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Dick Williams Co-Chairperson, Health and Education 

GRAND JURY 
 

The Kings County Grand Jury consists of 19 qualified county citizens 

chosen by lottery from a list of 30, prepared by the Presiding Judge of the 

Superior Court.  The Judge may reappoint as many as 10 jurors from the 

sitting Jury, but no one can serve more than two consecutive terms.  The 

Judge chooses the Grand Jury Foreperson. 

 

 

PUBLIC MEETINGS ATTENDED  
 

A major function of the Kings County Grand Jury is to serve as a 

ñwatchdogò of the County, City Governments and Special District 

operations.  In order to accomplish this Grand Jury members attend many 

meetings as observers, taking notes, and reporting to the full Grand Jury.  By 

this method the Kings County Grand Jury continues to be a ñwatchdogò for 

the residents of our county. 

 

 

Number of meetings members of the 2016-2017 Grand Jury attended 

 
Avenal City Council              19    KCAO Finance Committee                               2 

Community Corrections Partnership     1   Kings County Board of Supervisors        39           

Corcoran City Council   15 Kings County budget hearing                            1 

Corcoran District Hospital      4 Kings County Association of Governments      2                 

Hanford City Council   21       Kings County Election Department                   2 

Hanford Elementary School District  17  Lemoore City Council                                     17 

Hanford Jt. Union High School District  13       Lemoore Union Elementary School District     4 

Hanford Planning Commission      2      Lemoore Union High School District               7 

Home Garden Coalition            8 Reef-Sunset School District           8         

Island Union School District    4   

Kings Community Action  

       Organization (KCAO) Board              1 
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Leonard Charles Hadd 

December 20, 1945 ï June 15, 2016 

 

 

 

In Memory of Leonard Charles Hadd, 2015-2016 Kings County Grand 

Juror, the following information is an excerpt from his obituary: 

 

Leonard was born in Saginaw, Michigan on December 20, 1945.  He 

graduated from high school and enlisted in the Navy in 1965.  Leonard 

traveled the world, defending our freedom and way of life - through 

Vietnam, the Cold War, and Operation Desert Storm.  He met his wife, 

Dawn and married in 1968, with their marriage producing three amazing 

children. 

 

Leonard retired from the Navy in 1991 and moved to Coos Bay, Oregon 

where he worked a second career as a department manager with Wal-Mart.  

Longing to spend more time with the grandchildren he loved so much, he 

returned to Hanford in 2009. 

 

While he enjoyed the retired life, he always felt a sense of duty to his 

community, evidenced by his acceptance to the Kings County Grand Jury 

for the 2015-2016 term, where he remained actively involved until his 

passing. 

 

Leonard was very well respected and well-liked by his fellow jurors.  He is 

missed. 
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       In Memoriam:  Robert Allred, November 2016 

              
Following are the comments and thoughts of the members of the Kings County 2016-

2017  

Grand Jury, of which our friend, Robert Allred, was a member.  He will be sorely missed. 

          

                                                                          About Robert 

 

× Robert was always willing to help and to pick up the slack 

× He was curious and interested in everything 

× He always thought of others 

× Robert was our official ñworrierò, always concerned for the  

       welfare of his fellow Grand Jurors 

× Robert even brought in  his own coffee maker so that there could  

be decaf coffee for those of us who preferred it; I think of Robert 

 every time I use it 

× Robert brought comfortable chairs to the Pistachio Festival in  

October  and insisted that I sit in one of them 

× When I was brand new and nervous about being on the Grand Jury, 

Robert personally welcomed me and advised me 

× He was incredibly thoughtful of others and truly sensitive 

× Robert was just a sweetheart; he reminded me of Santa Claus 

× He was always curious and full of questions about the best way 

to get things done. 

× Robert Allred was that rare thing these days:  He was a real 

gentleman. 

 

 A number of the comments above about Robert were echoed or 

stated in different ways by different Grand Jurors and are not all 

separately included. 

 

       Rest in Peace, Dear Robert 
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KINGS COUNTY FLEET SERVICES  

 

SUMMARY  

The 2016-2017 Kings County Grand Jury toured the Kings County Fleet 

Services in order to learn more about this important department.  The 

acquisition and maintenance of all the Kings County vehicles is an essential 

component in the operation of county government. 

 

BACKGROUND  

For public interest, the grand jury toured the Kings County Fleet Services. 

This widely used division of Kings County Public Works provides a 

valuable and necessary function. 

 

California Penal Code Ä925 provides in part: ñThe grand jury shall 

investigate and report on the operations, accounts, and records of the 

officers, departments or functions of the countyéò 

 

METHODOLOGY  

The 2016-2017 Kings County Grand Jury toured the Fleet Services site at 

11827 S. 11th Avenue, Hanford, on February 23, 2017.   The tour was 

conducted by the Fleet Services Manager who explained the varied services 

that are provided by this division of Kings County Public Works. The grand 

jury also reviewed on-line information and pertinent documents. 

 

DISCUSSION 

The Kings County Fleet Services Division was established in the 1930ôs in 

the City of Lemoore. It was moved to its present location in the City of 

Hanford in the 1970ôs.  The division is responsible for the purchase, service 

and repair of all county-owned vehicles.  An exception is the maintenance of 

Kings County Fire Department vehicles.   

 

Fleet Service staff is also responsible for emergency generators, storm 

drainage pumps in the City of Stratford and the Flat Top Mountain repeater 

generator. The division retrofits county law enforcement vehicles with 
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radios, lights, sirens and safety equipment.  Fleet Services is also in charge 

of the registration of all county-owned equipment.  

 

The division includes a repair facility, parts and material warehouse, motor 

pool facility and three fuel stations dispensing gasoline, diesel and natural 

gas. A natural gas compressor was built with a $400,000 grant from the 

California Department of Transportation. The fleet manager contacts the 

approved distributors and purchases the lowest-priced fuel by the truck load.   

 

The staff consists of four master mechanics, one mechanic and two fleet 

service attendants. Office help is augmented through the Job Training 

Office. One county inmate worker from the Kings County Jail is rotated in 

every three to six weeks. The fleet service staff processes an average of 300 

service orders monthly. 

 

In the county inventory there are over 600 vehicles consisting of 300 cars, 

vans and pickups. Road construction heavy equipment is also included.  

There are 11 natural gas vehicles. Currently Kings County owns three 

electric cars and four electric utility vehicles. A grant from San Joaquin 

Valley Air Pollution Control District, Public Benefit Grants Program, is 

providing $100,000 for five additional electric cars.  Vehicles are kept for 

125,000 miles or 10 years or if the vehicle becomes too costly to repair.  

Surplus vehicles are sold through public auction at www.publicsurplus.com. 

 

The purchase of new vehicles is included in a proposed budget that is then 

approved by the Kings County Board of Supervisors. The county purchasing 

department sends out a list of preferred specifications for bid and usually 

contracts with the lowest bidder.   

 

At the time of this report nine electrical charging stations were being 

installed at the county motor pool site. There will be four dual charging 

stations and one single station to accommodate county-owned electric 

vehicles. The value of the charging stations is approximately $70,000 with 

the cost offset through a grant from Southern California Edison. 

 

Kings County departments are able to reserve vehicles for local use and 

county- approved functions such as training out of county.  Newer or low 

mileage vehicles are used for long distance trips.  A minimum 24-hour 

notice is required.  The county has a ñtake homeò vehicle policy for public 

safety departments only.  

http://www.publicsurplus.com/
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 If a vehicle signed out of the motor pool is involved in an accident or 

mechanical failure, there is a 24-hour emergency number available to call 

for assistance.  Grand jury members who have driven county-owned motor 

vehicles have observed that emergency contact information is not readily 

visible to the vehicle operator.   

FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS  

Finding 1 

Emergency contact information including the 24-hour phone number is not 

readily visible to the vehicle operator causing possible delays in the response 

time. 

 

Recommendation 1 

The division should develop a procedure to inform and provide the vehicle 

operator with the contact information in case of emergency prior to the use 

of a motor pool vehicle.  The information could be included on the vehicle 

sign-out form. 

 

COMMENTS  

The 2016-2017 Kings County Grand Jury thanks the department staff for the 

time and information provided during the tour.  The grand jury finds the 

maintenance of all county vehicles by such a small staff admirable. The 

grants which are in place and the initiative taken in the continual search for 

new grants benefit all of Kings County. 

 

RESPONSE REQUIRED 

California Penal Code Ä933(c) provides in part: ñNo later than 90 days after 

the grand jury  submits a final report on the operations of any public agency 

subject to its reviewing authority, the governing body of the public agency 

shall comment to the presiding judge of the superior court on the findings 

and recommendations pertaining to matters under the control of the 

governing body, and every elected county officer or agency head for which 

the grand jury has responsibility pursuant to Section 914.1 shall comment 

within 60 days to the presiding judge of the superior courtéò 

 

Pursuant to California Penal Code §933(c), the grand jury requests responses 

as follows: 

 

Kings County Board of Supervisors  
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INVITED RESPONSE 

Kings County Director of Public Works 

Kings County Fleet Services Manager 
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KINGS COUNTY LIBRARIES  

 

SUMMARY  

The Kings County Library system is composed of six branches that serve the 

cities of Hanford, Lemoore, Corcoran, Avenal and the unincorporated areas 

of Kettleman City and Stratford.  The library is also in partnership with the 

Armona Union Elementary School District to provide service to the Armona 

Community Library.  The Hanford branch serves as the library headquarters 

providing support functions through administrative services. 

 

BACKGROUND  

As a matter of public interest, the 2016-2017 Kings County Grand Jury 

inquired into Kings County libraries.  California Penal Code §925 provides 

in part:  ñThe grand jury shall investigate and report on the operations, 

accounts, and records of the officers, departments, or functions of the  

Countyé 

 

METHODOLOGY  

The 2016-2017 Kings County Grand Jury toured: 

¶ Lemoore Library Branch on May 4, 2017 

¶ Armona Community Library on May 9, 2017 

¶ Hanford Library Branch on May 11, 2017 

 

The grand jury interviewed the Kings County Library Director and staff, an 

Armona Union Elementary School District administrator, a Kings County 

Library Advisory Board member and a member of the Friends of the 

Library.  Documents were reviewed including the 2010-2011 Grand Jury 

report on the Kings County Library System.  Internet research was 

conducted including a review of the Kings County Library website. 

 

DISCUSSION 

Kings County has six library branches which are located in Hanford, 

Lemoore, Corcoran, Avenal, Kettleman City and Stratford.  The Armona 

Library operated as a branch of the Kings County Library until October 

1984.  Under a Joint Powers Agreement (JPA) in 1984 between the Armona 

Community Services District, the Armona Union Elementary School District 

and the County of Kings, the Armona Branch Library became the Armona 

Community Library. 
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The first known library in Kings County opened as a public reading room in 

Hanford in 1891.  The first library in Lemoore was established in March of 

1913.  For a complete history please see the Kings County Library website 

at:  http://www.kingscountylibrary.org. 

 

The Library Mission Statement says:  ñOur Mission: To support lifelong 

learning by providing books, information, and other resources to meet the 

educational, cultural, and recreational needs of the public we serve.ò 

 

Library cards are offered to the public free of charge.  In keeping up with 

technological advances, the libraries offer many services which are available 

only to holders of current library cards.  Some of the services are: 

¶ Books, audio books and E-books 

¶ Magazines, digital magazines and newspapers 

¶ On-line tutoring:  This free service offers assistance with term paper 

preparation and reviews through the ñBrainfuseò program 

¶ High school diploma programs 

¶ Self-help, Do It Yourself (DIY):  Provides downloadable access to 

home repair, automotive maintenance and repair, and a link to the 

Legal Information Reference Center 

¶ Learn foreign languages:  the ñPronunciatorò program enables users to 
access up to 80 languages for self-taught language mastery 

¶ Veteransô Resource Center (Hanford Branch only):  Provides access 
to video conferencing dealing with medical, physical and 

psychological needs, assistance with housing, job placement and 

various essential resources.  This area is located in an open section at 

the end of the row of public-use computers.  During the tour the grand 

jury noted that this service area did not provide privacy to users 

accessing personal and confidential information. 

¶ Ability to print from cell phones and laptops 

¶ Free Wi-Fi 

¶ Business Resource Center (Hanford Branch only):  This service is 

provided through a partnership between the library and Main Street 

Hanford 

¶ Free use of computers/laptops 

¶ Library tours 

¶ Childrenôs story hours:  Presented in both English and Spanish on 
designated dates and times (see online library calendar). 

¶ Summer Reading Program: (See Attachment #1) 

http://www.kingscountylibrary.org/
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¶ Hanford Market Place Library Night (monthly) 

¶ Referencia Latina:  Provides all resource information to Spanish- 

speaking users. 

¶ Social Media (Facebook and Twitter) 

¶ Mobile apps are available for iPad, iPhone, Kindle Fire and Android 

and Windows 8. 

 

FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS  

Finding 1 

The lack of privacy in the Veteransô Resource Center area can deter 

prospective users from taking advantage of the resources offered. 

 

Recommendation 1 

It is recommended that the library administration take steps to provide 

privacy for the Veteransô Resource Center. 

 

COMMENTS  

The 2016-2017 Grand Jury was very impressed by the variety, accessibility 

and sophistication of services offered.  The grand jury appreciates the time 

and information provided by the staff. 

 

RESPONSE REQUIRED 

California Penal Code Ä933(c) provides in part:  ñNo later than 90 days after 

the grand jury submits a final report on the operations of any public agency 

subject to its reviewing authority, the governing body of the public agency 

shall comment to the presiding judge of the superior court on the findings 

and recommendations pertaining to matters under the control of the 

governing body, and every elected county officer or agency head for which 

the grand jury has responsibility pursuant to Section 914.1 shall comment 

within 60 days to the presiding judge of the superior courtéò 

 

Pursuant to Penal Code §933(c), the grand jury requests responses as 

follows: 

 

Kings County Board of Supervisors 

 

Kings County Administrative Officer 

 

Kings County Library Director 
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KINGS COUNTY PARKS  

HICKEY PARK AND BURRIS PARK  

 

SUMMARY  

Hickey Park and Burris Park are the two largest county-maintained parks in 

Kings County.  Hickey Park encompasses approximately 45 acres while 

Burris Park occupies 57 acres.  The two parks have certain features in 

common, but each also differs to some extent in its attractions.   The acreage 

for Hickey Park was purchased in 1958 from the Hickey family and the 

Burris Park site was donated by the David Burris family in 1924. 

 

Hickey Parkôs attractions include baseball and softball fields, a disc golf 

course, horseshoe pits, a volleyball court and BBQ pits.  As a result of these 

features, Hickey Park is frequently the site of large family and/or social 

occasions.  Burris Parkôs amenities include the Kings County Museum at 

Burris Park, the Burris Park Outdoor Education Program and the Burris Park 

multi-purpose room which is used as a classroom and for various other 

educational and recreational activities.   

 

BACKGROUND  
Unfortunately, in spite of the attractions and features offered by Hickey and 

Burris Parks, there appears to be little public awareness of these two 

valuable community resources. The 2008-2009 Kings County Grand Jury 

reported on the ñBurris Park Outdoor Education Programò but did not 

address Hickey Park or any of the other features of Burris Park. 

 

In light of the lapse of time since the 2009 Grand Jury report on Burris 

Parkôs Outdoor Education Program and of the substantial value of both 

Hickey and Burris parks to the residents of Kings County, the 2016-2017 

Grand Jury decided to undertake a broader-based assessment of each park. 

 

METHODOLOGY  

The grand jury toured both Hickey Park and Burris Park on August 26, 2016 

and conducted interviews with the Kings County Public Works Director and 

the Parks and Grounds Superintendent.  The grand jury also conducted 

online research and reviewed pertinent documents and records.    

 

DISCUSSION 

The Parks and Grounds division functions as part of the Kings County 

Department of Public Works.  There are two public parks maintained by the 
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division, which is also responsible for the maintenance of the grounds of 

many county-owned facilities.  There are 12 full-time and two ñextra helpò 

employees assigned to the division. The grand jury focused on the county 

parks only.   

 

The hours of operation for both parks are 10:00 am to 7:00 pm, Friday 

through Sunday.  Both parks are open two weeks prior to Easter through the 

end of October.  Park information and fees can be found at:  

http://cok.countyofkings.com/pworks/_parks_division/index.html. 

 

HICKEY PARK 

Park Location - Hickey Park is located at 16850 Flint Ave., Hanford, CA. 

 

Park Size and Features - Hickey Park encompasses 45.6 acres and features 

two baseball/softball fields, disc golf course, horseshoe pits, volleyball court 

and BBQ pits.  Alcohol is allowed on the park grounds. Some picnic tables 

and some restrooms are currently American Disabilities Act (ADA) 

compliant and the park is in the process of making more designated areas 

meet ADA compliance.  (See Attachment #1) 

 

Reservations of picnic areas and/or ball fields for special events must be 

made at the Kings County Public Works Office, 1400 W. Lacey Blvd., 

Hanford.  Bounce houses may be used at the park although some restrictions 

may apply.  Fees for special events are determined after the request 

application has been reviewed by division staff.    Questions regarding 

reservations and/or availability of the park may be directed to the division at 

(559) 852-2690.  (See Attachment #2) 

  

Park History ï The site of Hickey Park was purchased by Kings County in 

September, 1958 from James B., William J. and Isabel Hickey for 

$6,840.00, or $150.00 per acre.  At the time similar properties were sold at 

$600.00-$700.00 per acre.  The Hickey familyôs only condition was that the 

park would be named Hickey Park.  The park did not officially open until 

the summer of 1962.   The Kings County Supervisors worked with United 

States government officials to secure a surplus jet plane for display at the 

park.  The jet remains on display to this day.  A distinctive redwood sign 

carrying the county seal was made by prisoners at the Miramonte 

Conservation Camp, a facility of the California Department of Corrections 

through cooperation with the U.S. Forestry Service.    

 

http://cok.countyofkings.com/pworks/_parks_division/index.html
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The county has worked effectively to observe restrictions imposed by the 

State of California during the drought in order to conserve water.  In an 

effort to conserve additional water, watering is done two times per week in 

the evening hours.  As a result of these efforts the grassy areas are doing 

well in spite of water reduction although some of the trees are showing signs 

of distress.   

 

Burris Park  

Park Location ï Burris Park is located at 6500 Clinton Ave., Kingsburg, CA. 

(Clinton Ave. at 6th Ave.) 

 

Park Size and Features ï Burris Park comprises approximately 57 acres 

which include the following features on the park grounds:  picnic tables and 

barbecue areas, softball fields and volleyball courts, horseshoe pits, and with 

reservations, a special use permit and additional fees, bounce houses are also 

permitted on the park premises.  Burris Park has also celebrated a highly 

successful ñSeniorsô Dayò every year for the past 46 years.  The Seniorsô 

Day event is sponsored by the Kings County Commission on Aging.  (See 

Attachments #3 and #4) 

 

Park History ï  

The Burris family legacy:  In 1884, cattle rancher David Burris operated a 

ranch in Tulare County, which eventually grew to 5,000 acres.  Fifty-seven 

of those acres, which had been a former site of a Tachi-Yokut Indian village, 

were ultimately donated by four of Burrisô sons to Kings County in memory 

of their parents.  In June, 1924, Burris Park was opened to the public on the 

land donated by the Burris family. 

 

 Kings County Museum at Burris Park:  The Kings County Museum was 

established in 1928 in the basement of the Hanford Civic Auditorium.  It 

was moved to Burris Park in 1955 when County Supervisor C. Ray Swanson 

and his wife, Bernice, offered to donate and build a structure at Burris Park 

for the museum.  The museum opened in 1955 in its then-new home, where 

it continues to thrive as a valued and popular feature of the park.  (See 

Attachment #5) 

 

Burris Park Field Station:  In 1956, the U.S. Atomic Energy Commission 

(AEC) contracted the University of California Berkeley (UCB) to establish a 

Strontium-90 research project within Burris Park.  The site consisted of 49, 

6-foot by 6-foot soil plots laid out in a square grid and separated by concrete 
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barriers extending 30 inches into the soil and six inches above the ground.  

Experiments and research were then conducted until 1963 to test the 

effectiveness of removing the radioactive strontium isotope from the soil. 

 

The UCB decommissioned the site in 1963, following remedial activities 

which included filling the plots with sand and gravel, placing a 6 millimeter 

polyethylene liner over them and constructing a 4-inch metal-mesh 

reinforced concrete pad over the entire gridded area.  A bronze plaque 

identifying the nature of the remaining level of Strontium-90 and the UCB 

contract was embedded in the northeast corner of the pad and a permanent 

fence was constructed around the site.  Over the years the site was used as a 

display area for old farm equipment belonging to the park museum. 

 

Since the remedial activities of 1963, multiple radiological surveys have 

been conducted over the last 53 years and the California Environmental 

Protection Agency, Kings County and UCB officials have agreed that the 

site does not pose an unacceptable risk to the public in its present 

configuration and requires no further remediation.  (Source:  U.S. 

Department of Energy Office of Legacy Management Categorical Exclusion 

Determination Form, 3/11/2015, and U.S. Department of Energy Legacy 

Management Fact Sheet, 11/30/2016). 

 

Burris Park Foundation:   In 2004, Donald S. Souza, a member of the Kings 

County family of Manuel ñMacò and Belle Brazil of Hanford, expressed an 

interest in making a substantial contribution to a Kings County organization 

in honor of his Uncle Mac and Aunt Belle.  The end result was the formation 

of the Burris Park Foundation.  Its initial project, the Burris Park Outdoor 

Education Program, enjoys continuing and resounding success to the 

present.  (See Attachment #6) 

 

Burris Park Multi-Purpose Room:  In 2006, Mr. Souza contributed $450,000 

toward the construction of a multi-purpose room at Burris Park.  Kings 

County obtained a grant for an additional $500,000 toward the construction 

of the classroom.  The addition of the multi-purpose room created 

opportunities for numerous and varied educational and informative activities 

and projects on a year-round basis for the first time. 
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FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS  

Finding 1 

Both Hickey Park and Burris Park are valuable community resources and 

offer attractions and programs of which a large portion of the general public 

is not aware. 

 

Recommendation 1 

The 2016-2017 Kings County Grand Jury strongly recommends that Kings 

County Board of Supervisors take steps to promote public awareness of 

Hickey and Burris Parks.   These could include intra-agency collaboration to 

disseminate park information to the public as well as the use of commercial 

and social media, local events, and county-generated pamphlets and 

newsletters. 

 

COMMENTS  

The 2016-2017 Kings County Grand Jury was very impressed that both 

Hickey Park and Burris Park are maintained so well with limited staff.  The 

grand jury thanks the staff for the tour of both parks and for their time and 

effort in providing additional information.  

 

RESPONSE REQUIRED 

California Penal Code §933(c): Within 90 days of receipt of a report the 

public agency shall submit its response to the presiding judge. If the report is 

on an elected public official, the response shall be submitted to the presiding 

judge within 60 days of receipté 

 

The grand jury requests responses as follows: 

Kings County Board of Supervisors 

 

INVITED RESPONSES: 

Kings County Director of Public Works 
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Attachment #1 
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Attachment #2 
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Attachment #3 
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Attachment #4 
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Attachment #5 
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Attachment #6 
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