel and any other counsel as needed; 

10) File Suspected Child Abuse Reports (SCARs) as appropriate; 

11) Meet with clients to explain the allegations, the case process, the client's rights, the 

proposed service plan or disposition, and the nature of the current proceedings; 

12) Meet with clients before each hearings and otherwise as needed to fully represent the 

client's interests; 

13) Discuss visitation and encourage interaction and engagement as appropriate; and 

14) Communicate with the client's schools, as appropriate, care providers, therapists, doctors, 

and any other service providers as needed. 

Attorneys providing legal services under this Agreement shall comply with the requirements established 

by Judicial Council to represent parties in Juvenile Dependency matters including, but not limited to, 

California Rules of Court, rule 5.660. Attorneys shall maintain their State Bar license in good standing 

and comply with all continuing legal education requirements as required. Further, attorneys shall 

demonstrate the adequate skills, knowledge, and comprehension of Juvenile Court law and issues and 

shall demonstrate adequate skills, knowledge, and comprehension of the statutory scheme, as well as 

the purposes and goals of dependency proceedings. 
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 ...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................   
 
BOARD ACTION : APPROVED AS RECOMMENDED: _________ OTHER: ________ 
 
 
 
 
 

I hereby certify that the above order was passed and adopted 

on ________________________, 2021. 

CATHERINE VENTURELLA, Clerk of the Board 

By                                                    , Deputy. 
 

 
 

SUBMITTED BY: Community Development Agency – Chuck Kinney/Alex Hernandez 
 
SUBJECT: FARMLAND SECURITY ZONE CONTRACT APPLICATION – AQUAMARINE 

 
SUMMARY:  
 

Overview: 
The County received an application for a new Farm Land Security Zone Contract. The Westlands Water 
District had previously acquired the Subject Property in lieu of eminent domain in December 2002 for 
the purpose of permanently retiring these drainage-impaired lands from irrigated agriculture.  As such 
the Farmland Security Zone Contract (FSZ No. 201, 206, & 209), which was in effect on those lands at 
that time became null and void per Government Code Section 51295.   
 
Recommendation: 
Adopt a Resolution, which will accomplish the following: 

a. Make certain findings pertaining to California Government Code Section 51295. 
b. Direct the Community Development Agency to complete the administrative requirements, 

recordings and make the required notices to property owners, County departments, and 
State agencies. 

 
Fiscal Impact: 
No impact to the General Fund is expected.  The new contract will consist of the same total acreage as 
previously contracted with 975.17 acres.  
 

BACKGROUND: 
On December 23, 2019 and November 12, 2020, the ownership of the subject 975.17-acre eastern portion of the 
Aquamarine Solar Project site (APNs: 026-260-040, 090, 280, 340, & 370) was transferred from Westlands 
Water District to Aquamarine Westside, LLC, a private entity.  Since the subject 975.17-acre eastern portion of 
 

(Cont’d) 

 _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   
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the Aquamarine Solar Project site was thereby returned to private ownership, these lands are required to be re-
enrolled in the Williamson Act Program pursuant to Government Code Section 51295.  The new contract 
acreage will retain the same as the previous contract acreage. 
 
Prior to 2003, all of the 1,825 acres within the Aquamarine Solar Project site were under Farmland Security 
Zone (FSZ) contracts.  As part of Westlands Water District’s farmland retirement program, the eastern 975.17 
acres of the Aquamarine site were acquired by Westland Water District (WWD) in lieu of eminent domain in 
December 2002 and retired from irrigated agriculture.  Upon WWD’s acquisition, the FSZ contracts on these 
lands became null and void (i.e., “deemed never to have existed”) under Government Code Section 51295.  
However, the lands in the western portion of the Aquamarine site (west of 25th Ave) have remained in private 
ownership and the contracts on that portion of the site have remained in place and are still in effect.  These FSZ 
contracts will remain in effect with the development of the Aquamarine Solar Project since the project site is 
located within the area of the County were solar projects may retain their Williamson Act or Farmland Security 
Zone contracts if they can meet certain “principles of compatibility” with the Williamson Act. Such as, 
continued agricultural production in the form of sheep grazing, as provided in the County’s Williamson Act 
Implementation Procedures (per BOS Resolution No. 13-058).   
 
On December 23, 2019 and November 12, 2020, the 975.17 acres of WWD-owned lands in the eastern portion 
of the Aquamarine Solar Project site were transferred to the ownership of Aquamarine Westside, LLC, a private 
entity.  Government Code Section 51295 requires that if a public agency determines that former Williamson Act 
or Farmland Security Zone land that it acquired in lieu of eminent domain is not needed and is sold to a private 
entity, such land must be re-enrolled into the WA Program.  With this statutory requirement in mind, the 
County’s conditions of approval for the Aquamarine Solar Project Conditional Use Permit require that the 
applicant prepare and implement an Agricultural Management Plan (AMP).  This plan specifies that the project 
site shall be managed for dry farm seasonal sheep grazing for the life of the project in order to remain in 
compliance with the County’s principles of compatibility for lands in the Williamson Act Program.  The 
required AMP has been completed, and is currently being implemented at the Aquamarine Solar Project site. 
 
It is concluded that the County has a legal responsibility under the Government Code to re-enroll the 975.17 
acres in the eastern portion of the Aquamarine site into the FSZ program.  This statutory obligation applies 
notwithstanding that the County’s enrollment period for new Williamson Act and FSZ contracts is suspended 
indefinitely due to the absence of subventions forthcoming from the State.  Therefore, Staff recommends that 
the Board approve the re-enrollment of the subject lands into the County’s WA Program and authorize the 
County’s Community Development Agency staff to execute a new FSZ contract on the subject lands, as 
required under Government Code Section 51295. 
 
This Resolution has been reviewed and approved as to form by County Counsel. 
 
Attachments: 
Resolution 
Land Conservation Contract No. 279 



 
 

 
 

BEFORE THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
COUNTY OF KINGS, STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

********* 
 

IN THE MATTER OF APPROVING     ) RESOLUTION NO. 21-___ 
RE-ENROLLMENT OF CERTAIN       ) 
LANDS WITHIN THE AQUAMARINE) 
SOLAR PROJECT INTO THE               ) 
WILLIAMSON ACT PROGRAM          ) 
UNDER A NEW FARMLAND               ) 
SECURITY ZONE (FSZ) CONTRACT  ) 
_____________________________________ 
 
 WHEREAS, implementation of the California Land Conservation Act of 1965 (“Williamson Act”) 
within Kings County is the sole responsibility of the County of Kings, which administers the Land 
Conservation and Farmland Security Zone program (‘Williamson Act Program”) in Kings County, pursuant 
to the “County of Kings Implementation Procedures for the California Land Conservation ‘Williamson’ 
Act of 1965, including Farmland Security Zones” as updated October 20, 2020; 
 
 WHEREAS, California Government Code Section 51295 requires when a public agency acquires 
land in lieu of eminent domain, which land is under a Land Conservation Contract (referred to herein as 
“Williamson Act Contract”) or Famland Security Zone Contract, such contracts shall be deemed null and 
void upon acquisition of contracted lands by the public agency; 
 
 WHEREAS, California Government Code Section 51295 further requires that if, after acquisition, 
the acquiring public agency determines that it does not need the some or all of the acquired lands which 
were formerly subject to a Williamson Act or Famland Security Zone Contract, and returns those lands to 
private ownership, those lands shall be re-enrolled into the Land Conservation and Farmland Security Zone 
program in a new contract; 
 
 WHEREAS, on September 9, 2019, the Kings County Planning Commission approved Conditional 
Use Permit No. 17-04 for the Aquamarine Solar Project and Gen-Tie Line by adoption of Planning 
Commission Resolution No. 19-02; 
 

 WHEREAS, the 975.17-acre eastern portion of the Aquamarine Solar Project site (APN Nos. 026-
260-040, -090, -280, -340, and -370) had been previously acquired in lieu of eminent domain by the 
Westlands Water District in December 2002 for the purpose of permanently retiring these drainage-
impaired lands from irrigated agriculture, and as such the Farmland Security Zone Contract (FSZ No. 
201, 206, & 209) which was in effect on those lands at that time became null and void per Government 
Code Section 51295;  
 

WHEREAS, on December 23, 2019 and November 12, 2020, the ownership of the subject 975.17-
acre eastern portion of the Aquamarine Solar Project site was transferred from Westlands Water District 
to Aquamarine Westside, LLC, a private entity;. 
 

WHEREAS, because the subject 975.17-acre eastern portion of the Aquamarine Solar Project site 
was thereby returned to private ownership, these lands are required to be re-enrolled in the Williamson 
Act Program pursuant to Government Code Section 51295;. 



 
 

 
 

 
WHEREAS, because Kings County is solely responsible for administration of the Williamson Act 

Program in Kings County, the responsibility for re-enrollment of the subject 975.17-acre eastern portion 
of the Aquamarine Solar Project site into the Williamson Act Program falls to Kings County; 

 
WHEREAS, notwithstanding that the enrollment period for filing of new Williamson Act and 

Farmland Security Zone Contracts is indefinitely suspended in Kings County, the County of Kings 
nevertheless has a statutory obligation under California Government Code Section 51295 to effectuate 
the re-enrollment of the subject 975.17-acre eastern portion of the Aquamarine Solar Project site into the 
Williamson Act Program under a new Farmland Security Zone Contract. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that based on the above findings, the Board hereby 

approves the re-enrollment of the subject 975.17-acre eastern portion of the Aquamarine Solar Project site 
(APN Nos. 026-260-040, -090, -280, -340, and -370) into the Kings County Williamson Act Program, and 
hereby directs the Kings County Community Development Agency staff to prepare and cause to have 
executed a new Farmland Security Zone (FSZ) Contract with Aquamarine Westside, LLC, the legal owner 
of the subject lands; 
 
 The foregoing Resolution was adopted on a motion by Supervisor     and seconded by 
Supervisor    , at a regular meeting held on ________, 2021, by the following vote: 
 

AYES:  SUPERVISOR: 
NOES:  SUPERVISOR: 
ABSTAIN: SUPERVISOR: 
ABSENT:  SUPERVISOR: 

 
        
Chairperson of the Board of Supervisors, 
County of Kings 

 
     
 
 
 
 
 WITNESS, my hand and seal of said Board of Supervisors this          day of _____, 2021. 
 
 

        
Catherine Venturella, Clerk of said Board  
of Supervisors 



 
Recording requested by: 
 
Kings County Board of Supervisors 

 
When recorded, return to the  
Kings County Community Development 
Agency 
Kings County Government Center  
1400 W. Lacey Blvd, Bld #6 
Hanford, CA 93230 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       Space above this line for Recorder’s use. 
 

FARMLAND SECURITY ZONE 
CONTRACT NO. 279 

 
ENTERING INTO 

THIS NEW CONTRACT IN ITS PLACE PURSUANT TO GOVERNMENT 
CODE SECTION 51296, FARMLAND SECURITY ZONE 

 
 THIS FARMLAND SECURITY ZONE CONTRACT, MADE AND EXECUTED THIS _______ day of                           by and 
between   Aquamarine Westside, LLC   , hereinafter referred to as the “Owner” and the COUNTY OF KINGS, a political subdivision of the State of California, 
hereinafter referred to as the “County”; 
 

WITNESSETH: 
 WHEREAS, the Owner owns real property in the County of Kings, State of California, hereinafter referred to as the “Subject Property,” which is 
described in Exhibit A attached hereto; and 
 WHEREAS, the Subject Property is located in Farmland Security Zone No. 0089/01  which was established by the Board of Supervisors of the County by 
Resolution No. 01-121; and 
 WHEREAS, the Subject Property had been previously acquired in lieu of eminent domain by the Westlands Water District in December 2002 for the 
purpose of permanently retiring these drainage-impaired lands from irrigated agriculture, and as such the Farmland Security Zone Contract (FSZ No. 201, 206, & 209) 
which was in effect on those lands at that time became null and void per Government Code Section 51295; and 
  WHEREAS, on December 23, 2019 and November 12, 2020, the ownership of the subject 975.17-acre eastern portion of the Aquamarine Solar Project 
site was transferred from Westlands Water District to Aquamarine Westside, LLC, a private entity; and 
 WHEREAS, because the subject 975.17-acre eastern portion of the Aquamarine Solar Project site was thereby returned to private ownership, these lands 
are required to be re-enrolled in the Williamson Act Program pursuant to Government Code Section 51295; and 
 WHEREAS, the Subject Property will continue to be devoted to agricultural uses and uses compatible thereto; and 
 WHEREAS, the Owner and the County desire to limit the use of Subject Property to agricultural uses and uses compatible therewith in order to preserve a 
maximum of agricultural land, to conserve California’s economic resources, to maintain the agricultural economy, to assure a supply of food and fiber for future 
residents of the State, to discourage the premature and unnecessary conversion of agricultural land to urban uses, recognizing that such land has public value as open 
space and constitutes an important physical, social, esthetic and economic asset to the Owner and the County; and 
 WHEREAS, the Subject Property is not within the Sphere of Influence of any City; and 
 WHEREAS, the Subject Property is designated on the Important Farmland Series map as predominantly grazing land; and  
 WHEREAS, both the Owner and the County intend that the terms, conditions and restrictions of this Contract be substantially similar to contracts 
authorized by the California Land Conservation Act of 1965, including the Farmland Security Zone provisions of the Act; and 
 WHEREAS, the County enters into this Contract with Owner on the express condition that funds be annually appropriated by the State of California, and 
that the annual payments continue to be made to County by the State Controller, under the provisions of the Open Space Subvention Act (California Government Code 
section 16140, et seq.), and that if said funds are not appropriated or dispersed the County may terminate the Contract. 

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS AGREED as follows: 

 
1. This Contract is made and entered into pursuant to the provisions of the California Land Conservation Act of 1965; and all of the provisions of said Act, 

including all amendments thereto hereafter to become effective are incorporated herein by reference and made a part hereof. 
2. During the term of this Contract and any renewals thereof the Subject Property shall not be used by the Owner, or his successors in interest, for any 

purpose other than the production of agricultural commodities for commercial purposes or for other than those compatible uses which are listed in the Resolutions 
establishing the Farmland Security Zone within which the land is located.  The Board of Supervisors of the County may by Resolution from time to time during the 
term of this Contract, and any renewals hereof, add to the permissible uses of the Subject Property listed in the Resolution establishing the Preserve.  In addition, the 
Board of Supervisors may during the term of this Contract and any renewals thereof eliminate any of the compatible uses for the Subject Property as set forth in said 
Resolution without the prior written consent of the Owner, except that such change shall not interfere with a compatible use in effect on the date of the change. 

3. Nothing in this Contract shall limit or supersede the planning, zoning and other police powers of the County, and the right of the County to exercise such 
powers with regard to the Subject Property. 

4. There shall be no payment to the Owner by the County. 
5. The initial term of this Contract shall be for twenty (20) years, commencing on the 1st day of January 2022.  Benefits of this Contract shall begin at the 

start of the following fiscal year.  The 1st day of January of each year shall be the annual renewal date of this Contract. 



6. Subject to the provisions of Section 7 below, this Contract shall be automatically renewed on the annual renewal date each year for an additional period 
of one (1) year unless notice of non-renewal is given in the manner provided for a contract under the California Land Conservation Act of 1965 and with like effect as 
provided in said Act.  No notice of renewal is required to be given or recorded by either party to effectuate the automatic renewals provided for in this paragraph. 

7. This Farmland Security Zone Contract is made expressly conditional upon the State’s continued compliance with the provisions of the Open Space 
Subvention Act.  If in any year the State fails to make any of the subvention payments to the County required under the provision of the Open Space Subvention Act, then 
this Contract, at the option of, and in the sole and absolute discretion of the County, may be terminated by the County.  The State’s failure to make such payments may be 
due to non-appropriation of funds by the Legislature, failure to disburse appropriated funds, amendment or repeal of the applicable provisions of the Open Space 
Subvention Act, or by any other cause whatsoever.  The County may exercise its option to declare the Contract null and void by delivering notice to the Owner or his 
successors or assigns and by recording such notice in the Official Records of Kings County.  If the Subject Property, or any portion thereof, was subject to a Land 
Conservation Contract on or prior to December 18, 2002, which is superceded by a Farmland Security Zone Contract, then the Land Conservation Contract shall be 
automatically reinstated in full force and effect for the Subject Property, or portion thereof.  If the Subject Property, or any portion thereof, was not subject to a Land 
Conservation Contract on or prior to December 18, 2002, then this Farmland Security Zone Contract shall terminate with no continuing contractual rights of any kind; 
provided, however, that the Owner may apply for a new Land Conservation Contract or Farmland Security Zone Contract as otherwise may be provided by law. 

8. This Contract may be canceled subject to the same proceedings and with like penalties as set forth in the California Land Conservation Act of 1965 for 
the cancellation of contracts. 

9. Upon acquisition of title or taking of possession by a public agency in any action for the condemnation of fee title to any of the Subject Property, or of 
less than a fee interest which will prevent the land from being used for any authorized uses, or upon the acquisition of such title by a public agency in lieu of 
condemnation, this Contract shall automatically and immediately become null and void with regard to that portion of the Subject Property which is so condemned or 
acquired. 

10. Any notices required to be given to the County under this Contract shall be delivered to the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors of the County, and any 
notices to be given to the Owner shall be mailed to him/her at the address of subject property as it is shown on the latest adopted tax roll of Kings County. 

11. This Contract shall constitute a covenant running with the land and shall be binding upon and inure to the benefit of the heirs, executors, administrators, 
trustees, successors and assigns of the parties. 

12. Notwithstanding anything contained herein to the contrary, if at any time after the recordation of this Contract, California Revenue and Tax Code 
Section 423.4 is finally determined to be unconstitutional or otherwise unlawful by a court of competent jurisdiction, so that the Kings County Assessor is lawfully 
precluded from assessing the Subject Property according to the terms of this Contract under the provisions of said Section 423.4, then in such event all of the following 
shall apply: 

  
 a. The Subject Property shall be taxed in the same manner as it was taxed immediately prior to the date of this Contract under the 
applicable provisions of the Revenue and Taxation Code. 

 
 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have executed this Contract as of the date first above written. 
 
 
COUNTY OF KINGS      OWNERS 
         
         
By____________________________________   ___________________________________ 
 Chairman of the Board of Supervisors    
 

 
 
        ___________________________________ 
 
 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
COUNTY OF KINGS 
 
On the __________ day of __________, ________, before me, ________________, Clerk of the Board of Supervisors in and for said 
County personally appeared _____________________, Chairman of the Board of Supervisors of Kings County personally known to 
me (or proved to me on a satisfactory evidence) to be the person whose name is subscribed to the within instrument and acknowledged 
to me that he/she executed the same in his/her authorized capacity, and that by his/her signature on the instrument the person or the 
entity upon behalf of which the person acted, executed the instrument. 
 
       Clerk of said Board 
 
       _______________________________ Clerk 

 
Notary Public, please attach Certificate of Acknowledgment for owners signature. 

 



 ...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................   
 
BOARD ACTION : APPROVED AS RECOMMENDED: _________ OTHER: ________ 
 
 
 
 
 

I hereby certify that the above order was passed and adopted 

on ________________________, 2021. 

CATHERINE VENTURELLA, Clerk to the Board 

By                                                    , Deputy. 
 

 

 
SUBMITTED BY: 

 

 
Public Works Department –Dominic Tyburski/Mitchel Cabrera 

 
SUBJECT: FISCAL YEAR 2020-2021 SENATE BILL-1 FUNDED KINGS COUNTY 

ROADWAY IMPROVEMENT PROJECT 

SUMMARY: 
 

Overview: 
On May 4, 2021, your Board approved the project plans and specifications, and authorized advertisement 
of the Fiscal Year 2020-2021 Senate Bill-1 (SB-1) funded Kings County Roadway Improvement Project, 
which includes approximately 15.34 miles worth of roadway improvements throughout the County.  On 
June 8, 2021, six (6) bids were opened, all of which were considered responsive and responsible.  The 
low bid in the amount of $2,973,333 was submitted by Papich Construction Company, Inc. 

 

Recommendation: 
a. Award the construction contract to Papich Construction Company Inc., as the apparent 

low bidder for the  Fiscal Year 2020-2021 Senate Bill 1 funded Kings County Roadway 
Improvement Project; and 

b. Approve the construction agreement; and 
c. Authorize the Public Works Director to approve additional costs up to ten percent of the 

contract amount.  
 

Fiscal Impact: 
This project will not impact the General Fund.  SB-1 transportation funds needed for this project are 
included in the Adopted Fiscal Year 2020-2021, Budget Unit 311000, Account 82223135.  Barring 
change orders, the project is estimated at $2,973,333.  

 

BACKGROUND: 
SB-1 was a transportation investment to rebuild California by providing funding to repair streets, highways, and 
bridges in communities across the State.  Kings County has received a significant influx of new revenue to 
invest in the local road system from SB-1, which was enacted on April 28, 2017.  This measure was in response  

(Cont’d) 
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to California’s significant funding shortfall to maintain the State’s multimodal transportation network.  SB-
1 provides for inflationary adjustments so that the purchasing power of the revenue does not diminish as it has 
in the past.  The bill prioritizes funding towards maintenance, rehabilitation, and safety improvements on State 
highways, local streets and roads, and bridges to improve trade corridors, transit, and active transportation 
facilities.  Other eligible uses include traffic signals and drainage improvements. County roads will also be 
eligible to compete for additional funding for active transportation and congested corridor projects. 
 
The six (6) bids were as follows: 

 
1. Papich Construction Company      $2,973,333.00 
2. Granite Construction      $3,070,942.15 
3. Agee Construction      $3,150,262.45 
4. Cal Valley Construction      $3,179,982.65 
5. Avison Construction      $3,311,016.00 
6. Teichert Construction      $3,344,000.00 

 
The construction agreement has been reviewed and approved to form by County Counsel, and was approved by 
your Board as part of the project specifications on May 4, 2021. 
 
 



COUNTY OF KINGS 
CALIFORNIA 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 

CONSTRUCTION AGREEMENT 

FY20-21 SENATE BILL(SB) – 1 FUNDED KINGS COUNTY 

ROADWAY IMPROVEMENT PROJECT       

COUNTY BID #2021-54 

County Project No. 133927      

Award Date: June 29, 2021 
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OWNER:                 CONTRACTOR: 
COUNTY OF KINGS                                                           PAPICH CONSTRUCTION CO., INC. 
MR. CRAIG PEDERSEN            MR. JASON PAPICH 
CHAIRMAN-KINGS COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS           PRESIDENT 
1400 W. LACEY BLVD.                 398 SUNRISE TERRACE 
HANFORD, CA 93230                 ARROYO GRANDE, CA 93420  
 
If notice is given by personal delivery, notice is effective as of the date of personal delivery.  If notice is given by 
mail, notice is effective as of three days following the date of mailing or the date of delivery reflected on a return 
receipt, whichever occurs first. 
 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Owner has caused this Agreement to be executed by the Chairman of the Board 
of Supervisors and the Contractor has executed this Agreement on the day and year first above written. 
 
 _________________________________ OWNER: 
 
 _________________________________ By       
                             
 
 _________________________________ CONTRACTORS: 
 
 _________________________________ By                                   
 
   
                           
NOTE:  If the Contractor executing this contract is a corporation, a certified copy of the By-Laws, or of the 
Resolution of the Board of Directors, authorizing the officers of said corporation to execute the contract and the 
bonds required thereby must be annexed thereto. 



 ...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................   
 
BOARD ACTION : APPROVED AS RECOMMENDED:            OTHER: ________ 
 
 
 
 

I hereby certify that the above order was passed and adopted 

on ________________________, 2021. 

CATHERINE VENTURELLA, Clerk of the Board 

By                                                    , Deputy. 
 

 

 
 

SUBMITTED BY: Administration – Kyria Martinez/Domingo Cruz  
Public Works Department – Dominic Tyburski  
 

 
SUBJECT: SENATE BILL 81 ROUND TWO JUVENILE CENTER REMODEL PROJECT – 

MODULAR DESIGN SERVICES AGREEMENT 
 
SUMMARY:      

 
Overview:   
On May 25, 2021, your Board awarded the bid for the County’s Senate Bill 81 Round Two Juvenile 
Center Remodel Project (“the SB 81 Project”) to the apparent lowest bidder, Bowe Contractors, Inc.  In 
order to move the project forward, design of the modular buildings must be expedited in order to 
facilitate the State Fire Marshall life and safety review as required prior to approval. 
 
Recommendation:   
Approve a Modular Design Services Agreement with Bowe Contractors, Inc. for the County’s 
Senate Bill 81 Round Two Juvenile Center Remodel Project.  
 
Fiscal Impact:  
The total cost of the modular designed services is $165,000.  This amount is included in the 
Recommended Fiscal Year 2021-2022 Budget, Budget Unit 700003 (KC SB 81 Project), Account 94105 
(SB 81 Project).  The expenses for the modular design services is part of Bowe Contractors, Inc.’s bid, 
which will be credited from the total amount of $16,520,000.    
 

BACKGROUND:   
The SB 81 Project consists of remodel to and an expansion of the existing County’s Branch Jail facility, which 
will build a new Juvenile Center and Juvenile Day Reporting Center.  The remodel and new construction 
includes housing, classrooms, program space, office space, and a day reporting center.  The project includes 32- 

 
(Cont’d) 

 _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

  

COUNTY OF KINGS 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

GOVERNMENT CENTER HANFORD, CALIFORNIA 93230 (559) 852-2362 
Catherine Venturella, Clerk of the Board of Supervisors 

 

AGENDA ITEM 
June 29, 2021 



Agenda Item 
SENATE BILL 81 ROUND TWO JUVENILE CENTER REMODEL PROJECT – MODULAR 
DESIGN SERVICES AGREEMENT  
June 29, 2021 
Page 2 of 2 
 

 

beds, classroom space, medical and programming space, a booking and intake control room, outdoor recreation, 
warming kitchen, and yard areas.   
 
The project also includes, but is not limited to, electrical; plumbing; mechanical; heating, ventilation, and air 
conditioning; security; and fire protection systems, and all other necessary appurtenances.  This will enable the 
facility to be better equipped to provide services to the entire juvenile population.  The construction requires to 
be completed within 15 months, or approximately 456 calendar days.  Estimated start of construction is on July 
27, 2021, and the estimated completion date is October 20, 2022.  It is also anticipated that the occupancy date 
is January 18, 2023. 
 
The Agreement has been reviewed and approved by County Counsel as to form. 
  



 

Agreement No. _____ 
 

AGREEMENT BETWEEN BOWE CONTRACTORS, INC.  
AND THE COUNTY OF KINGS FOR  

THE PROVISION OF MODULAR BUILDING DESIGN SERVICES  
FOR THE SB 81 PROJECT 

 
 THIS AGREEMENT is made and entered into as of the ____ day of ________, 2021, by 
and between the County of Kings, a political subdivision of the State of California (hereinafter 
“County”) and Bowe Contractors, Inc. (hereinafter “Contractor”). 
 

R E C I T A L S 
 

WHEREAS, the County requires Contractor to prepare the designs for the modular 
buildings to be used in the County Juvenile Center Remodel Project under Senate Bill 81 (“SB 
81 Project”) for submission to the State Fire Marshall; and  
 
 WHEREAS, Contractor is ready, willing, able, and qualified to perform such services. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, the parties mutually agree as follows: 
 
1. SCOPE OF SERVICES 
 
 The County hereby engages Contractor to submit design, construction, and any other 
types of drawings necessary of the modular buildings (“Modular Design Plans”) for the SB 81 
Project to the State Fire Marshall for review and approval.  The Modular Design Plans shall 
include, but not be limited to, the structural design calculations and drawings, Mechanical, 
Electrical, and Plumbing drawings, and the Fire Alarm design.   
 

The parties anticipate the lead time for submission will be ten (10) weeks.    
 
2. RESPONSIBILITIES OF CONTRACTOR 
  
 Contractor shall, at all times utilizing its ability, experience and talent, faithfully, 
industriously and professionally perform the work set forth above and work with the State Fire 
Marshall and the County to obtain State Fire Marshall approval of the Modular Design Plans.   

 
3. COMPENSATION  
 

Contractor shall receive an amount not to exceed One Hundred Thousand Sixty-Five 
Dollars ($165,000.00) as compensation in full for the services rendered under this Agreement.  
Said amount shall be deducted from the overall compensation to be paid Contractor pursuant to 
its bid on the SB 81 Project of Sixteen Million Five Hundred Twenty Thousand Dollars 
($16,520,000.00).   
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Contractor shall not be entitled to nor receive additional compensation from the County 
for services rendered under this Agreement unless it is amended in writing by both parties.  Any 
additional compensation shall also be deducted from Contractor’s overall compensation for the 
SB 81 Project unless otherwise agreed.  
 
4. TERM   
 
 This Agreement shall remain in full force and effect until both parties have completed 
performance or the Agreement is otherwise terminated in accordance with its terms. 

 
5. RECORDS AND INSPECTIONS. 
 
 Contractor shall maintain full, complete, and accurate records with respect to all matters 
covered under this Agreement.  All such records shall be prepared in accordance with generally 
accepted accounting procedures, shall be clearly identified, and shall be kept readily accessible.  
The County shall have free access during normal work hours to such records and the right to 
examine, inspect, copy, or audit them, at no cost to the County.  Records shall be maintained for 
seven (7) years after the termination of this Agreement or any extension of this Agreement.   
 
6. AMENDMENTS 
 
 This Agreement may be modified only by a written amendment signed by the Contractor 
and the County’s Board of Supervisors (“Board”) or other representative as authorized by the 
Board.  Exercise of an option to extend this Agreement does not require or constitute an 
amendment thereof.  
 
7. TERMINATION 
 
 The right to terminate this Agreement may be exercised without prejudice to any other 
right or remedy to which the terminating party may be entitled at law or under this Agreement. 
 

A. Without Cause.  Either party may terminate this Agreement without cause by  
giving the other party thirty (30) calendar days’ written notice of its intention to terminate 
pursuant to this provision, specifying the date of termination.  If the termination is for non-
appropriation of funds, the County may terminate this Agreement effective immediately. 
 

B. With Cause.  This Agreement may be terminated by either party should the  
other party materially breach its duties or responsibilities hereunder.  Upon determining a 
material breach has occurred, the non-breaching party shall provide written notice to the 
breaching party of its intention to terminate the Agreement and inform the breaching party 
whether the breach is able to be cured.   
 

1) Breach Subject to Cure. Unless otherwise specifically noted in the Notice  
of Breach, all Notices of Breach shall be deemed subject to this provision.  If the non-breaching 
party deems the breach of a nature subject to cure, said party shall allow the breaching party a 
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period of at least ten (10) calendar days to cure the breach.  If the breach is not remedied within 
the period specified in the Notice of Breach, the non-breaching party may terminate the 
Agreement upon further written notice specifying the date of termination.   
 

a. In the event the nature of the breach requires more time than  
allowed in the Notice of Breach to cure, the breaching party may submit a written proposal to 
the non-breaching party within that period, in which said party sets forth a specific plan to 
remedy the breach and a date certain for completion.  If the non-breaching party agrees to the 
proposed plan in writing, the breaching party shall immediately commence curing the breach.  If 
the breaching party fails to cure the breach within the time agreed upon by the parties, the non-
breaching party may terminate the Agreement either immediately, on a date provided in the 
Notice of Breach, or provide the breaching party additional time to cure the breach.  
 

b. Alternatively, the County may elect to cure the breach and charge any  
and all expenses incurred as a result thereof to the Contractor.  
 

2) Breach Not Subject to Cure. If the non-breaching party deems the breach is of  
such a nature as it is not subject to or is incapable of being cured, it shall provide a Notice of 
Breach to the breaching party of its intent to terminate the Agreement for cause, in which it shall 
include a date upon which the Agreement terminates. 
 

C. Effects of Termination.  Termination of this Agreement shall not terminate  
Contractor’s obligations or liability to the County for damages sustained by the County because 
of the Contractor’s breach, nor the Contractor’s duty to indemnify, maintain and make available 
any records pertaining to this Agreement, cooperate with any audit, be subject to offset, or make 
any reports of pre-termination contract activities.   

 
D. Forbearance Not to be Construed as Waiver of Breach or Default.  In no event  

shall any act of forbearance by either party of previous acts by the other party that constitute a 
breach or default of the party’s obligations under this Agreement serve as a waiver of the parties’ 
right to assert that a breach or default of this Agreement has occurred, nor shall such act impair 
or prejudice any remedy available to the non-breaching party with respect to any breach or 
default. 
 
8. INSURANCE 
 

A. Requirement to Obtain, Maintain, and Deliver Proof of Insurance Prior to  
Execution of the Agreement or Commencement of Work. Without limiting the County’s right to 
obtain indemnification from the Contractor or any third parties, prior to the commencement of 
work or execution of this Agreement, Contractor shall purchase the following types of insurance 
for the minimum limits as indicated below and maintain said policies throughout the term of the 
Agreement. Contractor shall further provide an Endorsed Additional Insured page from its 
Insurance Carrier to the County’s Risk Manager guaranteeing such coverage to the County prior 
to the execution of this Agreement. Such proof shall be delivered as set forth under the Notice 
Section of this Agreement or as otherwise agreed between the parties. Failure to obtain, maintain, 
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or provide proof of insurance coverage as required will be considered a material breach of the 
Agreement and may result in the immediate suspension or termination of this Agreement for 
cause, in addition to any other remedies the County may have under the law.  
 

B. Endorsement of Policies. For each policy as outlined below, the County and  
its Board members, officials, officers, employees, and agents shall be endorsed as additional 
insured, using ISO form CG 20 26 or an alternate form that is at least as broad as form CG 20 
26, as to any liability arising from the performance of this Agreement.  

 
C. Waiver of Subrogation Rights against the County. To the extent possible,  

each insurance policy must include a waiver of the insurer’s subrogation rights against the 
County.  

 
D. Insurance Limits.  The required insurance policies must be obtained for the  

amounts set forth, below, unless otherwise approved by the County’s Risk Manager in writing 
prior to the execution of this Agreement.   
 

1. Commercial General Liability.  Two Million Dollars ($2,000,000) per  
occurrence and Five Million Dollars ($5,000,000) annual aggregate covering bodily injury, 
personal injury and property damage.   
 

2. Automobile Liability. Comprehensive Automobile Liability Insurance with  
limits for bodily injury of not less than Five Hundred Thousand Dollars ($500,000) per person, 
One Million Dollars ($1,000,000) per accident, and not less than One Hundred Thousand Dollars 
($100,000) for property damages, or such coverage with a combined single limit of One Million 
Dollars ($1,000,000).  Coverage should include owned and non-owned vehicles used in 
connection with this Agreement. 
 

3. Workers Compensation. Statutory coverage, if and as required according to  
the California Labor Code.  The policy shall be endorsed to waive the insurer’s subrogation 
rights against the County.  
 

4. Professional Liability. One Million Dollars ($1,000,000) limit per  
occurrence or claim and Three Million Dollars ($3,000,000) annual aggregate limit covering 
Contractor’s wrongful acts, errors, and omissions.   
 

E. Rating of Insurers. Insurance is to be placed with admitted insurers rated by  
A.M. Best Co. as A:VII or higher. Lower rated, or approved but not admitted insurers, may be 
accepted if prior approval is given by the County’s Risk Manager.  
 

F. Notice of Cancellation to the County and Payment of Premiums. Each of the  
above insurance policies shall be endorsed to provide the County with thirty (30) days’ prior 
written notice of cancellation. The County is not liable for the payment of premiums or 
assessments on the policy. No cancellation provisions in the insurance policy shall be construed 
in derogation of the continuing duty of the Contractor to furnish insurance during the term of 



 
 5 

this Agreement.  
 
9. INDEMNIFICATION 
 

A. Professional Services: When the law establishes a professional standard of care for  
Contractor’s services, to the fullest extent permitted by law, Contractor shall indemnify, defend, 
and hold harmless County and any and all of its Board members, officials, employees and agents 
from and against any and all losses, liabilities, damages, costs, and expenses, including legal 
counsel’s fees and costs but only to the extent Contractor is responsible for such damages, 
liabilities, and costs on a comparative basis of fault between Contractor and the County in the 
performance of professional services under this Agreement.  Contractor shall not be obligated to 
defend or indemnify the County for its own negligence or for the negligence of third parties. 
 

B. All Other Services: Other than in the performance of professional services, 
including agreements where professional services will be provided along with other types of 
services, and to the fullest extent permitted by law, Contractor shall indemnify, defend, and hold 
harmless the County, and any and all of its Board members, officials, employees, and agents 
from and against any liability (including liability for claims, suits, actions, arbitration 
proceedings, administrative proceedings, regulatory proceedings, losses, expenses or costs of 
any kind, whether actual, alleged or threatened, including legal counsel’s fees and costs, court 
costs, interest, defense costs, and expert witness fees), where the same arise out of, are a 
consequence of, or are in any way attributable to, in whole or in part, any act, omission, fault or 
negligence, whether active or passive, by Contractor or by any individual or entity for which 
Contractor is legally liable, including, but not limited to, officers, agents, employees, or 
subcontractors of Contractor. 
 

C. This indemnification specifically includes any claims that may be against the  
County by any taxing authority or third party asserting that an employer-employee relationship 
exists by reason of this Agreement.   
 

D. These indemnification obligations shall survive the termination of this Agreement  
as to any act, omission, fault or negligence occurring during this Agreement or any extension of 
this Agreement.  The County’s rights to indemnification are in addition to and shall not limit any 
other rights or remedies the County may have under law or this Agreement. 
 
10. INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR 
 
 Contractor is an independent contractor and not an agent, officer, or employee of the 
County.  The parties mutually understand and agree this Agreement is by and between two 
independent contractors and is not intended to, and shall not be construed to create, the 
relationship of agent, servant, employee, partnership, joint venture, or association.   

 
11. COMPLIANCE WITH LAW 
 
 Contractor shall comply with all federal, state, and local laws and regulations applicable 
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to its performance including, but limited to, Government Code section 8350 et seq. regarding a 
drug free workplace, all health and safety standards set forth by the State of California and 
County, and the California Public Records Act, Government Code section 6250 et seq.    
 
12. CONFIDENTIALITY 
 
 Contractor shall not use the County’s confidential information for any purpose other than 
carrying out Contractor's obligations under this Agreement. Contractor shall prevent 
unauthorized disclosure of any County confidential information.  Contractor shall promptly 
transmit to the County all requests for disclosure of the County’s confidential information. 

 
13. CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
 
 Contractor warrants that its employees or their immediate families or Board of Directors 
or officers have no financial interest, including, but not limited to, other projects or independent 
contracts, and shall not acquire any financial interest, direct or indirect, which conflicts with the 
rendering of services under this Agreement.  Contractor shall employ or retain no such person 
while rendering services under this Agreement.  Services rendered by Contractor’s associates or 
employees shall not relieve Contractor from personal responsibility under this clause.  Contractor 
has an affirmative duty to disclose to County in writing the name(s) of any person(s) who have 
an actual, potential or apparent conflict of interest. 
 
14. NONDISCRIMINATION 
 
 In rendering services under this Agreement, Contractor shall comply with all applicable 
federal, state, and local laws, rules, and regulations and shall not discriminate based on age, 
ancestry, color, gender, marital status, medical condition, national origin, physical or mental 
disability, race, religion, gender identity, gender expression, sexual orientation, or any other 
protected basis. 
 
 Further, Contractor shall not discriminate against its employees, which includes, but is 
not limited to, employment upgrading, demotion or transfer, recruitment or recruitment 
advertising, layoff or termination, rates of pay or other forms of compensation and selection for 
training, including apprenticeship. 
 
15. SUBCONTRACTORS  
 

Contractor shall include the following provisions in any and all agreements between 
Contractor and any subcontractor:  Section 5 Records and Inspections, Section 8 Insurance, 
Section 9 Indemnification, Section 11 Compliance with Law, Section 12 Confidentiality, Section 
13 Conflict of Interest, and Section 14 Nondiscrimination.  
 
16. ASSIGNMENT 
 

Contractor shall not assign this Agreement without the prior written consent of the County 
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subject to any required state or federal approval.  Assignment by Contractor of any monies due 
shall not constitute an assignment of the Agreement. 
 
17. UNFORESEEN CIRCUMSTANCES 
 
 Neither party shall be responsible for any delay caused by natural disaster, epidemic, war, 
civil disturbance, labor dispute or other cause beyond a party’s reasonable control, provided 
written notice is provided to the other party of the cause of the delay within ten (10) days of the 
start of the delay.  Thereafter, the parties shall meet and confer as to whether to amend, suspend, 
or terminate this Agreement. 
 
18. OWNERSHIP OF DOCUMENTS 
 
 The County shall be the owner of and shall be entitled to possession of any computations, 
plans, correspondence or other pertinent data and information gathered by or computed by 
Contractor prior to termination of this Agreement by the County or upon completion of the work 
pursuant to this Agreement.  The County’s reuse of any such materials on any project other than 
the project for which they were originally intended shall be at the County’s sole risk.  No material 
prepared in connection with the project shall be subject to copyright in the United States or in 
any other county. 
 
19. NOTICE 
 
 Any notice necessary to the performance of this Agreement shall be given in writing by 
personal delivery, fax, overnight carrier, e-mail with read receipt acknowledgment, or by prepaid 
first-class mail addressed as follows: 
 
 COUNTY:                 CONTRACTOR: 
     COUNTY OF KINGS      BOWE CONTRACTORS, INC. 
     1400 W. LACEY BLVD.      42424 4TH STREET E 
     HANFORD, CA 93230     LANCASTER, CA 93535 
     ATTN: KYRIA MARTINEZ 
     KYRIA.MARTINEZ@CO.KINGS.CA.US 
 
 If notice is given by: a) personal delivery, it is effective as of the date of personal delivery; 
b) fax, it is effective as of the date of the fax; c) overnight carrier, it is effective as of the date of 
delivery; d) e-mail, it is effective as of the date it was sent, with read receipt acknowledgment; 
e) mail, it is effective as of five (5) days following the date of mailing or the date of delivery 
reflected upon a return receipt, whichever occurs first. 
 
20. CHOICE OF LAW 
 
 The parties have executed and delivered this Agreement in the County of Kings, State of 
California.  The parties agree that the laws of the State of California shall govern the validity, 
enforceability, or interpretation of this Agreement.  The parties further agree this Agreement was 
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entered into and will be performed in Kings County, thereby rendering Kings County as the 
appropriate venue for any action or proceeding in law or equity that may be brought in 
connection with this Agreement.  Contractor hereby waives any rights it may possess under 
Section 394 of the Code of Civil Procedure to transfer to a neutral county or other venue any 
action arising out of this Agreement.  
 
21. SEVERABILITY 
 
 If any of the provisions of this Agreement is found to be unenforceable, the remainder 
shall be enforced as fully as possible and the unenforceable provision shall be deemed modified 
to the limited extent required to permit enforcement of the Agreement as a whole. 
 
22. SURVIVAL 
 
 The following sections shall survive the termination of this Agreement:  Section 5 
Records and Inspections, Section 8 Insurance, Section 9 Indemnification, and Section 12 
Confidentiality. 
 
23. NO THIRD PARTY BENEFICIARIES.   

 
 Unless otherwise specifically stated within this Agreement, the County and Contractor 
are the only parties to this Agreement and are the only parties entitled to enforce its terms.  
Nothing in this Agreement gives, is intended to give, or shall be construed to give or provide, 
any right or benefit, whether directly or indirectly or otherwise, to a third party. 
 
24.  ENTIRE AGREEMENT; COUNTERPARTS; CONTRIBUTIONS OF BOTH PARTIES; IMAGED 

AGREEMENT 
 
 This Agreement, including its Recitals and Exhibits, which are fully incorporated into 
and are integral parts of this Agreement, constitutes the entire agreement between the parties and 
there are no inducements, promises, terms, conditions, or obligations made or entered into by 
the County or Contractor other than those contained herein.  
 

This Agreement may be executed simultaneously and in several counterparts, each of 
which shall be deemed an original, but which together shall constitute one and the same 
instrument.   
 
 The parties agree that each party had an opportunity to review this Agreement, consult 
with legal counsel, and negotiate terms, and it is expressly agreed and understood the rule stated 
in Civil Code section 1654, that ambiguities in a contract should be construed against the drafter, 
shall have no application to the construction of the Agreement. 
 
 An original, executed, Agreement may be imaged and electronically stored.  Such imaged 
Agreement may be used in the same manner and for the same purposes as the original.  Neither 
party may object to the admissibility of the imaged Agreement on the basis that it was not 
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originated or maintained in documentary form. 
 
26.  AUTHORITY  
 
 Each signatory to this Agreement represents it is authorized to enter into this Agreement 
and bind the party to which its signature represents.   
 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have executed this Agreement the day and year 
first written above. 
 
 
 
COUNTY OF KINGS          BOWE CONTRACTORS, INC.     
 
 
By: ______________________________       By: ________________________________ 
      Craig Pedersen, Chairman                 
      Kings County Board of Supervisors 
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Catherine Venturella, Clerk to the Board 
 
 
 
 
Approved and Endorsements Received:  APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
       Lee Burdick, County Counsel 
 
 
_______________________________            By:_________________________________ 
Sande Huddleston, Risk Manager                         Carrie R. Woolley, Assistant County Counsel                          
 
 
 
 



 ...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................   
 
BOARD ACTION : APPROVED AS RECOMMENDED: _________ OTHER: ________ 
 
 
 
 
 

I hereby certify that the above order was passed and adopted 

on ________________________, 2021. 

CATHERINE VENTURELLA, Clerk to the Board 

By                                                    , Deputy. 
 

 
 

SUBMITTED BY: Administration -Kyria Martinez 
County Counsel – Lee Burdick/Diane Freeman 

 
SUBJECT: REDISTRICTING OUTREACH PLAN 
 
SUMMARY: 
 

Overview:  
Every 10 years, following the completion of the U.S. Census, each California County is obligated to 
undertake a review of whether the current population counts in the County require a change to district 
boundaries to ensure equitable representation among County residents. On June 8, 2021 the county 
entered into an agreement with Tripepi Smith for redistricting outreach services. The County’s Public 
Information Officer in connection with County Counsel and its redistricting public outreach consultant 
has prepared a redistricting public outreach plan. 

 
Recommendations: 
Receive information regarding the County’s redistricting public outreach plan and direct staff as 
necessary.  
 
Fiscal Impact: 
The County’s redistricting public outreach plan as presented is funded by existing contracts and will 
have no impact on future budgeted amounts.  The fiscal impact of additional outreach efforts the Board 
may direct is subject to further evaluation. 

 
BACKGROUND: 
The California Voting Rights Act, as amended by Assembly bills 849 and 1276, provides the legal requirements 
for the County’s 2021 redistricting public outreach.  They include: 
 

• Outreach to media organizations, including those that serve minority communities;  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

  

COUNTY OF KINGS 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

GOVERNMENT CENTER HANFORD, CALIFORNIA 93230  (559) 852-2362 
Catherine Venturella, Clerk of the Board of Supervisors 

 
 

AGENDA ITEM 
June 29, 2021 

 



Agenda Item 
REDISTRICTING OUTREACH PLAN  
June 29, 2021 
Page 2 of 3 
 

 

• Outreach to good government, civil rights, civic engagement, and community groups or organizations that 
are active in the County, including those active in language- minority communities, and those that have 
requested to be notified concerning county redistricting;  

• Live translation of a public hearing (or workshop) if requested 72 hours in advance;  
• Online publication of all public hearings (or workshops) at least five (5) days in advance;  
• Online publication of a draft map least seven (7) days before being adopted as a final map;   
• Receipt of maps or testimony from the public (both in writing and electronically); 
• Making available recordings or written summaries of each public hearing (or workshop); and 
• Establishing, and maintaining for at least 10 years after the adoption of new Supervisorial district 

boundaries, an Internet web page dedicated to redistricting. 
 
In compliance with these requirements, the County through its consultant Tripepi Smith will engage in the 
following activities to ensure residents are educated about the redistricting process and understand how they 
can be involved with providing feedback and participating in the four legally required public hearings. 
 
Create and Maintain a Redistricting Website: 
A redistricting website (redistrictkings.com) will serve as the central hub for all resources and educational 
materials related to the redistricting process. The website will include all information required by the 
Secretary of State about redistricting and provide a preview of the process in the County. Updates will be 
made to the website as needed as the process progresses, including access to mapping tools, draft maps and 
public hearing information. The site will also include a translation feature so that webpage content can be 
translated into various languages. 
 
Issue Press Releases/News Article for Website: 
Three bilingual press releases will be utilized to (1) announce the kickoff of the redistricting process and 
unveil the public hearing dates, (2) encourage the community’s use of the mapping resources and tools, and 
(3) inform the County of the adoption of the new district lines. Each release will be sent to a list of media 
contacts and interested community members via email, as well as posted to the dedicated website. 
 
Social Media Support: 
Dedicated “Redistricting Kings” Facebook, Instagram and Twitter accounts will be established and utilized 
to further connect with the County’s online audience. Social media posts will be published to each of these 
platforms on a regular basis (one bilingual post per week) throughout the redistricting process. Additionally, 
two boosted posts (paid advertising) on Facebook/Instagram will be used to help spread the word about 
public hearings and solicit public commentary. 
 
Public Hearings: 
Four public hearings are required as part of the redistricting process, which will be appropriately noticed 
based on legal requirements. Public hearings are currently tentatively scheduled for July 20, August 31 and 
December 7, 2021 during the regular Board of Supervisors meetings at 10 a.m. A public hearing will also be 
held the evening of November 3, 2021 at 6:30p.m. As with any public hearing, members of the community 
will be able and encouraged to participate. Each of these meetings will be promoted online, as well as with a 
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flyer which will be posted online and distributed to local community groups/members via email. Flyers will 
also be printed and displayed on County facility counters. 
 
Outreach to Community Groups: 
Contacts that were collected during the last Census outreach process will be emailed/called to notify 
community members about the redistricting process and point them to the website where resources can be 
accessed. They will also have the option to be included in press release and flyer distribution.  
 
Level of interest in redistricting will be gauged throughout the process and, pending feedback, staff will 
work together with its demographer and outreach consultant to determine what additional outreach steps, if 
any, may be needed. 
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REDISTRICTING PUBLIC OUTREACH PLAN OVERVIEW 
Redistricting can be a complex matter and requires close collaboration between special legal counsel, a 
demographer and an outreach firm. Engagement with the Kings County community is an essential part of this 
process, and so the following strategies and tactics will be utilized to ensure residents are educated about the 
redistricting process and understand how they can be involved with providing feedback and participating in 
the four legally required public hearings. 
 
Redistricting Website 
A redistricting website (redistrictkings.com) will serve as the central hub for all resources and educational 
materials related to the redistricting process. The website will include all information required by the 
Secretary of State about redistricting and provide a preview of the process in the County. Updates would be 
made to the website as needed as the process progresses, including access to mapping tools, draft maps and 
public hearing information. The site will also include a translation feature so that webpage content can be 
translated into various languages. 
 
Press Release/News Article for Website 
Three bilingual press releases will be utilized to (1) announce the kickoff of the redistricting process and unveil 
the public hearing dates, (2) encourage the community’s use of the mapping resources and tools, and (3) 
inform the County of the adoption of the new district lines. Each release will be sent to a list of media 
contacts and interested community members via email, as well as posted to the dedicated website. 
 
Social Media Support 
Dedicated “Redistricting Kings” Facebook, Instagram and Twitter accounts will be established and utilized to 
further connect with the County’s online audience. Social media posts will be published to each of these 
platforms on a regular basis (one bilingual post per week) throughout the redistricting process. Additionally, 
two boosted posts (paid advertising) on Facebook/Instagram will be used to help spread the word about 
public hearings and solicit public commentary. 
 
Public Hearings 
Four public hearings are required as part of the redistricting process, which will be appropriately noticed 
based on legal requirements. Public hearings are currently tentatively scheduled for July 20, August 31 and 
December 7, 2021 during the regular Board of Supervisors meetings. A public hearing will also be held the 
evening of November 2, 2021. As with any public hearing, members of the community will be able and 
encouraged to participate. Each of these meetings will be promoted online, as well as with a flyer which will 
be posted online and distributed to local community groups/members via email. Flyers will also be printed 
and displayed on County facility counters.  
 
Community Groups 
Contacts that were collected during the last Census outreach process will be emailed/called to notify 
community members about the redistricting process and point them to the website where resources can be 
accessed. They will also have the option to be included in press release and flyer distribution.  
 
Level of interest in redistricting will be gauged throughout the process and, pending feedback, staff will work 
together with its demographer and outreach consultant to determine what additional outreach steps, if any, 
may be needed. 



 ...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................   
 
BOARD ACTION: APPROVED AS RECOMMENDED: _________ OTHER: ________ 
 
 
 

i hereby certify that the above order was passed and adopted 

on ________________________, 2021. 

CATHERINE VENTURELLA, Clerk to the Board 

By                                                    , Deputy. 
 

 
 

SUBMITTED BY: Administration – Kyria Martinez/Matthew Boyett 
 
SUBJECT: AGREEMENT WITH THE SANTA ROSA RANCHERIA FOR DEVELOPMENT 

AGREEMENT FOR THE TACHI-YOKUT FIRE STATION 
 

SUMMARY: 
 
 Overview: 

On November 13, 2020 the County entered into an intergovernmental agreement with the Santa Rosa 
Rancheria Tachi-Yokut Tribe (Tribe) in which both parties agreed the tribe would construct a new fire 
station and training facility, in accordance with standards acceptable to the County, to relocate the Kings 
County Fire Department Station 7 onto its Reservation within two miles of the Tachi Palace Casino 
Resort. The fire station would be named the, Kings County Fire Department Tachi-Yokut Station (TFS). 
The Parties also agreed that the Tribe would administer and otherwise manage the development and 
construction of the TFS for up to $21.2 million. The County and the Tribe desire to create an efficient 
mechanism by which the Tribe can administer and manage the development and construction of the TFS 
in accordance with the standards acceptable to the County and as such are requesting a development 
agreement between the County and the Tachi Palace Casino Resort for the establishment of the TFS 
Development Board.  
 

 Recommendation: 
a.  Approve the Development Agreement between Kings County and the Santa Rosa Rancheria 

Tachi-Yokut Tribe for the development of the Tachi-Yokut Fire Station; and 
b.  Appoint the County Fire Chief and the County Public Works Director as members of the 

Tachi-Yokut Fire Station Development Board. 
 
 Fiscal Impact: 
 The Tribe has also agreed to build a new fire station on Tribal land, which the Tribe will make available 

for County operations and which will off-set costs associated with operations of the County’s current Fire 
 

(Cont’d) 
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Station 7.  The total project cost of the Tachi-Yokut Fire Station will not exceed $21.2 million.  
BACKGROUND: 
The TFS Development Board would comprise of two (2) members appointed by the County and two (2) 
members appointed by Tribe. The County and the Tribe shall each designate its representatives in writing within 
10 days of the date of this Agreement. In the event a Party elects to change its designated representative(s), it 
may do so by giving notice. The Development Board shall have the exclusive power to instruct and direct the 
Tribe and its Affiliates to act regarding the development of the Project. The Development Board shall not be 
authorized to waive the sovereign immunity of the County or the Tribe under any circumstances. All decisions 
of the Development Board shall be made by approval of a majority of members of the Development Board at 
duly-held meetings where a quorum is present. 
 
County Administration is recommending appointing the County Fire Chief and the County Public Works 
Director as the two members from the County as members, with help and coordination from Administration 
staff. The County has recently released a Capital Project Manger Request for Proposals and anticipates awarding 
the contract on July 13, 2021. The Capital Project Manager is to participate as a part of the development team 
for the Tachi-Yokut Fire Station.  

 
Beginning with the date of this Agreement, the Development Board shall meet at least once each month until 
Project completion. No later than 30 days before the end of the then-current fiscal quarter, the Development 
Board shall distribute meeting schedules for the next quarter to each Board member. 
 
Within sixty days after the date of this Agreement, the Development Board shall establish a Development 
budget for the Project, including all Project Costs. The Development Board may revise, update, and modify the 
Development budget as necessary during the course of the Project.  
 
The Agreement will become effective once both parties sign the agreement. County Counsel has approved the 
agreement as to form. 
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DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT 
 
 This DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT (“Agreement”), is made and entered into as 
of this ____ day of ______________, 2021, by and between Kings County, a political 
subdivision of the State of California (“County”) and the Tachi Palace Casino Resort 
(“Tribe”), an unincorporated wholly owned economic arm of the Santa Rosa Indian 
Community of the Santa Rosa Rancheria, a federally recognized Indian tribe. The 
County and Tribe hereinafter may each be referred to as a “Party” and collectively as 
the “Parties.” 
 

RECITALS 

 A.   The Parties signed an Intergovernmental Agreement (“IGA”) on 
November 13, 2020, in which they agreed: 

The Tribe shall construct a new fire station and training facility, and shall 

grant easements for ingress and egress, in accordance with standards 

acceptable to the County to relocate Kings County Fire Department 

Station 7 onto its Reservation within two miles of The Palace, which fire 

station shall have the ability to meet the "Minimum First Response 

Requirements" as set forth below. The fire station shall be named the 

"Kings County Fire Department Tachi-Yokut Station" ("TFS"). 

IGA Article V(C); 

 B.   The Parties also agreed that the Tribe would administer and otherwise 

manage the development and construction of the TFS for up to $21.2 million. IGA 

Article V(C)(5); and 

C.   The Parties desire to create an efficient mechanism by which the Tribe 

can administer and manage the development and construction of the TFS in 

accordance with the standards acceptable to the County. 

 

AGREEMENT 

 NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual promises and covenants, 
and for other good and valuable consideration as set forth herein, the receipt and 
sufficiency of which are expressly acknowledged, the County and Tribe agree as 
follows: 

DEFINITIONS. As used in this Agreement, the terms listed below shall have the 
following meanings: 

“Affiliate” shall mean any person, corporation, partnership, limited liability 
company, joint venture, trust, department, subdivision, or agency controlled by, under 
common control with, or which controls directly or indirectly a Party and who performs or 
provides any good or service or who acts an agent of a Party in any manner relating to 
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the Project or the TFS. For purposes of this definition, “control” means the ability, 
directly or indirectly, to affect the management and policies of a person or entity.  

 “Agreement” means this Development Agreement, as the same may be 
amended or modified from time to time. 

“Architect” means the design professional selected to prepare Plans and 
Specifications for the TFS in accordance with Article 3. 

“County” means Kings County, California. 

“County Representatives” shall have the meaning ascribed to it in Section 1.1. 

“Compact” means the Tribal-State Compact between the State of California and 
the Tribe executed on April 27, 2021. 

“Completion” means the completion of the TFS or, as applicable, portions 
thereof, in substantial accordance with the Plans and Specifications and Legal 
Requirements, as evidenced by a certificate of completion from the Architect and other 
certifications from construction professionals and inspectors as the Legal Requirements 
and Tribe may require in accordance with this Agreement.  

“Construction Budget” means a budget including all costs to the owner of the 
Project of all elements of the Project as designed or specified by the Architect including 
the cost at current market rates of labor and materials and equipment designed, 
specified, or specifically provided by the Architect, the costs of management or 
supervision of construction or installation provided by a separate construction manager 
or contractor, plus a reasonable allowance for each construction manager’s or 
contractor’s overhead and profit.  

“Construction Contract” means a written agreement or agreements between the 
Tribe or its designee and the General Contractor, as approved by the Development 
Board, which requires the General Contractor to provide all materials and labor 
necessary to achieve Completion of the TFS in accordance with the Plans and 
Specifications. 

“Costs of Development” means the aggregate costs incurred by the Tribe and its 
Affiliates in their performance of this Agreement, including, without limitation, the 
Developer’s fee, financing costs, legal fees, consulting and lobbying fees, public 
relations fees and costs, environmental and other engineering fees, costs of studies, 
reasonable and necessary travel expenses incurred by Tribe personnel in performing 
this Agreement, costs of labor and materials for all off-site improvements relating 
directly to the Project and all on-site improvements, labor, materials, all FF&E, builder's 
risk insurance, surveys, permits, interest on debt, payment and performance bonds, 
architectural and engineering plans and services, legal, accounting and other 
professional services, but excluding Initial Costs of Operation. 
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“County Representatives” means the persons selected by the County to serve as 
its representatives on the Development Board.  

“Design Agreement” means a written agreement or agreements between the 
Tribe and the Architect, as approved by the Development Board. which requires the 
Architect to create Plans and Specifications for the Project. 

 “Developer” shall have the meaning ascribed to it in Article 2.  

“Development Board” means the board exercising control over the Project in 
accordance with Article I of this Agreement.  

“Effective Date” means the date the latter of the Parties executes this Agreement.  

“FF&E” means all furniture, furnishings and equipment used for the operation of 
the TFS. 

“General Contractor” means the person or entity selected by the Development 
Board to construct a TFS. 

“Initial Operations Costs” means all costs, except for Costs of Development, 
incurred by the Tribe and its Affiliates, prior to the opening of a TFS, including, without 
limitation, advance payments or deposits to providers of goods and services, equipment 
and supplies except for FF&E, and all costs associated with opening events and any 
special events held prior to the public opening of the TFS.  

“Legal Requirements” means any and all present and future judicial, 
administrative, and federal, state, local or tribal rulings or decisions, and any and all 
present and future federal, state, local and tribal laws, ordinances, rules, regulations, 
permits, licenses and certificates, applicable to the Tribe, County, the Santa Rosa 
Rancheria, and/or the TFS. 

“Plans and Specifications” means the architectural plans, drawings, and 
specifications for a TFS. 

“Project” means the development of the TFS. 

“Project Costs” means all Costs of Development and Initial Operations Costs.  

“Qualified Accountant” means an independent, reputable, accounting firm 
selected by the Development Board to review and prepare reports regarding Project 
finances in accordance with this Agreement. 

 “State” means the State of California. 

“TFS” means the Kings County Fire Department Tachi-Yokut Fire Station and 
training facility on the Tribe’s Reservation. 
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 “Tribe” means the Tachi Palace Casino Resort (“Tribe”), an unincorporated 
wholly owned economic arm of the Santa Rosa Indian Community of the Santa Rosa 
Rancheria, a federally recognized Indian tribe. 

“Tribe Representatives” means the persons selected by the Tribe to serve as its 
representatives on the Development Board. 

 

Article 1: Project Oversight; Development Board 

1.1 Establishment of the Development Board. The Parties agree to establish a 
Development Board comprised of (a) two (2) members appointed by the County ( 
“County Representatives”), and (b) two (2) members appointed by Tribe (the “Tribe 
Representatives”). The County and the Tribe shall each designate its representatives in 
writing within 10 days of the date of this Agreement. In the event a Party elects to 
change its designated representative(s), it may do so by giving notice as set forth in 
Article 7 below. 

1.2 Powers of Development Board; Decision-Making.  

(a) Except as expressly stated otherwise in this Agreement, the Development 
Board shall have the exclusive power to instruct and direct the Tribe and its Affiliates to 
act regarding the development of the Project. The Development Board shall not be 
authorized to waive the sovereign immunity of the County or the Tribe under any 
circumstances. All decisions of the Development Board shall be made by approval of a 
majority of members of the Development Board at duly-held meetings where a quorum 
is present.  

(b)  In the event a majority of members of a quorum of the Development Board 
fails to reach a decision regarding a certain matter at a duly-held meeting, any member 
of the Development Board may submit the matter for resolution by an approved 
mediator within 48 hours after the meeting. The member requesting mediation shall 
provide a written description of the disputed matter, with all relevant factual background 
to the mediator and shall promptly provide copies to all other Development Board 
members. Mediation shall occur within 30 days after the matter is submitted for 
mediation.  

1.3 Development Board Meetings.  

(a)  Beginning with the date of this Agreement, the Development Board shall 
meet at least once each month until Project completion. No later than 30 days before 
the end of the then-current fiscal quarter, the Development Board shall distribute 
meeting schedules for the next quarter to each Board member. 

(b)  Once the regular meeting schedule is set by the Development Board, no 
additional notice need be given of scheduled regular meetings.   
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(c)  Special meetings of the Development Board may be held whenever, 
however, and wherever called for by at least two (2) members; provided, however, all 
members must receive at least 24 hours’ advance, written notice of the time and place 
or manner of attending such special meeting.  

(d)  Any member may waive notice of any meeting and any adjournment 
thereof at any time before, during, or after it is held.  Except as provided in the next 
sentence below, the waiver must be in writing, signed by the member entitled to the 
notice, and filed with the Development Board.  The attendance of a member at or 
participation of a member in a meeting shall constitute a waiver of notice of such 
meeting, unless the member at the beginning of the meeting (or promptly upon his/her 
arrival) objects to the meeting and does not thereafter vote for or assent to action taken 
at the meeting. 

(e)  Meetings may be held in person, by teleconference, by Internet video 
conference, or any other means of communication by which all members participating 
may simultaneously hear and communicate with each other during the meeting.  

(f)  Two (2) Tribe Representatives and one (1) County Representative shall 
constitute a quorum for the transaction of business at any meeting of the Development 
Board.    

(g)  Members of the Development Board shall be allowed to vote by written 
proxy, provided that a copy of such proxy is provided to the other members of the 
Development Board prior to such meeting. A member voting by proxy at a meeting shall 
deemed to be present at such meeting. 

1.4 Action Without Meeting. Any action required or permitted to be taken by the 
Development Board at a meeting may be taken without a meeting if the action is taken 
by unanimous written consent of the members as evidenced by one (1) or more written 
consents describing the action taken, signed by each member.  Action taken by consent 
is effective when the last member signs the consent, unless the consent specifies a 
different effective date.  A signed consent by a member of the Development Board has 
the effect of a meeting vote and may be described as such in any document. 

1.5 Development Budget.  

(a)  Within sixty (60) days after the date of this Agreement, the Development 
Board shall establish a Development budget for the Project, including all Project Costs. 
The Development Board may revise, update, and modify the Development budget as 
necessary during the course of the Project.  

(b)  The Development Board shall retain a Qualified Accountant to keep 
accurate and comprehensive records of all expenditures incurred on the Project. The 
Parties shall, at all times, have equal and full access to the detailed records of the 
Qualified Accountant. 
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(c)  On or before the twenty-fifth (25th) day of each month, all Parties and 
Affiliates of Parties who have incurred Project Costs shall submit a list of such liabilities 
or expenditures along with supporting documentation for the preceding month to the 
Development Board.  Within ten (10) days following receipt of a report, the Development 
Board shall provide written notice of any disputed liabilities or expenditures.  All 
liabilities and expenses not disputed within such ten- (10-) day period shall 
automatically be deemed approved. 

(d) Each month, the Development Board shall provide the Qualified Accountant 
with a list of all approved expenses and supporting documentation. The Qualified 
Accountant shall prepare a detailed monthly financial statement and shall timely provide 
a copy of such statement to all members of the Development Board.  

Article 2: Development Consultant 

The Tribe, on behalf and with the approval of, the Development Board, shall select a 
development consultant (“Developer”) with knowledge and experience in the 
construction industry to assist the Tribe with financing, developing, and constructing the 
TFS.  

Article 3: Construction 

3.1 Pre-Development. 

 (a)  The Tribe, on behalf and with the approval of, the Development Board 
shall select such engineers, consultants, and other professionals to complete any 
environmental, geotechnical, hydrological, utilities, and/or traffic studies relating to the 
Project. 

 (b)  The County shall assist the Tribe in obtaining all County permits and 
approvals that are necessary for the Project.   

 (c)  In the event of a termination of this Agreement by the County, or if the 
Tribe terminates this Agreement pursuant to Section 6.2 of the Agreement: (i) all 
studies, reports, analysis, and other work product commissioned and all related contract 
and other rights (the “Pre-Development Work Product”) shall be owned and retained by 
Tribe; (ii) the County shall have no right to retain or use the Pre-Development Work 
Product and shall take any action necessary to assign and transfer the Pre-
Development Work Product to Tribe; and (iii) the County shall have the right to 
purchase any or all Pre-Development Work Product from Tribe for the actual cost of 
such Pre-Development Work Product.  

3.2 Selection of Architect; Plans and Specifications. 

 (a)  As soon as reasonably practicable after the execution of this Agreement 
and from time to time as necessary for the development of additional facilities, the 
Development Board shall select an Architect for the Project from a list of one or more 
candidates presented by Tribe. If the Development Board fails to select an architect 
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from the initial list of candidates, Tribe shall continue to present additional candidates 
until the Architect is selected by the Development Board.   

(b)  After the Architect is selected, the Tribe or its Affiliate shall timely enter a 
Design Agreement which: (i) requires the Architect to provide all necessary Plans and 
Specifications for the Project; (ii) requires the Architect to create or substantially assist 
in the creation of the Construction Budget; and (iii) grants the Tribe, in cooperation with 
the Development Board, the exclusive right and responsibility to supervise, direct, and 
control the Architect’s work under the Design Agreement. 

3.3 Construction. 

(a)  As soon as reasonably practicable after the approval of the Design 
Agreement, the Development Board shall select a General Contractor from a list of one 
or more candidates presented by the Tribe. If the Development Board fails to select a 
general contractor from the initial list of candidates, Tribe shall continue to present 
additional candidates until the General Contractor is selected by the Development 
Board. In selecting the General Contractor, the Development Board shall consider 
candidates’ experience with projects of similar type, size and quality, past performance, 
suitability for bonding, financial stability, association with the Tribe or County, and use of 
union trades. 

(b)  After the General Contractor is selected, the Tribe shall timely enter into a 
Construction Contract which: (i) requires the Contractor to provide all materials and 
labor necessary to achieve Completion of the TFS in accordance with the Plans and 
Specifications for a guaranteed maximum price; (ii) requires the Contractor to 
commence construction as soon as reasonably practicable; (iii) requires the Contractor 
to achieve Completion within a commercially reasonable period of time; (iv) grants the 
Tribe the right to assign the Construction Contract to Tribe’s designee without the 
consent of the General Contractor; (v) requires the General Contractor to provide a 
warranty for its work for a period of no less than the maximum period subsequent to 
Completion customarily covered by the liability and errors and omissions insurance 
policy a General Contractor would usually obtain in the State and in no event less than 
one year from Completion; (vi) requires the General Contractor to maintain with an 
insurance company licensed by the State with an AM Best rating of A7 or better a 
comprehensive general liability policy and other insurance policies in the amounts and 
under terms and conditions generally carried by general contractors performing work on 
projects of similar cost, size, and risk; (vii) requires the General Contractor to name the 
Tribe and the County as additional insureds on the foregoing policies; (viii) grants the 
Tribe, in cooperation with the Development Board, the exclusive right and responsibility 
to supervise, direct, and control the General Contractor’s work under the Construction 
Contract; and (ix) grants the Tribe, in cooperation with the Development Board, the 
right, as a Cost of Construction, to inspect the TFS and all records, documents, and 
instruments related to the construction of the TFS prior to the disbursement of each 
payment requested by the General Contractor. 
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(c)  As may be required from time to time, the Tribe shall select, for final 
approval by the Development Board, any additional material suppliers, contractors, 
consultants, owner’s representatives, inspectors, design professionals, and other 
providers of goods or services reasonably necessary to achieve timely Completion of 
the Project and which are not provided for under the Construction Contract. Whenever 
feasible, Tribe shall use reasonable business efforts to acquire goods and services from 
local vendors and suppliers.  

(d) Construction change orders shall require the prior written consent of the 
Development Board.  

(e) During the construction of the TFS, the Tribe and the General Contractor 
(to the extent permitted by the Construction Contract and by applicable law) shall give 
preference in recruiting, hiring, contracting and employment to, first, qualified members 
of the Tribe, and, second, to other qualified Native Americans. 

(f)  Final acceptance of construction of the TFS shall not occur until (i) 
evidence of Completion has been received and approved by the Development Board, 
(ii) a fully executed indemnity or release from liens is received from the General 
Contractor and all subcontractors, (iii) the General Contractor provides any other 
documentation reasonably requested by the Development Board, and (iv) all required 
approvals have been received from the relevant governmental authorities. 

(g) No later than ninety (90) days prior to Completion, Tribe, with the 
assistance of the Architect, shall submit to the Development Board, for its review and 
approval, the specifications for all FF&E. Promptly upon the Development Board’s 
approval, the Tribe shall select and procure vendors for FF&E in conformity with such 
specifications. The Tribe shall use reasonable business efforts to acquire such FF&E 
from local vendors, when feasible.  

Article 4: Project Funding 

4.1 Project Loan. The Tribe, on behalf and with the approval of, the Development 
Board, shall procure a lender to advance funds up to $21.2 million as and when 
necessary to pay the Costs of Development on a monthly basis upon terms and 
conditions acceptable to the Tribe.  

4.2 Payment of Costs of Development. The Tribe shall pay all Costs of Development 
and Initial Operations Costs with the loan. 

Article 5: Term and Termination 

5.1 Term of Agreement. This Agreement shall become effective upon the Effective 

Date.  Unless terminated earlier as provided in Article 6, this Agreement shall expire 

upon Completion of the Project. 

5.2 Termination for Cause.  Either Party may terminate this Agreement if the other 

Party or its Affiliate commits a material breach and fails to cure such breach within thirty 
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(30) calendar days after receipt of written notice of the breach from the non-breaching 

Party.  Termination is not an exclusive remedy for claims of a material breach, and the 

Parties shall be entitled to other rights and remedies as may be available pursuant to 

the terms hereof or under applicable law.   

5.3 Termination by Mutual Consent. This Agreement may be terminated at any time 

upon the mutual written consent of the Parties  

5.4 Involuntary Termination Due to Changes in Legal Requirements. In the event 

(a) a final determination is rendered by a court of competent jurisdiction that this 

Agreement is void or unlawful, or (b) a change in the Legal Requirements which renders 

this Agreement unlawful, the County and Tribe shall use their good-faith, best efforts to 

amend this Agreement in a mutually satisfactory manner to make this Agreement legally 

effective and lawful while minimizing material changes to the rights, duties and 

obligations of the Parties. In the event the Parties cannot agree on such an amendment 

following exhaustion of the Parties’ good-faith, best efforts, performance of this 

Agreement shall be automatically suspended effective upon the date that this 

Agreement has been held unlawful or the effective date of the relevant change in Legal 

Requirements, and either Party may terminate this Agreement with written notice to the 

other Party. 

5.5 Renewal Option.  The Parties may renew or extend this Agreement for any 

period of time by mutual written agreement. 

Article 6: Dispute Resolution 

6.1 Disputes Between the County and Tribe.  In recognition of the government-to-

government relationship of the Tribe and the County, the Parties will make their best 

efforts to resolve disputes that occur under this Agreement by good faith negotiations 

whenever possible. Therefore, without prejudice to the right of either Party to seek 

injunctive or other relief, the Parties hereby establish a threshold requirement that 

disputes between the Tribe and the County first be subjected to a process of meeting 

and conferring in good faith to foster a spirit of cooperation and efficiency in the 

administration and monitoring of performance and compliance with the terms, provisions 

and conditions of this Agreement, as follows:  

(a)  Either Party will give the other Party, as soon as possible after the event 

giving rise to the concern, written notice setting forth, with specificity, the issues to be 

resolved.   

(b)  The Parties will meet and confer in a good-faith attempt to resolve the 

dispute through negotiation not later than ten (10) business days after receipt of the 

notice, unless both Parties agree in writing to an extension of time.   

(c)  If the dispute is not resolved to the satisfaction of the Parties within thirty 

(30) calendar days after the first meeting, then either Party may seek to have the 

dispute resolved by a mediator in accordance with this section, but neither Party is 
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required to submit to mediation. The mediator will be selected by agreement of both 

Parties.  

  (d)  Disagreements that are not otherwise resolved by mediation or mutually 

acceptable means as provided in this Article may be resolved in U.S. District Court for 

the Eastern District of California. The disputes submitted to court action include, but are 

not limited to, claims of breach or violation of this Agreement. In no event may the Tribe 

be precluded from pursuing any arbitration or judicial remedy against the County on the 

grounds that the Tribe has failed to exhaust administrative remedies. The Parties agree 

that, except in the case of an imminent threat to the public health or safety, reasonable 

efforts will be made to explore alternative dispute resolution prior to resorting to, or 

during, a judicial process.   

6.2. No Waiver or Preclusion of Other Means of Dispute Resolution. This Article may 

not be construed to preclude, limit, or restrict the ability of the Parties to pursue, by 

mutual agreement, any other method of dispute resolution, including, but not limited to, 

non-binding arbitration, provided that neither Party is under any obligation to agree to 

such alternative method of dispute resolution.    

Article 7: Notices 

7.1 All notices required by this Agreement will be deemed to have been given when 

made in writing and delivered or mailed by certified mail, return-receipt requested to the 

respective representatives of the County and Tribe at their respective addresses as 

follows:  

For the Tribe:    For the County: 
 
Tribal Chairman    Kyria Martinez 
Leo Sisco     Assistant County Administrative Officer 
      1400 W. Lacey Boulevard 
      Hanford, CA 93230 
      Kyria.Martinez@co.Kings.ca.us 
 
With a Copy to:    With a Copy to: 
 
Rosette, LLP     Lee Burdick 
Att: Robert Rosette     County Counsel       
565 W. Chandler Blvd, Suite 212  1400 W. Lacy Blvd, Law Bldg. No. 4 
Chandler, AZ 85225    Hanford, CA 93230 
      Lee.Burdick@co.Kings.ca.us 
 

7.2 In lieu of written notice to the above addresses, either Party may provide notices 

through the use of e-mail provided confirmation of delivery is obtained at the time of 

transmission of the notices.  
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7.3 Either Party may change the name, address or e-mail address to which such 

communications are to be given by providing the other Party with written notice of such 

change at least fifteen (15) calendar days prior to the effective date of the change. 7.4

 All notices will be effective upon receipt and will be deemed received through 

delivery if personally served or served using e-mail, or on the fifth (5th) day following 

deposit in the mail if sent by first-class, certified mail.  

Article 8: Legal Provisions  

8.1 No Third-Party Beneficiaries.  This Agreement is not intended to, and shall not be 

construed to, confer a benefit on any third party or create any right, or power for a third 

party to bring an action to enforce any of its terms.   

8.2 Amendments.  This Agreement may be amended only by a written instrument 

duly signed and executed by the County and the Tribe.  

8.3 Waiver.  The failure of either Party or its officers, agents or employees to take 

action with respect to any right conferred by, or any breach of any obligation or 

responsibility in this Agreement, will not be deemed to be a waiver of such right, 

obligation or responsibility, or subsequent breach of same, or of any terms, covenants 

or conditions of this Agreement, unless such waiver is expressly set forth in writing in a 

document signed and executed by the appropriate authority of the County or the Tribe.  

8.4 Authorized Representatives.  The persons executing this Agreement on behalf of 

the Parties affirmatively represent that each has the requisite legal authority to enter into 

this Agreement on behalf of their respective Party and to bind their respective Party to 

the terms and conditions of this Agreement. The persons executing this Agreement 

understand that both Parties are relying on these representations in entering into this 

Agreement.  

8.5 Successors in Interest.  The terms of this Agreement will be binding on all 

successors in interest of each Party.  

8.6 Severability.  The provisions of this Agreement are severable, and the 

adjudicated invalidity of any provision or portion of this Agreement shall not in and of 

itself affect the validity of any other provision or portion of this Agreement, and the 

remaining provisions of the Agreement shall remain in full force and effect. If a court of 

competent jurisdiction determines that a provision of this Agreement is invalid or 

unenforceable, then the Parties agree to promptly use good-faith efforts to amend this 

Agreement to reflect the Parties’ original intent in accordance with applicable law. If the 

Parties are unable to reach agreement, they will resolve the dispute in accordance with 

the Article 6 Dispute Resolution provisions of this Agreement.  
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8.7 Construction of Agreement.  This Agreement shall be construed and enforced in 

accordance with the laws of the United States, the Tribe and the State of California 

where applicable.    

8.8 Force Majeure.  In the event of a forced delay in performance by either the Tribe 

or the County due to causes beyond the reasonable control of that Party, including but 

not limited to fire, floods, drought, catastrophic weather events or other natural 

disasters, epidemics, embargoes, war, acts of war (regardless of whether war is 

declared), insurrections, riots, civil commotion, strikes, lockouts or other labor 

disturbances, acts of God, acts or inaction by the other Party or its employees or 

agents, unusual delay in transportation, or the unavailability of materials, the time for 

performance shall be extended for the period of the forced delay.  

8.9 Entire Agreement.  

  (a)  This Agreement constitutes the entire agreement between the County and 

the Tribe related to the Development of the Project and supersedes all prior Project-

related negotiations, representations, or other agreements, whether written or oral.  

  (b)  In the event of a dispute between the Parties as to the language of this 

Agreement or the construction or meaning of any term hereof, this Agreement will be 

deemed to have been drafted by both Parties in equal parts so that no presumptions or 

inferences concerning its terms or interpretation may be construed against any Party to 

this Agreement.  

  

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties have executed this Agreement as of the day and 

year above set forth.  

 

TRIBE:       COUNTY: 
 
SANTA ROSA RANCHERIA TACHI-YOKUT  KINGS COUNTY  

a federally recognized Indian Tribe   a political subdivision of the State 

        of California 

By:        By: 

 

 

___________________________        

Leo Sisco, Chairman                            Craig Pedersen, Chairperson 

        Board of Supervisors 

 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
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___________________________        

Rob Rosette, Counsel for                            Lee Burdick, County Counsel 

Santa Rosa Rancheria Tachi-Yokut Tribe 

 

 

 



 ...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................   
 
BOARD ACTION : APPROVED AS RECOMMENDED:           OTHER: ________ 
 
 
 

I hereby certify that the above order was passed and adopted 

on ___________________________, 2021. 

CATHERINE VENTURELLA, Clerk of the Board 

By                                                    , Deputy. 
 

   
 

SUBMITTED BY: Administration – Kyria Martinez 
  
SUBJECT: APPOINTMENT OF INTERIM COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER 
 
SUMMARY: 
 

Overview: 
The County Administrative Officer (CAO) position was vacated on June 16, 2021.  It is requested to 
appoint Larry Spikes to the position of Interim CAO effective June 29, 2021. 

  
Recommendation: 
Confirm an appointment of Larry Spikes to the position of Interim County Administrative 
Officer, effective June 29, 2021 and set the compensation.  

 
Fiscal Impact: 
The position is recommended to be paid at an hourly rate of $99.27, and work no more than 900 hours 
annually as an Extra-Help Employee.  
 

BACKGROUND: 
The CAO position was vacated on June 16, 2021.  It is requested to appoint Larry Spikes to the position of 
Interim CAO effective June 29, 2021. Mr. Spikes worked for Kings County from 1981 until his retirement in 
2017. In that time, Mr. Spikes held the position of CAO from 1993 to 2017, a run of 24 years which at the time 
he was one of the longest serving CAOs in the State. Before becoming the CAO, he held the position of Deputy 
CAO from 1986 to 1993. In addition to his time serving Kings County, Mr. Spikes was also heavily involved in 
many committees and groups throughout the State. He served on Supreme Court Justice Tani Cantil-Sakauye’s 
Court Facilities Advisory Committee, was the California State Association of Counties’ (CSAC) representative 
on the California Law Enforcement Telecommunication Advisory Committee, and also served as President of 
the County Administrative Officer’s Association of California. Additionally, he was a Board Member for the 
CSAC Finance Corporation and CAO on the County Medical Services Program Governing Board. With more 
than 35 years of experience in Kings County and throughout the state, 24 of which serving as the CAO for 
Kings County, it is recommended to confirm the appointment of Larry Spikes to the position of Interim County 
Administrative Officer.  

 _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

  

COUNTY OF KINGS 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

GOVERNMENT CENTER HANFORD, CALIFORNIA 93230 (559) 852-2362 
Catherine Venturella, Clerk of the Board of Supervisors 

 
 

AGENDA ITEM 
June 29, 2021 



 ...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................   
 
BOARD ACTION : APPROVED AS RECOMMENDED: _________ OTHER: ________ 
 
 
 
 
 

I hereby certify that the above order was passed and adopted 

on  ________________________, 2021. 

CATHERINE VENTURELLA, Clerk of the Board 

By                                                    , Deputy. 
 

 
SUBMITTED BY: Administration – Kyria Martinez/ Matthew Boyett 
 
SUBJECT:  RESPONSE TO GRAND JURY REPORT ENTITLED “KINGS COUNTY 

RESPONSE TO HOMELESSNESS”  
SUMMARY:  
 

Overview: 
Pursuant to Section 933 of the California Penal Code, the Board and Kings County Homelessness 
Collaborative (KCHC) are required to respond to the findings and recommendations. The Response from 
the KCHC was been prepared for Board review as well as consideration for the Board to use as its 
response.  
 
Recommendation: 

a. Review and approve the Kings County Homelessness Collaborative response to the Grand 
Jury report titled Kings County Response to Homelessness; and 

b. Approve the Kings County Homeless Collaborative Response as the Board response to the 
Grand Jury or direct staff to prepare a separate response to Grand Jury from the Board.     

 
Fiscal Impact: 
There is no fiscal impact.  
 

BACKGROUND: 
In June of 2019, the Board created the KCHC workgroup in an attempt to address the growing homeless 
situation in Kings County.  The 2020-2021 Grand Jury investigated how different community organizations and 
government agencies responded to the challenges of providing services and resources to the homeless 
population in Kings County. The Grand Jury also evaluated the efforts and effectiveness of a newly formed 
body to address the issues of homelessness, KCHC.   
 
 

(Cont’d) 
 

  _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

  

COUNTY OF KINGS 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

GOVERNMENT CENTER HANFORD, CALIFORNIA 93230 (559) 852-2362 
Catherine Venturella, Clerk of the Board of Supervisors 

 
 

AGENDA ITEM 
June 29, 2021 



Agenda Item 
RESPONSE TO GRAND JURTY REPORT ENTITLED “KINGS COUNTY RESPONSE TO 
HOMELESSNESS”  
June 29, 2021 
Page 2 of 2  
 

 

KCHC and the Board was provided with the Grand Jury Kings County Response to Homelessness Report on 
May 12, 2021.  The KCHC response to Grand Jury’s Report addressing homelessness in Kings County was 
reviewed and approved by the KCHC on June 21, 2021.  The KCHC is responding in accordance with 
California Penal Code Sections 933 and 933.5.       
        
Attached is KCHC’s proposed response to the Grand Jury Report and the Grand Jury Report of Kings County’s 
Homelessness.  



SUM:MARY 

KINGS COUNTY'S RESPONSE TO HOMELESSNESS 
April 29, 2021 

The growing crisis of homelessness has the most significant impact on the individuals 
experiencing it, but homelessness also has a broad effect on the entire community. The 2020- · 
2021 Grand Jury investigated how different community organizations and government agencies 
responded to the challenges of providing services and resources to the homeless population in 
Kings County. The Grand Jury also evaluated the efforts and effectiveness of a newly formed 
body to address the issues of homelessness, Kings County Homelessness Collaborative. 

The Grand Jury discovered as the homeless have become more visible, the community could no 
longer ignore them. Some of the local non-profits and faith-based organizations were first to 
provide basic shelter, meals, and services. The local government agencies began to increase their 
services and developed outreach programs to help those in need. As more funding was available 
from the State and federal governments, programs were able to expand to serve more people. 
The leadership of the County agencies and their community partners realized that their efforts 
needed to be more coordinated to prevent redundancy and to incre.ase communication which 
would promote sharing of ideas to better serve the homeless community. 

Perception of the homeless as all mentally ill substance abusers who do not want to be helped, 
needs to change. A single major life event can lead to homelessness. It is essential that the 
community, as a whole, buy into this problem to reach any resolution of the homelessness 
problem. 

BACKGROUND 

Homelessness is not a new phenomenon to the United States. The terms used to describe 
homeless individuals have changed over the years due to the circumstances of the times, the 
public's perception of those individuals, and the demographics of that population. 

Definitions: 

To better understand, it is important to define several of the terms specific to homelessness and 
the efforts to manage this complex and dynamic problem. 

• Homeless 
An individual or family who have a nighttime residence that is a public or private place 
not designed for or ordinarily used as a regular sleeping accommodation for humans, 
including a car, park, abandoned building, bus/train station, or campground. It also 
includes individuals or families living in emergency shelters, transitional housing, or safe 
havens. 
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• Chronic Homeless 
People living in a place not meant for human habitation, a safe haven, or emergency 
shelter. They have lived in these situations for at least 12 months continuously, or at least 
on four separate occasions in the last three years, where the combined occasions total is at 
least 12 months. 

• Housing First 
An approach that offers permanent affordable housing as quickly as possible for 
individuals and families experiencing homelessness. This population then becomes more 
accessible to receiving supportive services and connection to community-based supports. 

• Types of Housing 
• Emergency Shelter (ES): a facility with the primary purpose of providing 

temporary shelter for homeless people. 
• Transitional Housing (TH): a program that provides temporary housing and 

supportive services for up to 24 months with the intent for the person to move 
toward permanent housing. 

• Rapid Rehousing (RRH): a program that provides financial assistance, housing 
subsidies, and supportive services to help those experiencing homelessness to be 
quickly rehoused and stabilized. This is considered permanent housing. 

• Permanent Supportive Housing (PSH): a program designed to provide housing 
and supportive services on a long-term basis to formerly homeless people who 
have a disabling condition. 

• Continuum of Care (COC) 
A system to reduce the incidence of homelessness in communities/regions by helping 
individuals and families reach self-sufficiency and permanent housing. Awards funding 
from Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) and other sources. 
Kings/Tulare Homeless Alliance (KTHA) is the COC administrator for this region. 

• Point-in-Time Count (PIT) 
A HUD-mandated annual count of sheltered and unsheltered people experiencing 
homelessness on a single night in January. This count is important data used for HUD 
funding. 

• Homeless Management Information System (HMIS) 
A local information technology system that maintains a centralized database for tracking 
services and impact related to individuals experiencing homelessness. HMIS allows the 
community to monitor the performance of programs. Kings United Way operates this 
system in Kings County. 

• Kings/Tulare Homeless Alliance (KTHA) 
A broad-based coalition of homeless housing and service providers, advocates, 
government representatives, and consumers which shapes regional planning and decision­
making. They provide funding resources to Kings County as well as operate the 
Coordinated Entry System. 

2 



• Coordinated Entry System 
Kings and Tulare counties share this system operated by KTHA. This system coordinates 
local services and evaluates the individual's homeless status, housing needs, 
vulnerability, and response to emergency services. The priority of the system placement 
is to single adults and families experiencing chronic homelessness or those with high 
service needs. The system has multiple access points: Kings 2-1-1, outreach teams, 
housing navigators, partner agencies, and homeless service providers. 

• Kings 2-1-1 
Kings 2-1-1 is an informational phone line, online and text-to-chat function used to find 
local public resources and services such as health care, mental health, substance abuse, 
housing, food and utilities. 

Historical Perspectives: 

In the late 1800s, the word "tramp" was used to describe itinerant men (mostly white), who 
traveled from place to place alternating between hard work and wandering. After the Civil War, 
the meaning of tramp changed to describe lazy and incorrigible men. The 1920s and 1930s 
brought the economic hardships of the Great Depression, and so the term "hobo " evolved to 
mean migrant laborers answering the "call of the road" as they traveled on trains searching for 
work. Post-World War II saw the rise of "skid rows" which were mostly populated by older 
males over 50 who abused alcohol and drugs. 

The development of psychotropic drugs and the civil liberties movement of the 1970s led to the 
transfer of mental health care away from institutions to local community-based services. This 
process, along with the decrease in funding for services, resulted in a large influx of mentally ill 
people onto the streets of local counties. The demographics of the homeless was no longer 
primarily white males, but now included people younger than 40, minorities, and females. In the 
1990s, more families began to join the homeless population due to the lack of affordable 
housing. The homeless were now being characterized into three groups: transient, episodic, and 
chronic. 

Over the past century, federal, state, and local governments have created legislation, agencies, 
and funding resources to help mitigate the complex problems associated with homelessness. 
illtimately, the burden of specific management and delivery of services for the homeless falls on 
local counties and cities. These agencies are dependent on their ability to fund those services 
from state and federal governments, as well as grants from other outside entities. 

Current Circumstances: 

According to the HUD annual PIT count, California has a disproportionately large homeless 
population and leads the nation with more than 151,000 homeless as of January 2019. This 
represents about 27% of the total homeless population in the nation, while California's overall 
population is only 12% of the nation. Although the numbers are significantly different, looking at 
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the most recent 2020 PIT count in Kings County, administered by the Kings/Tulare Homeless 
Alliance, the results are similar to the State's trends as described in the 2020-2021 California 
State Budget Report, The Governor's Homelessness Plan. 

2020 KINGS COUNTY HOMELESS POINT-IN-TIME COUNT 
Total: 305 Homeless - 22% increase since 2019 PIT count 

111 Chronic homeless 
269 Slept unsheltered 

30 Slept in emergency shelters 
95 Homeless with disabling conditions 

Mental 35% 
Physical 30% 
Substance abuse 24% 
Developmental 18% 

6 Slept in transitional housing 
18 Unaccompanied youth 

140 Women 
165 Men 
225 White 
102 Hispanic 
122 Non-Hispanic 

As homelessness continues to grow in Kings County, as reflected by the PIT counts, so does the 
demand for resources and services. 

METHODOLOGY 

The 2020-2021 Grand Jury: 

• Conducted internet research of several websites to gain a better understanding of the 
issues and challenges associated with homelessness, including: 

• California Grand Jurors' Association 
• County of Kings 
• Kings County Department of Public Health 
• Kings Community Action Organization 
• Kings County Homelessness Collaborative 
• Kings/Tulare Homeless Alliance 

• Reviewed several publications related to State and local programs' efforts toward 
supporting the homeless: 

• 2013 Grand Jury Report on Homelessness-Kings County 
• 2019 Kings County Homelessness Gaps Analysis 
• 2019 Grand Jury Report on Homelessness-Sacramento County 
• 2020 Grand Jury Report on Homelessness-Santa Cruz County 
• 2020 Grand Jury Report on Homelessness-Fresno County 
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• 2020 Point in Time Count 
• 2020 Kings County Human Services Agency Presentations on Project Roomkey 

and Project Homekey 
• 2020-2021 California State Budget-The Governor 's Homelessness Plan 

• Attended local meetings and reviewed minutes of the following organizations: 
• Kings County Board of Supervisors 
• Kings County Homelessness Collaborative 
• Kings County Behavioral Health Services 

• Interviewed multiple directors or representatives of different Kings County agencies and 
non-profit organizations who provide services to the homeless, with most being members 
of the Kings County Homelessness Collaborative: 

• Human Services Agency 
• Behavioral Health Services 
• Department of Public Health 
• Housing Authority 
• County Office of Education 
• Hanford Police Department 
• Board of Supervisors 
• Kings Community Action Organization 
• Kings Gospel Mission 

DISCUSSION 

There are various opinions and perceptions within Kings County concerning homelessness 
issues. The characterization of the homeless falls along an extensive spectrum from lazy people, 
alcohol and drug abusers, mentally ill individuals, and those who do not want to conform to 
societal norms, to those of lost people in personal or family crisis, victims of abuse, or often 
those with life changing disabilities who are seeking help. Homelessness is growing because of 
numerous factors and will continue to be an issue in our society. It is important to influence and 
motivate our local leaders to better educate the public so as to understand that homelessness is a 
community-wide problem. 

After exposure to many articles and media programs highlighting the crises of homelessness in 
our state and county, the Grand Jury has directed this investigation into the overall response 
Kings County has made toward homelessness issues. In addition, the Grand Jury examined the 
newly formed Kings County Homelessness Collaborative' s efforts and effectiveness regarding 
this growing problem. 

Looking into the past, a previous report was written by the 2012-2013 Kings County Grand Jury 
titled Homelessness in Kings County. They interviewed officials of County government and the 
cities of Hanford, Lemoore, Corcoran, and A venal, as well as an official from a local charitable 
organization. That Grand Jury also reviewed seven articles, attended a conference, and viewed a 
video concerning homelessness. There were about 200 homeless people in the County, mostly 
males who lived unsheltered, predominantly in Hanford, because of the availability of local 
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charitable organizations that provided services and meals. Law enforcement agencies were not 
experiencing a great deal of trouble from the homeless because they policed themselves. That 
Grand Jury concluded that the homeless do not appear to be a problem. 

Since that report was published, the homeless became more visible to the public, especially with 
the establishment of larger populated encampments and more individuals on the streets of 
Hanford. There were more problems with damaged property, sanitation, and waste removal 
which imposed upon the city of Hanford, local businesses, and individual landowners a 
significant cost to repair and clean up. The majority of homeless people continue to reside in 
Hanford because of the availability of services and resources. The Hanford Police Department 
experienced an increase in complaints including trespassing, public intoxication, theft, 
abandoned building "takeovers" resulting in fires, and an accumulation of trash and human waste 
associated with the homeless population. This led to 12 to 15 arrests from 15 0 response calls per 
month. The added burden of policing these issues caused an increased use of available resources, 
manpower, and officer time working with complicated situations involving individuals needing 
direction to essential services. 

Causes of Homelessness 

The causes of homelessness are difficult to determine in individual cases, but the PIT Count 
homeless survey identified the top six events that lead to homelessness: loss of job 26%; eviction 
18%; increased rent 10%; drug and alcohol abuse 13%; family domestic violence 10%; and 
divorce/separation/break-up 9%. Additional factors are California's excessively high cost of 
housing and rent as well as limited inventory of affordable low-income housing. 

Kings County's Response 

There are several non-profit and faith-based organizations that stepped up to provide a large 
portion of immediate housing (ES, PSH, TH), food, essential personal services (bathrooms, 
showers, laundry, haircuts, basic health care), and referrals to other resources. A few of these 
organizations are Kings Community Action Organization, Kings Gospel Mission, Champions 
Recovery, Salvation Army, and Hanford Episcopal Church. They have been the primary source 
of immediate intervention to the homeless in our County. There are several County agencies or 
departments that have been providing services to the homeless including, but not limited to, the 
Human Services Agency, Behavioral Health Services, Public Health, Kings View, Adventist 
Health, County Office of Education, and Housing Authority. Many of the non-profit, faith-based 
organizations and outreach programs refer homeless individuals to these agencies and 
departments to obtain specific resources and needed care. 

Outreach 

The Hanford Police Department often is the first system contact the homeless person 
experiences. With this in mind, the Hanford Police Department decided to create a Homeless 
Assistance Resource Team (HART) in July 2015 comprised of two police officers dedicated to 
addressing the police response to homelessness. They changed their approach to dealing with the 
homeless to one of equal focus on outreach and enforcement. Enforcements (75%) are citations 
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without detention with 25% resulting in arrests and in custody. Almost all those detained are 
cited and released from jail immediately. Usually the first contact involves outreach by providing 
resources, a warning and advised to leave the area due to complaints. The second or third contact 
usually results in an enforcement action. This approach has allowed the homeless population to 
develop more trust in the police; as a r~sult of more compliance from the homeless, the number 
of complaints has decreased. 

In 2018, officers assigned to HART researched and developed a proposal to establish an 
accessible Homeless Resource Center in downtown Hanford. This one-stop-shop navigation 
center would provide a central location for the homeless to access resources and services from 
key providers such as Behavioral Health Services, medical care, community partners, 
shelter/housing opportunities, etc. They would also be able to take care of essential needs like 
personal hygiene, laundry, and have WiFi connections to contact loved ones. This center would 
also have the advantage of data collection of the true scale of homeless persons and their needs 
in Kings County. This center was not proposed to be a shelter where homeless people would 
sleep. The proposal was presented to the Hanford City Council with the support of The Wellness 
Bridge, a coalition of local agencies who want to improve the situation of the homeless. The City 
Council was supportive of this project until a group of business owners and other citizens 
brought their concerns about the center. Ultimately, this project was defeated. 

Besides the outreach efforts of HART, many community partners and other engaged entities such 
as Kings View, Human Services Agency, Adventist Health, Department of Public Health, 
Kings/Tulare Homeless Alliance Housing Navigation, and Adult Protective Services also deploy 
staff who provide outreach to unsheltered homeless individuals. 

Kings County Homelessness Collaborative 

As the number of homeless and complexity of providing resources and services continue to 
expand, some of the key stakeholders working with the homeless proposed the development of a 
collaborative consisting of representatives of all key agencies, departments, and non-profit 
organizations providing services to the homeless. The intent was to increase communication, 
better utilize available resources, prevent redundancies of service, and provide better case 
management. With the support of the Kings County Board of Supervisors, the Kings County 
Homelessness Collaborative (KCHC) was established in July 2019 and its by-laws were 
approved September 10, 2019. 

As stated in the by-laws, the purpose of the Collaborative is to advise and assist the County 
efforts to address homelessness issues affecting the community, and report to the Kings County 
Board of Supervisors on a periodic basis. 

The list of Collaborative responsibilities as stated in the by-laws are as follows: 
1. Assist the county in assessing the community's homeless population and services, 

including strengths and gaps in the current system (including rural and/or underserved 
areas) and help to develop strategies (short-term and long-term) to meet unmet needs. 

2. Recommend policies that improve quality of life for homeless persons. 
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3. Make recommendations on strategies, goals, and funding resources to address 
homelessness within the county. 

4. Encourage support for the development and implementation of effective homeless 
programs and services. 

5. Align efforts and identify/prevent the creation of redundant services. 
6. Develop recommendations for participating agencies relevant to existing and proposed 

legislation on homelessness. 
7. Assist in the production of written reports for presentation to the Board of Supervisors. 

Present an annual report to the Board of Supervisors. 
8. With the concurrence of the Board of Supervisors, advocate for increased action to 

improve the situation of homeless persons. 
9. Such other duties as assigned by the Board of Supervisors. 

The current composition of the Collaborative membership is: 
• Cities of Lemoore, A venal and Corcoran Representative 
• Director of Human Services Agency 
• Housing Authority of Kings County Representative 
• Director of Kings County Department of Public Health 
• Director of Kings County Behavioral Health Services 
• Kings County Board of Supervisors Representative 
• City of Hanford Representative 
• Kings County Sheriff's Office Representative 
• Kings/Tulare Homeless Alliance Representative 
• Kings County Area Public Transit Agency Representative 
• Kings County Office of Education Representative 
• Adventist Health Representative 
• Kings Community Action Organization Representative 
• Community Partner 
• Lived Experience Representative 

Immediately after the Collaborative was approved and became active, it commissioned the Kings 
County 2019 Homelessness Gaps Analysis. An independent contracted company, Homebase, 
performed an extensive study on the current strengths and areas of improvement related to the 
County's response to homelessness issues. This analysis provided a review and evaluation of the 
homeless situation in Kings County and the ongoing efforts toward resolving homelessness 
issues. It provided a list of seven action recommendations for County leadership in collaboration 
with partners to improve the status of homelessness in Kings County: 

1. Create a community engagement strategy to develop public and political buy-in to 
address homelessness. 

2. Deepen structure for coordination of the homelessness response across Kings County. 
3. Create more Permanent Supportive Housing and Rapid Rehousing to address high rates 

of single adults experiencing homelessness. 
4. Establish a low-barrier shelter or navigation center. 
5. Establish a coordinated landlord engagement strategy to use existing permanent housing 

resources more quickly and prevent homelessness for those at risk. 
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6. Coordinate and standardize homeless outreach. 
7. Develop a comprehensive strategy. 

The Gaps Analysis was completed in March 2020 and presented to the Board of Supervisors in 
May 2020. It provided the collaborative with some specific, objective goals so plans could be 
developed. With the onset of the pandemic in March, priorities needed to be changed to meet the 
public health issues associated with the homeless. 

The County Human Services Agency became the lead to obtain emergency shelter for COVID-
19-positive, exposed, and highly vulnerable individuals and Project Roomkey was 
operationalized. The CARES Act provided funding to obtain needed rooms. The Stardust Hotel 
and the Holiday Lodge were contracted to provide rooms. These services are currently 
continuing to be utilized. The Public Health Department and Behavioral Health Services were 
able to follow and provide services more readily with this housing opportunity. 

Even with all the restrictions as a result of the pandemic, the efforts to improve the overall 
conditions for the homeless continued. The Human Services Agency spearheaded an effort to 
fulfill one of the Gaps Analysis recommendations to create more PSH and RRH to address high 
rates of single adults experiencing homelessness. This plan is consistent with the "Housing First" 
approach to homelessness that offers permanent affordable housing as quickly as possible for 
individuals and families experiencing homelessness and then provides supportive services and 
connection to community. 

The Human Services Agency (HSA) collaborated with Kings Community Action Organization 
(KCAO) and Kings Gospel Mission on developing two new housing opportunities under the 
specifications of the State' s Project Homekey Program. The objective is to create interim or 
permanent housing for individuals experiencing or at risk of homelessness through the 
acquisition and rehabilitation of various housing types, i.e., hotels, motels, residential care 
facilities, and apartment buildings. 

• The Stardust Motel (Sunrise Apartments) will be converted to 22 studios with a minimum 
of two units accessible to persons with mobility disabilities and a minimum of one unit 
accessible to persons with hearing or vision disabilities. It will operate as a non­
congregate shelter/TH managed by KCAO. As units are converted to studios they will · 
begin to be rented as permanent housing units. Multiple services will be provided by 
HSA and KCAO staff on site with accessible services from Behavioral Health Services, 
Public Health Department and th~ Job Training Office. 

• Kings Triangle Courtyard is a permanent housing project that will be owned and operated 
by Kings Gospel Mission in partnership with the HSA. Kings Gospel has provided 
matching funds which included the site purchase. The project will have 24 manufactured 
homes that are approximately 600 square feet and have two bedrooms, one bath, one 
kitchen area, and a common area. There are plans to develop some retail space adjacent 
to this area to provide easy access to a laundromat, small store, etc. 
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These projects took a little under six months to obtain funding, construction plans and bids, 
project vetting, and approval by the County and State. They are both currently under 
construction. There are a number of funding sources available to assist individuals with rental 
costs when completed. 

The Grand Jury interviewed several members of the KCHC to understand the agency's role and 
perception of how effective Kings County's response is toward the complex issues of 
homelessness, and how effective KCHC is in meeting its purpose and responsibilities. 

The majority of interviewees responded positively concerning the Collaborative's overall benefit 
to the County's efforts to decrease homelessness. Many felt it has increased communication 
among the different agencies and departments involved and has allowed for more informed 
contact, especially with regard to case management. KCHC's role is more advisory which allows 
each member to maintain autonomy and to exchange ideas with less competition. When asked 
about centralized leadership, most responded negatively, preferring a more egalitarian format. 
There seems to be more cooperation and understanding among the agencies in the Collaborative, 
because it has created a forum for the agencies to discuss homelessness issues. 

Some interviewees voiced concerns that the Collaborative had no authority or funding. Also, 
some members were not participating or contributing to the Collaborative. There should be a 
formalized meeting agenda that is mission focused. There needs to be more leadership with 
ownership of the problems. 

CONCLUSION 

The issue of homelessness is not new and is not going to be solved immediately. Kings County 
leadership needs to continue to expand its resources and work diligently to educate and inform 
its residents that homelessness is a challenge and responsibility for the entire community. It is 
encouraging that Kings County has significantly expanded its response over the past few years 
by providing more services and has developed plans to increase the inventory of low-cost, 
permanent housing for the homeless. 

A lot has been accomplished during the past year to expand the inventory of interim housing 
which will be converted to permanent housing units. The Human Services Agency, with the 
support of the Board of Supervisors, the Kings Gospel Mission and Kings Community Action 
Organization are to be commended on the rapid development, funding, and implementation of 
these projects. 

It is essential that the many individuals, non-profits, faith-based organizations, as well as County 
agencies be recognized for their long-standing and tireless support of the homeless population in 
Kings County. 

The newly formed Kings County Homelessness Collaborative is making a positive impact on the 
County's response to homelessness. There has been improvement on the cooperation among the 
key members of the Collaborative with more exchange of ideas and suggestions. It appears to be 
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meeting its purpose and responsibilities even with a slow start due to the restrictions of the 
pandemic. 

One of the critical factors that seems consistent with other County grand jury reports is the 
importance of educating and informing the public. Tus effort is essential in changing the 
public's perception of the homeless and can influence and motivate community interest and 
support. While investigating, the Grand Jury found it difficult to locate resources that had up-to­
date information concerning the efforts and accomplishments of the County's response to 
homelessness. 

The County and the Collaborative will face challenges in trying to meet the needs of the 
homeless population. The Homelessness Collaborative Gaps Analysis identified some key 
challenges: 

1. Insufficient funding for new homeless-dedicated housing. 
2. Too few landlords willing to rent to individuals experiencing homelessness. 
3. Limited housing stock and the development of new housing for extremely low-income 

individuals. 
4. Low turnover in existing Permanent Supportive Housing. 
5. Lack of community buy-in and lack of coordinated messaging to community 

stakeholders. 

As homelessness grows in Kings County, it may become more difficult for the Collaborative to 
achieve its goals. Because many members are leaders of county agencies and departments, they 
may be overwhelmed by the demands of their primary responsibilities. It may be necessary to 
establish a County division with centralized leadership. Other Grand Jury reports discussed the 
critical necessity in having central leadership to provide a well-coordinated, productive and 
efficient response to homelessness in their counties. 

The final question asked during an interview is: How can the Grand Jury help your agency 
achieve its goals? The most consistent answer was to inform and educate the public to better 
understand the homeless populations and the help they need. With this report, the Grand Jury 
hopes it will have achieved this goal. 

FINDINGS 

Fl. There is a lack of community involvement (buy-in) concerning homeless issues. 

F2. There is a lack of adequate low-barrier shelters to provide immediate housing, especially 
for single adults. 

F3. There is no centralized Homeless Resource Center accessible to the homeless. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 

Rl. The Kings County Homelessness Collaborative needs to develop an up-to-date, 
comprehensive website, as well as utilize social media to highlight the activities and 
successes toward improving the homeless issue in Kings County. 

R2. The Kings County Homelessness Collaborative should continue to look for new 
opportunities for developing and funding low barrier housing to meet the increasing 
volume of homeless people, especially single adults. 

R3 . The Kings County Homelessness Collaborative should reexamine the previous efforts to 
establish a "one-stop-shop" navigation center in Hanford. 

REQUIRED RESPONSES 

Pursuant to Penal Code Section 933.05, the Grand Jury requests from individuals and/or 
governing groups as follows: 

Nathan Olson, Chairperson 
Kings County Homelessness Collaborative 
711 W. Cinnamon Drive 
Lemoore, CA 93245 

Board of Supervisors 
Kings County Government Center 
1400 W. Lacey Boulevard 
Hanford, CA 93230 

INVITED RESPONSES 

Invited responses are welcomed and encouraged by any agency, organization or individual from 
Kings County. 

SEND FINAL REPORT RESPONSES TO: 

Original to: 
Shane Burns, Presiding Judge 
Kings County Superior Court 
1640 Kings Court Drive 
Hanford, CA 93230 

Copy to: 
Kings County Grand Jury 
PO Box 1562 
Hanford, CA 93232 
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TO:  Board of Supervisors 

FROM:  Nathan Olson, Chairperson of Kings County Homelessness Collaborative  
Sanja Bugay, Vice Chairperson of Kings County Homelessness Collaborative 

 
DATE:  June 21, 2021 

SUBJECT:  KINGS COUNTY HOMELESSNESS COLLABORATIVE’S RESPONSE TO THE 
GRAND JURY’S REPORT, ‘KINGS COUNTY RESPONSE TO HOMELESSNESS’  

 
The Kings County Homelessness Collaborative (KCHC) Committee is in receipt of the Grand Jury’s 
Report, “Kings County Response to Homelessness,” which is dated April 29, 2021.  As requested, KCHC 
provides the following responses to the Grand Jury’s findings and recommendations, below.   
 
Finding 1: 
There is a lack of community involvement (buy-in) concerning homeless issues. 
 
Recommendation 1: 
The Kings County Homelessness Collaborative needs to develop an up-to-date, comprehensive website, 
as well as utilize social media to highlight the activities and successes toward improving the homeless 
issue the Kings County. 
 
Kings County Homeless Collaborative Response: 
KCHC agrees with the finding.  KCHC currently has a link on the Kings County website for the 
Homelessness Collaborative.  The Community Engagement Campaign – Front Door Project purchased a 
website, with which KCHC also intends to work to provide information to providers and individuals 
seeking services.  KCHC will continue to explore options to improve information sharing to increase 
broader community involvement with its efforts.   
 
Finding 2: 
There is a lack of adequate low-barrier shelters to provide immediate housing, especially for single 
adults. 
 
Recommendation 2: 
The Kings County Homelessness Collaborative should continue to look for new opportunities for 
developing and funding low barrier housing to meet the increasing volume of homeless people, especially 
single adults. 



KINGS COUNTY HOMELESSNESS COLLABORATIVE’S RESPONSE TO THE GRAND 
JURY’S REPORT, ‘KINGS COUNTY RESPONSE TO HOMELESSNESS’ 

Kings County Homelessness Collaborative Response: 
KCHC agrees with the finding.  KCHC will continue to work on identifying funding sources to develop 
and construct low barrier shelters and a homeless resource center.  Possible sites for low barrier shelters 
are in the process of being identified by KCHC workgroup members, who are also working on estimates 
for the costs of construction, ongoing operations, and services.  KCHC formed workgroups to meet 
biweekly to further the progress of individual action items with the goal of moving these action items 
forward and presenting clear and well-researched options to KCHC and the Board of Supervisors for 
approval.  
 
Finding 3: 
There is no centralized Homeless Resource Center accessible to the homeless. 
 
Recommendation 3: 
The Kings County Homelessness Collaborative should reexamine the previous efforts to establish a “one-
stop-shop” navigation center in Hanford. 
 
Kings County Homeless Collaborative Response: 
KCHC agrees with the finding.  KCHC is working on establishing a “one-stop-shop” navigation center 
with the development of a low barrier shelter using guidance currently established in statute for homeless 
Navigation Centers.   
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 ...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................   
 
BOARD ACTION : APPROVED AS RECOMMENDED:         OTHER: ___   
 

I hereby certify that the above order was passed and adopted 

on ________________________, 2021. 

CATHERINE VENTURELLA, Clerk of the Board 

By                                                    , Deputy. 
 

 
 

SUBMITTED BY:   Department of Public Health – Edward Hill 
   

 
SUBJECT: NOVEL CORONAVIRUS 2019 COUNTY UPDATE 
 
SUMMARY: 
 

Overview: 
On March 4, 2020, the Governor of California proclaimed a State of Emergency throughout California 
because of the increase in cases reported of the novel coronavirus, a disease now known as COVID-19. 
The President of the United States likewise declared a national emergency because of the COVID-19 
outbreak on March 13, 2020.  On March 17, 2020, the Board proclaimed a local emergency in Kings 
County due to the imminent and proximate threat of exposure of COVID-19 on the residents of the 
County of Kings.   

 
Recommendation: 
Receive an update on the local emergency in Kings County due to the imminent and proximate 
threat of exposure of COVID-19 on the residents of the County of Kings and take action as 
deemed necessary 
 
Fiscal Impact: 
The County is tracking costs and revenue losses related to the emergency. 
 

BACKGROUND: 
A Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19) was first detected in Wuhan City, Hubei Province, China, in December 
2019.  The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) considers the virus to be a very serious public 
health threat.  The exact modes of transmission, the factors facilitating human-to-human transmission, the extent 
of asymptomatic viral shedding, the groups most at risk of serious illness, the attack rate, and the case fatality 
rate all remain active areas of investigation. The CDC believes at this time that symptoms appear two to 
fourteen days after exposure. Currently, there are vaccines for antiviral treatment of COVID-19. County staff 
has been working diligently to assess and provide resources and information to the community regarding 
COVID-19.  An update will be provided to the Board on County related activities and response.  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

  

COUNTY OF KINGS 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

GOVERNMENT CENTER HANFORD, CALIFORNIA 93230  (559) 852-2362 
Catherine Venturella, Clerk of the Board of Supervisors 

 
 

AGENDA ITEM 
June 29, 2021 
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