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Superior Court of the State of California
County of Kings

Thomas DeSantos
Judge

June 13, 2017

To: Kings County Grand Jury and Affected Governmental
Agencies and Officers

The 2016-2017 Kings County Grand Jury has submitted the enclosed reports to the Presiding
Judge and /or his designee of the Superior Court in accordance with Section 933 of the
California Penal Code. The enclosed reports were submitted and are hereby accepted as the
final reports of the Grand Jury concerning these areas of inquiry.

The agencies and elected officials who are affected by the enclosed reports are each hereby
notified that they are required to comment to the Presiding Judge and/or his designee
concerning these findings and recommendations as they pertain to the subject agency or
elected official. Comments are due on behalf of each elected county officer or agency head that
has responsibility for the agencies and functions described in these reports within 60 days from
this date. The governing bodies of the public agencies affected by the reports have a 90 day
time limit within which to submit comments pursuant to Penal Code Section 933 (c). In addition,
a copy of each response shall be placed on file with the clerk of the public agency on whose
behalf the response is made.

Those having questions concerning their responsibilities to respond to the Grand Jury's
recommendations should contact County Counsel or their agency’s general counsel.

The Judges of the Superior Court wish to express our sincere appreciation for the long hours of
service given by members of the 2016-2017 Grand Jury, with special thanks to their
Foreperson, Wyleen Luoma. Selfless dedication to public service such as that demonstrated by
this Grand Jury is crucial to the survival of the institution of the Grand Jury, which is itself an
important part of the checks and balances necessary for our democracy to function.

e Moke

Thomas DeSantos
Judge of the Superior Court

1640 Kings County Drive Hanford, CA. 93230
(559) 582-1010, ext. 6002
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County of Kings
Grand Jury
P. O. Box 1562
Hanford, CA 93232
Jury Room: 449 C Street
Lemoore, CA 93245
Grand. jurv@co.Kings.ca.us

(559) 852-2892

June 15, 2017

Dear Judge DeSantos
Advisory Judge,

In behalf of the 2016-2017 Kings County Grand Jury, it is my honor and
privilege to present our final report to the Kings County Superior Court and to
the citizens and residents of Kings County. At the outset, [ wish to express our
appreciation for the support and assistance so graciously provided us
throughout our term of service from you and from Offices of County Counsel,
the District Attorney and the Kings County Jury Commissioner.

Looking back over the 12 months of our service, I am struck by the volume of
information amassed in the reports contained herein. I am also, even now,
somewhat taken aback by the diversity of the subject matter of these reports,
most of which were the result of investigations undertaken “in the public
interest”. Over the course of our term we found ourselves engaged in the
examination and assessment of such varied subjects as the fascinating history
of Burris and Hickey parks, the nature and extent of Animal Services in Kings
County, the activities and accomplishments of local Explorer Scout programs
and the contributions to our community of the staff and supporters of
Champions. As a result, at least once during our term each of the nineteen of
us was heard to say about one (of more) of our reports, “I never knew that!”
often in spite of having lived for years in Kings County.

Sadly, amidst the camaraderie and conviviality which was the rewarding
outcome of the many hours we spent together during the interviews, research,
drafting and collaborating essential to our investigations, we also sustained the
unexpected and painful loss of our friend and colleague Robert Allred.




We sincerely hope that our “voyage of discovery” of edifying, enlightening and
often unexpected new knowledge, will serve to inform, educate and otherwise
benefit our fellow citizens as well as the entities and agencies which were the
subjects of our ongoing efforts during our 12-month term of service.

Very truly yours,

/ >
f—‘// g "

/ J/i//é Zﬁc(,.,.
Wy ep/]ﬁo a
Foreperson




THE HONORABLE SUPERIOR COURT JUDGES
and the
2016 —2017 KINGS COUNTY GRAND JURY

JUDGE JUDGE JUDGE JUDGE JUDGE JUDGE JUDGE
Julienne Rynda Thomas DeSantos Michel Reinhart Donna Tarter James LaPorte Jenifer Giuliani Steven Barnes
Cheryl Rocha Shirley Miller Dennis Meeks Edward Luena Clara Holguin Kathy Clendaniel  DeAna Sweeney Anne Sutton Wyleen Luoma
Snack Master Social Chair Foreperson Recording & Foreperson
Pro Tem Corresponding
Secretary
Dick Williams Garry Curtis Sid Craighead Linda Mackey Mike Mathis Jim Marx Kevin Scott Brad Valentine Anne Reinhart
Sgt. at Arms

\

Not Pictured - Wilnetta McGraw - Treasurer



This Page Intentionally Blark



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Letter from the Advising Judge
Letter from the Grand Jury Foreperson
Picture of the Superior Court Judges and Grand Jury Members
20162017 Grand Jury

Grand Jury Members

Public Meetings Attended During Term

In Memory:Leonard Had, 20152016 Grand Juror

In Memory:Robert Allred, 201&017 Grand Juror
County Government

Kings County Fleet Services

Kings County Librares

Kings County Rrks

Office of the Agricultural Commissioner/Sealer
of Weights and Measures

Health and Education
Champions Recovery Programs of Kings County
Jefferson Charter Academy

Kings Community School Closure

11

13

14

15

17

19

21

27

33

47

59

61

67

71



Law and Public Safety 75

Law Enforcement Explorer Programs in Kings County 77
Letterto Avenal State Prison 81
Letterto California State Prison Corcoran 83
Letterto Substance Abuse Treatmié-acility Corcoran 85
Measure K Impact on Public Safety in Kings County 87
Local Government 93
Animal Services in Kings County 95
The Hanford Plunge 109
Responses t@20152016Grand Jury Final Report 113

10



2016-2017
Grand Jury




This Page Intentionally Blank

12



Kathy Clendaniel
Sid Craighead

Garry Curtis

Clara Holguin
Edward Luena
Wy Luoma
Linda Mackey
Jim Marx

Mike Mathis
Netta McGraw
Dennis Meeks
Shirley Miller
Anne Reinhart
Cheryl Rocha
Kevin Scott
Anne Sutton
DeAna Sweeney

Brad Valentine

Grand Jury Members

Foreperson Pro Tem
Chairperson, Local Government

Sergeant at Ans; CeChairperson,
Law and Public Safety

Social Chairperson

Chairperson, County Government
Foreperson

Chairperson, Health and Education
Co-Chairperson, County Government
Co-Chairperson, Local Government

Treasurer

Assistant Treasurer

Snack Master

Chairperson, Law and Public Safety

Recording Secretary; Corresponding Secretary

Chairperson, Edit and Review

13



Dick Williams Co-Chairperson, Health and Education
GRAND JURY

The Kings County Grand Jury consists of 19 qualified county citizens
chosen by lottery from a list of 30, prepared by the Presididgelof the
Superior Court. The Judge may reappoint as many as 10 jurors from the
sitting Jury, but no one can serve more than two consecutive terms. The
Judge chooses the Grand Jury Foreperson.

PUBLIC MEETINGS ATTENDED

A major function of the Kings @unty Grand Jury is to serve as a

Awat chdogo of the County, City Governt
operations. In order to accomplish this Grand Jury members attend many

meetings as observers, taking notes, and reporting to the full Grand Jury. By
thismeg¢ hod t he Kings County Grand Jury coc
the residents of our county.

Number of meetings members of the 22047 Grand Jury attended

Avenal City Council 19 KCAO Finance Committee z
Community Corrections Partnership 1  Kings County Board of Supervisors 39
Corcoran City Council 15  Kings County budget hearing

Corcoran District Hospital 4  Kings County Association of Governments2
Hanford City Council 21 Kings County Election Department

Hanford Elementary School District 17  Lemoore City Council 17

Hanford J. Union High SchooDistrict 13 ~ Lemoore Union Elementary School District 4

Hanford Planning Commission 2  Lemoore Union High School District 7
Home Garden Coalition 8 ReetSunset School District 8
Island Union SchodDistrict 4

Kings Community Action
Organization (KCAO) Board 1
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December 20, 194%une 15, 2016

In Memory of Leonard Charles Hadd, 262816 Kings County Grand
Juror, the following information is an excerpt from histodry:

Leonard was born in Saginaw, Michigan on December 20, 1945. He
graduated from high school and enlisted in the Navy in 1965. Leonard
traveled the world, defending our freedom and way of lifeough

Vietnam, the Cold War, and Operation Deseor®. He met his wife,
Dawn and married in 1968, with their marriage producing three amazing
children.

Leonard retired from the Navy in 1991 and moved to Coos Bay, Oregon
where he worked a second career as a department manager withavi/al
Longing tospend more time with the grandchildren he loved so much, he
returned to Hanford in 20009.

While he enjoyed the retired life, he always felt a sense of duty to his
community, evidenced by his acceptance to the Kings County Grand Jury
for the 20152016 termwhere he remained actively involved until his
passing.

Leonard was very well respected and vikkd by his fellow jurors. He is
missed.

15
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In Memoriam: Robert Allred, Noveneip 2016
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Following are the comments and
2017
GrandJury, of which our friend, Robert Allred, was a member. He will be sorely missed.

About Robert

Robert was always willing to help and to pick up the slack

He was curious and interested in everything

He always thought of others

Robert was our official Aworriero,

welfare of his flow Grand Jurors
x Robert even brought in his own coffee maker so that there could

be decaf coffee for those of us who preferretthink of Robert
every time | use it

x Robert brought comfortable chairs to the Pistachio Festival in
October and insistd that | sit in one of them

x Whenl was brand new and nervoabout being on the Grand Jury,
Robert personally welcomed me and advised me
He was incredibly thoughtful of others and truly sensitive
Robert was just a sweetheart; he reminded me of Santa Claus
He was always curious and full of questions about the best way
to get things done.

x Robert Allred was that rare thing these days: He was a real
gentleman.

X X X X

A numler of the comments above ab&dbert were echoeat
stated indifferent ways by differei@rand Jurors and are not all
separately included

Rest in Peace, Dear Robert

17



Kings County 201017 Grand Jury

This Pagelntentionally Blank

18



COUNTY
GOVERNMENT

AVENAL
BRANCH
LIBRARY:

- e
e - g
RETURN BOOKS 1 - mm - g
| g R S "
= (e ki ™1 j TILIL 4
[ - ] | g i g
T T TS S
[ —— ety i S : =_ s
T s - - =t peleeStnaly 225 o B e o
= o R L = g o > e

19



This Page Intentionally Blank

20



KINGS COUNTY FLEET SERVICES

SUMMARY

The 20162017 Kings County Grand Jury toured the Kings County Fleet
Services in order to learn more about this important department. The
acquisition ananaintenance of all the Kings County vehicles is an essential
component in the operation of county government.

BACKGROUND

For public interest, the grand jury toured the Kings County Fleet Services.
This widely used division of Kings County Public Works\ades a

valuable and necessary function.

California Penal Code A925 provides i
investigate and report on the operations, accounts, and records of the
of ficers, departments or functions of

METHODOLOGY

The 20162017 Kings County Grand Jury toured the Fleet Services site at
11827 S. 1% Avenue, Hanford, on February 23, 2017. The tour was
conducted by the Fleet Services Manager who explained the varied services
that are provided by this division of Kings County FaulVorks. The grand

jury also reviewed otine information and pertinent documents.

DISCUSSION

The Kings County Fleet Services Divisi
the City of Lemoore. It was moved to its present location in the City of
Hanfordinhe 197006s. The division is respc
and repair of all countpwned vehicles. An exception is the maintenance of

Kings County Fire Department vehicles.

Fleet Service staff is also responsible for emergency generators, storm

drainage pumps in the City of Stratford and the Flat Top Mountain repeater
generator. The division retrofits county law enforcement vehicles with
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radios, lights, sirens and safety equipment. Fleet Services is also in charge
of the registration of all couy-owned equipment.

The division includes a repair facility, parts and material warehouse, motor
pool facility and three fuel stations dispensing gasoline, diesel and natural
gas. A natural gas compressor was built with a $400,000 grant from the
California Department of Transportation. The fleet manager contacts the
approved distributors and purchases the loywased fuel by the truck load.

The staff consists of four master mechanics, one mechanic and two fleet
service attendants. Office help is augnted through the Job Training

Office. One county inmate worker from the Kings County Jail is rotated in
every three to six weeks. The fleet service staff processes an average of 300
service orders monthly.

In the county inventory there are over 600 e&ds consisting of 300 cars,
vans and pickups. Road construction heavy equipment is also included.
There are 11 natural gas vehicles. Currently Kings County owns three
electric cars and four electric utility vieles. A grant from San Joaquin
Valley Air Pollution Control District, Public Benefit Grants Program, is
providing $100,000 for five additional electgars. Vehicles are kept for
125,000 miles or 10 years or if the vehicle becomes too costly to repair.
Surplus vehicles are sold through publictaan atwww.publicsurplus.com

The purchase of new vehicles is included in a proposed budget that is then
approved by the Kings County Board of Supervisors. The county purchasing
department sends out a listmtferred specifications for bid and usually
contracts with the lowest bidder.

At the time of this report nine electrical charging stations were being
installed at the county motor pool site. There will be four dual charging
stations and one single stan to accommodate counbwned electric
vehicles. The value of the charging stations is approximately $70,000 with
the cost offset through a grant from Southern California Edison.

Kings County departments are able to reserve vehicles for local use and
county approved functions such as training out of county. Newer or low
mileage vehicles are used for long distance trips. A minimumo2u4

notice iIs required. The county has
safety departments only.
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If a vehide signed out of the motor pool is involved in an accident or
mechanical failure, there is a-Bédur emergency number akadle to call

for assistanceGrand jury members who have driven couatyned motor
vehicles have observed that emergency contaatrivdtion is not readily

visible to the vehicle operator.

FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Finding 1

Emergency contact information including thel2gur phone number is not
readily visible to the vehicle operator causing possible delays in the response
time.

Recommendation 1

The division should develop a procedure to inform and provide the vehicle
operator with the contact information in case of emergency prior to the use
of a motor pool vehicle. The information could be included on the vehicle
signout form

COMMENTS

The 20162017 Kings County Grand Jury thanks the department staff for the
time and information provided during the tour. The grand jury finds the
maintenance of all county vehicles by such a small staff admirable. The
grants which are in pla@nd the initiative taken in the continual search for
new grants benefit all of Kings County.

RESPONSE REQUIRED

California Penal Code A933(c) provide:
the grand jury submits a final report on the operations of abljcpagency

subject to its reviewing authority, the governing body of the public agency

shall comment to the presiding judge of the superior court on the findings

and recommendations pertaining to matters under the control of the

governing body, and eveglected county officer or agency head for which

the grand jury has responsibility pursuant to Section 914.1 shall comment
within 60 days to the presiding judge

Pursuant to California Penal Code 8933(c), the grand jury requestasesp
as follows:

Kings County Board of Supervisors
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INVITED RESPONSE
Kings County Director of Public Works
Kings County Fleet Services Manager
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COUNTY OF KINGS DG Tk

RICHARD YALLE - DISTRICT 2

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS Skt it

KINGS COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER B BANROND. BLANS DETRICT &
1400 W. LACEY BOULEVARD,HANFORD, CA 93230 NORTH LEMOORE
(559) 852-2362, FAX: (559) 585-8047 CRAIG PEDFRST - DISTRICT 4
‘Web Site: http://www.countyofkings.com
RICHARD FAGUNDES - DISTRICT 5§
HANFORD & BURRIS PARK

June 13,2017

The Honorable Steven D. Barnes
Presiding Judge

Kings County Superior Court
1640 Kings County Drive
Hanford, CA 93230

Re: Grand Jury Report: “Kings County Fleet Services”

Dear Judge Barnes,

On behalf of the Board of Supervisors and in accordance with Section 933 of the California
Penal Code, the following are the Board’s response to the Grand Jury Report entitled, “Kings
County Fleet Services™ received by the County on May 19, 2017. The Board of Supervisors has
consulted with the Kings County Public Works Department Director to assist with this response.

Under the Findings and Recommendations Section of the Report, the Grand Jury states:

Finding 1: Emergency contact information including the 24-hour phone number is not
readily visible to the vehicle operator causing possible delays in the response time.

We agree with this finding.

Recommendation 1: The division should develop a procedure to inform and provide the
vehicle operator with the contact information in case of emergency prior to the use of a
motor pool vehicle. The information could be included on the vehicle sign-out form.

We agree with this recommendation. County staff at the Fleet Division already implemented
your recommendation by producing laminated red postcard size notices which have been placed
in the glove box of each vehicle. These cards provide all necessary contact telephone numbers in
case of an emergency, as explained in the attached response from Kevin McAlister, Public
Works Director.

Sineg

Craig Pedgfsen, Chairman
Kings Cginty Board of Supervisors

Ce: Grand Jury Foreperson, Wyleen Luoma
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Kings County Government Center

COUNTY OF KINGS 1400 W. Lacey Boulevard
Hanford, CA 93230

Phone: (559) 582-3211

DEPARTMENT OF FAX; (559 5522506
PUBLI C WO RKS Kevin J. McAlister, Director

June 6, 2017

Honorable Steven D. Barnes
Kings County Superior Court
1426 South Drive

Hanford CA 93230

Dear Judge Barnes:

In accordance with Section 933 of the California Penal Code, this letter is my response to the Grand Jury Report
entitled “Kings County Fleet Services” received by my office on May 19, 2017.

Finding 1 of the report states:

Emergency contact information including the 24-hour phone number is not readily visible to the
vehicle operator causing possible delays in the response time.

I concur with this finding.

Recommendation 1 of the report states:

The division should develop a procedure to inform and provide the vehicle operator with the
contact information in case of emergency prior to the use of a motor pool vehicle. The information
could be included on the vehicle sign-out form.

I concur with this recommendation.

I have met with staff and we will be producing laminated red postcard size notices which will be placed in the
glove box of each vehicle. These cards will provide all necessary emergency contact telephones numbers.
County staff will be informed of these cards via an all employees email.

I have opted to have these cards placed in the glove boxes because 1) I find that drivers expect to find
information related to the use of their vehicles (maintenance manuals, Owner’s Guides, ete.) in the glove box,
and 2) providing contact numbers “readily visible to the vehicle operator” could cause a distraction and
encourage the driver to operate a cell phone in violation of the law. I want to encourage drivers to find a safe
place to park the vehicle before attempting to contact someone for assistance. In the event of a catastrophic
emergency, drivers know that 911 is an option.

I'would like to thank the Grand Jury for their visit and the observations made in this report.

Administration ~ Engineering Roads Building Maintenance Parks Equipment Maintenance
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KINGS COUNTY LIBRARIES

SUMMARY

The Kings County Library system is composed of six branches that serve the
cities of Hanford, Lemoore, Corcoran, Avenal and the unincorporated areas
of Kettleman City and Stratford. The library is also in partnership with the
Armona Union Elements School District to provide service to the Armona
Community Library. The Hanford branch serves as the library headquarters
providing support functions through administrative services.

BACKGROUND

As a matter of public interest, the 202617 Kings Count Grand Jury

inquired into Kings County libraries. California Penal Code 8925 provides

I n part: AThe grand jury shal/l Il nNvesHt
accounts, and records of the officers, departments, or functions of the
Countyé

METHODOLOGY

The 20162017 Kings County Grand Jury toured:
1 Lemoore Library Branch on May 4, 2017
1 Armona Community Library on May 9, 2017
1 Hanford Library Branch on May 11, 2017

The grand jury interviewed the Kings County Library Director and staff, an
Armona Union Elerantary School District administrator, a Kings County
Library Advisory Board member and a member of the Friends of the
Library. Documents were reviewed including the 22001 Grand Jury
report on the Kings County Library System. Internet research was
corducted including a review of the Kings County Library website.

DISCUSSION

Kings County has six library branches which are located in Hanford,
Lemoore, Corcoran, Avenal, Kettleman City and Stratford. The Armona
Library operated as a branch of the Kingsu@ty Library until October

1984. Under a Joint Powers Agreement (JPA) in 1984 between the Armona
Community Services District, the Armona Union Elementary School District
and the County of Kings, the Armona Branch Library became the Armona
Community Libray.
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The first known library in Kings County opened as a public reading room in
Hanford in 1891. The first library in Lemoore was established in March of
1913. For a complete history please see the Kings County Library website
at: http://www.kingscountylibrary.org

The Library Mission Statement says: f
learning by providing books, information, and other resources to meet the
educational, cultural, and recreational needsife publ i ¢ we ser ve

Library cards are offered to the public free of charge. In keeping up with
technological advances, the libraries offer many services which are available
only to holders of current library cards. Some of the services are:
1 Books, adio books and Books
1 Magazines, digital magazines and newspapers
1 Ontline tutoring: This free service offers assistance with term paper
preparation and reviews through the
High school diploma programs
Selfhelp, Do It Yourself (DIY): Provides downloadable access to
home repair, automotive maintenance and repair, and a link to the
Legal Information Reference Center
f Learn foreign | anguages: the APron
access up to 80 languages for gaifght language mstery
T Veteransod Resource Center (Hanford
to video conferencing dealing with medical, physical and
psychological needs, assistance with housing, job placement and
various essential resources. This area is located in an egi@nsat
the end of the row of publiase computers. During the tour the grand
jury noted that this service area did not provide privacy to users
accessing personal and confidential information.
Ability to print from cell phones and laptops
Free WiFi
Business Resource Center (Hanford Branch only): This service is
provided through a partnership between the library and Main Street
Hanford
Free use of computers/laptops
Library tours
Childrendés story hours: Presented
designatd dates and times (see online library calendar).
Summer Reading Program: (See Attachment #1)

)l
l

= =4 =

= = = =
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Hanford Market Place Library Night (monthly)

Referencia Latina: Provides all resource information to Spanish
speaking users.

Social Media (Facebook and Twitter)

Mobile apps are available for iPad, iPhone, Kindle Fire and Android
and Windows 8.

= =4

= =

FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Finding 1

The | ack of privacy in the Veteranso |
prospective users from taking advantage of the resources offered

Recomnendation 1
It is recommended that the library administration take steps to provide
privacy for the VeteransO0O Resource Cel

COMMENTS

The 20162017 Grand Jury was very impressed by the variety, accessibility
and sophistication of services offdreThe grand jury appreciates the time
and information provided by the staff.

RESPONSE REQUIRED

CaliforniaPenal6de A933(c) provides in part:
the grand jury submits a final report on the operations of any public agency

sufect to its reviewing authority, the governing body of the public agency

shall comment to the presiding judge of the superior court on the findings

and recommendations pertaining to matters under the control of the

governing body, and every elected counitycer or agency head for which

the grand jury has responsibility pursuant to Section 914.1 shall comment
within 60 days to the presiding judge

Pursuant to Penal Code 8933(c), the grand jury requests responses as
follows:

Kings Gounty Board of Supervisors
Kings County Administrative Officer

Kings County Library Director
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Attachment #1

| Kings County Library |

Summeyr Reading Program 2017

Reading by

For adults, teens, ahd childrenh of all ages!
Juhe 12th - July 22nhd

gigh-ups start Junhe 5th

For more information Call (559) 582-0261
www.kingscountylibrary.org
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F\ Kings County Library

June 2017
Summer Reading Program

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
1 2 3
Sign-Up Week
4 5 |6 7 8 9 10
. Sign-Up Week Sign-Up Week Slgn-Up Week Slgn-Up Week Slgn-Up Week Sign-Up Week
All Kings County All Kings County All Kings County All Kings County All Kings County All Kings County
Librarles Libraries Librarles tibraries Lbrarles Librarles
10:30 am Story 3 pm Story Tlme Saturday
time KC Library at the Story Time
Thursday Market 12:30 pm
i 5:30 - 8:30 pm
i1 12 13 14 15 16 17
George the Glant | George the Glant | George the Glant
g : 1lam 11 am 10 am Saturday
e George the Glant | George the Glant | George the Giant Story Time
10:30 am Story 2pm 2pm 1pm 12:30 pm
time 3 pm Story Time
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
Paint and Craft Paint and Craft Paint and Craft
e Stations Stations Stations
11am 11am 10am Saturday
it Palnt and Craft Paint and Craft Palnt ang Craft Story Time
10:30 am Story Stations Stations Stations 12:30 pm
time 2pm Zpm lam
3 pm Story Time |
25 26 27 28 29
ST Randel McGee Randel McGee Randel McGee
and Groark and Groark and Groark
L 1lam 11am 10am
10:30 am Story Randel McGee Randel McGee Randel McGee
time and Groark and Groark and Graark
2 pm 2pm 1pm
3 pm Story Time
Armona Branch= - - Avenal Branch=PURPLE Corcoran Branch=BLUE Hanford Branch=RED

Kettleman City Branch=GREEN Lemoore Branch=BROWN Stratford Branch=ORANGE
Underlined=Teen Programming, ltalicized=Adult/Family Programming

*Hanford Programs are held In the Hanford Civic Auditorium *(EXCEPT Thursday June 22)
*lLemoore Programs are held in the Lemoore Civic Auditorium *(EXCEPT Wednesday June 21)
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Summer Re

% Kihgs Couﬁ‘& Library

July 2017

Program

ading

SUN MON TUE WE THU FRI SAT
1
Saturday
Story Time
12:30 pm
2 4 Independence | 5 6 7 8
Day
Library Closed Saturday
Story Time
« 12:30 pm
Y ’
1)
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
Fratello Fratello Fratello
Marionettes Marlonettes Marionettes
11am 11am 10 am Saturday
Fratello Fratello Fratello Story Time
10:30 am Story Marlonettes Marionettes Marionettes 12:30 pm
time 2pm 2pm lpm
3 pm Story Time KC Library at the
Thursday Market
5:30 - 8:30 pm
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
Uncle Jer’s Bee Uncle Jer's Bee Uncle Jer's Bee
Shows Show Show
10:30 am Story 1lam 11am 10am Saturday
time Uncle Jer’s Bee Uncle Jer’s Bee Uncle Jer’s Bee Story Time
Show Show Show 12:30 pm
2pm 2pm tom
3 pm Story Time
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
10:30 am Story 3 pm Story Time
time Saturday
Story Time
12:30 pm

Armona Branch=

* Avenal Branch=PURPLE Corcoran Branch=BLUE Hanford Branch=RED
Kettleman City Branch=GREEN Lemoore Branch=BROWN Stratford Branch=ORANGE

Underlined=Teen Programs, ltalicized=Adult/Family Programs
*Hanford Programs are held in the Hanford Civic Auditorium*
*Lemoore Programs are held in the Lemoore Civic Auditorium*
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KINGS COUNTY PARKS
HICKEY PARK AND BURRIS PARK

SUMMARY

Hickey Park and Burris Park are the two largest ccumyntained parks in

Kings Cainty. Hickey Park encompasses approximately 45 acres while
Burris Park occupies 57 acres. The two parks have certain features in
common, but each also differs to some extent in its attractions. The acreage
for Hickey Park was purchased in 1958 from lthekey family and the

Burris Park site was donated by the David Burris family in 1924.

Hi ckey Parkds attractions include bas:c¢
course, horseshoe pits, a volleyball court and BBQ pits. As a result of these
features, Hikey Park is frequently the site of large family and/or social
occasions. Burris Parkods amenities i1
Burris Park, the Burris Park Outdoor Education Program and the Burris Park
multi-purpose room which is used as a classraaohfor various other

educational and recreational activities.

BACKGROUND

Unfortunately, in spite of the attractions and features offered by Hickey and

Burris Parks, there appears to be little public awareness of these two

valuable community resourcelhe 20082009 Kings County Grand Jury
reported on the ABurris Park Outdoor |
address Hickey Park or any of the other featafddurris Park.

In light of the lapse of time since the 2009 Grand Jury report on Burris
P a r k aeor Education Program and of the substantial value of both
Hickey and Burris parks to the residents of Kings County, the-2016
Grand Jury decided to undertake a brodubsed assessment of each park.

METHODOLOGY

The grand jury toured both Hickey Pakd Burris Park on August 26, 2016
and conducted interviews with the Kings County Public Works Director and
the Parks and Grounds Superintendent. The grand jury also conducted
online research and reviewed pertinent documents and records.

DISCUSSION
The Parks and Grounds division functions as part of the Kings County
Department of Public Works. There are two public parks maintained by the
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division, which is also responsible for the maintenance of the grounds of

many countyowned facilities. Therear2 full-t i me and two fnextr
employees assigned to the division. The grand jury focused on the county

parks only.

The hours of operation for both parks are 10:00 am to 7:00 pm, Friday
through Sunday. Both parks are open two weeks prior to Eastegh the
end of October. Park information and fees can be found at:
http://cok.countyofkings.com/pworks/_parks _division/index.html

HICKEY PARK
Park Location Hickey Parkis located at 16850 Flint Ave., Hanford, CA.

Park Size and Featureslickey Park encompasses 45.6 acres and features
two baseball/softball fields, disc golf course, horseshoe pits, volleyball court
and BBQ pits. Alcohol is allowed on the park grourffame picnic tables

and some restrooms are currently American Disabilities Act (ADA)
compliant and the park is in the process of making more designated areas
meet ADA compliance. (See Attachment #1)

Reservations of picnic areas and/or ball fields for ispewents must be

made at the Kings County Public Works Office, 1400 W. Lacey Blvd.,
Hanford. Bounce houses may be used at the park although some restrictions
may apply. Fees for special events are determined after the request
application has been rewed by division staff. Questions regarding
reservations and/or availability of the park may be directed to the division at
(559) 8522690. (See Attachment #2)

Park Historyi The site of Hickey Park was purchased by Kings County in
September, 1958 fre James B., William J. and Isabel Hickey for
$6,840.00, or $150.00 per acre. At the time similar properties were sold at
$600.06$ 700. 00 per acre. The Hickey f ami
park would be named Hickey Park. The park did not offic@ben until

the summer of 1962. The Kings County Supervisors worked with United
States government officials to secure a surplus jet plane for display at the
park. The jet remains on display to this day. A distinctive redwood sign
carrying the countgeal was made by prisoners at the Miramonte
Conservation Camp, a facility of the California Department of Corrections
through cooperation with the U.S. Forestry Service.
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The county has worked effectively to observe restrictions imposed by the
State ofCalifornia during the drought in order to conserve water. In an
effort to conserve additional water, watering is done two times per week in
the evening hours. As a result of these efforts the grassy areas are doing
well in spite of water reduction althghh some of the trees are showing signs
of distress.

Burris Park
Park Locatior Burris Park is located at 6500 Clinton Ave., Kingsburg, CA.
(Clinton Ave. at & Ave.)

Park Size and Feature®urris Park comprises approximately 57 acres

which include he following features on the park grounds: picnic tables and

barbecue areas, softball fields and volleyball courts, horseshoe pits, and with
reservations, a special use permit and additional fees, bounce houses are also
permitted on the park premises. rBsl Park has also celebrated a highly
successful ASeniors6é Dayo every year f
Day event is sponsored by the Kings County Commission on Aging. (See
Attachments #3 and #4)

Park Historyi

The Burris family legacyiln 1884, cattle rancher David Burris operated a

ranch in Tulare County, which eventually grew to 5,000 acres. -$¢gfign

of those acres, which had been a former site of a Tkt Indian village,

were ultimately donated bywinfmenmory of Bur
of their parents. In June, 1924, Burris Park was opened to the public on the

land donated by the Burris family.

Kings County Museum at Burris ParKhe Kings County Museum was
established in 1928 in the basement of the Hanford Civic Augiito It

was moved to Burris Park in 1955 when County Supervisor C. Ray Swanson
and his wife, Bernice, offered to donate and build a structure at Burris Park
for the museum. The museum opened in 1955 in itsrie@anhome, where

it continues to thrive aag valued and popular feature of the park. (See
Attachment #5)

Burris Park Field Stationin 1956, the U.S. Atomic Energy Commission
(AEC) contracted the University of California Berkeley (UCB) to establish a
Strontium90 research project within Burri@fk. The site consisted of 49,
6-foot by 6foot solil plots laid out in a square grid and separated by concrete
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barriers extending 30 inches into the soil and six inches above the ground.
Experiments and research were then conducted until 1963 to test the
effectiveness of removing the radioactive strontium isotope from the soil.

The UCB decommissioned the site in 1963, following remedial activities
which included filling the plots with sand and gravel, placing a 6 millimeter
polyethylene liner over themmd constructing a-hch metalmesh

reinforced concrete pad over the entire gridded area. A bronze plaque
identifying the nature of the remaining level of Stronti@fhand the UCB

contract was embedded in the northeast corner of the pad and a permanent
fence was constructed around the site. Over the years the site was used as a
display area for old farm equipment belonging to the park museum.

Since the remedial activities of 1963, multiple radiological surveys have
been conducted over the last 53 yead the California Environmental
Protection Agency, Kings County and UCB officials have agreed that the
site does not pose an unacceptable risk to the public in its present
configuration and requires no further remediation. (Source: U.S.
Department of Engy Office of Legacy Management Categorical Exclusion
Determination Form, 3/11/2015, and U.S. Department of Energy Legacy
Management Fact Sheet, 11/30/2016).

Burris Park Foundatian In 2004, Donald S. Souza, a member of the Kings
County family of Manuei Mac 06 and Bell e Brazil of
interest in making a substantial contribution to a Kings County organization

in honor of his Uncle Mac and Aunt Belle. The end result was the formation

of the Burris Park Foundation. Its initial proje¢tetBurris Park Outdoor
Education Program, enjoys continuing and resounding success to the

present. (See Attachment #6)

Burris Park MultiPurpose RoomIn 2006, Mr. Souza contributed $450,000
toward the construction of a mufiurpose room at Burris ParlKings

County obtained a grant for an additional $500,000 toward the construction
of the classroom. The addition of the mugitirpose room created
opportunities for numerous and varied educational and informative activities
and projects on a yeaoundbasis for the first time.
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FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Finding 1

Both Hickey Park and Burris Park are valuable community resources and
offer attractions and programs of which a large portion of the general public
IS not aware.

Recommendation 1

The 205-2017 Kings County Grand Jury strongly recommends that Kings
County Board of Supervisors take steps to promote public awareness of
Hickey and Burris Parks. These could include Haigancy collaboration to
disseminate park information to the public adlvas the use of commercial
and social media, local events, and cotgegperated pamphlets and
newsletters.

COMMENTS

The 20162017 Kings County Grand Jury was very impressed that both
Hickey Park and Burris Park are maintained so well with limited sidfe
grand jury thanks the staff for the tour of both parks and for their time and
effort in providing additional information.

RESPONSE REQUIRED

California Penal Code 8933(c): Within 90 days of receipt of a report the
public agency shall submit its respse to the presiding judge. If the report is
on an elected public official, the response shall be submitted to the presiding
judge within 60 days of receipté

The grand jury requests responses as follows:

Kings County Board of Supervisors

INVITED RESPONSES:
Kings County Director of Public Works
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Attachment #1
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Attachment #2

HICKEY PARK RESERVATION PRICE LISTING
KINGS COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
2016 PARK SEASON

AREA | PEOPLE/TABLES | FEES ] SERVICES | PARKING TOKENS | CLEANING DEPOSIT
1 3073 $25.00 BBQ 1
2 30/3 $25.00 BBQ 1
3 30/3 $25.00 BBQ 1
4 120/12 $100.00 BBQ 4
5 3013 $25.00 BBQ 1
6 30/3 $25.00 BBQ 1
7 30/3 $25.00 BBQ 1
8 120/12 $100.00 BBQ 4
9 30/3 $25.00 .  BBOQ -1
10 3013 $25.00 BBQ 1
11 30/3 $25.00 BBQ 1
12 303 $25.00 BBQ 1
13 30/3 $25.00 BBQ 1
4 60/6 $50.00 BBQ 2
15 60/6 $50.00 ~ BBQ 2
16 60/6 $50.00 BBQ 2
17 60/6 $50.00 BBQ 2
18 60/6 $50.00 BBQ 2
19 3073 $25.00 BBQ 1
20 60/6 $50.00 BBQ 2
21 30/3 $25.00 BBQ i
22 60/6 $50.00 BBQ 2
23 60/6 $50.00 BBQ 2
24 60/6 $50.00 BBQ 2
25 120/12 . $100.00 BBQ 4
26 90/9 $75.00 " BBQ 3
27 30/3 ' $2500° - BBQ 1
28 30/3 . $25.00- - BBQ 1
29 120/12 . $100.00 - <:BBQ . 4
30 150/15 7 $150:00° BBQ & UG PIT 5 $100.00
31 30/3 $25.00 BBQ 1
32 150/15 $150.00 BBQ,E&W 5 $100.00
H1 SOFTBALL $30.00
H2 VOLLEYBALL $30.00
H3 VOLLEYBALL $30.00
H4 SOFTBALL $30.,00
HS HORSE SHOEPIT  $15.00
H6 HORSE SHOEPIT  $15.00
H7 HORSE SHOEPIT  $15.00

BOUNCE HOUSE REQUIRES A PAID RESERVATION AND A SPECIAL USE PERMIT

$50.00 PER DAY, GENERATOR, AND COMPANY INSURANCE ON FILE

NO BOUNCE HOUSE THAT REQUIRES WATER WILL BE ALLOWED

SPECIAL ACCESS FEE:  $35.00 PER HOUR (2 HOUR MINIMUM)
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Attachment #3
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Attachment #4

BURRIS PARK RESERVATION PRICE LISTING
KINGS COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
2016 PARK SEASON

PEOPLE/ . PARKING | CLEANING
AREA TABLES FEES SERVICES | TokENs DEPOSIT

A 303 7 $25.00 BBQ 1

B 180+/18 $150.00 BBQ* 5 $100.00
C 180+/18 $150.00 BBQ&E 5 $100.00
D 30/3 $25.00 BBQ 1

E 120/12 $100.00 BBQ & E 4

F 30/3 $25.00 BBQ 1

G 30/3 $25.00 BBQ 1

H 30/3 $25.00 BBQ 1

I 30/3 $25.00 BBQ 1

7 30/3 $25.00 BBQ 1

K 30/3 $25.00 BBQ&E 2

L 60/6 $50.00 BBQ & E 2

M 200+/25+ $150.00 BBQ* 5 $100.00
N 3013 $25.00 BBQ 1

0 3073 $25.00 BBQ 1

P 30/3 $25.00 BBQ 1

Q 30/3 $25.00 BBQ 1

R 30/3 $25.00 BBQ 1

S 120/12 $100.00 BBQ 4

T 303 $25.00 BBQ 1

U 30/3 $25.00 BBQ 1

Y 30/3 $25.00 BBQ 1

Y 150/15 $150.00 BBQ,E& W 5 $100.00
MP 200 $250.00 E&W 7 $100.00
BI SOFTBALL $30.00

B2 SOFTBALL $30.00

B3 VOLLEYBALL  $30.00

B4 VOLLEYBALL  $30.00

BS HORSE SHOEPIT ~ $15.00

B6  HORSE SHOEPIT $15.00

B7  HORSESHOEPIT $15.00

* INCLUDES STOVE, HOT WATER, ELECTRICAL OUTLETS, AND SERVING AREA.

SPECIAL ACCESS FEE:  $35.00 PER HOUR (2 HOUR MINIMUM)
BOUNCE HOUSE REQUIRES A PAID RESERVATION AND A SPECIAL USE PERMIT
$50.00 PER DAY, GENERATOR, AND COMPANY INSURANCE ON FILE
NO BOUNCE HOUSE THAT REQUIRES WATER WILL BE ALLOWED




Attachment #5

Kings County
Museum at
Burris Park

6500 Clinton Ave.
(Clinton at 6* Ave.)
Hanford, CA

Hours

Museum & Wagon Barn
12:00PM - 5:00PM

Saturdays, Sundays, and major
holidays during spring through
October season.

‘Tours

Call Kings County Public Works
Dept.
(559) 852-2690

Highlind Ave.

Hwy 43

Clinton

Sth.Ave Del Re

= = Burris
" Park

Excelsior

Hanford
\ 198 Visalia Hivy.
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Attachment #6

Home Page 1 of 3

Sign In Change Text Size: (o' A A

Search this site.,.

Kings County Office of Ed Students Parents Teachers Staff Education Services
Burris Park Outdoor Education 6500 Clinton Ave.
Kingsburg, CA 93631

Program 559-582-3211 x2690/559-589-2669

Burris Park Outdoor Education is a collaborative effort of KCOE, the Burris Park
Foundation and the County of Kings. During the 2016-17 school year, schools will have
an opportunity to experience standards-based outdoor education activities in this

. beautiful setting in the northeastern portion of Kings County. There are different lessons
for different seasons; this means that having outdoor education during both fall and
spring highlights the way weather affects the park and its wildlife. Also located on the
grounds of the park is the Kings County Museum. The museum has Native American
artifacts, as well as many objects illustrating the history of the area.

Naturalist News Meet Holly Griffith, Burris Park Outdoor o, ey
What's New at the k! Education Program Naturalist R L

ORI S S BN SRR
Links 1113 14 15 Q6° 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 15

County of Kings
2 27 18

Catifornia State Parks
U.S, National Park
Service

Upcoming Events.
Wednesday - 2/15/2017
Maturalist Unavailable

Monday - 2/20/2017
Haturalist Unavailable

Friday - 3/3/2017
Lee Richmaond Elementary - 5th
Grade

Monday - 3/6/2017
Date unavaitable

Tuesday - 3/7/2017
Frontier Elementary - 4th Grade

Applications & Documents

Reimbursement [] Hame Type
Form Application for Use £
of Burris Park
Generat and
Recreational Use
Application for Use 3]
Holly joined the Burris Park Outdoor Education Program in August and has of Burrls Park
been busy preparing the program for the 2016-17 academic year. Holly states, 2:‘“[’““" Education
“My goal is to educate our youth in the importance of respecting and anter
connecting with nature and valuing our natural resources, | am passionate Burris Park 4th fﬂ
about the integration of education and the outdoois.” Grade Curriculum =
2016-17 School Year
. . BURRIS PARK i}
Holly grew up in the Central Valley and spent much of her childhood in the MILEAGE e
aearhy Sequoia National Forest where she discovered alove for the natural REIMBURSEMENT
world. Her fondest memory of elementary school is visiting the local outdoor 5
s e - Burris Park Qutdaor m
education center where she learned about hiking and exploration, oak trees, Education - 5th <
acorns, caves, salamanders and the importance of recyclingl She earned a Grade Currculum
B.A. degree in Liberal Arts at Fresno Pacific University in 2013, Her interests 2016-2017 school
include anything outduors, hiking, camping, spelunking, swimming in rivers, year
identifying native wildflowers, gardening with native plants, reading, and Burrs Park Outdoor ]

Education - 6th

http://www.kings.k12.ca.us/BurrisPark/Pages/Home.aspx 2/14/2017
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COUNTY OF KINGS
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

KINGS COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER
1400 W. LACEY BOULEVARD.HANFORD, CA 93230
(559) 852-2362, FAX: (559) 585-8047
Web Site: http://www.countyofkings.com

June 13, 2017

The Honorable Steven D. Barnes
Presiding Judge

Kings County Superior Court
1640 Kings County Drive
Hanford, CA 93230

Re: Grand Jury Report: “Kings County Parks”

Dear Judge Barnes,

JOE NEVES - DISTRICT §
LEMOORE & STRATFORD

RICHARD VALLE - DISTRICT 2
AVENAL, CORCORAN, HOME GARDEN &
KETTLEMAN CITY

DOUG VERBOON— DISTRICT 3
NORTH HANFORD, ISLAND DISTRICT &
NORTH LEMOORE

CRAIG PEDERSEN - DISTRICT 4
'ARMONA & EANYORD

RICHARD FAGUNDES -- DISTRICT §
HANFORD & BURRIS PARK

On behalf of the Board of Supervisors and in accordance with Section 933 of the California
Penal Code, the following are the Board’s response to the Grand Jury Report entitled, “Kings
County Parks” received by the County on April 27, 2017. The Board of Supervisors has
consulted with the Kings County Public Works Department Director to assist with this response.

Under the Findings and Recommendations Section of the Report, the Grand Jury states:

Finding 1: Both Hickey Park and Burris Park are valuable community resources and offer
attractions and programs of which a large portion of the general public is not aware.

We agree with this finding.

Recommendation 1: The 2016-2017 Kings County Grand Jury strongly recommends that
Kings County Board of Supervisors take steps to promote public awareness of Hickey and
Burris Parks. These could include intra-agency collaboration to disseminate park
information to the public as well as the use of commercial and social media, local events,

and county-generated pamphlets and newsletters.

County staff at the Parks Division is vigorously looking for opportunities in making sure that the
citizens of Kings County are informed about what our parks have to offer. They continue to
promote our parks with your recommendation, and will be displaying a banner over a mid-town
street in Hanford in July for Parks Month. Additional detail on these efforts is outlined in the

attached response from Kevin McAlister, Public Works Director.

Sincerey‘,

Ce: Grand Jury Foreperson, Wyleen Luoma
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