


























Kettleman City Community Plan

Figure 6.2 Traffic calming measures adapted from Federal Highway Administration
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Chapter 6

Parking, either angled or parallel, that is located
On-street parking within the street right-of-way helps ro recluce.
extra roadway spuce and encournges motorists

to drive af slower speeds.

Roundab outs /Iraffic circles Barriers pluced in the middle of an intersection,
directing all traffic in the same direction.

Rounded raised pavement devices placed across
Speed humps ) i
roadways to slow and for discourage traffic.

Speed tables /textured Flat-topped speed humps often constructed with a
crosswalks brick or other textured material to slow traffic.

Trees planted in a center medinn or between the B
Streel trees sidewalk and travel lunes that create o physical
barrier betrween motorists and pedestrians.
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Kettleman City Community Plan

KCCP OBJECTIVE 6A.3
Provide maximum connectivity for motorists, pedestrians and bicyclists
throughout the planning area.

KCCP Policy 6A.3.1: Enhance multi-modal street connectivity to increase resident
accessibility throughout the community and to the Downtown
Commercial Area.

A grid street pattern is proposed for all new growth areas to increase connectivity. Connectivity
between the Downtown Commercial Area and Residential Area will be facilitated by north/south
roadways that are extended from Becky Pease Street and Ninth Street. This will allow residents to
travel from their homes to stores and back without having to enter and exit Highway 41. Roadways
designed to accommodate pedestrians will allow residents to walk, bicycle or drive to the Downtown
Commercial Area.

KCCP Policy 6A.3.2: Establish Multi-use Bicycle/pedestrian pathways in new
growth areas unless non-motorized uses are prohibited or
there is no identifiable need now and in the future.

Kettleman City does not have bike lanes or pedestrian pathways. Sidewalks provide a safe pathway
that is separated from the roadway and can be used for both pedestrians and bicyclist. A lack of
sidewalks presents an obstacle to safe non-motorized travel on community streets. Residential and
Commercial street design types planned to accommodate sidewalks in new growth areas and in
existing areas where feasible. Increasing the number of sidewalks will enhance multi-use pathways
that can provide pedestrians and bicyclists with a broader scope of travel options. With increased
accessibility and safe separation from motorists, walking and bicycling are likely to become more
appealing to community residents. Increasing the separation between bicycles and pedestrians from
automobile traffic, reduces the likelihood of collisions between pedestrians/bicyclists and motorists.

KCCP Policy 6A.3.3: Plan for a Multi-use Bicycle/pedestrian pathway extending
from Ninth Street to the Highway Commercial Area.

Currently, there is no permanent bike/pedestrian path between the ~ Figure 6.3 Proposed pathway
residential community and the highway commercial area. | ‘i _ '-
However, residents currently use a remote route through the fields ‘
to the southwest, over a bridge across the aqueduct, and through
the Chevron utility area in order to reach the Highway Commercial
Area. A proposed bicycle/pedestrian path should extend south
from Ninth Street to the California Aqueduct, and veer eastward to
run parallel with the highway on into the Highway Commercial
Area. The County and County Redevelopment Agency should work
with Caltrans to consider the integration of a pedestrian bridge
across the California Aqueduct when planning for the widening of
the Highway 41 bridge. The bicycle/pedestrian bridge would
provide more direct access for resident employees to travel to the
Highway commercial area. An easement should be procured from
the property owner in order to secure rights to build and use a
bicycle/pedestrian pathway.
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Chapter 6

KCCP OBJECTIVE 6A.4
Establish truck & trailer vehicle overnight parking areas and designate
specific truck routes within the community.

KCCP Policy 6A.4.1: The Highway Commercial Area shall have designhated truck
parking and allow unlimited truck access. The Downtown
Commercial Area shall have truck access restricted to the
“Entryway” street and allow temporary parking behind
commercial businesses. The Residential Area shall have no
truck parking or truck routes, with access restricted except
for when making quick delivery of merchandise or other
goods.

Kettleman City residents have expressed a growing concern over the number of diesel trucks being
parked overnight along local roads. In Kettleman City, trucks park in various areas throughout the
community, which creates aesthetic problems and may also result in roadway blockages and reduced
parking options for other motorists. Designated truck routes and parking areas should be established
to ensure adequate pavement depth, lane widths, and turn radii. Upon establishment of these
designated areas, trucks should then be prohibited from non-truck routes except for when making
deliveries within the community. Diesel trucks can be disruptive to residents and therefore
designated overnight parking would serve to remove them from residential neighborhoods.

Figure 6.4 Proposed truck parking sites in the Highway Commercial Area

Proposed Truck Parking Site 1 |

Two areas were identified in the Highway Commercial Area as possible truck parking opportunities.
The first site is located at the west end of Bernard St. and has a high degree of visibility from Highway
41 and Interstate5. The second site is located at the end of Cyrill Place.
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Kettleman City Community Plan

B. COMMERCIAL CIRCULATION

The new Downtown Commercial Area does not currently exist and the community has a unique
opportunity to define the look and feel of how this area’s circulation should develop.

KCCP GOAL 6B Create a new Downtown Commercial Area with a
circulation system that has a look and feel of traditional
historic downtown streetscapes.

KCCP OBJECTIVE 6B.1

Establish a new Downtown Commercial Area with a downtown circulation
system that integrates traditional downtown “Pedestrian Friendly” design
while also accommodating other transportation modes.

KCCP Policy 6B.1.1: The Downtown Commercial Area shall integrate a
“Community Entryway” street along the south end of the
central plaza, and “Community Downtown” streets along the
west and north edges of the plaza.

Figure 6.5 Conceptual Downtown
With angled parking

The proposed streets are defined in Table 6A.1. A Community
Entryway street with four lanes and two-way traffic should serve
as the main entry way to the Downtown Commercial Area. This
street may also be used as the main entrance route for trucks
when making deliveries to commercial businesses. The
Community Downtown street along the west end of the plaza
should be two-way traffic heading north and south with diagonal
parking along both sides. The Community Downtown street
along the north end of the plaza shall be one-way heading east to
connect with the Highway. Diagonal parking should be
integrated along both sides.

KCCP Policy 6B.1.2: Amend the Zoning Ordinance to allow shared parking for
mixed use businesses where parking demands do not overlap.

Businesses should provide adequate parking along the Community Downtown streets and behind the
mixed use buildings. Parking standards should be eased when proposed commercial uses are planned
for mixed use buildings can demonstrate that times of business operation do not overlap.

KCCP Policy 6B.1.3: New commercial development shall install bicycle
parking into the site and/or building design.

Many frequently used destinations, such as stores and public facilities, have Figure 6.6 Bike rack

limited bicycle parking. Downtown commercial and public facility uses shall

be required to provide bicycle parking facilities provide safe bicycle locking

areas and encourage alternative transportation modes.
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Chapter 6

C. RESIDENTIAL CIRCULATION

The existing residential is designed with a grid street pattern. However, inftrastructure improvements
such as sidewalks, curb and gutter, and planting strips are non-existence. Street design standards are
necessary to create the type of streets that integrate street features in creating a neighborhood.

KCCP GOAL 6C Build streets that create a neighborhood feel within the
Residential Area of the community.

KCCP OBJECTIVE 6C.1
Implement residential streets and infrastructure that provide the necessary
improvements and settings for the community desired neighborhood
streetscape and safety.

Kettleman City residents desire slower traffic and safer streets. Many community residents have
expressed concern over the exceedingly fast speeds that motorists travel within the residential area.
Existing streets have few improvements and create environments that are conducive to fast driving
while at the same time detrimental to safe pedestrian and bicyclist usage.

KCCP Policy 6C.1.1: New residential development within the Residential
Phased Growth Areas shall be developed according to the
Community Street Design Standards.

The residential area is planned to contain “Community Collector” and “Community Local” street
types. Community Collectors serve as the residential area’s main connecting access roadways, while
the Community Local streets connect all adjoining areas. The two main collectors (Milham Street and
General Petroleum Avenue) will be extended to serve as main connectors with the Highway.

KCCP Policy 6A.1.2: Enhance pedestrian infrastructure by requiring
sidewalks, tree lined streets, and traffic calming
crossings to balance both car and people use the
neighborhood streets.

New residential streets will be required to include sidewalks and planting strips to promote walkable
neighborhoods and separation from the roadway. Traffic calming measures should also be used along
intersections and possibly midway along residential neighborhood blocks.

KCCP Policy 6C.1.3: Community street design shall integrate short street
frontage for buildings.

New residential growth areas are planned as compact residential neighborhoods which will require the
buildings to utilize more of the lot square footage. Sidewalks and planting strips will provide 4.5 to 5
feet of public right of way frontage which should be considered as part of the frontage requirements
for new residential construction. Additional frontage will be required, however, the zoning ordinance
should be amended to allow shorter street side frontage for compact residential development areas.
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Kettleman City Community Plan

KCCP Policy 6C.1.4: Infill residential development shall make street
improvements that are compatible with adjacent existing
development and tie into adjacent streets.

Kettleman City has dilapidated roadway paving conditions and faded roadway striping which
increases the residents’ exposure to dangerous traffic conditions. Poor roadway conditions make
driving and bicycling difficult. Repaving and re-striping roadways creates a relatively simple
improvement to enhance existing conditions. The community also has limited curb and gutter
infrastructure. Winter months pose additional safety concerns where streets without curbs and gutters
have no diversion of standing water on streets, which leads to flooding. These conditions can make
walking, driving, and bicycling on these streets unsafe, if not impossible at times. As new development
and redevelopment occurs in Kettleman City, new development will be required to provide partial
infrastructure improvement along certain segments of existing streets.

Infill residential development should integrate street improvements according to the “Existing
Collector” or “Existing Local” street classifications. These improvements should tie into other
adjacent streets and leverage new construction to begin implementing necessary street improvements
in existing neighborhoods.

D. HIGHWAY CIRCULATION

KCCP GOAL 6D Facilitate managed Highway traffic flows and improved
safety for motorists and pedestrians.

KCCP OBJECTIVE 6D.1

Enhance the Highway 41 corridor to allow safe and efficient traffic flows
while also providing neighborhood street accessibility and accommodating
the Community’s need for heightened pedestrian safety at key highway
crossings.

KCCP Policy 6D.1.1: Pursue design alternatives with Caltrans for the State
Highway 41 right of way at the General Petroleum
Avenue/State Highway 41 intersection within the Residential
Area to increase safety for Elementary School children and
other pedestrians crossing the highway.

Caltrans has indicated that there is no sufficient population or commercial activity to warrant any
major intersection changes. However, all possible design feature options should be explored to
determine what alternatives are possibly acceptable to Caltrans. Some options that may work include
a more visible marked crossing, a solar panel flashing pedestrian crossing light, or ridged roadway
surface, all of which are currently used by Caltrans to increase travel safety in other regions. These
possible options would act to bring more driver attention to this community and serve to slow them
down while not restricting the flow of traffic. The aim is to increase safety for pedestrians crossing the
highway, and for residents entering and exiting the community.

KCCP Policy 6D.1.2: Work with Caltrans to improve State Highway 41 connections
to local streets, through improvements to through streets,
traffic signs, and other community safety features.
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Chapter 6

State Highway 41 cuts directly through the Kettleman City Community and can positively or
negatively affect the community. On one hand, the residential streets provide direct connection to the
Highway and increases direct access. On the other hand, travel speeds and unsafe maneuvering
around turning vehicles pose significant safety issues to residents crossing the Highway on foot or
turning into the residential area by car.

KCCP Policy 6D.1.3: Pursue signalization of the intersection at General Petroleum
Avenue and Highway 41 once Planned Growth Phase C is
ready to develop.

Pedestrian and vehicle traffic levels will have substantially increased after Growth Phase Areas A and

B have developed, and with the onset of pending growth occurring in Phase C the justification for a
signalized intersection may be warranted.

E. TRANSPORTATION

KCCP GOAL 6E Increase public transportation accessibility for residents
and workers within the Community.

KCCP OBJECTIVE 6E.1
Enhance residents’ accessibility to public transportation options.

KCCP Policy 6E.1.1: The Kings Area Rapid Transit (KART) routes should be
reviewed and coordinated to better accommodate the mass
transit needs of Kettleman City residents.

The existing Kings Area Rapid Transit (KART) system is an affordable method of travel for many
Kettleman City residents. KART fares are currently $1.50 for each ride. The KART system, however,
has many aspects that presently provide little convenience to residents. For example, the bus arrives
in Hanford 5 minutes after the bus leaves Hanford headed for Visalia. There is service to Hanford on
the Hanford-Avenal route, with buses leaving for Hanford at 8:10am, 1:10pm, and 2:25pm. As the
population of Kettleman City continues to grow, KART services should be re-evaluated to determine
whether there are increased unmet public transportation needs within the community. KART routes
should provide access to higher education facilities, areas of employment and other critical services.

Use of this public transportation system for work or school related bus ridership is not practical.
Possible changes to the KART bus system should be considered to better County residents in outlying
areas such as Kettleman City. Adjustment of the northbound pick up times and routes could increase
ridership and reliability on this system, and allow residents to transfer buses for alternate destinations
in a timelier manner. By timing transfers better and adjusting the route to have a stop at West Hills
Community College, Kettleman City residents will have expanded opportunities to commute to work
or class without having to drive their own vehicle.

According to Kettleman City resident responses to a community survey, many of the respondents
currently drive by themselves to and from work/school every day. About half of the respondents
indicated that if more convenient KART services were available, they might use them. A number of
people who indicated that they do not work indicated that their use of the bus is mostly done for
pharmacy/medical or shopping purposes.
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Kettleman City Community Plan

Figure 6.7 Recommended KART bus route modification

HANFORD - AVENAL | [emoe

GOLD ROUTE - wseom Bus Stop at 555 Callege Drive

(Parada de Camidn en 555 College
Drive)

a Coalinga (WHCC))

KCCP Policy 6E.1.2: Seek to install a permanent shelter at the current bus stop
located at the corner of General Petroleum and Becky Pease
Street or within the new Dowtown Commercial Area Plaza.

The existing bus stop at General Petroleum Avenue and Becky Pease Street should include a bus
shelter to increase resident convenience and draw towards using this bus service. As new
development takes form in the planned Downtown Commercial Area, a more permanent bus shelter
should be integrated into the pedestrian streetscape along the western edge of the planned central
plaza.

KCCP Policy 6E.1.3: The AITS Program and other car or van pooling programs
should be promoted within the community to encourage
Kettleman City residents participation in these programs.

The AITS program provides vanpool transportation opportunities to those employees working in the
agricultural commercial operations. Other van-pool and car-pool programs exist as well, and these
programs should be promoted within the Kettleman City Community to increase resident awareness
of these programs. Efforts should be made to assist the community in better utilizing these
transportation alternatives.
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COMMUNITY HEALTH & SAFETY

The residents of Kettleman City voiced their concerns over safety issues they experience in living
within the community. Overwhelmingly, there exists a desire of residents to have a stronger law
enforcement presence to make the community a safer place to live, reduce gang and drug related
activity, reduce and control the number of stray animals roaming the streets, and to increase bicycle
and pedestrian safety along community streets and especially along Highway 41.

A. LAW ENFORCEMENT

KCCP GOAL 7A Provide a safe and healthy small town community
environment in which residents can peacefully live, work,
and play.

There is currently a Sheriff's substation located in Kettleman City and deputy sheriffs assigned to this
substation work 12-hour days and cover a wider area beyond the community. They are assigned to
cover Kettleman City as well as the area south to the Kern County line and along Interstate 5. They
also serve as back up to the City of Avenal which contracts with the County Sheriff’'s Department for
law enforcement services. There is currently 24-hour coverage, but due to the wide area allocated to
the sheriff, law enforcement is not present enough in Kettleman City to provide the community
desired level of service. The community has expressed a concern and need for increased sheriff
presence in Kettleman City due to constant suspicious activity known throughout the community.
Marked vehicles and sheriff presence will help to deter suspicious activity, including narcotics
distribution and gang activity, two of Kettleman City’s greatest concerns. Enhanced community safety
is essential to long term success of commercial business investment and attraction of more middle-
income residents that ultimately support the community’s vision for its future.

KCCP OBJECTIVE 7A.1
Provide sufficient law enforcement to protect residents from personal and
property crimes.

KCCP Policy 7A.1.1:  Promote community safety by providing sufficient sheriff
patrol coverage to provide 20 minute or faster response time
to priority emergency calls.

Sheriff units are assigned wide areas of coverage and the substation in Kettleman City is rarely used,
both of which give residents the impression that Sheriff Deputies are not readily available to the
community. By ensuring a consistent and reasonable response time, residents are afforded more
reassurance in the adequacy of their community’s law enforcement coverage.
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Kettleman City Community Plan

KCCP Policy 7A.1.2:  New development should be evaluated for the extent of impact
it may have in relation to the adequacy of the Sheriff's
Department to provide adequate patrols necessary to cover
the additional population.

An evaluation of Sheriff coverage in relation the community’s growing population is necessary to
determine the need and justification for additional Sheriff service. Additional Deputies may be
needed as growth occurs and the County should consider the hiring of additional Deputies to cover
this potential future deficit. On average, other rural communities in the State aim to have one on-duty
peace officer per every 1,000 residents in the county. Given this factor, Kettleman City should have 1.5
Deputies on duty to serve the existing community. Future build out may require a substantial increase
in Deputy coverage if the community is able to grow to 10,000 residents.

KCCP Policy 7A.1.3:  The Sheriff’'s Department should encourage Deputies assigned
to Kettleman City to participate in the community’s functions,
and actively promote safety by implementing community
safety programs.

A positive law enforcement presence in the community helps to build positive relations with at-risk
youth, and acts to deter suspicious activity, including narcotics distribution and gang activity.
Community policing is a philosophy in which law enforcement is seen as part of the community. This
type of policing helps to create a positive relationship and build trust between the community
members and law enforcement.

KCCP Policy 7A.1.4: Implement a Citizens on Patrol program and/or a
Neighborhood Watch program through the Kings County
Sheriff’'s Department.

A Citizens on Patrol program is encouraged to enable qualified community members to assist law
enforcement personnel in policing their community. A Neighborhood Watch program also promotes
community safety and is encouraged to involve concerned community members that will serve as the
eyes and ears to law enforcement.

KCCP Policy 7A.1.5:  Ensure traffic enforcement is adequately provided along State
Highway 41 by the California Highway Patrol.

The County assigns traffic enforcement responsibility within the unincorporated areas of the County
to the California Highway Patrol (CHP). The Hanford CHP office covers most of Kings County.
However, the Coaling CHP office is responsible for covering Kettleman City and Avenal areas along
with a large coverage area of western Fresno County. Having coverage from an out of County CHP
office creates challenges to establishing a coordinated approach to dealing with traffic enforcement in
the Kettleman area. Increased efforts should be made to bring attention to the ongoing chronic
speeding that occurs along State Highway 41 within the 45 mile an hour speed zone, and need for
stronger CHP presence in Kettleman City. Inquiries with many travelers indicates that most are
unaware of the residential community and perceive the highway as only a route to quickly travel
through. The commercial area is typically recognized as the main area to slow down because of the
heavy traffic entering and exiting the highway, and the street lighted intersection.
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B. FIRE PROTECTION AND EMERGENCY MEDICAL

Figure 7.1
Kettleman City residents have expressed overwhelming support for the level of  Kings County

service they currently receive from County Fire Station No. 9 personnel. Many Fire Badge
residents expressed gratitude for the active role that Fire Department personnel
have in working with the community. Timely response calls and a permanent
presence in the community have served to reinforce a quality presence and high level
of service to residents. The community’s main desire is for service levels to remain
the same as the community grows.

w, FIRE DEPT.

KCCP GOAL 7B Continue to provide quality service for fire protection and
emergency medical response in the community.

KCCP OBJECTIVE 7B.1
Expand the Fire Department Station personnel and equipment as the
community grows to maintain the current level of service.

KCCP Policy 7B.1.1: Fire Department staffing at the Kettleman City Fire Station
No. 9 shall increase to maintain four firefighters on station
when the New Downtown Mixed Use is built out or according
to population increases through new residential development.
2,500 - 3,000 residents shall require 3 firefighters on station,
and 3,500 - 4,000 shall require a total of 4 firefighters on
station.

The Kings County Fire Department personnel have developed positive relationships with
Kettleman City residents and residents are satisfied with their current level of fire and first aid
services. This level of services could decrease as population and developed land area increase. In
order to maintain Kettleman City’s current high level of fire and first aid services, the level of Fire
Department service should be evaluated at each Planned Growth Phase of development to
determine the need for additional services and funding.

In order to sufficiently meet National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) 1710 Standards and Cal
OSHA requirements, four firefighters will be required at Fire Station No. 9. Currently two
firefighters are on station, but also cover a larger territory than just Kettleman City which extends
out to the Kern County line, Avenal, Stratford and other locales requesting mutual aid. Cal OSHA
requires 4 firefighters to be present when firefighters need to enter and search a burning building.

KCCP Policy 7B.1.2:  New Commercial and Residential structures shall require a
development impact fee for Fire Department Services and
property assessment to support additional Fire staff.

The Kings County Fire Department Station No. 9 in Kettleman City is only staffed with two
fulltime firefighters at any given time. This staffing level is not sufficient to maintain service levels
if additional commercial or residential development occurs. In order to support the necessary
services and staffing, impact fees and assessments will be needed on new development.
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Kettleman City Community Plan

KCCP Policy 7B.1.3: New structures shall not exceed two stories in height unless
adequate fire equipment is provided that can reach beyond
two stories or other alternatives are found acceptable to the
Kings County Fire Department.

The Kings County Fire Department Fire Truck stationed at Fire Station No. 9 has a 24’ ladder that
can reach a height of 20’ or two story building. This equipment can adequately accommodate
existing structures within the community. Any new structures proposed to build beyond two
stories would require a Fire Truck with a more extendable ladder than is currently available in the
community.

KCCP Policy 7B.1.4: Water pressure necessary to support new development shall
be required to support a 1,000 gallon per minute/2 hour
duration for Residential, and a 1,500 gallon per minute/2
hour duration for Commercial.

As new development is anticipated to occur after the new water system comes online in the
community, associated new water service infrastructure shall be designed and constructed to
support the necessary water pressure for Fire Protection services.

KCCP OBJECTIVE 7B.2
Provide emergency medical services in the community to meet the needs of a
growing population.

KCCP Policy 7B.2.1: Emergency medical services such as an Ambulance should be
considered for placement In the community once the
population reaches 6,400.

The Fire Department currently has trained staff to perform basic EMT services and the Sky Life
medical transport helicopter is permanently stationed behind County Fire Station No. 4 southeast of
Hanford. In case of a major emergency, the Sky Life helicopter can be deployed to the Kettleman City
community within 10-20 minutes. However, consideration for a permanent ambulance should occur
once the population meets a certain threshold. Stationing an ambulance and emergency medical
technicians within the Fire Station or in their own facility in Kettleman City would increase the level of
emergency medical service for Kettleman City residents. There are no medical facilities located in
Kettleman City except for a mobile clinic that visits on a weekly basis. Once Kettleman City’s
population reaches 9,841 (Phase C of buildout), efforts should be made to develop an emergency
medical center.

C. PEDESTRIAN SAFETY

Kettleman City residents expressed critical concern for a very un-safe highway crossing, unprotected
access between the residential area and commercial area, and general lack of pedestrian safety from
vehicle traffic throughout the community.

KCCP GOAL 7C Establish safe routes for pedestrians within the community.
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KCCP OBJECTIVE 7C.1

Safety features should be implemented along critical pedestrian crossings
with the State Highway 41 crossing at General Petroleum Avenue made a
priority.

Travelers along State Highway 41 often travel through Kettleman City without giving any notice to the
existing community. Highway travelers indicate that it's often difficult to slow down in the
community since the traffic generally travels faster than the posted speed limit. When a driver does
slow down, this often encourages more unsafe conditions because the motorist behind will typically
attempt to pass, or the oncoming traffic will not slow down or stop. This leaves pedestrians at the
mercy of highway traffic unpredictable and unsafe.

KCCP Policy 7C.1.1:  Secure funding through the Kings County Association of
Governments, Caltrans or other grant funds to install traffic
calming or other safety features at State Highway 41 and
General Petroleum Avenue.

Figure 7.2 Aerial photo with proposed crosswalk location
Caltrans was invited and attended -
community meetings to discuss the
unsafe pedestrian access across
State Highway 41 at General
Petroleum Avenue. Although the
speed limit through the residential
area is posted at 45 m.p.h., highway
travelers heading between the
valley and the coast often travel at
speeds much faster than the posted = 1%
speed limit and at times reach 70 o T % e ﬁ'
m.p.h. Given this situation, 3 el ASSE
Caltrans has offered little in the 1 .o~
way of suggestions for ‘ 'E. '
improvement and has essentially
left it in the hands of the County to
develop a solution that of course
must meet the standards and
approval of Caltrans. This key
intersection is the main crossing
for residents crossing to the small
convenience stores, and more
importantly for elementary school
aged students crossing to attend
the Kettleman City Elementary School. However, Kettleman City does not meet requirements for
pedestrian and vehicular traffic required by Caltrans Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices
(MUTCD). Safe Routes to School Grant funds will be considered as a possible funding solution to a
yet unknown highway feature.
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KCCP Policy 7C.1.2: Pursue design alternatives with Caltrans for the State
Highway 41 right of way within the Residential Area and the
General Petroleum Avenue and highway intersection.

Caltrans has indicated that there is no sufficient population or commercial activity to warrant any
major intersection changes. However, all possible design feature options should be explored to
determine what alternatives are possibly acceptable to Caltrans. Some options that may work include
a more visible marked crossing, a solar panel flashing pedestrian crossing light, or ridged roadway
surface, all of which are currently used by Caltrans to increase travel safety in other regions. These
possible options would act to bring more driver attention to this community and serve to slow them
down while not restricting the flow of traffic. The aim is to increase safety for pedestrians crossing the
highway, and for residents entering and exiting the community.

KCCP Policy 7C.1.3:  Monitor accident rates and speeds along Highway 41 within
the Residential Area to prompt adequate response from State
Agencies with responsibility over highway maintenance and
traffic safety.

Highway 41 cuts through the residential area of Kettleman City and residents have expressed critical
concern over the speed of traffic and unsafe conditions that pedestrians are faced with. Maintenance
and traffic enforcement for this Highway are both under the responsibility of State Agencies and in
general are not directly responsive to the local needs of residents. The County is charged with
planning for the Community’s long term growth needs and therefore should track incidences along
this highway strip to provide documentation for when working with State Agencies.

KCCP Policy 7C.1.4: Pursue signalization of the intersection at General Petroleum
Avenue and Highway 41 once Planned Growth Phase C is
proposed for development.

Pedestrian and vehicle traffic levels will have substantially increased after Growth Phase Areas A and
B have developed, and with the onset of pending growth occurring in Phase C the justification for a
signalized intersection may be warranted.

KCCP Policy 7C.1.5: Coordinate with the Kettleman Elementary School to have a
crossing guard to monitor the crosswalk at General Petroleum
Avenue between 7 a.m. to 8:30 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. to 4
p.m.

Currently, the only pedestrian crossing across Highway 41 is a painted crosswalk at General Petroleum
Ave. Approximately 20 students cross the highway twice a day to attend Kettleman City Elementary
School. The intersection of General Petroleum and Highway 41 was identified by residents as a central
location to cross the highway. The elementary school is also located on this street and therefore serves
as a major school crossing in Kettleman City.
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D. BUILT ENVIRONMENT SAFETY

As Kettleman City grows and develops, new residential and new commercial areas should
incorporate crime prevention features into the built environment. Crime Prevention
Through Environmental Design (CPTED) is recommended to incorporate “the proper
design and effective use of the built environment which may lead to a reduction in the fear

and incidence of crime, and an improvement of the quality of life.” - National Crime [Bstties

. . PREVENTIGN
Prevention Institute COUNCIL

KCCP GOAL 7D Build a safer community to encourage and maintain
business interests and foster a safer overall community
environment for residents and visitors.

KCCP OBJECTIVE 7D.1
Increase community street lighting to enhance neighborhood and downtown
community safety.

KCCP Policy 7D.1.1: New residential neighborhoods shall install street lighting to
increase neighborhood illumination.

Street lighting will enable residents to traverse Kettleman City streets in the evening and at night with
a heightened level of safety and comfort. Currently, there is limited street lighting in the residential
areas of town, which discourages residents from walking at night.

KCCP Policy 7D.1.2: Street lighting shall be integrated into the Downtown
Commercial Area along pedestrian streetscapes, the central
plaza, and along main roadways that connect to the
Residential Area to the north.

Downtown Commercial Area design should incorporate street lighting into the streetscape to provide
an enhanced sense of safety to the public while also serving as a deterrent to criminal elements.

KCCP OBJECTIVE 7D.2

Promote the application and strategies of Crime Prevention Through
Environmental Design (CPTED) as a means of enhancing crime prevention in
the community.

KCCP Policy 7D.2.1: New residential and commercial development shall
incorporate where practical the following CPTED design
strategies into their project.

The Four Strategies of CPTED

1. Natural Surveillance - A design concept directed primarily at keeping intruders easily
observable. Promoted by features that maximize visibility of people, parking areas and building
entrances: doors and windows that look out on to streets and parking areas; pedestrian-friendly
sidewalks and streets; front porches; adequate nighttime lighting.
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2. Territorial Reinforcement - Physical design can create or extend a sphere of influence.
Users then develop a sense of territorial control while potential offenders, perceiving this control,
are discouraged. Promoted by features that define property lines and distinguish private spaces
from public spaces using landscape plantings, pavement designs, gateway treatments, and
"CPTED" fences.

3. Natural Access Control - A design concept directed primarily at decreasing crime
opportunity by denying access to crime targets and creating in offenders a perception of risk.
Gained by designing streets, sidewalks, building entrances and neighborhood gateways to clearly
indicate public routes and discouraging access to private areas with structural elements.

4. Target Hardening - Accomplished by features that prohibit entry or access: window locks,
dead bolts for doors, interior door hinges.

CPTED theories contend that law enforcement officers, architects, city/county planners, landscape
and interior designers and resident volunteers can create a climate of safety in a community, right
from the start. CPTED’s goal is to prevent crime through designing a physical environment that
positively influences human behavior — people who use the area regularly perceive it as safe, and
would-be criminals see the area as a highly risky place to commit crime.

We live with crime every day. It has become, unfortunately, a fact of life. Discussions on the
subject have traditionally focused much less on crime prevention than on arrest and punishment;
measures that cannot be taken until after a crime has been committed. Only in the last 20 years
have designers and architects begun to see the need to plan and build with more in mind than just
the traditional threats of nature: fire, earthquakes and hurricanes. They must now consider the
threat of crime.

Enter a new approach to crime prevention - Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design - or
CPTED. Much more far-reaching than dead bolts on doors and locks on windows, CPTED crime
prevention principles can be applied easily and inexpensively to building or remodeling, and have
been implemented in communities across the nation. The results have been impressive; in some
CPTED communities, criminal activity has decreased by as much as 40 percent. What is the secret
to CPTED crime prevention? Design that eliminates or reduces criminal behavior and at the same
time encourages people to "keep an eye out" for each other. These are just a few of the ingredients
that go into creating an effective CPTED crime prevention environment; that is, a safer more
livable community. Additional information on CPTED can be found at www.cpted-watch.com.

E. HEALTHY EATING OPPORTUNITIES

The Kettleman City Commercial Area has a high concentration of fast-food restaurants and little to no
healthy eating options exist within the Residential Area of the community. In coordination with the
County Public Health Department, City and Community planning efforts are carrying forward an
increased awareness of how the built environment impacts the health and well being of residents.
Nationwide and locally, there is an increasing number of youth and adults that are experiencing health
complications related to obesity and diabetes. Efforts are being made to improve the health of City
and Community residents and looks to make changes in the built environment to increase physical
activity and the availability of health foods such as fresh fruits and vegetables with the community.
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KCCP GOAL 7E Provide healthy eating options within the community to
serve the daily needs of residents.

KCCP OBJECTIVE 7E.1

Encourage and facilitate the provision of healthy eating opportunities within
the Downtown Commercial Area, while restricting fast-food businesses to the
Highway Commercial Area.

KCCP Policy 7E.1.1: The Downtown Mixed Use Zone District within the Downtown
Commercial Area shall allow eating establishments to be
permitted through a Site Plan Review Permit when the
business can demonstrate that it provides more progressive
healthier food options.

The Kettleman City residential area of the community lacks restaurants and grocery stores. Residents
have to travel approximately 30 miles north to Lemoore to buy groceries and other household items.
In creating a new Downtown, Kettleman City has an opportunity to bring in these types of businesses.
Given this opportunity and the need for increased community health, eating establishments locating
in the Downtown area should be businesses that provide healthy food options for residents.

KCCP Policy 7E.1.2: Fast-food establishments shall be limited to locating within
the Highway Commercial Area of the Kettleman City
Community.

The Kettleman City Highway Commercial Area located along State Highway 41 at Interstate 5 has a
high concentration of fast-food businesses. A total of 7 fast-food businesses, 1 restaurant, and four gas
stations with mini-marts. A few other miscellaneous retail businesses are also located within this
area. This area mainly serves highway travelers, and provides quick drive-thru service for food and
drinks. These food services are recognized as suited to the highway commercial nature of this part of
the community. These types of services should therefore remain within this highway commercial area.

KCCP OBJECTIVE 7E.2
Increase resident access to fresh fruits and vegetables within the community.

KCCP Policy 7E.2.1:  Allow temporary fresh fruits and vegetable markets to operate
within common open space areas within the community when
coordinated with the County and KCCSD.

Farmers market or other fresh produce markets should be allowed to temporarily establish
themselves within the community as a regular weekly or monthly event. This will increase the
access of residents to fresh fruits and vegetables and improve the health eating opportunities
available to the community.

KCCP Policy 7E.2.2: Allow businesses within the Downtown Commercial Area to
add sales of fresh fruits and vegetables as an accessory use
that is Permitted under the Downtown Mixed Use Zone
District.
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Small businesses may be able to diversify their economic base by ure 7'_ FSh duce
providing limited quantities of fresh produce in addition to their §*= i

main line of business which may or may not be food related. This
allowance will increase the opportunities for residents to be able
to purchase fresh produce within the community and reduce the
number of vehicle trips to outlying areas such as Lemoore or
Hanford where community residents buy their food items and

other daily necessities.

KCCP Policy 7E.2.3:  Allow residential areas to establish community gardens.

Community gardens provide opportunities to increase the availability of fresh produce to
local residents. This type of community based effort should be allowed within the residential
area of the community to place produce in areas of close proximity to residences.

F. ANIMAL CONTROL

Figure 7.4 Stray dogs

The Kettleman City Community currently has a large concern
regarding the abundant number of stray animals on the streets. The
current Animal Control service does not concentrate enough service
to the area, resulting in a large population of strays. Having more
frequent patrols, at least two times per week, designated to
Kettleman City will greatly reduce the stray animal population and
increase the overall safety of residents as a walkable community. The
County requires animals to be licensed. If animals are caught without
tags, the owner can be issued a notice requiring them to get their animal licensed, or they could be
issued a citation right away, depending on the situation. More strict regulations will encourage
owners to license their animals and reduce the prevalence of strays.

KCCP GOAL 7F Enhance pedestrian safety by removing the presence of
stray animals within the community.

KCCP OBJECTIVE 7F.1
Increase frequency of animal control patrols in Kettleman City in order to
identify and remove stray animals promptly.

KCCP Policy 7F.1.1:  Priority for Animal Control services should be directed to the
County’s concentrated urban communities such as Kettleman
City to provide more effective levels of service to a greater
number of residents in the County.

The Kings County Sheriff Department has an Animal Control Division, located in Hanford at the
station headquarters. Animal Control has a staff of five officers who are responsible for services
such as patrolling county roads, responding to public complaints about stray, diseased, dead, and
harmful animals, investigation of animal bites, and public education on county ordinances. The
County has also recently authorized an increase in the number of Animal Control staff which will
allow the county to be patrolled more frequently and reduce the number of strays. Reducing the
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number of stray animals on the streets will reduce disease transported by animals, and reduce
stray animal attacks on citizens and thereby increase overall community pedestrian safety. The
County with increased Animal Control Division staff should make it a priority to enhance the
safety of the County’s most densely populated unincorporated communities.

KCCP Policy 7F.1.2:  Designate two days per week for animal control patrols to visit
Kettleman City.

Kettleman City residents have expressed uncertainty in regards to Animal Control addressing the
removal of stray dogs within the community. The Kings County Sheriff Department should
designate two days per week that it will provide patrols in Kettleman City to build confidence in
community residents that animal control services will be delivered to the community. This also
provides a predictable timeframe that residents can expect their complaints to be addressed.
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CHAPTER — 8 —

RESOURCE CONSERVATION

The predominant resources within the community planning area include surrounding prime
agricultural land, water, air quality, cultural resources, and biological resources.

A. AGRICULTURE

Prime agricultural land surrounds Kettleman City to the north, east and portions of the west. A
substantial private investment has been made in new orchards across the California Aqueduct
immediately west of the existing residential community and beyond the planned residential
growth areas. North and east of the residential area, the land is farmed with rotating fieldcrops.
According to the Department of Conservation 2004 Important Farmland Map, Prime Farmland
and Farmland of Statewide Importance exist within the planned residential growth areas. Only
those areas east of the residential community in planned growth area Phase C have “Williamson”
Act Contracts.

KCCP GOAL 8A Protect prime agricultural land from untimely conversion
and un-orderly urban growth.

KCCP OBJECTIVE 8A.1

Preserve prime farmland not needed to accommodate planned urban area
growth, and allow agricultural practices to continue in phased growth areas
until such time as development is ready to proceed.

KCCP Policy 8A.1.1:  Encourage infill development and compact growth for all new
areas planned for residential and commercial development.

The prioritizing of infill development first and the requirement for more compact development
within the new growth areas will limit the outward growth pressure on adjacent prime farmland.
Growth Phase A is bordered along the northwest by the Tulare Lake Basin Water Storage District
Canal which acts as a natural buffer between the planned residential area and orchards to the
west.

KCCP Policy 8A.1.2: Residential growth beyond the Phased New Growth Areas
shall be discouraged until such time as the community has
reached full build out of new growth areas and a
comprehensive analysis has been done to determine the need
for and extent of additional growth.

This policy seeks to restrict outward growth pressure on prime farmland beyond the areas planned

for future growth. This will act to direct development to those areas that the community and
County have determined to be the least intrusive upon prime farmland.
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KCCP Policy 8A.1.3:  Amend the County’s Zoning Ordinance to specifically allow
the continued agricultural farming practices on properties
within the Kettleman City Community Plan Growth Phases
until such time as development applications have been
approved by the County.

Allowing farming practices to continue within areas planned for growth will allow agricultural
production to occur for as long as possible before conversion to another land use is imminent.

B. WATER CONSERVATION

Water quality and quantity are of critical concern to the community since the well water that KCCSD
draw from do not meet current EPA Standards and are considered unhealthy. The proposed water
treatment facility will provide the community with the ability to treat surface water into a potable
water source for community residents and businesses. However, the project water availability will not
provide the needed capacity to serve the entire community at build out. New water sources should be
secured and conservation efforts should be integrated into the community’s use of this valuable
resource.

KCCP GOAL 8B Ensure sustainable sources of quality water are available to
provide necessary water service to the existing and planned
future growth areas of the community.

KCCP OBJECTIVE 8B.1
Increase water conservation efforts within the community to maximize
utilization of the Community’s valuable water resources.

KCCP Policy 8B.1.1: Require all new development to install water meters and
encourage the Kettleman City Community Services District to
migrate existing water customers to water meters.

Certain water source agencies such as the Bureau of Reclamation have specific guidelines for
communities that receive Federal or State water which may include the requirement of water users to
be on meters. As Cities and Communities grow throughout the valley, more strain is likely to be
placed on this finite resource and future requirements are likely to involve the use of water meters to
tier usage charges and encourage conservation. The Community could better position itself for these
possible requirements by phasing in water meters as new growth occurs.

KCCP Policy 8B.1.2  Design water and irrigation lines for Agricultural/Open Space
areas and new parks to install “Purple” reclaimed water lines
that can tie into the waste water treatment facility.

As the new growth areas expand and Agriculture/Open Space areas are added, “Purple” reclaimed
water lines should be installed so that they may ultimately tie into and use reclaimed water from the
waste water treatment facility. Initial growth areas within Phase A and B would be too far from the
wastewater treatment facility and should be allowed to initially connect to the community’s potable
water source. Once development of Phase C begins, the water lines should be switched over to utilize
reclaimed water from the wastewater facility.
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Chapter 8

KCCP Policy 8B.1.3  Coordinate with the Kettleman Community Services District
to explore options for integrating reclaimed water usage
within new growth areas.

New community growth areas present opportunities for the community to use reclaimed wastewater
on green spaces such as lawns, planters, medians and other vegetative covers throughout the
community. The possible integration of this secondary non-potable water line, however, is dependent
upon the Kettleman City Community Services District’s willingness to participate. The District should
be encouraged to explore this secondary water service line since it will likely become more necessary
to provide alternative water sources to serve the community as water availability becomes scarcer.

C. AIRQUALITY

Air quality is recognized as a major concern throughout the San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution
Control District Region, and is of significant concern to the residents in Kettleman City. Several
sources of pollutants have been identified by community representatives and include major
industries, interstate vehicle and truck traffic, and agricultural practices. Residents expressed
concern over the negative effects of emissions resulting from diesel engines, agricultural
pesticides, biosolids, and dust.

KCCP GOAL 8C Achieve a “satisfactory” air quality rating within the
community as defined by the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA)

KCCP OBJECTIVE 8C.1
Monitor air quality within the community and build improvements in the
community to reduce air emissions and impacts.

KCCP Policy 8C.1.1: Require all new development in the Phased Growth Areas to
plant trees along the Agricultural Buffers as defined in the
Kettleman City Community Plan.

Pesticides are used on agricultural fields around Kettleman City and therefore present agriculture-
related air pollutants. Tree belts can effectively be used to help screen some of these pollutants
and dust from residential areas and thereby reduce the agriculture related air impacts experienced
by residents.

KCCP Policy 8C.1.2: Require all new residential, commercial and industrial
developments to implement emissions reduction efforts that
target mobile sources, stationary sources and construction
related sources.

Using the best practices in emissions reduction on new developments will ensure that new growth
does not negatively detract from the air quality that Kettleman City residents must live in.

KCCP Policy 8C.1.3: Encourage Kettleman City CSD to partner with Waste
Management’s Chemical Waste Management facility to use the
Facility’s portable air quality monitor air quality within the
community once per month.
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Kettleman City should have the ability to monitor air quality that could be compared to other
communities within the County. Air quality information can then serve as a base line of
information to determine the extent of air quality in the community and on into the future. The
results of this information can then be used to determine whether additional measures are needed
to improve air quality for the community. All efforts should be made to ensure that new
development within the community does not substantially increase the amount of pollutants
within the community. Chemical Waste Management, Inc. should be approached to determine the
possibility for collaboration in using portable monitoring station once or more per month.

D. CULTURAL RESOURCES

Kettleman City is situated near the historic Tulare Lake Basin which was known to have many
Native American settlements around its shoreline. Senate Bill 18 requires that sufficient
notification be given to local tribes on all general plan amendments and updates. In recognition of
this region’s history, new development within this Community Plan’s new growth areas should
occur in a manner that is cognizant and respectful of this region’s historical Native American ties.

KCCP GOAL 8D Preserve archaeological, cultural and historic resources,
and treat all historic human remains and artifacts with
dignity and respect.

KCCP OBJECTIVE 8D.1

Ensure archaeological, cultural and historic resources are immediately
identified to reduce the chance of disruption or destruction, and provide
earliest notification to responsible parties of interest.

KCCP Policy 8D.1.1: New development within the Kettleman City Community
Planning Area shall be required to provide onsite monitoring
for archeological, cultural and historic remains and artifacts
when ever earth moving construction activities commence.
Monitoring shall be done by an individual or firm that is
found acceptable by the Tachi Yokut Tribe based at the Santa
Rosa Rancheria.

This policy will ensure that the earliest identification of findings is made and that earliest notification
possible is made to tribal representatives.

KCCP Policy 8D.1.2: If any discoveries are made, construction shall immediately
cease and the nature of the finding determined. The local
tribe(s) as identified by the California Native American
Heritage Commission shall be immediately notified and
allowed the opportunity to evaluate the findings.

If remains, artifacts or other cultural resources are discovered, the tribal representatives will be
afforded the opportunity to ensure that these discoveries are treated with dignity and respect as
defined by their tribal customs.
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E. BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES

Kettleman City is within an area known to have a high probability of rare or endangered species.
The protection of these species is important to the County and State and therefore these resources
are acknowledged as an important resource that must be addressed within this Community
Planning Area.

KCCP GOAL 8E Protect biological resources of significance within the
Community Planning Area.

KCCP OBJECTIVE 8E.1
Prevent the disturbance and or destruction of rare or endangered species
from encroachment of new development, and provide earliest notification to
governmental agencies.

KCCP Policy 8E.1.1: New development within the Kettleman City Community
Planning Area shall be required to provide a pre-construction
biological survey to determine the presence of any rare or
endangered species within the project area.

This policy will ensure that the earliest identification of rare or endangered species is made and so that
construction activities are not allowed to proceed until an appropriate course of action is planned out
with responsible local, state and/or federal agencies.

KCCP Policy 8E.1.2: If any findings are made, the local lead agency shall be
immediately notified and any other responsible state or
federal agency.

This policy will ensure that the earliest notification of any rare or endangered species is made to the
appropriate responding agency.
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