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REVISED PUBLIC HEALTH BULLETIN  
TIERED STAGES FOR REOPENIG FRAMEWORK 

 
Date: September 2, 2020  
Effective: IMMEDIATELY  

Current Statewide data reflects that community spread of COVID-19 infection is of continuing concern. 
Prevention measures such as frequent hand hygiene, physical distancing, the use of face-coverings, and 
limiting visits with people you do not live will help to slow the spread of the virus in Kings County.   

On July 13, 2020, the California Department of Public Health (“CDPH”) mandated additional closures of 
indoor operations for specific business sectors in counties on the Monitoring List, including Kings 
County. On August 31, 2020, the state adjusted the industry sector framework into a tiered system 
called Blueprint for a Safer Economy.  Under the readjusted model, industries may open based on what 
risk tier their county is in.  We have learned a lot since the first several months of the pandemic about 
COVID-19 and how it spreads. For example, we know how much safer outdoor activities are than indoor 
ones and that it’s critical everyone wears a mask to limit the spread of the disease. This blueprint 
incorporates what we’ve learned. 

This framework lays out the measures that each county must meet, based on indicators that capture 

disease burden, testing, and health equity.  See the chart below for the Blueprint metrics, set according 

to tiers based on risk of community disease transmission. Note that the purple “Widespread” Tier 

replaces the current County Monitoring List.  Kings County is in the Purple, most restrictive tier.  

 

Effective August 31, 2020, counties in the Widespread (purple) tier may open some businesses and 

activities with modifications, including all retail, shopping centers at maximum 25% capacity, and hair 

salons and barbershops indoors.  Schools in Counties in the Widespread (purple) tier are not permitted 

to reopen for in-person instruction, unless they receive a waiver from their local health department for 



TK-6 grades.  Counties must meet the metrics of the next, less restrictive, tier for a minimum of 3 weeks 

(21 days) before industries included in that tier may open. For more information on the industries 

allowed to open in each tier, visit https://covid19.ca.gov/safer-economy/ or 

https://covid19.ca.gov/industry-guidance/  

Using this Blueprint, activities and businesses that have a lower risk of spreading COVID-19 are allowed 

to open sooner. Higher-risk activities or businesses aren’t allowed until later tiers. An activity or 

business’s tier depends on whether it can: 

 Accommodate mask wearing at all times (for example, eating/drinking requires removing masks) 
 Allow physical distance between individuals from different households 
 Limit the number of people per square foot 
 Limit time that an individual is at the business or activity 
 Limit time of exposure 
 Limit mixing of people from different households 
 Limit amount of physical interactions of visitors/patrons 
 Increase airflow (such as operating outdoors or opening windows and doors)  
 Limit activities that are known to increase virus spread (like singing, shouting and heavy 

breathing) 

Requirements to advance to the next tier include:  

 CDPH will assess indicators weekly starting on September 8, 2020  

 County must meet metrics of the next (less restrictive) tier for at least three weeks (21 days) 
before they can advance. 

 Counties may only move 1 tier at a time 

 21-day mandatory wait-time between moves 

The Statewide Public Health Order order is issued pursuant to Health and Safety Code sections 120125, 
120130(c), 120135, 120140, 120145, 120150, 120175,120195 and 131080; EO N-60-20, N-25-20, and 

other authority provided for under the Emergency Services Act; and other applicable law. All industry 

sectors within Kings County are required to comply with the Statewide Public Health Officer Order 

dated August 28, 2020 and the restructured Blueprint Framework. Failure to comply may result in 

license revocation, fines, legal costs and potential criminal penalties.  

 
For questions or more information, please call Kings County Department of Public Health, Environmental 
Health Services at (559) 584-1411 or follow the link below for specific CDPH guidance to your industry 
sector.  
 
More information on the Blueprint and existing industry guidance can be found here: 
 

 https://covid19.ca.gov/industry-guidance/ 
 https://covid19.ca.gov/safer-economy/ 
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